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Hitler’s illusion was, that he could physically liqui-
date Europe’s resistance against fascism. Begin’s and
his generals’ illusion is, that they can physically liqui-
date the PLO and the Palestinian resistance against

Zionist occupation.
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ZIONISM AND THE LABOUR PARTY

Although portrayed as a humanitarian and even idealistic movement,
Zionism is one of the most ruthless political creeds of our time,
tolerating absolutely no dissent within the Jewish community.

It has cynically exploited the natural hatred of the labour movement
for anti-Semitism. Dedicated to the establishment of a Jewish only
state, it let nothing stand in its way, not even the plicht of Jews in
Nazi occupied Europe. 3 S 5 ’

At first the Zionists bhought the land the Palestinian
peasants worked from absentee landlords and then evicted them from it,
but in 1948/9 the Zionists took the opportunity to forciblv expel
them. Today the Zionists claim that the Palestinians left what is now
Israel, of their own accord, but the following account of Ben Gurion,
Israel's first Prime Minister, at a meeting with officers of Hacgannah
(the main Zionist terror group prior to 1948),should disprove that:

"Ben Gurion was still sceptical about any possibility
of co-existence with the Arabs. The fewer there were
living within the frontiers of the new Jewish state,
the better he would like Zt...the impression which
emerged from his intervention and remarke wae clear
enough...a major offensive against the Arabs would

not only breck up their attacks but would also greatly
reduce the percentage of Arabs in the population of
the new state. This might be called racialism, but the
whole Zionist movement was based on the principle of a
purely Jewtsh community in Palestine."(1)

Since ‘its foundation Israel has continued to expand, confiscating
yet more Palestinian land with the latter becoming refugees,often
two or three:times over,or else turned into hewers of wood and the
dravers of water of the Zionist state. An Israeli newspaper noted in
respect of some Oriental Jewish squatters that:

"They truly believe,as do many in the slum quarters of Tel Aviv
= that squatting on public land entitles them to occupancy rights
on the land. "IDid the state of Israel buy all the lands now

owned by the Israeli Land Authority?'(2)

But the Palestinians have fought back and created their own represent-
ative organisation, the Palestine Liberation Orcanisation. The legic
of a Jewish state in a land where, even by 12948, thé majority of the
populace were Palestinian (and in 1218 less than 10% of Palestinians
were Jewish,the majority of whom were anti-Zionist inevitably led to
the expulsion of the Palestinians:

"The majority of Jews (in Jerusalem) still belonged to the
pre-immigration community either taking no interest in
Zioniem or were actively oppcsed to zt."(3)

It is clear, sven as early as May 1911, that the expulsion of the
Palestinians was being discussed.

-
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(L) M Bar Zohar,'Ben Gurion The Armed Prophet' pl09,re meeting of 26.12.47

(2) Yediot Aharanot,28.5.76 eited in Uri [avies, 'Isracel;Utopia Incorporated
pllé,Zed Press

(3) W.Laequer,'A History of Zioniem' p2l3,Holt, Finehart & Wilson,Chicago,
New York,1975
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"At one stage,in May 1911l,he ( Fuppin) suggested in a memo to the
Zioniet Executive a limited population transfer...the idea of a
population transfer preoccupied the members of the Executive.'(4)

Ruppin was the head of the “lorld Zionisé Orocanisations Palestine 0Office.
But as Ruppin made clear:

"On every site where we purchase land and where we settle people,
the present cultivators will inevitably be displaced."(5)

And during the civil war itself, the Zionists both through direct massacres
and a psychological blitz drove the vast maijority of the Palestinians out:

"I gathered all cf the Jewish mukthars, who have contact with

Arabs in different villages and asked them to whisper in the cars
of some Arabs that a great Jewish reinforeement has arrived in ..
Galilee and that it is going to burn all of the villages of the
Huleh. They should suggest to thesc Arabs, their friends, ‘toescape
while there is still time. The tactic reached its goal completely.
The butlding of the Police station at Halsa fell into our hands
without a shet."(6)

And B Levin, a Zionist radio broadcaster relates how:

"Hagannah. broadeast to eivilian Arabs, urging them to leave the
district before 5.15 am; 'Take pity on your wives and children
and get out of this bloodbath.' it eaid, 'Surrender your arms. No
harm will come to you...If you stoy,you invite disaster.’(7)

To its everlasting shame, the Labour Party manifesto of 1945 also supported
the idea of a'population transfer',arquing that “"the Arahs should move out
as the Jews move in...",something which the Zionists fulfilled only too
well. For toc long the Labour Party,both left and ricght, has been politically
supportative of the Zionists. Since 1920 Poale Zion,the overseas hranch

of the Israeli Labour Party, has be=n affiliated as a 'Socialist Society'
to the Labour Party. From 1920 to 1925 Moshe Shertok,Israels second Prime
Minister, acted as a liason between the Rritish Labour Party and the
Histadrut, the Zionist ‘Trade Union'. 2né what other organisation other
then the Labour Friends of Israel, has Tony Fenn,Ian Mikardo,Harold Wilson,
Roy HMattersley,Peter Shore,Gerald Kauffkann as members? The Trade Union
leaders,both left and right are also prominently represented in the LFI.
Bassnett,Sirs,Clive Jenkins,Kitson- all are members. The T.U.C. has official
links with the Histadrut, the Israeli. Trade Union which until 1959 barred
Arabs from membership and which to this dav has an Arab section. Histadrut
is also the major emplover in Israel. As socialists we have an elementary
duty to support the Palestinians in their demand for a state of their own
encompassing the whole of Palestine. In so doing we will he. giving support
not only to the Palestinians, but also to Jevish people for whom Zionism,
far from being a solution to the question of anti-Semitism has in fact
precipitated it where it did not exist, and legitimised anti-Semitic
movements where they did exist. In addition Zionists have often consciously
impeded the fight against anti-Semitism. .Such is the record of Zionism,

and the Labour Movement does itself a disservice by supporting it.

(4) Ibid. p231

(§) A" hppin '3’ kcades of Palestine',Schocken Books,Jerusalem 1936 cited
in’ lavies op.cit pld :

(6) Ha Sepher Ha Palmach Vol.2 p268,Yigal Allon

(7) H Levin,'Jerusalem Embattled,pl60
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Introduction
When asked on .the BBC Newedav programme as to whether there is a
distinction- betwcen oegng 5 Jew sad a Zionist, and hence whether
being anti~isracl meant *11nq antlsqemitlc, the Chief Pabbi Emmanuel’
Jacobovitz xneplied: :

"To me ceWiaLﬂEy there z;,no d“a*;ﬂ LN . I theory that is
posstble.'in - pnuc*zsentt zsn’t BE

In.an arti_le, Zionicm War on C;mpus‘,*n the Jerusalem Post, Hyam
Corney, its Londcn Correspondent wrote: ,

"The thin,line,IF -iT7 EXZISTS AT ALL between anti-Zionism and anti-

Semitism is one whieh Jacobu nds hard to see...'The two may be

distinguickawle in, theory, p ut in practice these attacks single out

the Jewioh etudent ana force him to stand up and be counted or

dteappzar into the chadows. "(1) (inv emphasis).Jacobs was Chairperson
of the Unicn of Jewich Studants.

rﬂr*ivr lancuuage about disappear_ng into the shadows
‘is used to chgona a fundrmental pelitical point. Such is the big lie
technigque wihicu han

reen ‘usad te intimidate all those who oppose the
policies anc practi ea'cf +he Israeli state and who support the right
oi the Palcs&iwian gt:gl“ 2o self-determination. If ycu are anti-Zionist
[

in reality vou mush be anti-gemitic. This intimidation has been used to
uuppress'al_ cidensaicy about, end support for, the Palestinians. 2
cursory giance a¥t for .exampie thﬂ Jewich Chronicle will indicate the
e;fort put into preuotiig the Zionist cause and in praventing any real
discussion about Zicoism tp*ough a variety of intimidatory techniques
such as-stating that thosz in the Diaspora have no right to criticise
Israel at all. &s I 7 Stone once put it:

"Findirg cn American pvbbwshzaa nouse wzllzng to publish a book
which departs from the staendard Israeli line,is about as easy as
Seubbﬂg a tnourh*;ua pructtloﬂ of atheism to the Osservatore

" bmano in Vatiean City."(2)

One of the purpose:'3f'th:;:n;:1cio is to show that far from anti-Zionist:
being anti-Jewich, it ;n th? nionist movement to whom this is most
applicable. It is tné Zicnlsts whe have worked hand in glove with the
antisSemites,. 1In thg'\CLQ. of the 'left' Zionist novellist,A B Yehoshua,
in & talk he gave to the Unica of Jewish Students!

"Even tod~ ,in '@ pervers vay, a real anti-Semite must be a Zzonzst."(3)

Although of course it is true that the State of Israel is fundamenta;ly
racist and reactionary, ?n’" panphlet will ‘concentrate on the
relaticnchip between enti-Scmitisn and Zionism. Some,even on the left,
accept that ”4on{:ﬁ'is a nat~01al liberation movement of the Jews. After
reading this the origins of Zionism should be a little clearer and its
actions today easier to understand as a result. It should also be clear
that Zionism is not concerned about liberating anybody from anything,
and. that its attituds to Jews ymsterday was lltt1e aifferent from its
attituée: to Palestini ans Loaay

(1) reprznted by the Union of Jewish Students December 1981
(2) New York  Rview of Books,3.3.78 ' :
(3) Jewish Chronicie 22.0.82
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THE ORIGINS OF ZIONISM

Zion’~m arose as a political movement in response to the economic

and political predicament of the Jewish petit-bourgeoisie. In the late
19th. Century, this class found itself in a dilemma to which it could see
no solution, other than the creation of a national Jewish political entity
in another land, sponsored by one of the Imperial powers. This was still
the age when the activities of colonialists and settlers were considered
honourable and worthwhile. But this was a nationalism which didn't seek
to struggle against oppression but the nationalism of a particular class
which sought its own solution by transferring its own oppression to
another people. It ‘had nothing to do with the progressive nationalism
in Europe which had‘led to the formation of nations from feudal .
principalities:

"Whereas the national movement 18 the product of the ascending period
of capitalism,Zioniem is the product of the imperialist era."(l)

As Christopher Svkes; the pro-British historian noted:

"Ziontsm,one of the most powerful manifestations of the nationalist
age...found itself closely bound to imperialism. It depended for
ttes foundation and early growth on the succees of British imperialism.”

The dilemma of the Jewish petit-bourgeoisie originated with their (2)

confrontation with the political anti-Semitism of their non-Jewish
business competitors on the one hand, and the growth of working class 4
political and economic struocales on the other.

"Zionism appeared as a reaction of the Jewish petit-bourgeoisie (which
still forms the core of Jewry),hard hit by the mounting anti-Semitic
wave, kicked from one country to amother, and striving to attain the
Promised Land where it might find shelter from the tempests sweeping
the.modern world.”"(3)

As Theodore Herzl, the founder of modern political Ziconism put it:

"When we sink we become a revolutionary proletariat...when we rise
there rises also the terrible power of our purse."(4)

The more fiercely the workers fought, and the greater the economic crisis;
the more anti-Semitic the ruling class in Eastern Europe (and later
Germany) became, as they strove to divide the working classes on racist
lines and to divert the masses from anti-Capitalism to anti-Semitism.

The Jew was capitalism personified as far as the anti-Semitic parties,

in their battle to save capitalism itself, was concerned. Even though this .
meant dumping the Jewish bourgeoisie like ballast from a sinking ship.
Capitalism moreover went into crisis almost as soon as it started devel-
opoing in Eastern Europe. As Leon remarked :

"The Jewish masses find themselves wedged between the anvil of decay-
ing feudalism and the hammer of rotting capitalism.”(5)

Under feudalism the Jews had played a specific economic and social role,
a 'People Class' as Leon termed it. They were intemediaries between the
Kings and Nobles on the one hand and the Peasants on the other,fulfilling
the role of merchants and lending money in a natural economy based on

use values. With the transition to Capitalism, the Jews were squeezed,

as Marx put it, out of the pores of societv. It was this impoverishment
which led to mass immigration from Eastern Europe to Western Europe

‘and the United States.

B

Abram Leon, 'The Jewish Question;A Marxzist Interpretation’p249,Pathfinder
Press, 1974
Christopher Sykes; 'Crossroads to Israel' p26,1973,Indian University Press
Ibid. p245s

" L Stewart, "Heral',p 219

Leon op.ett. p226



(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)

-

&~

al

But while many Jews entered the Polish and Russian working classes,
albeit at the periphery, and became active in the Social Democratic

and Communist Parties, the Jewish petit-bourgoeisie feared the prospect
of proletarianisation and their consequent diminution of status. Their
adoption of Zionism reflected the class outlook of the most reactionary
section of Jews who feared both the working class and big business,just
as their German counterparts took to Naziism in the thirties. Zionism's
emphasis on the creation of a 'mational state was but one of the solutions
posed to the Jewish Question. As Noah Lucas emphasised,Zionism was a
response: H 3

" born of. the tension between emancipation or the idea of emancipation
and persecution. The transformation of the Zionist emotion from a
mystieal meseianie bond, to'a politiecal idea was...one amongst a

“mueh larger number of Jewish responses.”(6)

Working class solidarity between Jews and non-Jews against the reactionary
regimes in Eastern Furope and Russia, and the proletarianisation of the
Jewish masses, was the socialist solution to the growing problem of anti-~
Semitiesm. This was the solution of the anti-Zionist Rund,a Jewish
socialist and nationalist party in Poland,Russian and Lithuania.

