REINSTATE AMIR KHAN AND KEVIN SCALLY

‘The campaign for the reinstatement of
two expelilled Labour Party members has
got off to a good start. Two constituency
parties 1in Birmingham have submitted
conference rescluticns calliing on the
Labour Party National Executive Committee

(NEC} to readmit Amir Khan and Kevin
Scally to membership. This means that
there is now a good possibility that

the issue can be debated at party confer-
ence this autumn.

Amir Khan, a Birmingham City Ccuncillor
and Kevin Scally, former secretary
of Sparkhill ward of Sparkbreok constit-
vency Labour Party, were expelled last
November for 'bringing the party into
disrepute'.

The charge against Khan arose because

Sparkbrcok
possibility

tie corganised a meeting in
constituency to discuss the
of setting up a Black Section.

Scally was expelled because he appeared
on a television programme, 'The Bandung
File', after he discovered that 37
0of the 14C new membersihilp appiications
received by Sparkhill Ward in December
1883 were 1irregujar but was unablie
to persuade the constituency party
to hoid an investigation.

Appeals to the Naticnal Executive
Committee by both comrades were rejected,
with OSparkbrook's MP, Roy Hatrtersley,
voting to uphold the expulsicns. B5ince
the expulsions were instigated by the
constituency party and simply confirmed
by the NEC, Khan and Scally do not

have an autcmatic to 3
at conference.

The Campaign fer
amir Khan and ¥evin
issued an appeal

by promirent
Grcup and Campaign
Labour MPs. other Sponsors
Peter Hain, Ken Livingsrone
Williamsan, the editor of
The apoeal 1s being c¢irculated by the
Labeur Co-ordinating Commxttee, the
Campaign for Labour Party Democracy,
the Labour Commirttee o Ireland and
the Black Sections.
The campaign
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organisers stress that
a conference debate can only take place
if sufficient amendments to the Ladywood
and Selly Oak resoiutions are submitted.
A suitable amendment might be to point
out that neither Khan nor Scaily have
broken any constitutionai rule of the
party. Conference amendments have <To
be In by 15 August.

Meanwhile, back in Sparkbrock,
and Khan's fermer adversaries have
fallern out with each other over who
should repiace Khan now he is ineligible
for reselection as a c¢ouncillor in
the Autumn. So far s=six men are in the
running, but that  number increases
monthly. But on one thing they are
ali unived - they ali backed the constit-
uency party when 1t decided in  June
to reject a demand for an enquiry into
the fiddled membership.

Scally

InSide..-'.UQIOOOOIOOOOIIQQID

Black Section for Birming- |

ham...Immigration laws. ..
Handsworth...Plastic Buli-
ets...3cuth Africa...Is
Dick Knowles a leninist...
oparkbrook...3Sinn Fein...
Labour Committee on Ireland.
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 CAMPAIGN FOR THE REINSTATEMENT OF
AMIR KHAN AND KEVIN SCALLY

joint Hon Chairs Joint Hon Secretaries Hon Treasurer
Clare Short MP Vladimir Derer (CLPD} Bob Clay MP
Gul Zarina Khan Paul Sharma (Labour Partv Black Section)

10 Park Drive London NWI11 7SH 01458 1501

Appeal

To Secretaries of AH Labour Party Organisations j
We are appealing on behaif of Cllr Amir Khan and Kevin Scatly for the suppont of your organisation in
winaing their retnsrarement as Laoour P2y members.

Clr Amir Khan and Kevin Scally were expelled by Birmingham Sparkbrook CLP in November 1985.
Their appeals were rejected by the NEC on Monday 9 June 1936 by 13 vores ro 12, Both Amir Khan and
Kevin Scally were s2id to have ‘brought the Labour Party into disrepure’.

As the NET merely confirmea these expulsions but did not iniriate them, they wiil not be reizrred to in
its conlerence repert, Therefare they can only be brougkt to the attention of'this year's conference through
a IesoLukion.

Amir Xhan 2as been an active member of the Traasport & Generai Workers Union for |5 vears, having
been 2 snoo steward tor 3 years. In the Labour Panty he has been branch vicz-chair and a sub-agent to Roy
Harrerslev in the [ 283 zeneral election. Am:r Khan organised a meeting in Sparkoreak CL2 o discuss for-
ming z dlack section. For tais he was accusee by the constituency execut:ve of “bringing the Labour Party
into disrepute’. Subsecucatly tas Genera: Commitiee encorsed this charge aad thea wen: on to expel him
from party membershio.

Xevin Scally has been a party member or 17 vears, during which time 2¢ has heid severai positions of
responsinility i his wara acd constituency. He was expetled for being invoived in the Bandung File TV
programmie on Asian invoivement in Sparkbrook CLP. In it he drew attention w membership ir-
reguiarities n the Sparkhil Ward, where 2s sacretarv, in December 1983, he mmceived a sudden (nthux of
140 new apglcabars. Oo nvesugation many of taese wurnsed aut o dave rot teen signed by the ap-
PilCants. S0me C2Me (TOM DON-eXISTENt Caresses. Saily's request for an =nquiry was acswered v an ip-
sttuctien from the Regional Organiser that he shouwid ‘accepr all future applicatons in good Jich’, in ex-
asperation ke was persvaded 1o ralk to the Bandurg File, Other members of Sparkbrook CL2 appeared on
this programme but no disciplinary measures have oeen axen against them.

Waatever cur personal views about discussing intermal party marers w publie, many nationat figurss
within the party habitually air tkeir own views in the media. [ndexd, if the dubious ruie of ‘kringing the
party intc disrepure’ by speaking 10 the press were appiied eveniv 1o the Parliamentary Labour Party, most
oI its members would have been expelied from party rmembersaip long ago.

The acuons of Clir Amir Khan and Kevin Scailv do oot substantiaily differ (rom those of other party
memoers. Nor do they breax anv of the party’s coast:tutional rules or warrant expulsions. This view 1s en-
dorsed by the widespread opposition to these expulsions thar has already besn expressed. We therefors ap-
peal "o vou to suoport this campaign and ask that yeur organisation rakes whatever action seeras ap-
propriate 1o acaieve their remnstarement ac the zarliest posaible date.

! Kiegsicy Abrams Clir Pam Dean Michael Meacher MP Dennis Skinner M P
Hassan Abmed Martin Flannery MP Bill Michic AP Clr Theresa Stewart
Margarctt Beckett MP Eddie Huigh [an Mikarda MP Gavin Scaog MP
Linda Belios Peter Haim Cllr Phillio Morphy Reith Yaz
Clr Roy Benhmin Erc Hefler WP Ang Permifor Marc Wadsworth
Toay Henn MP Kea Livingatane Ntail Power Michael Weish MP
David Blunket Clr Trudy Liviagstone Clr Mick Rice Nigel Willixmsouw
Paul Boareng Eddie Loydea MP Jo Richardsoa MFP David Wiznick MP
Clr Albert Bore Nareadra Mahkaupn Sata Sabaratnam Audeey Wine
Richand Catorne MP Zir Gurdev Manku Tom Sawyer Valerie Wise
Han Ciav MP Ao Maroram Brian Srdgemore MP
Martin Colling Joan Maynard M P Clare Shert MP

Support the Ladywood resolution

Since Amir Khan and Kevin Scally were expelied by their constiruency, and this action was merely en-
dorsed by the NEC, their case will zot appear in the NEC Report. This means that the only way of bring-
ing the issue to the anention of conference is through a resolution. Such a resoivtion has been submitted w0

conference by Birmingham iadyweod. This is reprinted beiow.

To be timetabied, however, this resolution must be supported by ar least 12 CLPs or affiliared organisa-
tians. We are, therefore, 2iso printing an amendment and asking as many CLPs as possible to submit this.
This is vimal if the istue is t0 be discussed. 0 ON
‘Canference beileves thar rhe party must remain a oroad coadition of vanous shades of opinton and that lerance
shouid be extended w those who fold minority views.

‘Confevence welcomes this rradition of wlerance, which extends back 1o the elecvion of Hareld Wilson as lcader i
1962

‘Conference notes:

(2.} That wiile the masority of the parry disapproved of James Callagran’s ielevised denuncianion of the party’s
nuclear defence policies prior to the 1983 general eiecrion, he was not subject la disciplinary action.

(2.) Thar a large mumber of Labour Party MPs have criricised one ov cther aspect of parey policy, wirhout being
subpect 1 disciplinary action.

‘Conference doesn’t necessaniy approve of such pudlic disension but afse noees:

11.) The rejection of the appeal against expuision from Birmingham Sparkbrook CLP of Cilr Amir Khan and
Kevin Scally. Clir Khan was expelied for calling a meeting to discuss the formation of a Black Section. Kevin
Scally was expeliad for appearing on @ television programme and crizictsing rhe constituency parry.

(2.} Thar botk Khan and Scally are long sianding party members who kave given vears of service o the party.

Conference belirves that these comrades have not been treated fairly or consistently and cadfs on the NEC 10 read-

mIi Lhemt (0 membersAtp,
AMENDMENT

In the last ceniznce delere ‘calls on’ and iasert ‘instructs’.

This change is essentizl if we 2re 10 ensure that the N EC zarries out the wishes of the conference. On past
axperience, as the resolution stands, this may oot happen. '

Financial Appeal

We appeai to 3l Labeur Party organisations and individual members to support :he ‘Campaign for the
Rewastarement of Am:r Khan and Kevin Scally’ and ‘o0 contribute 10 the cost of its work.