As Lacquer remarks:

"Phe hostility of the Bund to Zionist initiatives...did not mellow
with time."(7)

zionism's solution to the Jewish Question was the establishment of a
state based on exactly the same principles and social system as espoused
by the Jews' anti-Semitic tormentors.The first thing the Zionists did in
Palestine was to organise a boycott of Arab Labour and Produce. As Sir
John Hope Simpson wrote, in his PReport after the 1929 riots:

"ppom the beginning they(the Zionists~-TG) had followed a natural
tendency...to employ Jewish workers in preference to others in the
budding colonies, but during the hard times of the mid tventies,
this had become something of a principle...The principle of the
persistent and deliberate boycott of Arab Labour in the colonies
i8 not only contrary to the Mandate but it is in addition a
constant and inerecasing source of danger to the country."(8)

Leon summed up Zionism in a nutshell when he said:

nzionism wishes to resolve the Jewish Question without destroying
capitalism, which is the principle source of suffering of the Jews."(3)

An alternative analysis to Leon's argued by Moshe Machover stresses that
anti-Semitism is in itself a fake anti-Capitalist reaction, it is not
possible therefore to argue as Leon does that “Capit2iism...is the
principle source of the suffering of the Jews." There is no doubt that
anti-Semitism and indeed much of fascist ideology borrows from a pre-
Capitalist and feudal period, a past when the Jews did indeed play the
role of a particular class. The mythical portraval of a past golden

age is also part of the Nazi ideological baggage. But in the context of
capitalism today, the onlv role such a false anti-Capitalism has is to
reinforce Capitalism by dividing its opponents. And given the active
encouragement anti-Semites have received from the more reactionary (and
sometimes not so reactionary) sagments of the bourgeoisie, it cannot

be wrong to attribute anti-Semitism to the capitalist system. This is 7
particularly true of a capitalist system in acute crisis and unable to

]
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Noah Lucas,'A Modern History of Terael'pld,Weidenfield " & Nicholson,1875
Lacquer 'A.History of Zionism',HNew York 1972,Holt, Enehart & Wilson p291
Sykes op.cit. plls

Leon op.cit. p249
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expand, vwhich seeks out particular groups as -scapegoats. The policies
of the Thatcher government should be proof of this and this is why

there is in reality a difference only of emphasis between Machover
(Rodinson's?) and Leons' analysis. It was in the INABILITY of capitalism
to expand and absorb both national minorities and other pools of labour
that lay behind the staying power and transformation of anti~-Semitism,

Large sections of the Jewish middle and upper classes had

Sseen either assimilation,or Haskalah,'The Enlightenment' (the secularis-

(10)

ation of Judaism) as the answer to the Jewish Questicn. Reform Judaism
which grew indirectly out cf the Haskalah: _

"eliminated Hebrew and all Israeli ecentred allusions from the
liturgy and ceremonies so that no vestige would rcmain of any
tmplication that Judaism invoived a eollective allegiance
beyond the econfessional."(10)

Zionism represented the final defeat of Haskalah and Jewish assimilation.

Luecas op.eit. pls



ZIONISM: WHAT SORT QF REACTION?

Zionism today likes to pose as the answer to anti-Semitism. It is certainly
a reaction. As socialists we have to say that whilst it was a reaction to
anti-Semitism, Zionism was the most defeatist and conservative reaction.
Zionism revpresented a running away from fascism and anti-Semitism. Zionism
held that anti-Semitism was the eternal, natural reaction of a Gentile
society to a Jewish presence. From the first,the Zionist movement decided
to come to terms with anti-Semitism. Theodore Herzl who was President of the
first 6 Zionist C%ngresses, noted after the Drevfus trial which set him
along the Zionist path:

"In Paris...I achieved a freer attitude towards anti-Semitiem, whieh I
now began to understand historically and to pardon. Above all,I recognise
the emptiness and futility of trying to 'eombat' anti-Semitism."(1)

To the Zionists it was 'futile' to try and combat anti-Semitism because
racism, like the existence of separate races was 'natural',and what was
natural was in bourgeoise logic,by definition unchangaeble. The alternative
would have been to analyse the social,political,economic and historical roots
of anti-Semitism in order to combat it. But that would have called into
question the very reason for 7ionism's existence. Instead Zionism has,in
Herzl's words, found it easier to come to terms with and pardon anti-Semitism.
Pinsker, a Zionist who predated Herzl, held that 'Judaephobia' was a
psychic abnormality whose symptoms were anti-Semitism:

"Judaephobia is then a mental disease, and as a mental disease it 18

hereditary, and having been inherited for 2 000 years, it is incurable.”

2
And at the 1900 Zionist Congress in London, Herzl also described anti- (2)
Semitism as a contagious disease.

"Large scale immigration would be dangerous both for the English Jews
and the immigrants. For these poor immigrants would unknowitngly bring
with them the very thing that provoked their flight-anti Semitiem."(3)

And Chaim Weizzman,President of the World Zionist Organisation for so long
and first President of Israel, confided to the late Richard Crossman MP, a
member of the 1946 Anglo American Commission of Inquiry, and himself an
ardent Zionist that:

Monti-Semitiem is a baeillus which every Gentile carries with him
wherever he goee and however often he denies £5.."(%)

As Leon wrote:
"zioniem twvansposes modern anti-Semitism to all of history; it savee

itself the trouble of studying the various forms of anti-Semitism
and their evolution."(§5)

From beginning to end,Ferzl sought an agreement with the various anti-Semitic
rulers. He explained the strategy thus:

"Phe governments of all countries scourged by anti-Semitism will be
keenly interested in assisting us to obtain the sovreignty we want.'"(6)

He travelled to Czarist Pussia to meet the notorious Interior Minister,
Count von Plehve, who had organised the porgroms at Kishinev. Herzl out-
lined his vision of a Jewish state either in Palestine,Uganda or Argentina
(the biblical 'justification' for such a state came later),sponsored he
hoped by the Czar. In return he offerecd to rid PRussia of its Jews ,who he
pointed out would feed the growing revolutionary movemnents. Plehve was all
in favour,and when Herzl tried to convince him of the merits of Zionism,he

(1) "~ Earies of Theodore Herzl,Gollancz,London 1958 pé€

(2) Pinsker,Autoemanzipation,ein Mahnrufan seine Stammesgenossen,von einem
russischen Juden Berlin 1882 ps

(3) Eli Lobel, 'Kodsky and Lobel,'The Arab World and Isvael' ppl00/1

(4) ' FH Crossman,'A Nation Rkborn',New York Atheneum 1960 p2

(5) Leon op.cit. p247

(6) Heral, 'The Jewish State',New York 1946 p92
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‘interrupted him séying Enat he was already a firm supporter:Plehve wrote
a2 letter pledging "moral and material assistance”,a letter which became
"Herzl's most cherished. asset. "(7)

Herzl saw the Ottoman Sultan, the German Emperor,Lord Cromer,Count Witte
of czarist Pussid,®ing Victor Emmanuel and even the pope. He was told
by Count Witte, the Czars Finance Minjister that: : & 25t

"If 7t were possible to drown 8ix or seven million Jews in the Blaak
Sea I would be rerfectly happy to do 80, but ©“tis not possible 80 e
must let them live. But we encourage the Jews to emigrate,we kick
them out. "(8) “

Years later Jabtinsky, leader of the Revisionist Zionists, was to holéd
similar talks with the Ukranian leader Petlvura, whose fascist gangs
murdered some 200 000 Jews between 1918 and 1920 and during the Nazi
invasion. As Lacquer admits:

"The main cuZprit'regarding the pogroms were the nationalist
forees under Petliura. (9

lished a navy school at Civitavechia in 1934 as a training camp for the
youth Zionist group of his, Retar, in order to produce a navy for the
future Jewish state:

"Thie school was able to function right up to 1937. Jabotinsky was
eonvinced- and managed to convinece others- that it would be better for
the Palestinian Jews for the Zionist movement and for Jews all over the
world 7f Fascist Italy became the mandatory power in Palestine instead
of Great Britain."(10) and

"at the same period Mussolini was cautioning the leaders of the
tnternational Zionist movement to be prudent and trying to dissuade
them from organising or attempting to organise an anti-German :
movement. "(11) - :

Mussolini praised Jabotinsky in a conversation with the Chief Rabbi of
Rome,David Pinto saying that:

"For Zionism to sueceed you need to have a Jewish state with a
Jewish flag and language. The man who really understands this is
your faseist Jabotineky."(12)

And Mussolini,had in turn bean told bv Nahum Sokolow of the Zionist
Executive that: '

"true Jews had nver fought against him"

and this endorsement was echoed hy Jewish periodicals the world over.
Nathan Weinstock notes that:

"the Italian representatives to the Zionist Congress held in Prague in
L933-Sacerdoti aqnd ' kante Lattes- did their best *to roderate anti-German
statements. Hachsharot (training camps for pioneers) were estabiitehed °
in Ttaly with offieial govermmental approval. In short by the middle of
the thirties, Mussolini was the darling of Europcan Zionists as well as
@ hero to most Italian Jews." (13)

Mussolini also told Nahum Goldmann, the World Jewish Congress leader when
he visited him (one wonders if there were any Zionist leaders who did Nor
visit the worlds first fascist leader) that:

(7) Moshe Menhuin, ' lecadence of Judaism in Oup Time'(Institute of Palestindan
Studies), 1969 p4e

(8) quoted by Ruben Ainsztein, 'Jewigh” ksistance in Nazi Occuried Eastern
Furope',London 1974 pls1 )

(9) Lacquer p441 .

(10) Luey Stetnberg, 'Not As A Lamb;Jews Against Hitler'Gordon'd’Cremones,
University Press,Glasgow ps:

(11) Ibid p.61 (12)M Zohar, Ben Gurion,The Armed Prophet (Englewood Cliffs,
Prentice Hall,New Jersecy 1968 p4eé.

(13) N Weinstock, 'Zionism;A False Messiah'Inkiinks,1979 pl50/1l,s8ee Michael
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"You must create a Jewish state. I am myself a Zionist. I have also
said this to Ir Weizazmen. Yol muet have a true etate...I will help
you have a Jewieh state.'"(14)

When Mussolini joined with Hitler, the Revisionists found a sponsor in
the anti-Semitic Polish government under Marshall Pilsudski. These Polish
anti-Semites trained Betar in the Carpathian mountains and the Zionists
proposed that Poland:

"ask Britain to turn over the mandate for Palestine to you and make
it in effecet a Polish colony. You could then move all your unwanted
Jegwe to Palestine."(l5)

And the 20th. : Zionist Congresé‘(iurich,B-l?.B.B?) decided to send Chaim

Weizzmann,the President:

"to Poland and’ lumania to emeure the support of those countries for
the creation of a Jewish state. The policy of those states was in
reality very clear. A community ofnearly 3% million Jews Llived in
Poland and nearly 800 000 Jews lived in. Bumania. Just Like Berlin,
Warsaw and Bucharest were interested in seeing the Jews leave their

" maticnal territory. So those two capitals were very favourable to

 the arguments put forward by the Zionists."(18)

Walter Lacquer ,himself a noted Zionist historian and apologist,could not
fail to raise the questiien which has haunted the Zionist movement since its
inception, namely its relationship to the anti-Semites:

"It wase a dilemma whieh faced Zionist leaders from Herzl onwards and
caused them much heart searching. Thirty years later Weizmann was to

be recéived in audience by Mussolini...to have re frained from
meeting dictators and anti-Semites would have saved them a great
many moral conflicts. But it would have severely limited their
freedom of action..."(17)

From the very beginning, the Zionists realised that theirs and the anti-
Semites ‘interests conicided. After Herzl wrote the programmatic pamphlet,
'Der Judenstaat (the Jewish State or 'State of the Jews') which helped to
bind the various Zionist fragments into one cohesive movement politically,
and which outlined both the nature and means of achieving the future state,
he recalled the reaction to it: - 6

"Was at the printing office and talked with the managers...both are
presumably anti-Semites. They greeted me with genuine cordiality.
They liked my pamphlet.”(18) :

Similarly the atni-Semite Fdouard Drumont wrote in La Libre Parole that Ferzl
accepted in his Jewish State,many of the accusations levelled at the Jews by
those such as himself. (19) :

Hanna Arendt tells how a von Mildenstein (see later) required Adolph Eichmann:

“to read der Judenstaat,the famous Zionist classic which converted
Eichmann promptly and forever to Zioniem...ae late as 1939 he secems
to have protested against desecrators of Herzl's grave in Vienna. " (20)

In welcoming anti-Semitism Herzl wrote:

"Great exertions will hardly be necessary to spur on the movement.
Anti semites provide the necessary impetus."21)

(14Ibid plS5l

(L5) R Briscoe, 'For the Life of Me'Longmanne 1959,London 1959 p268

(16) Eliahu Ben Elissor,p204,La’ Eplometique du Illie kich ¢t lece Juife

(17) Lacquer op.cit pl2é ; :

(18) Marvin Lowenthall'The Liaries of T Heral'New York 1962 p8l,eited in
Zionism’ ¢ Fkeisem,Biliig & Soms,International Organisation for the
Elimination of All:Forms of keism,Klaus Herrmann p206] BEstributed BAZO

(L9) D Stewart,Herzl,p2s

(20) Arendt, 'Eichmann in Jerusalem:A Rport on the Banality of Evil'p4l,1879

(21) Herzl,The Jewish State,H Pordes,London 1967 p57 eited in Marion Wool faon
"Prophets in Babylen,Jews in the Areb World' pll4 : ;
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In regard to the Grand Duke of Baden, Frederich I, Herzl noted: .

"He took my project for buiiding a state with the utmost earmestness.
His chief misgiving was that if he supported the cause, people
=~ might accuse him of anti-Semitism." (22)

And when.plahning his meeting with the German ruler he noted that:

"To the German Kaiser I shall say-'let us go we are aliens! They do
not let us diseolve into the population nor are we able to do so.”"(23

When Zionist attention shifted towards Britain, anti-Semites were the
first to receive Herzl's attention. In 1902 he appeared before the
Aliens Commission, set up to formulate restrictions on Jewish immigration

"Herzl's appearance before the commission could have only two effects,
. The anti-Semites would be able to say that' b Herzl, the ecxpert,
maintained that a Jew could never become an Englishman."(24)

The Aliens Act, which came from the work of the Atiens
Commission, following the agitation of the British Brothers League ,was
introduced into Parliament by none other than Arthur J Balfour, author
of the Balfour Declaration in 1917. And not only was Balfour, then Home
Secretary and later Foreign Secretary, an anti-Semite, so was his Prime
Minister Lloyd George and Winston Churchill, then Colonial Secretary.
Of Lloyd George, an ardent Zionist and a supporter of Hitler in the
thirties, it was said: -

"He .doee not care a damn for the Jews or their past or their future.”
Similarly Churchill, who played such a pivotal role in the establishméﬁé)

of two very similar states, namely Ulster and Israel, was not above
writing about Trotsky's:

"Schemes of a world wide communistic state under Jewish domination."(26)

The anti-Semites wanted the various nations to be rid of 'their' Jews
and the Zionists also wanted the Jews to depart. The Zionists only
gualification was that their destination be Palestine. Up to the first
World War, there was a massive emigration of Jews from the poverty of
Eastern Europe, treading the paths of the Irish and other national
minorities before them. Virtually none chose to go to an inhospitable
Palestine. As was pointed out: T

"It was precisely the Zionists who showed themselves ready to free
Germany of its Jews...the only Jews with whom, in the final analysis,
various organs of the Third leich and in particular the Ministers of
Foraign Affairs and the Economy were to establish real working relations,
were in effect the Zionists and the Palestinian Jewe."(27)

As early as the 20th June 1932, ﬂ;//
"300 Nazis marched through the streets of Breslaw and terrorised

Jewieh passers by shouting, 'Let the Jews go to Palestine.'(28)

Heinrich Class, President of the Pan German League, who on Hitlers'
elevation to power was made an honorary member of the Reichstage,wrote:

"Those who regard the Jews as a foreign race,which despite its partici-
patton in all the products of our culture,did not become German...must

-

Lowenthall op.cit. pll8,Zionism p206

T.Herzl, '"Tagebuches, Vol II p27

Laeéquer op.cit. pll9

Asquith cited by Leanord Stein,pld9-§0, 'The Balfour kelaration'London
Zioniem versus Bolshevism, 'Illustrated Sunday Herald' 8.2.80 1963
Eliahu Ben Elissar, La Eplomatique du Ille Rich et les Juifs pp86/7
J M Wise, 'Swasttika, the Nazi Terror',New York 1933 p45
see also H Agar'The Saving lmnant' London 1960 on the original attitude

of the SS to the Zionists :
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rejoice over the faet that among the Jews themselves the *nationalist
movement called Zicnism <s gaining more and more adherents. One must tcke
ones' hat off to the Zionists, they admit openly and honestly that their
people are a folk of ite own kind whose basic characteristics are tmmutable
«.they also deelare openly that a true aseimilation of the Jewish aliens
to the host nations would be imposeible according to the natural laws of
race...THE ZIONISTS CONFI M WHAT THE ENEMIES OF THE JEWS, THE A IHE IENTS
OF 'THE®~ MCIAL THEO B HAVE ALWAYS ASSE MWED...German and Jewish nationalists
are of one opinion in regard to the indestructability of the Jewish race.”
: (29) my emphasis
The book'Wenn Ich d=r Kaiser War’ [ “hic¢h went into 5 editions before the war)

laid out the programne adcp*ed by tae Nazis in 1938 when Jewish property was
confiscated. -As Dawcdowicz not=ad:

"German anti-Semites regaerded Clase'’s book as 'trailblazing' and his influence
on the National Socialists was deecisive.” (30)

And S0 we =2e how Zionism lcgitimised all that the anti~Semites and later
the Nazis, had to sa{. Is it any wonder that the anti-Zionist and socialist
Bund &*tackad them s> fierccly, and that the Jewish workers despised them?
Similarly Theodoxre Fritsch stated:

“We still coneider the Zionists as the most honest of Jews...we therefore
demand together with the Zionists 'a clean separation’ and the scttlement
of the Hebrews in a special Jews dominton.(3l) .’

Fritsch was described as the ’'grand old man of anti-Semitic propaganda and

"q lynchpin in the anbti-Semitic movement was the author of a classic anti-
Semitic text, 'Antisemiten Katechismus'(Anti Semtitic Catechism) renamed
'Handbuch der Judenfrage’ of which Himmler said, "one can find all the
relevant material...If only some of the etermally blind could have it
put before their ecyee.”"(32)

After the Nazis had c¢ome to power, the Zionists continued to receive warm .
praise. Schwarze Iorps, pape: of the SS, argued that the Zionists alone in the
Jewish community should be supported:

"Phe Zionista adhere to a striet raeial position and by emigrating to
Palestine they are helping to build their own Jewich state."(33)

The Nazis ,just like th2 British with their Balfour Declaration and McMahon/
Hussein double dealincs scught to deal with both the pro-Nazi Mufti and the 8
7ionists at one and the sam> :time. The Nazis consistently encouraged emigration
to Palestine:

"In addition to the flow of Jewish refugees from Germany to Eastern Eurcpe
...a new type of immigration headed towards Palestine organised from the porte
of Eastern Mediterrancan carly in 193S...But to a great extent it was organriseu

by Gestapo agents bent on making Central Europe Judenrein...When passengers

are needed...Jews ars rounded up and threatened with the concentration
campe unless they leave Germany.'Where can we go' they plead, 'Palectinea’
replies the Gestapo...It wae well knoun that the refugee traffic was pun
with Gestapo ccneent and sometimes on thetr strnuous initiative. "(34)

The anti-Semites were not slow to recognise a coincidence of interest.And
those that remained also saw Zionism,with its emphasis not on fighting anti-
Semitism but on encouraging emigration as legitimising anti-Semitism:

(29) If I Were the Kaiser,1912, D Frymman (pseudonym)

(30) Lucy Tawidowiesz, 'War Against the Jews',Pelican 1976 p88

(31) Der Hammer (Leipzig) January 1922,cited in Hermann op.eit p207

(32) Dawidowiez op.cit. pp38,68,104

(33) Ibid pll8

(34) U Wischnitzer'To' Wwell in Safety’,Philadelphia 1948,cited in Sykes pp220/
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"It should be remembered that the great majority of East European Jews
were,up to the outbreak of the second World War, opposed to Ziontem, ..
the most fanatical enemies of Zionism were precisely the workers, those:
who spoke Yiddich...they were the most determined opponents of the tdea
of an emigraiion from East Europe to- Palestine...in the idea of ‘an '
evacuation,of an ezxodus, from the.countries in which they had their homes
and in whieh their ancestors had lived for centuries, the anti-Zionists
gaw an'abdication of their rights, g surrender to anti-Semitiem. To them
antt-Semitism ccemed to triumph in Zioniem, which recognised the legitim-
acy and the validity of the old cry 'Jews get out!' The Zionists were

agreetng to get out,"(35) .-
As Dawidowicz wrote: %5

"The Zionists.and the Ostjuden...were the more econgpieuous minorities
among Germar. Jeve, for .they challenged the central tenet of German Jewigh
existence- Jewtsl "belongingness to Germany. ' ring the life of the Weimaz
" public,most German Jews regarded Zionism as an alien doetrine."(36)

The bourgeois leaders of the Jewish community in Britain felt the same
way, In a letter to the Times (24.5.17) David Anexander and Claude Montefic
President of the Board of Deputies and the Anglo Jewish Assogiation
respectively,wrote pointing out:that: ° '

"&iJ&wish'p01§§£adﬁfﬁationa2§£y was an anachronism® nd that it would
"eompromise the Jews wherever they had secured equal rights for all."(37)

This was the accusation of virtually all Zionism's Jewish opponents namezy
that it would legitimate anti-Semitism.And Leon wrote whilst working for
the 4th International in Nazi occupied Belgium that : vt :

"The Zionist illusion began to lose its attractiveness...In Poland the
last elections revealed that the Jewish masses were turning completely
away from Zionism. The Jewish masses began to understand that Zioniem

_.not only could not-sericusly improve their situation, but that i1t was
furnisking weapons to the anti-Sémites by its theories of the objectiv
necessity of Jewish emigration."(38)

Of the twenty Jewish Council seats, the Zionists gained precisely one.

- . - -5 -

3>

(35) "Ia;:zqc__.‘ leutscher, '"The lon: Jewish Jew ' & Other Essays-The* Keesian
Rvolution and the Jewish Question' pp66/7

(36) lgwidowiez op.eit p2l8

(37) Lacquer op.cit pl9gq! »y et

(38) Leon op.cit. p@58: vt
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Zionists will often argue that while a“co-incidence of interests between
themsclves and the anti-Semites exists, their political and philcsophical
world view, that is ideclogy sharply differs. But on closer analysis the
similarity in ocutlook which made cooperation so easy is all to evident.
Herzl in his 'Der Judenstaat' saw Zionism as a means of deflecting support
for socialism amongst Jewish workers,just as the reacticnaries used anti-
Semitism to deflect the anti-Capitalism of the non-Jewish workers.

"In his memoranda, Herzl played on the fear of the Kaiser and his

- eollaborators of revolutionary socialism Jews would econtinue to supply

" the revolutionary parties with leaders and lieutenants wnless a remedy
wae found for their plight."(1) -

And Herzl told Von Plehve:

"Help us faster to land and the revolt will end. So will the dbfectinn
to the socialist ranks.,'(2)

In fact Herzl boasted that Zionism would dissolve all revoluticnary . i
socialist elements among the Jews. (3)

The anti-Semitism of the ruling classes was not aimless and based upon a
personal dislike of things Jewish. On the contrary it recognised as did

the Bolsheviks, that the Jewish proletariat was the most likely to be won
over to the cause of revolutionary socialism because of the oppression and
poverty they suffered, and it was thiswhich helped foster their anti-Semitic
prejudices, in addition to the Jews being handy economic scapegoats. In much
the same way that Hitler 20 years later was to hate the Jews because of hisg
hatred of socialist revolution and his identification of the former with the
latter. Of Plehve it was said that:

-"What we” pursued in the Jew was the revolutiomary."(4)
As Lacgqguer noted:

"Hersl's critice maintained ...that he made a deal with Plehve promising
that Jewish Socialists would no longer attack the tsarist govermment.'(5)

And similarly the timing of the Balfour Declaration (coming as it did just
days before the revolution in Russia, was not accidental. It was hoped that
by giving support to Zionism, the Jewish working class in Russia might in .
turn give support to the allies - a somewhat forlorne hope. But for Balfour:

"Zionism was a valuable antidote to the revolutionary aspirations of the
Jewish masses, " (6)

and not surprisingly the "Tearist government...favoured the establishment
of an independent Jewish state capable of absorbing several millions of
them., " (7)

But according to Moses Hess, the first modern political gionist,in his
novel Rome & Jerusalemn:

"The race struggle is the primary one, the class struggle ie secondary.”

Hess had no doubt at all where he stood in the political divide,when the
question of socialism or nationalism reared its head. It is Hess incidéntally
who is held to have inspired Marx's essay 'On the Jewish Question',which in
fact used the Jewish Question to illustrate wider philosophical and political
questions. Hess's article bore the title 'On the Essence of Money' and it

was noted that:

(1) The Complcte [Diaries,T Herzl,New York 1960,§ Vols p769 cited in Lacquer
see also Leanord Stein,The Balfour leclaration p325

(2) Ibid. pl24

(3) Menhin op.cit pp46/7

(¢) Baruch Hageni, 'Le Sionisme Folitique et som fondateur' pl?0

(§) Laequer op.cit. pl2$s

(6) see’ breen Ingrams,Palestine Fapers 1917-22'Seeds of Confliet'London 1972
p? and Stein op.ctt p340 ‘eited in Weimstock 'Zioniem Falese Messiach'p99
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"The similaritics betwcen Hess's artiele and Marz's Judénfrage are striking
and can only be accounted for om the supposition that Marx copied heavily
from Hess's essay presuming it would not be published."”(8)

Marx's essay is held by many 21onists,errone0u§l¥,to be antiHSemitic,put they
never mention who in fact it was who inspired it.

As Herzl's relationship with the various anti-Semitic rulers deve Lope:
he came to the conclusion that:

"the anti-Semites will be our most dependable friends...our allies.”(J)
and as Lacquer notes:

"many Jewish institutions and individuals claimed there was no Jewish Questi.
-«.why stir up trouble and supply ammunition to the anti-Semites who had arg
ued all along that the Jews constituted a nation apart with their own secret
government. " (10)

But as Lucas,a critical Zionist historian notes,Herzl's political Zionism

"was derived from the analysie of anti-Semites,many assumptiong of which
it shared; that the Jews were unique in a metaphysical sense and could not
assimilate...and that anti-Semitiem wae a natural expression of folk
feeling and hence ineradicable...the endorsement of anti-Semitic assumpti
and agsertions of the national character of the community wae directly
eontrary to the beliefe and aspirations of the Jewe of the West and it is
not surprising that they vehemently rejected Zionism and regarded it as a
threat to their progress and their very security. In the end however, the
Zionist doetrine accorded closely with the experience of the Jewish
middle class."(l1l) ; »

and as Lacquer notes :

"the Zioniste were in a position of strength because it was already obviou:
before the first World War that the tide was running against liberalism...
the anti-liberal tide...(that) strengthened the Zionist thesis aldo put
Zipniem into undesirable ideological proximity with right wing and
reactionary movements and ideas.'"(12) i

The Zionists accepted the views fashionable in pro-imperialist
circles, that the world was divided into superior (white) races and inferior
(black) races. Those which were civilised and those which were savage. Such
was the staple diet of racism which provided the ideological justification
for the imperialist domination of the majority of the world by the Western
powers, who went in search of raw materials, markets and pools of cheap
labour. But the racism which justified colonial oppression, was ald8o refined
and used against the national minorities of Europe, not least the Jews.
Racism (like sexism) legitimised the inequalities of the existing capitalist
order, both between and within nations, and provided convenient scapegoats
for the ruling classes. There is no better example of Herzl's racist and
colonialist mentality than the account of his visit to Palestine. Like
colonialists before and since, he took nc acccunt of the Palestinian popul-
ation which had been living there for hundreds of years. As Amos Elon, an
Israeli writer noted:

"The natives seemed to have vanished befora his eyes...or else they assumed
mo political.importance in hie mind. " "(13) :

(8) D MeLellan, 'The Young Hegelians and Karl Marz ' (London) 1970 ppl54/s
eited in Weinstock op.eit. p26é8
(9) J B Agus.'The mecaning of Jewish History' pd423 cited im Zionism' & Reism
p24,Humphrey Walz, 'Contrasting Perspectives ' & Perceptions'
(10) Laequer pl03

(11) Lucae op.cit. p30

(12) Lucas p397 ' _
(13) Amos Elon,Heral,Weidenfeld & Nicholson,London 1975 p290 eited im Marior

Woolfson 'Jews in the Arab Lands=-Prcphets in Babylon'Faber pll3d
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And in the words of Tesrael Zangwill, a member of the zionist Executive in

a phrase which was used continuously by the zionist movement,Palestine was:
Wq Land without a people waiting for a people without a land. " (14)