The campaign’s odiective is to win sufiicienr support to ensure that Amir Khan and Kevin Scally’s case
is discussed at this year’s annuai conferernce. and that 2 resolution s passed instructing the NEC ro
reinstate (N4 Nt party membership.

To succeed in this it Is vital that the campaign takes its case to ail sections of the party, whether thev be
constiruzncies, party or trade union branches or other affiliated organisations.

To pay for this work we depend entireiy on financiai conrributions from party organisations and in-
dividual members.

Any conridutiar, however small, woud be appreciated. But please give generously. This will help to
epsure (aat Amir Xhan and Kevin Scaily’s case does not fil shrough lack of funds and that we achieve the
outcome we oelieve (s in the Dest interzsts of the party. '

Please send contributions to

Bab Clay MP
House of Commons

London WCIA 0AA
Cheques should be made payable to ‘Campaign for the Reinstatement of Amir Khan and

Kevin Scally’ or ‘CRAKKS®.
Sponsor the Campaign for the
Reinstatement of Amir Khan and Kevin
Scally ‘

[/We wish ro add our names ta the list of sponsors for tae Campaign for the Reinsmrement of
Amir Khas and Kevin Scaily

IndividUa) S PORSOr L ittt e e e e e

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

0T TeTa27e3 ST 14 2 1y 1117 ¢ Zo3 « [
Name and address ot officer to whom future correspondence concernung this campaign shouid

b 2 1

............................................................................

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

["We enciose 2 contnbutionnof £ ........ towards the sxpendirure of the Campaign for the
Reinstatement of Amir Khan and Kevin 3cally.

Please send w: Campasgn for che Reinsasement gof Amir Khan and Kevin Scaily, 10 Pavk Drres, London NWIT 7SH.

The next issue of Birmingham Labour
Briefing will be a special conference
edition, out on 16 September, a 1little
later than usual. Deadline for articles
for this issue will be Friday 5 Septem-
ber.

Send all articles to 48 Thornhill
Road, Handsworth, B2l 9BS, telephone

021-551 9174.




Handsworth - the Council's
response

After the Dear Report, the Silverman as the future of local husiness. =¢ be opposed. The proslem iies with
Report and the scathing West Midlands This seems ©to have been overlooked, thelr rnarrowness, thelr apparent
County Councill report, 'A Different ags 1indeed is the fact that the few failure potal understand the nature
Aeality’, Birmingham City Council growth areas in the inner city tend cf racism and the fact that no real
has respondec¢ with its action proposals to be 1in firms employing low-paid, snift in power 1s envisaged, As 'A
for the area in the aftermath of non-uniocnised casual or part-time Cifferent Reality' noted: ‘The City
what 1t terms ‘the Handsworth Riots’'. labour, usually women - as the AEXTA Council's Race Relations Uuniz was

Not surprisingly; it wso- unemployment researcn, reviewed in 'Briefing’ regarded as "a Jjcke'. It rad actual.y
which generated the greatest response last month revealed. created rmore conflict by its incerpes-
to the council's censulitaticn procedure. In <*he fieid of housing, further ence, divided <he Black comrunity
The main concern within this was urban rerewal housing refurbishment by its marTosar apeproach, was irnvisibklie
the empioyment of local labour 1in schemes are planned To swart in  the T3> the 3lack Community bWy its  non-
schemes wishin the area. Handsworth/Scho/Lozells area in The | lrids ) and mon-reiatiorshiop, and

In response, amongst other things, next Two years at a cost of over ~#25 Deing backed by a racist bureaucracy
the action plan proposes that at £10 million. ard  poiilticai administracisn that
least 30% of those employed on city Ir the field of community Iacilities d:d not give two nocts for the conzerns
ccuncil projects 1in the wnner ¢ity ard soclal services, a cocmmitment of Black pecple. The whole apparatus
will be local ©people and <that ‘'a is made to "ldentify more closely of pcwer remains firmly in  the hands
register and other measures' will and with urderstanding the reeds o7 White people in the City and thev
he set up ©me encourage the employment of peopie from the ethnic minorities'. nave ensured that the rescurcss sl
of local labour on inner city duilding No mechanism for doing this is cutlined investrents, apart from the cetTy
work. Presumablv some form of contracs: however. cash, htave remained in White control
compliance is enviéaged. Exactly In other areas, proposals are and pockers.'
what, however, is not spelled out. largely superficial or impcssibly And 1t certainly is 2aly ‘pettuy

Alsc, the city council is =o sexn vague, A&dditional car parks 1in Villa cash that 1s at svtake here. A recent
a2 date by which time Its workforce Roa¢ and Lozells Road will do nothing Assoclarticn of Metropclitan Authorities
will reflect the cemposition of the about racism - a word which 1s singul- review of Urbarn Poliicy revealed that
city's population by ethnic corigin. arliy lacking from the Drecposals. ~he Urbar preogramme ccomprises only
The censultation arocedure neted Yetr 'A Different Reality' 1centified 0,0032% of torval Flanned zovernment
that few pecple 'from the ethnic Birmingham as 'the c¢apital of racial expenditure 1in 1885/6., That 1is *he
minorities' are 11 seniLor mranagement discriminatiorn. in fritain’ with statist- extent of the crumbs for which Black
posts. No apparent notice is  taken ics and evidence to back up The asser- crganisations compete with each cother
cf this point however, tion. and with White groups and with multi-

Also worth noting, as 'aA Different Again, whaet kind cf real ccmmitment raclial groups. Meanwnile, the main
Reality' suggested, 5 that Oniy o +tacxle <the problems of the area spendirg programmes remain free of
just over half of Handsworth Jjobs is conzalned in glib proposa.s lixe: Black scrutiny cr realiocation,
are tTaken by local people and about "Additional . education) starf are In essence, these proposals change
one third of the popuiation  works e be scught to work In inner city nothing. And nothing will change
outside the area, economic and employ- areas'? with the »present leadership of the
ment  liinkages  with firms  outside This <dces not  necessarily  mean party in Birmingham which  refuses
the inner city are alnost as important that tne steps propesec are themselves to take up the Cistrict Party's Equal

Gpportunites and Race Relations polic-
les - scmething which the anodyne

section on  Face Relations and Egual

Ogportunites w1n Dick Xnowle's personal
P manifesto for the May <city council
' elections singularly failec to do.




A Black Section for Birmingham?

a—— A ——— ——
pp——
Since it was founded three years
ago, the Black Section movement has
grown explosively. More zhan thirty
constituency Black Sections have been

set up, responding to the lack of Black
representaticn in the party and to
rhe lack of anti-racist policies. Indeed,
it would not be inaccurate to say that
many of Labour's policies are raclst
in effect, There have been two fierce
debates at Labour Party Conference.
The issue 71as once agaln appeared in
motions  for this year's canflerence.
The Black Section movement has already
reap results, Not only was
targe increase In the number
councillors after the May
local elections (in Birmingham and
elsewhere) but at the next General
Election there wiil te at least three
Black MPs and 1in ali probability six.
The Black Sections have now Dbegun €O
formulate policy on a number of Iissues,
including Azania (South Africa), policing
and immigration laws and are now tackiling

begun TO
there a
cf 3lack

the task of fighting fcor the Labeur
Party to adopt these policies.

But does Birmingham need a Black
Section? A sctrong case can be made
just on the grounds of strengthening
the naticonal movement. However, +the
state of Birmingham DistriceT Labour

Party 2nd Rirmingham politics in general
X g2

realliy makes the case.

3, 1Y

the
represented
structures -

One fifth of the in
city is Black. This 1is
in the Labour Party's
on General Management CommitTtees and
on the District Party for example.,
Only fourteen of the city's 117 coun-
cillors are Black. While the propoertion
is slightly healthier in the Labour
Group itself, it still does not reflect
+the level of support for the Labour
Party among the Black population. Despite
having fourteen to choose from, the
Labour Greoup could not bring itself
to appoint more than twe to its nine-
strong delegation to the Race Relations
and Equal Opportunities Committee,
A white man was appointed to chair
the committee.

populaticn
not

The expulsions of Amir Khan and
Kevin Scally from Sparkbrook CLP 1is
another indicacion of the attitude
towards Rlack people o¢f the leadership
of the parzy in Birmingham. This attitude
is reflected in the weakness of <the
party in rtacxling racism lecally,

whether you &are convinced or not,

come along to a meeting to discuss
whether a 3iack Section shculd be formed
in Birmingham and, if the decision
is yes, now we shculd organise it and
what issues we should take up. The
meeting is on Sunday 7 September at
3 pm in Committee Room 2, <the Council
House, Colmcre Row, Birmingham.

TIME PASSES - BUT

SOME THINGS DON'T CHANGE

The
'The

following
Municipal

Some things don't change.
is an extract from

r Journal' for 21 November 1958:

Early in 1951 Birmingham education com-
mittee opened Clifton Institute, a centre for
coloured people living in Balsall Heath, one
of the suburbs where coloured pcople have
congregated. This offers an educational and
recreational service to students and the pro-
gramme is specially planned to meet the
needs of coloured people, :

Birmingham Corporation set a valuable
lead when it approved the following
‘minute in April 1955: *that this council
accepts the principle that applicants for any
position within the corporation should be
appointed on the basis only of therr ‘suit-
ability for the post and without any discn-
mination as to race, creed or colour, and that
committees be informed accordingly.”