But a certain Tschlenow provides an interesting justification of Zangwill's
infamous sayving: g

"It is truethat the number of Arabs (in Palestine=TG) is higher than the

- mumber of Jevs by about half a million, but on the whole Jews and Arabs
today comprise no -more than ten to fifteen pereent of the pcpulation
which Fformerly inhabited Jewish (7?) Palestine. The country ts therefore
uninhabited and awaits those who will colonise it and regemerate it."(1l5)

And as cher critics noted:

"Hepzl visits Palestine but seems to find nobody there but his fellouw Jeus,
Arabe apparently vanish before him ae in their own Arabian nights."(16)

But Herzl saw_thém long enough tc recommend that before they left

nthe natives should be put te work exterminating wild animals such as
snakes to which tle Jzws were not accustomed. "(17)

Even Weizzmenn had said in 1931:

HIf you loowx at prewar Zionist literature...you will hardly find a word
about the Arabs”

and Lacquerz' chapter on the Arabs in entitled 'The Unseen Question'. And
yet the Zionists were for all the talk about an empty land,aware of the
presence of the Palestinians. It was simply their racist mentality which
prevented them beccming a factor in their calculations. When the 'cultural’
Zzionist Ahad Ha'am visited Palestine in 1891, he wrote:

"we abroad are used to believing that Palestine <& almost entirely
deaolate,an uneultivated desert in which anyone who wants to buy land
can do so at will. But this ic not €o. In the whole country it 18
diffieult to find arable land that is not already cultivated."(18)

And Max Nordau,Herzl's Deputy exc’aimed:
"Byt there cre Arabs in Palestinel I did not know"(19)

And the Haycraft Comaission,sa®: up after the first wave of riots in
Palestine, ccrcluded that the Zionist Organisation:

ndesived to ignove the Avabs as a factor to be taken into serious
constderation., " (20

But it was official policy of the Zionist Executive in the 1920s not to
enter into political discussions with the Arabs (Lacquer p24%). And when at
the Jewish Agency Council meeting in August 1937 in Zurich,Judah l!agnes
proposed negotiations with the Arabs he was shouted down and ruled out of
order! Presumably it was ocut of order to mention the Palestinians. (27)

"And the same conclusion is reached by Lucas:

(14)
(15)

(i6)
(17)

(18)
(L9)
(20)
(2l)

"early votces ca%iing for a political appraisai of what for Zionism became
the 'Arab Question’ were ignored im the higher councils of the movement
and virtually silenced within Palestine by the fury of the reaction they

Zwangwill,Tercel The Rturn to Palestine;New Liberal Rview II IDecember
1901, eited in Iavid Hirst'The Gun’ & the Olive Branch' pld
EW Tsehlenow 'La Cuerre lo wvevolution russe et le sionisme,lopenhagen
1917 ppl8/9 eited in Weinstock p79
JN Jeffrice;Palestine The Rality,London 1939 pd0 eited in Lacquer p2l0
Complete' Earies of T Herzl,herzl Fress and T Yoseloff,New York 1960
Vol One p98 eited in Hivst op.cit pld

Ahad Haam,Collected Works (Hebrew) Vol 3 pp234/6 Tel Aviv 1977

eited in 'Israelis,Founders and Sons',Amos Elon pl48

George Kirk,'A Short History of the Middle East'London 1966 ,Methuen pls57
See J Marlowe, 'Seat of Pilate' London Crecsset Press,1959,cited in Shkes pi



ZIONIST I IEOLOGY -4-

provoked. .. (they) associgted any tenderness...with the sort of minority
peychology which was typical of European Jeury and which was repudiated
by Zionists."(22)

Eugenics, the 'science’ of selective breeding which explained why the
manority of the population were poor whilst the few were wealthy, was part
of the ideological baggage of the early Zionist theoreticians. Just as

there were elite races, so there were elites WITHIN the races (and of course
"inferior’ elements). The wealthy were naturally part of the elite, and
intelligence theories and IQ tests were used to provide the intellectual
gloss. Poverty too was natural baecause the poor brought it upon themselves
and one therefore had to control their breeding through forced sterilisaticn
if necessary. It is from this ideological strata, the most reactionary
segment of bourgeois ideology, that Zionism sprang.

In 1904,L'Echo Sioniste featured the contributions of Zionist scholar
Herman Jacobsohn on craniometry. In a series of 5 articles he reveiwed the
cranial measurements,eye and hair ‘colour etec. in order tc prove the existence
of a "Jewish Racial Type.'(23)

Today similar 'factsheets® are published by the Racial Preservation Society
in order to prove that black people are inferior to the white anglo saxon
races.In fact all the early Zionist theoreticians supported the racial
science,social darwinist and Egenicist movements. For instance Max Nordau,
wgs a follower of Lombrosc the social Darwinist criminologist,Nordau claimed
that: '

"The Jews possess a greater enterprising spirit and abilities than

the average European,to say nothing about all those Asians

or Afriecans. "(24)

Nordau who briefly succeeded Herzl was author of a book 'Degeneration’
(1968 ,New York) which attacked virtually everv progressive thinker in
racial/biological terms. And Moses Fess wrote in a similar vein that:

"Ihave even heard it said quite seriously that the Indo Germanic race
improves its quality by mixing with the Jewish race.”(25)

Even Walter Lacquer, a Zionist himself, noted regarding the early Zionist
theoreticians that:

"Far beyond the wishes and aspirations of individuals, there was the
objective Jewish Question. This referred to soeiological faetors and
also to the distinet character of the Jews as a race. Some western
writers were influenced by the writings on race theory published ‘
during the two deeades before the first World War and a few (z%cludzng
Fuppin and Elias Auverbach) pursued their own studies in this fteld.
The theory of racial cdonstancy taught that certain distinct%ve quqlztzaﬂ
were inherited irrespective of soeial,cultural and geographical eire-
umstances...These views were later absorbed by the Nazis and provided
the justifiecation for Hitlers' racial policy. "(28)

Dr Ruppin,a relatively unknown but powerful figure in the Zionist project,
opened the Jewish National Funds' Palestine Office in 1908 and headed

the Palestine Office of the World Zionist Orcanisation during the 1920s
and 30s,lending powerful support to the Kikbutz type of settlement (see
later),he was someone that Dayan was prone to quote at length. In Zionist
terms he was a 'dove',associated for a time with Juda Magnes's group,

I 1 Ot

(22) Lucas op.eit. ppldo/l i " v ; .

(23) M K Marrus,The Politics of Assimilation (Oxford 1971) p271 eited in
Zionism & Reism,p209 3

(2¢) Max Nordau to this Pecple,New York 1941,p73 eited by S Goranov p32 in

(25) A Hertzberg, 'The Zionist Idea' pl27,New York 1959 Zionism & Ikactism
etted tn HRan,2Zionism’ & kcism p38 '

(26) Lacquer op.cit. pp386/7
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Brit Shalom, (Peace League),Today the Jensens and Evsencks of this world
continue to justify the oppression of women and black people in terms of
their biclogical and genetically inherited differences.

In a similar vein’ Ben Frommer, a revisionist Zionist,outlined the
theoretical tenets of his brand of Zionism:

"It 28 presumptious on the part of a Jew to demand that he be treated as
lovingly as say a Teuton in a Teutonic country, or as a Pole in a Polish
ecountry. He must Jealously guard his life and ifberty but he must condidly
recognise that he doesn't'belong’. The liberal fietion of perfect equality
28 doomed because it 18 unnatural."(27)

As the modern Zionist historian Y Elam wrote in the Mapai newpaper:

"Ztonism has not regarded anti-Semitism as abnormal,absurd,deformed cnd
marginal phenomenon. It has regarded anti-Semitism as a natural phenom-
enon, something given and normal in the attitude of gentiles to the
precsence of Jews in their midst...a normal,almost rational reaction of
the gentiles to the abnormal and deformed situation of- the Jewish people
in the diaspora.’(28) ' ;

Zionism also distinguishes itself by its worship of the state. Israel's very
name is the 'State of Israel' and everything the Zionists did from their
beginnings in Basle in 1897 to their declaration of independence in 1948 was
geared to one thing- the establishment of a state. Herzl’'s book was entitled
the 'State of the Jews'. Isarel Shahak, President of the Israeli League for
Civil and Human Rights, commenting upon this state worship noted in refere-
nce to the Bible which is used as a source of legitimation for the state:

"But to be devoted to the State? I can well imagine Amos or Isiah splitting
their sides with laughter if somebody had demanded them to be 'devoted' to
the Kingdom of Israel or the Kingdom of Judah." (29)

Today the destruction of the state of Israel is automatically taken to mean
the killing of every Israeli,just as the destruction of other colonialist
regimes such as in Rhodesia, was taken by the settlers to mean white bahies
murdered in their sleep etc. Such are the siege fantasies of a settler
population. But in Israel even this is exceeded as the state is virtually
worshipped. Zionists talk of 'our national institutions' in revered and
awed tones. Worship of the state is part and parcel of right wing bourgecis
and fascist ideology.

"In asserting at the end of the 1l9th Century the ecentrality of the national
prineiple contained within liberal thought, it (Zionism) was conceding the
defeat of the individualist principle. While asserting the Jewish determ-
ination to obtain freedom as understood in the modern world, Zioniem simul-
taneously in a sense repudiated that hope by sharing many key assumptions
with the doctrine of anti-Semitism. "(30)

In Israel the most revered institution of the state, the army, has bv
virtue of the Emergency Defence Regulations and other requlations, dictat-
orial powers which it uses daily against the Palestinians. Socialists quite
rightly sece the state as an instrument of class rule and in no way neutral.
Hence why the advent of socialism would coincide with the withering away

(27) B Frommer,'The Significance of a Jewish State',Jewish Call Shanghati 5{33

(28) Y Elam,VNecw Assumptions to the same Zioniam, (Hebrew) in Ot 1967 cited in
'Ziontsm; Why We Oppose It' Moshe Machover pp8/8,Pal. Solidarisy Campaign

(289) A Jewish' Duty or a Jewish Apostasy,The Times,27.1.73

(30) Lucas op.eit. plé8
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of the state. But for Ben Gurion this was certainly not true:
' /
"If the Zionist idea has any true content; it i©s the content of

the state. Zionism ia the desire for a state of the Jews, the
yearning for the country of Palestine and for the establishment
of a government. "(31) '

There were others in their time who argued that what the German pecplé
wanted was their own national state. We also know what they or rather
the Nazis did with that state. And in fact at the very same time that
the Nazis were consolidating their hold on power, the Zionists too were
arguing that what the Jews needed was a state of their own just like the
German nation.

"Everywhere tiroughout the world symptoms develop which spell doom
to the cornerstone values of liberaliem. Parliament and democracy
are increasingly shattered. The exagerrated harmful emphasis on the
value of the individual ie recognised to be mistaken. The conecept
and reality of the nation and the people is gaining, to our
happinese, more and more ground. The last and most powerful and
sublime formulation of national rights and the rejection of
internationalism e found in the demands of scectalism thot it

be founded emclusively on the unique character of every nation.
The special demands of every nation namely national socialism...
the state cannct desire any other Jews execept those who subseribe
to this prineiple amongst their own people. It cannot desire to
have sycophantie Jews. It must demand from us recognition of our
absolute uniqueness and qualities, since only those who give full
honour to their own uniqueness, their own blood, could gain the
respect and honour which is bestowed by similarly inepired nations
subseribing to the same principle.”(32)

(31) Ben Gurion,Memoirs, op.ctt. p275 eited in Khamsin 8,Machover’ ¢ Offen-
burg, 'Zionism & I'ts Scareerowe'

(32) J Prinz,’'Wir Juden' pplé0/1,155/6 (Berlin) eited in Uri’ Iavies,Utopic
Incoporated op.cit. pl8
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It ic often claimed that Ziohism is a progressive,even socialist movement.
What is not often understood is that without exception, the early Zionicst
theoreticians were reactionary to the core. The phenomena of 'Labour' or
'Socialist' Zionism occured because the Jewish workers in Eastern Europe
were attracted to the left civen the latter were the only ones who fought
anti-Semitism, and it was necgessary for Zionism to use the language of
the left if they were to ever match the appeal of the left to Jewish
work=~s,

"The Bunde' leaders claimed that the Soeialiem of the left Zionists was
a deliberate sham, that they wore a red mask to hide their real inten-—
tions and to adjust themselves to the radical Zeitgeist."(l)

Of 'left' Zionism, Lucas notes that:

"Zionism eame into direct conflict with the Jewish proletariats pere-
eived interest. It wae in this eontext that the tdeas of soatalzsu
Zionism were formulated."(2)

And yet many Jewish people genuinely believed it was p0551ble to be both
Zionist and Socialist. Some found out to their cost under Nazi occupation
that the movement they had joined was not one which was formed to fight
anti-Semitism. Some particularly chose in the further left groups such as
Hashomer Hatzair, made common cause where they could with non or anti-
Zionist Jews and left groups in combatting anti-Semitism. But what mattered
was: not the individual motives and sincerity of left Zionists. After all in
the Russian Revolution, a 'Borochov' regiment fought with the Red army

and the Russian Poale Zion joined the Bolshevik Party after 1917 (though
keeping a certain limited independence up to abhout 1925). When those
fighting for socialism were on the offensive, then Zionism found it
difficult to hold its own and in the left Zionists in particular, the
socialist aspect gained ground as the Zionist dream faded. Conversely when
the fight for socialism seemed more distant and when the reactionaries were
triumphant, (as after the 1905 Russian Pevolution and the 1881 pogroms) then
support for Zionism and emigration to Palestine increased. Zionism likc 2ll
reactionary nationalisms, only offer hope to those who at times of defeat
and despair can see no other solution, and when the achivement of a class-
less society is further away than ever. But within 'left' Zionism there

was this constant battle between class solidarity and national solidarity.
A minority in Achdut Haavodah, Hashomer Hatzair and Left Poale Zion;at
different times broke away to either form as in Belgium part of the 4th
International or in Palestine the Communist Party.