Thirty years on and the council
is still strugeling with the same
issues, Still there is no effective
race relations and eqQual opportunities
pelicy, as the council's employment
proposalsfor the inner city, outlined
on page 3 of this month's T'Briefing'
indicate. Maybe someday there will bDe
an effective policy - but not until
the 1issues are taken seriously 1i1n
practice, not the small print

-of adverts.

in




IMMIGRATION LAWS -
NEW RULES ATTACK WOMEN'S RIGHTS

The introduction of new immigration
rules after the European Court ruling T
on the Immigration Widcws cases repre-~
sents a further attack on the rights
of women, The situation is far from
improved.
The Home Office claimed the rule

changes were necessary 'to avoid future
sex discrimination cases'. But 'equality!
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Attempts have been made to
make the system as simple
as possible.

is achieved by reducing the nosition they nust be able to maintain themselves Inplementing these new rules will
of wives and fiancees to that of their 'without recourse *o pubiic funds'. mean disclosures of information between
male counterparts. Entry clearance With the extension *to wecmen of the police, ilmmigration officers, local
new has to be obtained before female primary purpose rule, and the IiImposition authority hcusing workers and Department
partners are allowed into the country of the stated imntention of fivirg of Health and Sccial Security staff.
(with the exception of wives of Common- together permanently, subject incoming It is likely that the resulting family
wealth citizens settled before 1973 wives and flancees to *he 1impossible separation will lead to more induced
and EEC citizens). task of proving future intention. The repatriation.

The postive result of the court's requirements for maintenance anc¢ accomod-— The Joint Council for <the Wel.fare
decision is that women who are settled ation are an excuse for further surveill- of Immigrants is monitoring the new
here, but not British civizens, will ance by imigration officers and others. rules. You can contact +hem in London
have the right, in theory, Tto be joined Now, for the first time, 'public at 115 Dld Street, London £Cl, tel: 0OI-
by their husbands. In practice, there  funds' referred to in previous immig- 251 8706,
are still likely to be obstacles. One ration rules, have heen defined for
such obstacle is likely to be the 'primary the first time. They consist of supple-
purpose’' rule now being applied to mentary benefit, housing benefit, family [~ '
wemen seeking entry as well as men. No inceme  supplement and housing under
praovision is made in the 1rules for the Housing (Homeless Perscns) AcT. l
relationships other than hetercsexual Ciearly, the hardest hit will be those Local information and advice can E
marriages., Nor is any hope of reunion whe are lowest paid and 1live 1n the be obtained from the West Midlands °
given to those women here under less worst housing. Among these, Black women Divided Families Campaign, 2 Alum |
permanent categories 1like work permits already figure digproperticnately. Rock Road, Saltley, Birmingham B8 1JB, :

these benefits will now be

or student visas.

Entry clearance now depends on satisfy-
ing each of five conditions: the couple
must have met; they must 1intend to
live together permanently 2as man and
wife; the primary purpose of the marriage
must not - be immigration; the couple
must have adequate living accomodation;

R EESE—=S—mS

Access to
based not on need, nor even on contribu-
tions made, but on Immigration Tatus.
'Recourse to public funds' 1s also
forbidden to¢ other people coming to
this country, like other ralatives
coming for settlement or getting Ileave
to enter 'with a view to settlement.

5

telephone: 021 327 4659,




SOUTH AFRICAN SOCIALIST IN BIRMINGHAM

A South African from the New JUnivy
Mcverent visited Birmingham c¢n 9 and
10 July. Members of the Sczcialist Teachers
Alliance hosted meeTings at Josiah
Mason and Joseph Chamberlain Sixth
form colleges. At Josian Mascon, fifteen
staff artended a lively meeting. At
Joseph Chamberlain <=wenty five staff
and students - toox part in a  heated
discussion of varicus assects of the
“iberaticon struggle.

A Sccialist Teachers Alliance public
meeting heard in some derzil the racism
ard sexism that dominates the Scuth
African education systam. The school
system 13 rigidly dividad into white
soloured, Tndian and African secTors,
wits Rilack teachers allowed to teach
only in their respective schcols. Married

women  cannot e  appo:rnted principals
of schocis or colleges.

Teachers in Sout: Africa, however,
Fave a very long hisrtory of progressive

—rade unicn and rpeliticzl orgarisatiorn.

.!t.
4

political werk

Movement's forerunners
ware able TO0 maintain a semi-legail,
public existence even in the dark years
cf the 1960s and post-3Snarpeville repress-—
ion, by publishing a Journal <called
'Educational Review'. This long *ern
nas assisted the creation
of two non-racial militant teachers
uriions in  late 19858 in resconse to
the crisis in the schoo_.s.

The wvisiting comrade was
apoeal on behaif of one of these unicns,
the Western Cape Teachers Union, pole}
zhe Birrmingham District Labour Party
meeting on £ July, The cilection of
£45 will assist legal defernce for arrested
officiais of the union, many 9f wnom
have deen detainhed 1n +he recent clamp-
cdown.

Fe also spoxke at a
supporters of the magazine 'Inter-
national' and at a publiic meerting of
the Troops 0Out Movement. The lLatter
was alongside a Sinn Fein counciltor,

The New LUn-_ty

ahle O

forum organised

by

Lity Fitzsimmons. His concemnation
of Britain's role in 3Sourth Africa and
British imperialism in general TS
well appreciated.

At the 'International’ meeting,
the comrade explained his organisation’s
socialist perspective. They agree with
the main organisations of the liberatiocn
movement, the ANC and <the IDF, that

the aim of the struggle is:

'To build a single, undivided, incevendent
non-racial and democratic South Africa.’
3ut <hey also argue that this is possible

oniy with the leadership of the working
class. Thus they add:
'in wnich the interests of the worxkers

and <he rural pocor shall be paramount.'

Finaily, for 'Briefing' supporters,
it is worth noting that the comrade
addressed the First public meeting
of the newiy formed 'Coventry Labcur
Briefing' on 3 July.

! Stuart Richardson)

PLASTIC BULLETS

The thirteenth death by a plastic
bullet has done little *o dampen the
enthusiasm of British poiice to pOssess
the weapon.

The latest victim was hit by one
»f the 148 plastic bullets fired by
the Royal Ulster Constabulary during
a »iot in Portadown in April. Keirth

white, the viczim, was the first loyalist
to be added to the list of deaths by
plastic bullets in the north of Ireland.

Tt was just two days after this
hat the West Midlands Peolice Authority
zave permission to their force <o buy
plastic bullets and launchers. Chief
Constable Geoffrey Dear said at the
time: 'I cannot guarantee that we can
avercome a =iot unless we have this
“ew equipment as a last resort' (Daily
Mail, 17.4.86).

Then, in Many the Home
Jouglas Hurd anncounce new
ro by-pass those police
who have refused %o allow thelr
to buy these weapons:
tWhere such authorisation
and the chief officer's
of need endorsed by HM

Secretary,
arrangements
authorities
forces
is withhelid,
assessment

is Inspector

of Constabulary, I regard it as essential
that the equipment shculd be provided...in
such circumstances equipment will be
orovided from the central svtore of
equipmens at Home Office expense' (Hansard
19.5.88} .,

Hurd announced at
that tTraining in the use
would aliso be provided
a local police authority
to pay for it. He added:
'It is cleariy right that chief officers
snouid have baton rounds [(the euphemism
for plastic bullets - ed.) and C35 equip-
ment available following the unprecedented
ferocity of the disorders last autumn.'’

the same time
of these weapons
centrally where

was hot preparec

In a further circular to chief con-
stables, the Home Office added a f{urther
locphole to  the denocratic process:
‘Zmergency Suppiles
6. Any police force requiring equipment
for a particular operational emergency

(and having officers trained in its use)
should c¢ontact the Home 0Office irect.
If <the request 1is agreed, appropriate
stocks of eguipment will be made avallab:e
immediateiy from the central store' {Home
Jffice circular 19.5.886).
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LETTER

- Sparkbrook Sstinks

Dear Comrades,

In a recent copy of !'Tribune’ T
read a letter from Roger Murray which
attempted to smear both Amir Khan and
Kevin Scally. Mr Murray's allegations
made Amir and Kevin out to be a pair
of liars who aim to fool the Labour
Party. I know them both and spcke in
their defence at the GMC when tThey
were expelled, I +*otally reject as
slanderous Murray's claims and feel
moved to speak 1n public for the Iirst
time on the politics of Sparkbreoox
CLP.

I was a member of the Sparkbrook
Ward and a delegate tTo the GMC from

ASTMS. I say 'was' because I have moved
constituency since the expulsion. My
' stay in Sparkbrook was always painful,
both at a political and a perscnal
level, and I am glad to be free of
iz, It took me a great deal of erffert
o  join the Sparkbrrok Ward because
the secretary ignored my application
for m@months. It toox a personal visit
te a meeting before he agreed to process
my membership. We never had a notice
for meetings o¢r a c¢irculated agenda.
You had to turn up and nope there was
a meeting thaz parrticular Sunday morning.

No sooner had I gained my membership
card than I experienced my first taste
of comracdeship: 'I'll} have you our!
I know your game!' 1 was subjected
to verbal abuse and intimidation each
time I attended meetings or social
events. These attacks were made hecause
I nad been in Tfar 1left groups durling
the 1970s but also included personal
Jjibes due to my disabilizy.

My 'trott Dbackground was something
MR Murray often spoke of during meetings
by bad-mouthing me as the 'IMG speaker!'
and hoping, no doubt, the rabid right
would seize upon it and expel me. Yes,
Roger Murray, =2x-Communist Party member,
sought to prove his Labour Party loyaity

by threatening those who appeared to
his left or might expose his careerist
plans.