In Palestine itself, the Zionist Organisation not only agreed but
was anxious to see the British authorities suppress and deport the leaders
of the Jewish Communist Party MOPSI (Mifleget Poalim Sotzialistim Ivrim)
after the May Day riots in 1921. (3)

The Palestinian Communist Party moved from a position of left Zionism to an
anti-Zionist and anti-imperialist outlook. It was formally expelled from
the Zionist Histadrut in April 1924 and the Zionist Labour leader, Berl

(1) Ben Ehud,Zionismus oder Sozialismus (Yiddish) Warsaw 1889p30 and Origins

of the HRussian-Jewieh,L Monst, Melbcurne,1947 pl36 eited in Lacquer p273

(2) Lucas op.eitt. p3§

(3)

Sce Nathan Weinstock, 'Zionism A False Messiah'Inklinks,pplls-~17
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(4)

(5)
(6)

(7)

Ratinelson,referring to them said:

"We don't want national (as opposed to Bocﬁal*TG) strikebrecakers in
our midst."(4) ' :

The Communist Party organised its own ungdh,iéhud, after their expulsiocn
and the 4th Congress of the Communist International in 1922 condemmed,
referring to the Histadrut and others:

"The peeudo soeciglist tendemcics towards colonialism of some catlegories
of well paid European workers in the colonies."and as Weinstock notes:

"the tendency to create separaté Buropean communist organisalions was
simply a, concealed form of colonialism .incompatible with proletarian
internationalism. "(§); : ; :

- But the-Hiétadrut, a Jewish only union, tried hard to prevent both Jewish

Arab working' class solidarity (for example by trying to split ‘the joint .
railworkers union (see M Offenburg op.cit) and at the same time trying to-
prevent the development of nationalist consciousness amoang Arab workers
through the establishment in 1927 of its own Arab sectdon, the Palestine
Labour League. As Hurewitz notcs after the Arab revolt,its membership

"shrank almost to the vanishing point. To offset Arab nationalist
indoctrination against 2Zioniem, which temded to keep the League's
direet influence over Arab workers at a minimum,the Histadrut expl-
otted every advantage."”

This included using Histadrut ownershi» of companies like Solel Boneh,
Israels largest Construction Co.,to insist that Arab workers (who if
there were government contracts had to be employed) join what was in
effect a company union. (6) -

As VWeinstock says of the Palestine Labour League:

"The Histadrut inevitably found it difficult to organise Arabs whilst
denying them equality on the Labour Market.'"(7)

The President of the Zionist Executive also held discussions with the
British Police on how to combat Communist propaganda among the Arabs,
(just as they were to supply similar information to the Nazis later on) (8)

This shows quite clearly that what the Zionists feared above all was not
that the leadership of the Arabs should fall into the hands of feudal
reactionaries like. the Mufti of Jerusalem and the Nashashibis .(most of
whom were subsidised by the:Arab Department of the Jewish Agency under
Kalvarisky) but that a left wing would emerge among the Arabs which
would not divert the anti-Zionist struggle into the blind alley of
religious fanaticism. ?

- The Kibbutzim, (where less than 5% of Israelis live)
areoften cited as examples of Israeli socialism. Leaving aside their
role as employers and exploiters of Arab labour, it should be noted that
Kibbutzim always served as the vehicles of expansion (as well as being
Jewish only!). For the very act of colonisation required collective
action in the face of Arab resistance. Just as State ownership of industry
doesn't necessarily change the capitalist nature of it,so collective

~ forms of colonisation does not change the nature of colonialism.

i

Maric Offenburg,Kommuniemus in Palaestina Nation und Kalassein der anti-
Kolonialen Rvolution,Meisenheim am Glan 1975 (Ph' D Thesis,W Berlin 1975)
pl87 sece also Rcent Studics on the History of the Palestine CP,Flores
Khamain No 7 pp4l-51 L _
Weinstock pl85§ op.cit citing Schram Helene Carrere d'Encausse pp ZQQ—S
Hurewitz,ppl22/3 'The Struggle for London, Marziem’' & Asia 1968
Palestine' 1976 Schocken Books i ; ’
Wethetock op.cit. pl86 eiting Fevusky pp238-42 (8) Ibid. pl34
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Lucas described the Kvutza, forerunners of the Kibbutzi% but which were
much smaller, as the result of:

“an alliance between the embryoniec labour movement and the Zionist
financial institutions.The pragmqtzsm of the more radical scctalists
among the pioneers was revealed in their readiness to enter suchk an
alliance with the Jewish bourgeoistie abroad.”

and it was an associate of Puppin, Procfessor Franz Oppenheimer, who *

"propagated cooperative theoriecs in Pglestine...The Kvutza did not :
originate as a deliberate social experiment.Ilts forms were elaborated

by acecretion in the school of circumstances.'(9) x
And it was probably Ruppin himself no socialist who summéd it up best:

"I can eay with absolute certainty : those enterprises im Palestine which
are most profit bearing for the businessman are almost the least prof-
itable for the national effort,and per contra many enterprisecs whick
‘are least profitable for the businessman are of high national value. "10)

¥Yhich is why Labour Zionism either rejected class struggle or gave it a

subordinate position within the national effort, because Zionism always
involved class collaboraticn. I D Gerdon,founder of Hapoel Hatzair:

"rejected outright the Marxian doctrine of class struggle and-formulated
an. idealietie theory of nationalism in which sceial goals were subord-
inated to national...Gordon came to the same conclusion as the orthod-
ox sccialists that socialism and nationalism were incompatible.”’1ll)

Ben Gurion from Achdut Haavodah (which in 1930 merged with Hépoél Hatzair te
form Mapai): ~ : ‘o

"ecoined the slogan from class to nation...both perspectives saw the role
of labour as a nationalist role...the Ziontst themes of nationalism agnd
soctalism were henceforth closely intertwined in labour culture.”(12)

and as tim9 tpok.iﬁs toll so:

"Poale Zion gradually came to give priority to the nationalist range
of goals over the sceralist."(13)

Ben Gurion as earty as 1906 had at the Congress of the Palestinian Poale
Zion in Jaffa opposed Savransky and others who wished to organise Arab.
labour instead of excluding it. (14)

and from the earliest days ~f Zionist colonisation,explicitly racist
attitudes developed amongst the Zionists:

"One observer wrote that on a few occasions he had detected an attitude
towards the Arabs which reminded “im of the way Europeans treated the
b;aqks." (15) and ;

"Devantin,difa&%ﬁ§ of the local Anglo-Palestine bank wrote to Wolfssohn
the head of the World Zionist Executive, that the young men from Pocle
Zion were largely responsible for the growing tension...behaving
towards the Arabe with arrogance’ and contempt.”(lf)  And that:

~ Ffrom the outset the piomeers and their trade unions fought for the
replacement of Arab by Jewish labour.”(17) :

(9) Luecae pS6 +

(L0) " Eppin;Butlding Israeci,iecw York 1949 pp47-9.65

(11) Lucas p46 , (12) Ibid. ppd48/50

(13) Ibid psl :

(14) Offenburg op.cit ppl46-8 cited in Weinstock op.cit p8?

(L5) Hugo Bergmann,Jawne und Jerusalem ,Prague 1919 p60 cited im Laequer p2l7
(16) Quoted in AZsberg,'The’drak Question in the Policy of the Zionist Exccutive
beforve the L8t World War'in Shivot Zion 4,pl6é3 cited in Laequer p&l?

(17) Laequer p219 :
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Hans Kohne,as early as 1919,denounced the:
"ehauvinism of the new immigrante"”(18)

And was it any wonder? Zionism was a colenial project from its very
beginnings and it sought to ignore the Palestinians, excluding them first
from the economy and then from the ccuntry altogether. The official racism
of the Zionist movement permeated downwards to the Halutzim (pioneers) ==
racist attitudes socially and pPolitically. As Israels 1lst Prime Ministor,
Ben Gurion wrote:

"First and foremost I am a Zionist and strive for the concentration of
the Jewish people in its oun eountry. Only after that do I see the Arab
question arising."(19) : :

Little wonder that a Harris Poll in Time Magazine (12.4.71) found that
3/4 of Israelis believed Arabs to be "less intelligent” and 2/3 thought
Arabs 'inferior', : 2

With regard to the Boycott policies,many private capitalists
and even the British administration often found themselves in opposition,
on a mixture of grounds, not the least being that Arab Labour was cheaper
being unorganised. Histadrut,stood for General Federation of HEBREW Labour).
As Lucas remarks: :

"The Histadrut thus found itself in the paradozical position of defending
what appeared to be a reactionary doctrine from what appeared to be a
liberal critique by the politieal »ight wing. “(20) :

In fact contributions by United States unions to the Histadrut budget ranged
from 2/3 to 3/4 of its entire revenue after the declaration of independence.
The AFL-CIO Union in the states has a long history of subverting genuine
unions and spensoring yellow unions. (27)

The consequence of their‘national' trade unionism and the relegating of
socialist to nationalist goals is that:

"Israels' economy is perhaps umique in the capitaZiét world in that it is
eontrolled by a labour bureaucracy.” (28)

But even that is changing as private capital asserts itself,as shown in the
victory of Begin in 1977 and 1981. Yet again the thesis holds that those
"socialists’ who stay running a capitalist economy and who relegate their
own theory and practise to national aims, end up being changed before the
system they operate changes. In practise whenver the needs of Zionism and
Socialism conflicted, it was the latter which gave way:YZtzhak ben 2Zvi,
Israels second President .put it succinctly when,in 1921, as the Histadrut
was being formed,he stated that:

"whahever we come aceross a contradiction between national and séeiali et
prineiples, the eontradiction should be resolved by relinquiehing the
socialist prineiple in favour of the national activity. We shall not
accept the contrary attempt to solve the contradiction by dE€spensing
with the national interest in favour of the socielist idea."(23)

Indeed Borochov, the 'Marxist’' Zionist forerunner of Hashomer Hatzair and
Mapam, used the formulation of an inverted pyramid to describe the Jewish
social compositicn in Eastern Europe. He argued for a postpcning of the class

(18) Der Jude,July 19,1919
(19) Ben Gurion,Memoirs,Part 1 Tel Aviv 1971 pp299/300 Hebrew,cited in Machover
op.cit p49.
(20) Lucas plsd
(21) Histadrut Exccutive Committee,Ha Bik Koret ba-Histadrut (Tel Aviv 1949)
pp46-7 cited in Lucas op.cit fn pds54

(22) Luecae op.ctt. p344 :
(23) Achduth No 16 Tel Aviv 1921 eited in Machover/Offenburg op.cit ppd9/50
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struggle in Palestine between the Jewish working class and gie
until the economic strength of the Yishuv was hgilt uo and iﬁg g;?ggigi;if
inverted. Borochov and the 'left’ Zionists argued that if there were tc be
class struggle, they first needed a Jewish proletariat and .that required
the investment of a Jewish bourgecisi=,if not the creation of the latter.
Hence at least in the short term an alliance with Jewish capital against
the Palestiniang was necessary. Mapam,which still subscribes tc Borochovism
despite portraying itself as a leftist party abroad,is as racist as any of :
the other.Zionist parties. But its left imace does not prevent it from
trading with South Africa or its Kibbutzim from confiscating 2rab lands
such as at Kfar Birim or praying differential rates of pay to Arabs.

' ”@any plants in Israel are trying recently,quietly but intensively to
inerease their commercial relations with South Africa. One of the most
active enterpriges in this field is Asia Malaharot belonging to the
Xz?butg Ma'abagot of Hashomer Hatzair. The plant has set ttself an
objective. To inerease every year by 20% the export of its mizture
for cattle feedzqg to South Africa. According to the scitentifie director
of the plant, lvid Shimoni, the export of ite produce to South Africa
wae worth one million dollars. "(24)

But Mapam's trade with South Africa is only a logical continuation of the
history of this 'left' Zionist group (which incidentally continues to grow
weaker in internal Israeli politics as those who don't have to face the
strain of reconciling socialism and racism take over). Mapam has continually
sacrificed its 'socialist’' principles to those of national (ie Zionist)
hegemony. As David Hirst wrote of the settlers:

"Their socialism did not extend to their nom-Jewish fellow men."”(25)

David HaCohen, former Managing Director of Sollel Boneh and described as
"a elassteal proto-type of a Labour Zionist leader and member of the inner-

. » most eirele 'Unser Menschn' by Uri Davies wrote:

"I had to fight my friends on the issue of Jewish soctalism to defend the
faet that I would not aceept Arabs in my Trade Union, the Histadrut;to
defend preaching to housewives that they should not buy at Arab stores;
to defend the faet that we stood guard at orchards to prevent Arab weorkers
from getting jobs there...to pour kerosene on Arab tomatoes;to attack
Jewish housewives in the markets and smash Arab eggs they had bought...to
buy dozens of dunums from an Arab i8 permitted but to sell God forbid one
Jewish dunum to an Arab is probibited;to take Rthschild the inearnmation of
eapitalism,ae a scoetalist and to name him the 'bemefactor'- to de all
that was not easy. And despite the fact that we did it- maybe we had no
choice~I wasn't happy about it."(26) &

In fact the Histadrut, theZionist Trade Union was never set up to defend the
rights of workers, be they Jewish still less non Jews, it was set up as an
instrument of Zionist colonisation and was formed through the joint efforts
of the same two parties,Achduth Haavodah and Hapoel Hatzair in. 1920 which
later formed Mapai. The Histadrut was: 3
"Under Katznelson's leadership a 'non party'...a roof organisation of
Labour Ziontism relegating the parties to the cultivation of abstractiong"”
and it was "a general union based on direct individual membcrship rather than a
a federation of eraft or industrial unions with block membership.(27)
As Golda Meir said: "then (1928) I was put on the Histadrut Ezxecutive (ttee
at a time when this big labour union wasn't just a trade union organisation
It was a great colonising agency.'(28) Such was Labour Zionism.
(24) Yediot Aharanot 12.10.76 eited in' lnavies p98 op.ecit.
(25) Hirst op.cit. p2§
(26) Ibid pé3
(27) Lucas ppél, 85
(28) Observer 24.1.71 eited in' Ilnvies pl42






The leader of the German Zionists and later Deputy Chairperson cof the
World Jewish Congress,Rabbi Joachim Prinz, (who became a Zionist 'dove'wrote)

"(The Jews) have '‘been drawn out of the last recesses of ehristening

and: mixed marriages. We are not unhappy about it...the theory of
assimilation has collapsed. We are no longer hidden in secret rececses.
We want to replace assimilgtion by something new. The declaration of
beloriging to the Jewish nation and the Jewish race. A state built
aceording to the principles of purity of the nation and race can only
be honoured and respected by a Jew who declares his belonging to his
own kind."(1) :

Prlnz went on to declare that-

“"On the foundation of the new state which has established the principle
of race,ue wish to fit our community into the total structure so that
for us too.. fruitful aetivity for the fatherland is possible. Our
-acknowledgement of Jewish nationality provides for a clear and sinecere
relatzonsth to the German people and ite mational and ractal realities.
We don't wish to faleify these fundamentals,because we too,are

against mized marriages ond are for maintaining the purity of the Jewish
group and reaect any trespasees of the cultural domain...For ite

' practical aims,2ionism hopes to be able to win the collaboraticn .cuven
of a government fundamentally hostile to the Jews...the realisation of
Zionism could only be hurt by recsentment of Jews abroad against the
German development.Boycott propaganda ...18 in cssence fundamentally
unZiontst,because Zionism wants not to do battle bu to convince

and to bu*ld "{3)

' Jacob Klutzkln a Zionist 'radical' no less,wrote:

()
(2)

(3)
(¢)

"We are in a word naturally foretgners We are an alien nation in your
midst and we waent to remain ome. An umnbridgeable chasm yawne between
you and us.A loyal Jew ecan never be other than a Jewieh patriot...We
recognise a national unity of' Easpora Jews no matter im which land
they may reside...no boundaries can restrain us in...pursuing our own
Jewish policy."(3)

Just as the anti-Semites defined the Jews as a race,despite the physiczl,
cultural,linguistic and even religious differences between Jews of different

~countries, so too did the Zionists. They accepted that being Jewish was a

question primarily of being members of the same Race and Nation, and vas
not a question of a shared religion. Most early Zionists had in fact been
atheists or agncstics. Herzl wrote:

"I consider the Jewish Question neither a soctial nor a religious one...
1t 18 a national one...In our native lande where we have lived for
eenturies we are still deceried as aliens...the majority decides who the
'adien' Zs;this,and all clse i& the relationship between peoples,it is
a matter of pawer.”(q)

And this idea of a nation was not based on the nrogressive nationalism of
the French Revolution,which asserted the political equality of all,but was
a reactionary,racial and biological concept of nationhood directly counter=-
posed to notions of equality,liberty and fraternitv. It was no different
to the nationalism of the ultra-reactionary German Junker class. FHerzl

J Prinz, 'Wir Juden' Berlin 123¢ pl54 cited in Khamsin No 6. Plyto PPess op.cit
Ibid eited tn Glaser, 'Some of my Lest friends are Nazis',Jewish Guardian

Vol 2,No 2,November 1978

J FEatzPJn,'Krisis und Entschetdung in Judentum' ,Berlan 1921, gll& eited in
Ziontism’' ¢ Rieism p204 Klaus Hermann,(Cﬂtsts le¢ision) see Menhuin pp482/3
Herzl,the Jewish state quoted in Hertzberg op.cit. p209,eited in Han op.eit
p39 also eited in Lacquer p86 based on lst English tramslation by Sylv«e
d'Avigdor '
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went on to defime a nation as:

"an historical group of men of a recognisable cohesion,held together by
a common enemy. Then ©f you add to that the word Jewish, you would have
what I understand to be the Jewish nation."(§)

Nordau similarly in an interview with 'La Libre Parole' in 1903 stated gpat-

,."(Zioﬁisﬁ)'is not a question of religion but exclusively of race and

there is noone with whom I am in greater agreement on this position
than M' Brumont. " (6) *

‘And 40 years later,Abraham Stern,the terrorist leader of the Stern gang
developed this type of thinking further in his first of 18 Principles of
Liberation:

"(Z) The People o
The Jewish People is the chosen people which gave birth to monotheism,to
the ethice of the prophets and the culture of the world, it excels in
tradition and devotion,its will to live,its endurance and its confidence
in the coming liberation."(7)

Jacob Klatzkin explained that:

"To be a Jew means the acceptance of neither a religion nor an ethical
ereed...in short to be part of the nation one need not believe in the
Jewish religion or the Jewish spiritual outlook."(8)

R J Gottheil,Professor of Semitic Languages at Columbia University and the
first President of the Federation of American Zionists ,wrote in the first
official statement by the Federation of its philosophy:

"We believe that the Jewe are something more than a purely réZigiéus body,
that they are not only a race but also a nation."(9)

And of course the idea that Jews,however fragmented and scattered tﬁey are,
consist of one race and nation, is the basis of the anti-Semitic world
conspiracy theory which forms the central core of Nazi ideology.In fact:

"Jews were indignant when an anti-Semite like Mhs argued that they still
constituted one nation,.."(10)

Yet again Zionism was legitimising what the anti-Zionists were saying.
Moses Hess attributed German anti-Semitism to the fact that:

"The Germans hate the religion of the Jews lese than they hate their race-
they hate the peculiar faith of the Jews less than their peculiar noses...
re form, conversion,education and emancipation, none of these open the gates
of society to the German Jew, HENCE HIS' IESI E TO IENY HIS RICIAL O HGIN."

At the same time,prominent Zionists were quite happy to accept that f1r)

there were racial differenv=s between Jews and Gentiles which made

their co-existence impossible:
"Jewieh noses can't be reshaped and black curly hair can't be changed into
blond hair or combed straight by christening. The Jewish race is a basic
one and reproduces itself in its integrity...the Jewish type has itself
always remained the same throughout the course of the centuries...th
Jewish type can't be exterminated."(1l2)

One could be forgiven for thinking that this was another Nazi race theoret-
ician. Of course it was Moses Hess,a 'socialist' Zionist. Little wonder

(5) Ibid

(6) C Parker/Pottins,Labour Rview

(?) Pi ha Aton 24.2.71 cited in' Ivies op.cit pls50

(8) Hertaberg op.cit p3l7 cited in HKan op.eit p39

(9) Ibid pb500
(10) Lacquer op.eit. p23 (11) Ibid. p49 see also p7l

(12) Hess,' Pome’ & Jerusalem-The Last Nationality Question',1862 pp86/6 cited in

Machover/O0ffenburg op.ctt
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that the Zionists saw it as no part of their duty or raison d'etre to
fight for an equality of political and social rights for Jews in the
countries they lived in. In fact when the prominent French archeologist
Salomon Reinach wrote attacking the concept of a Jewish Race, he was in
turn attacked by L'Echo Sioniste and accused of assisting:

"The last supreme effort made by the proponemts of assimilation to break
down every barrier between themselvee and the non-Jewish world."(13)

Zionism could only see people in terms of the race and nation
they belonged to. The individual existed in order to serve the State,not
the other way round. American philosopher,Morris S Cohen wrote in 1919:

"Nationalistic Zionism demands not complete liberty for the Jew but group
autonomy..a national Jewish Palestine must neceesarily mean a state
founded on a peculiar race,a tribal religion,and a mystic belief in a
peculiar soil..Zionists fundamentally accept the racial ideology of..
anti-Semites but draw different conclusions. Instead of the Teuton it

i8 the Jew that is the pure or superior race."(1l4)

(13) M E Marrus,The Politice of Assimilation (Oxford 1971) p271i

(14) Zionism-Tribalism or Liberalism? New Rpublic 8.3.19 pl83 reprinted in
Cohen's'The Faith of a Liberal' New York 1946 pp326-33,Gary Smith'Politica
Zioniem A Jewish Critique' in Zioniem & Ricism p2l7
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Just as racism functiocned as an ideclogical justification of imperialism,so
too did Zionism with its messianic message and claims of biblical fulfill-
ment in pur~i% ¢Z its colonial project. In fact the first peorle in the
modern colonialist era to suggest the idea of a Jewish state in Palestine
were non-Jdewish impe?ialists such as Palmerston and Laharrane, Napoleon IIls
Secretary. Laharanne wrote a pamphlet in 1860,"The New Eastern Question:
Egyptian and Arabian Empires.Reconstitution of the Jewish Nation" which
inspired Hess, the earliest Zionist theoretician to write 'Rome & Jerusalem’.
As Weinstock says:

"For hie part Heas'waé cap?irdted right away-by-the prospect of an alliance
of the Jews with French imperialism in the Middle East."(l) and

"In 1839,Palmerston gave inatructions to the British Viee Consul in Jeru-
salem, for the protection of the Jews and the 'restoration of the Jews."(2)

And in 1840 Palmerston wrote on the reasons behind this sudden burst of
idealism:

Another similar pamphlet was 'Paris,Rome,Jerusalem ou la question

"It would be of manifest importance forthe Sultan to encourage the Jews

to return to and settle in Palestine,because the wealth which they would
bring with them would inerease the resources of the Sultan's domintions,
and the Jewish people,returning under the sanction of,protection and at
the invitation of the Sultan would be a check upon any future evil designs
of Mohammed Ali or his succeesor...and strongly recommend them to hold

out every just encouragement to the Jews of Europe to return to Palestine.
(3)

religieuse au XIX siecle® (Paris 1860). As Lacquer remarked:

"Hess drew heavily on Laharannes analysie of the Eastern Question.”

The British Consul in Beirut,Colonel Henry Churchill, even submitted in 1841
a plan for Jewish colonisation of Palestine to the Jewish Board of Deputies.
Herzl had envisaged that the Jewish state:

"would form part of a defensive wall for Europe in Asia, an outpost of
etvilieation against barbarism,Europe would guarantee its existence.”(4)

Those settlers who tried like the Ihud and Brit Shalom to forge a common
cause with the Palestinians were told: - :

“Ishmael is not our uncle. We belong to God,to Europe."(5)

But then even Eichmann and Stahlecker,the latter being commander of the
Death Squad Einsatzgruppen A,proposed in the spring of 1941 that an auton-
omous Jewish state be set up as a Protectorate in Poland' as a_.solution to
the Jewish Question. (6)

Strange indeed how the solutions posed to the Jewish Question by the Nazis,
assorted racialists and Zionists cor—erged,and also how their 'solutions'

(Z)
(3)

(4)
(5)
(6)

Weinstoek op.eit p36 (2) Ibid. p9§ :
George E Kirk,'A Short History of the Middle East',University Paperback
Methuen,London 1966 citing A N Hyams on 'The British Consulate in Jerusalem'
Laequer op.cit. p9és

Ibid. p228

Arendt op.cit. p?4
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stood out in opposition to the socialist solution. The western Jewish
bourgeoisie was,however,at this time assimilationist. Religious bodies
had played a very important part in colonial enterprises. They often
entered the territory first and the home country then sent in an army-
purely to protect their freedom to worship of course! Such was the role
of Zionism in relation to the conguest of Palestine- no matter that the
religious Jewish community in Palestine wanted no part of it.

"Meanwhile in 1920, the Zionist leaders convened an 'Assembly of Rputie:
which appointed a 'National Council'(Vaad Leumi)...Orthodox Jews desc-
ended from the old Palestinian community refused to be part of it...
For their part they formed a separate association of pract%sigg {ews,
'Agudat Yisrael'. The strange leader of this violently anti-Zionist
tendency, the' Biteh poet Jakob de Haan, was murdered in Jerusalem
at the beginning of the Twenties.”(7)

The leaders of the Ottoman Palestine Jewish community including the

Chief Rabbi,Bakham Bash Chaim Nahum also vigorously opposed thé Zionist

project.Similarly with the Orthodox community of Jews outside Palestine.
Herzl's own Chief Rahbbi,when approached by Perzl for support said:

"Never has any competent authority issued to the collectivity of the
Jewe a call for a so-called 'bloodless crusade' for the regaining of
its national autonomy. Such would have appeared as an intervening
into Gods' leadership. Zion was and ie to the Jews the symbol of
their own future and that which encompasses all mankind. Our plea
for a return to Zion in the context of our prayers is to be under-
stood in this sense, WHICH IS ANYTHING BUT NATIONAL."(8) my emphasis

And then years before Herzls' Judenstaat, the Convention of Reform Rabbis
had declared:

"We consider ourselves no longer a nation but a religious community
and therefore expect neither a return to Palestine..."(9)

And the Reform Central Confederation of American Rabbis attacked
Political Zionism:
"Zionism was a preecious possession of the past...as such it is a
holy memory, but it is not our hope of the future, America is our
Zion. " (10)

Whatever claims are now made that the establishment of a Jewish state is
the fulfillment of a biblical dream, at the time of Zionism's rise,
it was the Orthodox Jews who were most fearful of it:

"It (Zionism) was taken far more seriously by the Orthodox, who with
some notable exceptions (the Mizrahi-TG) regarded it as their main
enemy."(11)

And of Herzl,the founder of Political Zionism,it was said:

"That he was 'one on whom his Jewieh origin lay so lightly that it is
probable that...he often completely forgot it.'"(l2)

The Zionists proposed that their Jewish state be organised on exactlv the
same racist principles that the anti-Semites espoused.According to
Vladimir Jabotinsky, the founder of PRevisionist Zionism:

' 1 ] K r
8) o R B i B e o n SRS L3PV B SRR H08 7 D90 EOR% B88%mn p200
(9) Lacquer cop.cit. p402 '
(10) Naomi Wiener Cohen, 'The American Jewish Historical Society',June 1951 p365
(11) Laecquer p407
(L2) George Kirk op.cit. pl48
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"palestine should belong. to the Jews. The application of suitable methods
aimed at the creation-of an ethnically pure Jewish state will always be
necessary and- topical| The Arabs know only too well even now, what we intend
to do with them and what we desire from them,"(13)

Today Jabotinskv is honoured as the greatest Zionist theoretician and
practician after Ferzl and is worshirped by Begin. Herzl's vision of the
future Zionist state showed,as Hanna Arendt noted,

"to which eategory of politieian,in the framework of European history,
Herzl belonged to."(14)

Herzl envisaged:

"q standing army (strength 1/10 of the male population)...Education would
- make use of patriotic songs...men in full dress, the women altogether
i sumptuous...high priests in the Jewish state would wear impressive robes
; the cavalry would wear yellow trousers..."ete.(1l§)

The Zionists justified their project with biblical mysticue, mythology and
messianism linked to the suprosed 2000 years biological/racial link to the
twelve Hebrew tribes which conquerasd the ancient land of Canaan. This
should not be surnrisina. As there was no valid reason based on actual
realities for emigrating to Palestine of all places,as Lucas notes:

"Ziont sm...represents a radical break with the spirit of Jewish messian-—
iem transmuting it from an essentially religious insight to a doctrine
of secular politics."(16)

Indeed the South African Afrikaaner press asked:

"Is there any difference between the way the people of Israel are trying
to maintain themselves amid the non-Jewish peoples and the way the
Afrikaaner ie trying to remain what he i8? The people of Israel base
themselves upon the 0ld Testament to explain why they do not wish to
mix with other people. The Afrikaaner does this too."(17) =t

Dr Verwoerd, a former South African Prime Minister noted:

"Phe Jews took Israel from the Arabs after the Arabs lived there for a
1000 years.In this I agree with them.Israel like South Africa is an
aparthetd state."(18) : '

And the Jerusalem Post made clear in April 1976 on the conclusion of a
pact between Israel and South Africa, after Vorster's visit there:

-

"The Afrikaaners were especially enthusiastic...seeing a similarity

of interest in two 'white' nations at the head and foot of the African

continent waging lonely fights for survival against overwhelming e
black numbers."” ! ; :

As Harold Soref, former Tory MP for Ormskirk and a member of the Poard of
Deputies wrote:

"No country in the world has donme more to further the Zionist cause than
South Afriea..Politically they share the same enemies not least the UN"’

But there is a long historv of solidarity bhetween the Zionists in . ~ (29)
Palestine and the white settlers of Scuth Africa. Both the white leaders
of Rhodesia and the South African leaders, especially General Smuts,were
strongly sympathetic to Zionism,realising that Zionism just like apartheid

(13) B Fainov, 'The” bbads to Zioniem' Sofia 1969 p63

(14) Hanna Arendt, 'The IDream and the IRkality'

(15) Laequer p9%4

(16) Luecas op.cit. p2l .