Being set up as the 'IMG' in Sparkbrook
wasn't my only problem either. I was
almost suspended from the party for
writing an article in '3irmingham Labour
Briefing' which was critical of Labour
councillors. We were told that onlty
party officials could write articles
and speak to the press. Besides, 'Briel-
ing' was anti-Labour and my actions
were anti-Labour too!

a rotten borough and 1its MP is the
deputy leader of the Labour Party.

what hope has truth, honesty and socialism
against these odd?

while <the odds 1look against us at
present I am sure the <truth will come
out. You can't fool the people all
the time. In the meantime, I hope Mr
Hattersley sleeps well, but he should
keep his eyes open Dbecause there's
another man in his company who looks

a little like Judas!
Yours for socialism and peace,
Eob Findlay

Wwhat's funny about this Little episode
is the fact that Murray's Labour Co-
ordinating Committee bulletin published
the same time carried glowing suppeort
for taly's euro-communists  which
never upset anyone. Double standards
are common in this constituency.

The Dpackground information I
given here is to show that Mr Murray

have
is

not an innocent party 1in the expulsions
of amir and Kevin. He 1s an opportunist
who fights dirty on ewvery occasion
and saw both men as a <threat to his
plans, Roy Benjamin was also a target
after appearing on the 'Bandung File'

thankfully
good
upset

programme on Sparkbrook, but
+he GMC accepted that he acted in
faith. Nevertheless, Roy's escape

certain people who wanted to use nls
'expulsion' to deselect him as the
local councillor. I have been informed
by leocal Asians that Roy was put down
by a certain GMC member because he
was plind.

Jnderhand common

to know
al_sgations

also
like

action is
in Sparkbrook. You may
that Murray's 'Tribune’
mirror those that appeared in a secret
unsigned document that was circulating
in Birmingham. The only major d:ifference
between them is the 1length and the
fact that the document contained both
racist and sexist comments oowWill
we ever know the author?

The situation InSparibrook
Amir and Kevin are pawns 1lha game.
There are many reasons why they had
to he expelled. I believe their expulsions
were supperted by certain people beyond
the local party.

The '‘Bandung File'
the c¢reation of a Black
Sparkbrook in the public gaze.
the CLP's leadership feared further
probes and sought %o warn anyone else
off by expelling the three members.
what else is clear is that the Sparkbrook
action was taken after careful consider-
ation and talks with a leading Trade
Unicn Labour Party member, The green
light was a call for 'kili and Cure'!

I will not remaln silent anymore.
Sparkbroox is rotten through and <hrough.
What was sald about Liverpool 1s <Irue
of Sparkbrook on a smaller scale. Politics

stinks.

programne and
SEction put
I believe

are an excuse ©TO maintain individual
DOWEr structures. The Labour Party
rarely talks about policies and is
racist in its treatment of the local
pecple. Black people are mersly used
to keep the existing status quo. The

true needs of the white and 3lack working

class are never adequately discussed.
Participation is discouraged.

Amir KXKhan and Kevin Scally are bad
party members because they put the
interests of people before their own

and stand squarely on the side of social-
ism. In Sparkbrook this 1is a crime,.
In Sparkbrook the aim of politics is
to get to the top by using any method

available and the aims of the party
are a means to an end. Sparkbrook is
7

The NEC vote on the appeals

of Khan and Scally.

THE APPEALS of Amir Khan and Kevin
Scally were rejected by the NEC on a nar-
row margin of 13:12. Those voting to
uphoid the appeals of Khan and Scally
were: Benn, Clarke, Curran, Blunkeft,
Heffer, Maynard, Haigh, Meacher, Skin-
ner, Richardson, Wise and Sawyer.
Beckeri, DBrien and Hough were not
present at the meeting.

DICK KNOWLES -
A LENINIST ?

On 31 July, Dick Knowles and Derek

Jebhinson spoxe at an Erdington Censtituen-—
CY

When
Labour
in his cwn name,
ation
and with
Dick
of Lenin's
leacership,
in
District
actions.
cf Lenin's politics with the
of

Labour
he was
Party

Party Education
asked why he 1ssued the
manifesto for Birmingham

without pDroper ccnsult-

with the Districs: Labour Party
scant regard for 1ivts policies,
exXtolling the virtues

of leadership, Firm
declared, was necessary
he brushed aside the

condemnation of Als
contrasted tThe virtues

'perversion’

by

meeting.

replied ,

Serm
he

polities, as
Par=cy's
He alsco
represented

secialist pelities

Leon Trotsky.

Order Witch Hunt
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_&1 for 10 copies
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Send orders to: WitchHunt

News, ¢/0 36 Melbourne
~  Road, London E117.
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motle claims by e BEritTish
tablishment and —he cDhLT, the
sord has rRad little 1mpact on the
Ti cermunlities, Although
‘s supposec ¢ be a device to
undermine suppert for S1inn Fein,
it's had veryv ilttie suzcess. FPeopile
see it fer what it 1s and although
Sinn Fein's standing may have dipped
s2ightly since the deal 1it's unlikely
to cause any long terr  damage to
suppert for Simnm Fein.'