(17) Henry Katzew,South Africa-A Country Without Friends,Midstream Spring 1962

p73° I P Stevens, 'Israel’ & South Africa’ Zionism’ & Iacism plé '

(18) Fknd Inily Matl,23.11.61,Stevens op.cit. plb68

(19) Jewish Chronicle 25.8.78
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was an inter-class ideology and practise, able to secure a2 strong organic
base by deflecting the class antagonism in the Jewish working class onto
. the Palestinians,just as happened with South African miners in the 1920s
vs the Blacks. In a draft letter to Cecil Phodes, whom he greatly admired,
i+ Herzl wrote almost pleadingly: = = -

"Please give me a statement saying you have eramined my programme and
found it appropricte. And why do I come to you,Mr hodes,you will ask.
Because my programme is a colonial programme.”(20)

Given the battery of Israeli laws,reculations,administrative and other
practises which discriminate against the Palestinians it is hard to disagree.
It is relevant indeed to remember the warning words of Chaim Weizzmann ,
President of the World Zionist Organisation almost continuously from Herzl's
death to the establishment of the state of Israel and lst President of Israel;
" to the l4th Zionist Congress in 1925:

"The Zionist Congress must not confine ttself to Platonic formulae.It has
to learn the truth that Palestine te mot’ Hodesia and that 600 000 Arabs
live there."(21)

But if there is one person whose name is synonomous almost with the estab-
lishment of the state of Israel it is Arthur J Balfour. His BRalfour Declara-
tion promised Palestine to the Zionists as a Jewish national home whilst
ignoring those whose home it already was.

"For in Palestine we do not propose even to go through the form of consult-
ing the wishes of the present inhabitante of the country,though the
Ameriean commission (King Crane=-TG) hae been going through the form of
asking. "(22) ¢

This is the same Balfour whose Aliens Act:
"forbade persecuted Jews access to Britieh territory."(23) and who:

"described himself as 'an ardent Zionist',but this did not mean that he
was a natural Judeophil;on the econtrary in common with many Zioniste of
the time; both Jews and Gentiles,he accepted many of the allegations
made against the Jewes anti-Semites. "(24)

The same is true of another British official Colonel Richard Meinertzhagen,
who was Chief Political Officer under Allenby. Sykes writes of his Middle
East Diary 1917-56 that: :

"as an ingredient of that remarkable little book...it attracted little
attention...not the least being an emergent self portrait of the author

as a Zioniet extremist who recommended the adoption of anti-Jewish laws

in England among the other singlular discords of will and temperament.'"(25)

Which is presumably why Weizzmann described him as:

"an ardent Zionist...And that not merely im words. Whenever he ecan perform

a service for the Jews or Palestine he will go out of his way to do soé;)
p _ (

(20) T Herzl) Earies,Vol III plO§

(21) Sykes p95s

(22) Ibid. psl

(23) N Weinstock, 'Le Sionisme contre Israel'(Paris 1969) ppl06-7 see also
Hansard 10.7.085 Vol 149 col. 154-§

(24) Sykes op.cit. pé (25) Ibitd. p58 . :

(26) Trial & Error p229 cited in’ Ibreen Ingrams,'Seeds of Conflict' p82
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Today the activities of ths Israeli state in Lebanon speak for themselves.
But there were those, Zionists amongst them, who predicted bow that

state might develop even before the Israeli state was established.

Judah Magnes, first President of the Hebrew University in Jerusalem and

founder of Brit Shalow and ther Ihud, was one who gave repeated warnings:
He wrote:

"We are told that whem we become the majority we shall show how just
and generous a people in power can be. That is like the man who says
that he will do anything and everything to get rich, so that he may
do good with the money thus accumulated. Sometimes he nmever grows rich-
he fails. And if he does grow rich under those circumstances, his power
of doing good has been atrophied from long lack of use. In other words
its not only the end jor which Israel but what is of equal importance,
the means must be conceived and brought forth in cleanliness. " (1 )
For this and similar statements, Magnes was reviled and eventually had
to leave Palestine altogether for the United States. The role of the
zZionist Movement and its creation, the Jewish state, have remained the
same since the Balfcur Declaration, namely as a partner of western
imperialism. An interview with ex President Richard Nixon's Jewish
advisor, Rabbi Baruch Korf, illustrates this very neatly:

Bashap (interviewer) "Would you now in retrospect say that Rchard Nizon
" was a true friend of Isrgel?” e T sy :
Korf A storming)"Yes,yes,yes, without a ehadow cf a doubt. More than
% Ppuman, Eisenhower, Johnson and Kennedy."

Bashan *Why?" -

Korf :(emiling) "I too asked that once, and do you know what he told me?
“he said) 'Why mot? Ierael costs the US less than the Sizth
Pleet.”" ( 2 ) '

or as Levi Eshkol, who later became the Israeli Prime Minister,said in
a speech to the Knesset: : : ;

"What is our regime? It is a regime of clearing the ground and paving
the way for private ccpiial, if only it exiete and wants to come here.”

. It is precisely as a partner of,and a watchdog for, western and in (3 )
particular American Imperialism; than one can understand the built in -
conflict between Israe. and the Arab people, the Palestinians in partic-
ular,as the latter strucgle for the right to self-determination. Racism
is the handmaiden of colonialism, and given that Zionism is by its own

’ admission a colonising venture, anti-Arab racism is.to be expected in
Israel today. This expresses itself in both economic exploitation and
in the expulsion of the Palestinians, which in themselves represent the
main contradictione in Zionisms relations with the Palestinians. The
following description of differences in a Histadrut Company illustrates
the roles of Arab Labour in Israel:

"At the beginning the Jewish workers objeeted to the employment of Arabe
at the plant, and there were some elight scuffles. The local (trade

1 ) Like All the Nations,Magnes, Jerusalem 1930 p28

2 ) Yediot Aharanot 5.3.76 cited in U. avies op.cit p.l04

3 ) M.Sneh'The Israeli Economy',Central Committee of the Iesraeli .
Communist Party 1960, eited in 'Zionism and its Oriental Subjects’
Khamsin No.§, Iaphael Shapiro, plé4

(
(
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union) Labour Council significantly assisted in changing the Jewish
workers attitudes. and they came to realise that the Arab workers do not
replace -them, andin reality gven relieve them to some extent, in that
they usually do.the unekilled, hard and dirty jobs."(4)

Or as’a Jéwish farmer put it: -

"If Arabs exist, let them work. Why shouldn't Jews be the bosses. The
Arab workers are naturally built for it. I have one who is 50 years
old and works bent double for' 8 hours a day. Show me a Jew like him."(5)

1

v

But this did not prevent the 'Lébour= Agricultural Minister, Aharon Uzan,
describing Arab Labour thus:

"The domination of Jewish agriculture by Arab workers is a cancer in
our body." (6)

And the same Minister went on to introduce the Agricultural Settlement
Law which prevented Arabs from leasing Jewish or 'national'®' land. '
But racism in Israel does not merely operate at the level of employment.
If you are a Palestinian and actually wish to invest capital and employ
others, you will still have problems as the following report makes clear:

"Closed to mom-Jews' the answer given to a retired Druze officer whe
wanted to start a quarry. This areca is elosed to non-Jews, thus reéplied
in writing the direetor of Iérael Land Authority to Mr Ismail Qablan...
who wanted to start a marble quarry next to the development town of
Karmiel. "(7)

Karmiel is situated in the Galilee where over 50% of the inhabitants
are Arabs. The Galilee was the subject of the 'Koenig Report',so named
after the Northern District Commissioner of the Ministry of Interior,
Israel Koenig,which recommended measures for the 'Judaisation of the
Galilee' in order to ensure that the Palestinians were thinned out.
Koenig proposed:

"to redress the drastic situation by giving Arabs nmo more than 20% of the
available jobs; by changing the selection system to reduce the number
of Arab students in the universities and encouraging the channel .ing of
these students into technieal professions...and thus to leave them with ;
less time for dabbling in nationalism—- also to make trips easter while
making the return and employment more difficult, which is to encourage
their emigration...(and that) big family grante to Arabs should be
transferred from the national insurance system to the Jewish Agency or
the Zionist Orgamnisation."(§)

To this Qery day, Arabs inside Isfael are subject to Military Law as
embodied in the Defence (Emergency) Regulations,1946, introduced by the
Britigh. Yaacov Shapiro, later an Israeli Minister of 'Justice’ said:

"The system established in Palestine sinee the issue of the' Bfence :Laws
t8 unparalleled in any eivilised country; there were no sueh laws even

in Nazi Germany. There is indeed only one form of govermment which
resembles the system in force here now, the case of an occupied country.
They try to pacify us by saying that these laws are only direected

against malefactors, not against honest eitizens. But the Nazi Government

(4) Maariv 14.2.71 cited in U.Davies op.eit p93

(5) ' Rvar 8.11.72 ;

(6) - Ha'arets, 13.12.74.

(7) Yediot Aharanot 8.2.71 ecited in U! wviee op.eitt pl32/3 see also the
'Shahak Papers',Institute of Palestinian Studies p 230

(8) Al Hammishmar 7.9.76 .
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of Occupied Oelo also announced that no harm would come to eitizens
who minded their own business...It %s pure euphemism to call the
Mtlztarq Coupie ‘couris', In faet they are nothing more than (to
use Nazi nomenclature) Military Judicial Committecs Adﬁising the Generals.

(9)
These laws are to¢"v uszd almost exclusively against the Arabs in Israel.
Like all such racist entities, the Israeli state denies even the
existence of a Palastinian ration, although today it might pay lip
service to the idea if prcssed hard enough. Golda Meir, the former Prime
Minister. put it biuntly when che said: ' '

"It was not as though thorve was a Palestinian people and in Palestine
congidering itself as z Pulestinian prople and we came and threw them
out and tock their couniry awcy from them, they did not exist."(10)

And it was tlhe sawn Goldr Meir w20 was quite explicit in regard to
what a 'Jewish' state ncant in nractise:

Intervievery : "If the Jews as a minority had the same priveleges as those
you awve promieing the Aragbs as a minority, would you be
satisfiad?"”

Mezir ; "No Sir. For thzre must be one place in the world where
Jewe are not a minority."(ll)

The racism of the srate, its lawe and institutions is guite naturally
reflected in the duy to day perceptions and attitudes to, Arab people.
The telling exchange Dbetween a visiting Conservative MP,Maxwell Hyslop,
and the Chairperson of the Fcreign Affairs Committee of the Knesset is
illustrative:

Maxwell Hyslop Y Ir Hacohen, I am profoundly shocked that you speak of
other human beings in terms similar to those in whieh Julius
Streicher spolke of the Jews. Have you learnt nothing?”