BELFAST COUNCI_:

'It's ruled by a
itoyalists., They use & number of
tactics to  undermine the presence
of a handful of S8inn Feln counciliors:
*hey <try Ttc bar them from speaking,
place ther on unimpertant commitiees
{1ike the one in charge <¢f the upkeep
of graveyards! and try to vest all
the powers c¢i the council 1in  one,
a_i~lovalist, committee, This is

cocalition cof

—

Sinn Fein councillor speaks to 'Briefing’

currently being
courtes.

Trcops  seems To  be
rank and file members, but the present
~abour ieadership seems little differ-
ent frorm previous ones. There seems
to be no sericus desire on the part
0f the leadership to consider taking
ou~ the
soyalist  wvete. It's fust as  iikely
that withcérawal cculd  Dbe
unnder & Tory government as a Labour
ore. '

Sinn

as part of a
outline the

annual Troops

Ireland:

Fein Councillor,
simmons was recently

speaking
policies of
Fein and generate support for the
out delegation
to Ireland. 'Briefing' spoke to her
about some of the pressing issues 1n

Lily Fitz-
in Birmingham
tour to
Sinn

challenged in the

TAE LABOUR PAETY:

'Support for withdrawing the

rowing amocnget

troops  and remcving the

achieved

SINN FEIN'S ROLE:
'Sinn Fein is
tackling the welfare and

concentrating on
sxcial

problens affecting nationalist  comm-
urities, This involves running advice
centres and community centres. It's
a way of building support for 5inn
Fein and alsc of providing.nationalist

commur.ities with services they are
ctherwise deprived of.'

ELECTIONS:

'*The greatest tension within
Sinn Fein 1ie over the question of
elections and whether Sinn Fein
should participate in them. The
majority feeling is that while it
would be wrong to accept seats in
a British parliament it would be
wrong to leave nationalist communities
who vote for Sinn Fein unrepresented
locally. But there are some in Sinn
Fein who =say abetentioniem is a
principle. They think Sinn Fein
should abstain from ali elections
under British rule.'

ABORTION:

'The recent Ard Fheis was dominated
by  this issue, It's indicative,
I think, of the growing politicisation
of Sinn Fein and also of the growing
importance of women in Sinn Fein.'

News from the L.C.l.

SINN FEIN COUNCILLORS TO TOUR

The Labour Committee on Ireland
is organising a tour of ©Sinn Fein
councillorse later in the year. The
counciliors will meet Jocal trade
unionists &and councillors and will
be available to speak at labour movement
and other meetings. The tour is 1likely
to be around 20 -~ 25 OQOctober. If
you are interested in the councillors
speaking at a meeting contact Anita
Richards on: 021-523 3608.

NEC BACKTRACKS ON STRIP SEARCH

DEMONSTRATION

Despite the overwhelming decision
of National Labour Wemen's Conference
to c¢all on the NEC to organise a
national demonstration against strip
searching, we now hear that the NEC
has declined to do so. Instead, they
have decided to issue a statement
on the. issue. (Once aggain we witness
the failure of the NEC both to campaign
on its policies and to concede to
the democratic decisions of the Labour
Party membership.

NO WORKING PARTY REPORT TO CONFERENCE?

It now looks as 1is the NEC working
party on Ireland will not be making
its long-awaited report to this year's
national Labour Party Conference.
Emergency resolutions may well now
be forthcoming if this is <the case.
Look out for further details next
month. T

RUN FOR SOCIALISM !

Roger Kiline and Mick Barr, two
supperters of the Labour Committee
on Ireland are going to give you
a run for your money. On BSaturday

14 September they'll be going on
a 20 km run. Your spensorship is
needed. Money raised will go to the
Labour Committee on Ireland and the
Campaign to Reinstate Amir Khan and
Kevin Scally. Get sponsorship forms
and more informaticn from: Bernie
Wilde or Anita Richards, c/o 7 Frederick
Street, Birmingham Bl 3HE, telephone
{021) 236 8323.

8

Trades Coundl -
South Africa lobby

Birmingham Tragdes Councii is
taking its s8truggle to get trade
unions involved in the campaign
against Apartheid to this autumn's

Trade Union Congress.

A resclution to the July Trades
Council meeting reaffirmed its commit-
ment to fighting for trade union
action against Apartheid, including
a union boycott of all goods +to
and from South Africa. The  same
resolution then resolved to organise
a lobby of the TUC on the day of
the debate on South Africa.

No date has yet been set for
the debate so the date of the lobby
is as yet uncertain. Nevertheless,
planning is underway tc organise
the lobby.

The first meeting is on:

Saturday 23 August
12 noon

Trade Union Resource Centre
7 Frederick Street, Hbckley.