" Ir Hacohen : "But they ore not human beings,they are not people, they
' are Arabs."(12)

The cause of the dispute between thzs Palestinians and the Israelis is

often held by the latter +o bhe the refusal of the Arabs to recognise

the latters starz. The reality is somewhat different as Moshe Dayan
explained to scme university graduates:

Fhessng the iast L00 yeare cuvr people are in the process of building
up this countyy and this nation, of eaxpansion, of getting more Jews
and more settlementa tc expand the borders. LET NO JEW SAY THAT THIS
IS THE END OF THE P WCESS : LET NO JEW SAY THAT WE ARE NEAERETHE ENTL
OF THE RAD." (i3)

And Ben Gurion,fsrael's first Prime Minister,explained in a similar
vein just what Xind oi state Israel really was:

"To maintain the status cuc will not do. We have to set up a dynamie
state bent upon expansion.”

and Dayan again explained why the Palestinians have resisted for so long:

"Jewish villages wene built in the place of Arab villages. You don't
even know the nawcs of :hesz Arch villages and I don't blame you,

(9) Ha Praklit (Lhe Lawyer) Februcry 1946, cited in Sabri Jiryis 'The
Arabs in Israel’,Inctitute of Palestine Studies, 1968 p4

(L0) Suday Times 15.6.63

(1L1) Marie Syrkin, 'Goida Metr' pl33,1966

(12) Hansard 18.10.73 as recounted by M.Hyslop

(13) Maariv 7.7.668

(14) L B.Gurion, ! birth and Destiny'pp876-7



because these geography books no longer exist. Not only do the Qooks
not exiet, the “rab villages are not there either. Bahal arose in the
place of Mahlul, Cvatr im the-place of Jibta....there is not one
single pluce built %n this country that did not have a former Arab
population. “{15)

Or as Yorarm Bar Porath wrote at the time of the infamous confiscations
‘-of the land of the Arab villages of Birim and Ikrit, (by the 'left'
Zionist MAPAM willeces nearby!):

"It is the diuty of the Israeli leaders to explain to the publie
with elarity cnd covrage ¢ number of facts that have been submerged
with the pcsicge of vinz., The first of these 1s the fact that there
18 no Zionism, seitlements or Jewish state without evietion of the
Arabs and cupropriation of theiv lands."(L6)

And Dayan in another st €7 spesch, which was part of a process of
acclimatising ZIscraelis to the gains of the 1967 War (and preparing
for new wars) expi~ia=é that:

et
9
(5]
W0
\

"We are doomed o iin
there .18 no esecapn

ra)
underi»i e . adtusts 8 a fact. If we are to proceed with
our work ccainot <k drabe we shall ahve to expect
such saerijices., Tri: 18 waat to be called 'Jew after Jew'’,
'"Aliyah oftey Aliyan', or acwe by acre’, 'goat by goat'. It means
expansion,more ¢uit, more villages, more settlements. Twenty years
ago we were 620 000, today we are neorly 3 million. There should be
no Jew who saye ‘thaie snough'.mo-one who says we are nearing the:
end of the road...lt ©% he same wish the land...Your duty is not

to stop, it ic to keep vour sword unsheathed, to have faith, to keep

- the flag flying. You must né% call a halt-heaven forbid and say'thats
all;up to herz,up o' Bgaria,to Mufallasim, to Nabil Oz.For that is
not aqll."(.7) '

When Israelis demonst-ated ajainst the confiscation of land in the -
Gaza and the heavy repression that the Palestinians were subject to
I &

[
(under General sharon},i: . %alil,Golda Meir‘s advisor said in
another post 67 aciuneiient:

"Our right on Gazo

3 exactly like ou » right on Tel Aviwv. We are
eolontsing Gaza exc.

i

vectly <. the same manner in whieh we coloniged
Jaffa. Those who doulbt our vight on Gaza should doubt our right on
Tel Aviv aqe well.” o wnhich Ames Keenan, an Israeli Journalist
replied, as one of the dercnstrators:

"if one who beliecves that he has no right to Gaza must also doubt
his right to Tsl Aviv” then he Amos Keenan "would begin to doubt if
indeed I have g right to Tel 491v, at least Tel Aviv as it is now,
A Jewish city in o Jewiash state with a mtilion Arabs deprived of
rights. "(18) '

But if the Palestinians are the most oppressed section, then we

should remexber that the Oriental or Arab Jews are also discriminated
against by the wesicwn Ash™enaz: establishment. Within the Jewish
community there L7 alzo an ethnic division of labour, though Zionism
has managad te cortzin :chis oppression and the inherent class contrad-

(16) Ha'laretsn <£,4.72

e Ze w

(16) Yediot Aharanot 14.7.72 cited in Lillienthall, 'Zionist Comnection’'
page 113, dd Mead ¢ Co. New York, 19878

(17) Haelam Hazeh, 2.7

(18) Ha'aretz 18,:

? 2ilted inm U.Davies.op.eit pls
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ictions by deflecting the anger of the Oriental Jews onto the Pales~
tinians in a re-run of the poor whites syndrome of the southern
states of .jthe United States. First the history of the Oriental

Jews has Qeen oblitzsrated and re-written just as it has in the

case of the Arab population generally. Abba Eban, then Israeli
Foreign Minister put it thus:

“So far from regarding cur immigrants from Oriental countries as

a bridge towards our integration with the Arab speaking world, our
object should be to infuse them with an Occidental spirit rather
than allow them to drag us into an unnatural Orientalism.'"(13)

This attitude of the Ashkenazi establishment has been best described
as the :
"Self determination of other poeple”(20)

An interview with the representatives of some Morrocan Jews returning
home from Israel illiustrates the position of Oriental Jews in Israel
today.

"WHy do you Ashkenazim make such a fuss when we declare our resolve
tp return to Morocco?...There was no Holocaust there. On the
ontrary there Jews were treated with respect!(The spokespersons
uncle) Albert adds :

"We have never suffered in Mowoeceo. If there was in Morocco any
oppression, it wesperpetrated by the French regime..."

"And what" the interviewer asks."if King Hassan is ousted and a
madman like Colonel Qaddafi gets to power”

"And what"” they respond "if the Arabs settle scores with Israel...

History will tell who was wiser. Anyway you should know that we
have always gotten onm well with the Arabs. Wonderful people It is
only the Ashkenazim that we have never gotten on with.'"(21)

And similarly the State of Israel has consistently discriminated
against Black Jews, refusing to register their births,preventing
them from entry to the country and even deprting them back to the
U.S.A. As one of their representatives saidjIsrael isracist to the
core.," (Maariv 4.6.73 cited in Lillienthall pl34).

Israsel is none the less held out as a symbol of western enlighten-
ment,especia.ly with regard to Women and their role in Israeli
society. Little mention is made of how women have always been the
servicers of Israeli men and the Zionist economy and of how their
role as producers of Jewish babies (Aliyah Pnimit- internal immig-
ration) has always been considsrad pivotal, cspecially in a siege
state which counts its members ethnically. Ahortion has for example
been considerably restricted. For two excellent articles on the
myths behind Israeli Womens Liberation see' Avishai Erlich "Zionism
Demography and VWomens Work" Khamsin No.7 and N Yuval Davies/D Hecht
'Ideology Without Revelution. Jewish Women in Israel’ Khamsin No 6.
The last article in particuvlar demonstrates why the fight for
womens liberation is incompatible with support for the Zionist state.

(19) A Mack, 'Oriental Jews,ciass,ethnicity and Ideology' imn U Iavtes,
A Maek and N Yuval Davies 'Ierael & Palestinians" Ithaca,London
1975, eited in Duvies op.cit p34

(20) R Shapiro, Zicnism & Its Oriental Subjects;op eit pé

(2t) Ha'arets 6.6.76 eited in U Rvies,op.cit plly
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ONISM
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Not only did Zionism share ‘the same ideologital ‘territory ‘as anti-Semitism,
+it also concluded that anti~Semitism was vitdl if it was to succeed in its
mission." Without the spur of anti-Sémitism, Jews would feel little need tc
emigrate. Herzl had already noted early on that:* ' e

"Anti-Semitiem has grown and continuee to grow and so do I."(1l)

ﬁerzl compared anti-Semitism to "a propelling forece that could be used
in the same way that boiling water produces stzam power."(2)

In 1958 Nahum Goldmann, then President of the World Zionist Organisation,
warned that the current decline of anti-Semitism:

"might constitute a new danger to Jewish survival...the disappearance
of anti-Semitism in its classical meaning while beneficial to the
political and material situation of Jewish communities, has had a
very negative effeet on our internal life.”(3)

And 8 years later he was reneatinag much the same message:

"The danger represented to the survival of the Jewish people by. the
integration of Jewish ecommunities into the peoples among whom they live
i8 greater than that constituted by external threats,anti-Semitism.."(4)

But Nahum Goldmann is a liberal Zionist. For suggesting that Soviet Jews
should be encouraged to fight for civil and political rights WITHIN the

USSR, he was howled -down and prevented from srmeaking by Herut at a World
Jewish Conaress conference. This worrv that anti-Semitism might eventually
disappear; and Judaism with it, is reminiscent of the opposition of Orthocdox
Rabbis in the '19th Century to the granting of full civil and political rights
to the Jews of Europe, who feared their powers and that of the Kehillot
(Jewish Councils) over the.Jewish communities would be eroded. Zionism felt
equally threatened as assimilation became easier. Leo Pfeffer of the
American Jewish Congress went one step further:

"Such diserimination may well be a blessing. It ie possible that some
anti-Semitism 18 necessary in order 'to ¢nsure Jewish survival.(§)

Michael Sasher,former Israeli Consul for Jewish Affairs in New York wrote:

"the more the Jews suffer from.oppression and discrimination,the less
danger to their Jewish future."(6)

Nearly 40 vears earlier,Jacob Klatzkin had written:

"The contribution of our enemies 18 in the continuance of Jewry in
Eastern -Europe. One ought to appreciate the national service which the
Pale of Settlement performed for us...we ought to be thankful to our
oppressors ‘that they closed the gates of assimilation to us and took
care that our people were concentrated and not dispersed."” (7)
(the Pale of Settlement was an area where Russian Jews were confined
by the Czarist police and forced to live and work).

(1) M Lowenthall op.ectit p7

(2) Hanna Arendt,'The Jewish State 50 vears after-Vhere Have Herzl's politics
led?’ Commentary Vol 1 No. 7,May 1946 cited in F Yahya 'Zionist Pelations
With Nazi Germany' Palestine Research Centre,Reirut, 1/78 plO

(3) New York Timee 24.7.58 cited ir Lillienthall,Zionism’ ¢ Faeism p56/7

(4) Le Monde 13.1.66 eited in Weinstock op.cit

(5) The Hational Jewish Post & Opinion 6.11.59 eited in Lillienthall ibid.

(6) Yediot Aharanot 1.4.75 :

(7) J Klatzkin 'Crisis’ leeision' p62 cited in Hermann op.ctt. p205
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* and so Zionism,which arose as a reaction to anti-Semitism,ends up thanking
anti-Semites for having preserved the Jewish 'nation' and ‘race'. They had
come full circle in recognising that without anti-Semitism there would be
no Zionism and hence nc Jewish state. The Zionists even came to share many
of the anti-Semites attitudes towards Jews: ;

® ief negotiator with Weizzman for the Balfour
iggzzrﬁgggifvépgzg g?thf;on empt of the sent¢men?a ities of the
'dJudeophills’ as he ecalled them, and he praiged Sir Mark Sykes because
he like Balfour, harboured no sort of tllusione about Jegs. The earlq
Ztonists were somewhat too liable in fact, to share the z@eaa of anti-
‘Semites about the mischievious role which the Jews as a displaced
people tended to play in the world...Lord Boothby has qud.the wrzte?
of an occasion when he was listening to speechecs at a Zionist Comgrees
with' Ir Weizzman. £he venerable President turned to him and whispered,

'This T8 the sort of speech that brings out all my latent anti-Semi?ijnf

Nowhere more than Israel was the necessity of anti-~Semitism
recognised if a steady flow of immigrants was to be maintained. Zionists
‘have always been contemptuous of Jews living in the Diaspora or Galut (exile!)
as they term it. Ben Gurion could see no future in the Diaspora and
Jabotinsky saw the Galut devouring its Jews. - :

"The’” kvisionists talked_%n.emtravagant terms about liquidating the
‘Diaspora. "(5) and similarly:

"The second Aliya,a handful of people reduced by 1909 to a mere 1E5...
were quite clearly persecuted by the 50 000 YZshuv,which was relatively
well established as urban middle elass and farmers (not Peasants) and
they in turn utterly despised Petah Tikva,hallowed as the Mother of
Jewish (agricultural) settlemen-s was often referred to by them as
shmutaige (dirty) shtetle,worthy of nothing other than contempt. The
embodiment of Jewish 1life whtch they were determined to end,a replica
of precisely that whieh they committed themselves to abolish. They
were committed to estahblidh in Palestine the complete and radical
antithesis of the despicable . traditional Jewish diasporah existence...
the heat of their vision was plainly fed by their utter rejeetion ond
hatred of Jewish Hasporah existence and culture. They, the committed
few,would pull the people they so despised out of their 2000 year long
inferior humenity and patholegical degradation into the light of
redemption and the mareh of liberation and progress. "(10)

"To the Israeli majority,the minoritics abroad appeared. as the pitiful
vietims of a fatal Zllusiom."(LL) &

The Nazis and other fascists spoke in very much the same way about nations
infested with liberalism,and in need of redemption. This talk of "patholog-
ical redemption® is not new nor is the hatred evident in the above passages.
Not once is class mentioned. Jewish peopnle are seen as just one amorphous
mass,indeed just as the anti-Semites saw them.2s Uri Davies notes:

"Zionist contempt of ' HKasporah Jewishness was directed -againsat the poor
Jew. The Gvir, the »ich merchant, trader or banker, always eommanded

respect...the Zionist leadership itself came from the wealthy Jewish
strata as’ lavid HaCohen typically demonstrates."(12) '

(8) Sykes op.cit. pp268/9 fn.4
(9) gurewita op.cit p49 T
(10) H Enosh, 'The 2nd Aliyah Vieded Today' Ba Mahareh (official Israeli Avmy
Weekly)~26.4.731 gited in Tudied poe 1 3 X
(11) Lucas:p4ls':. Prrons
(12)' mvigs opgeiti-ps. -
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The only purpnse of Jews outside Israel is to nrovide support ,pclitical

and financial,to those inside. In the early 50s, a columnist in Davar,
the Histadrut naper wrote.

"I shall not be ashamed to confess that if I had the power,AS I HAVE
THE WILL, I would seleet a score of efficient young men...and I would

~send them to the countries where Jews absorbed in sinful self-satisf-
_actton(’) The task of these young men would be to disguise themsclves
a8 non—-Jewish and plague Jews with anti-Semitic sZOJans such as
_'Bloody Jdews’, 'Jews go to Palestine' and similar intimacties. I can
vouch that the results,in terms of a considerable immigration to
Israel, would be ten thousand times larger than the results brought

-J}by thougands: of .emissaries who have been preachtnﬂ for decades to

deaf ears.”(13) My émphasis -

As Fric Hardon urote- Y

opan

"Paradoxieally it seems that after. centuries of complaznzng of perse-
cution, Israelis are now tempted to see a lack of anti-Semitism as
an obstaele to enqouraging emigration to Israel.”(1l4)

And as the logic and momentum of Zionism's own position took its toll,
they did indeed help to stimulate/simulate anti--Semitism on occasions.
Uri Harari spelt this out quite clearlv in an article in an Israeli
daily. He also revealed the true as opposed@ to synthetic feelings of
outrage that many Zionists experience when thev hear of anti-Semitic
attacks abroad that is when they are not stirring up a cold war campaign
against the Soviet Union or tryinq to convince others of the 'plight' of
Jews in the Arab countries:

"When we hear of riots,pogroms or hanging (af Jews) we- seethe with
anger and justly so...them we ask ourselves 'where were they all these
©' ‘yeare? Why did they not immigrate to the country (Israel) in time?’

Still later and deep in our heart there is alse a tiny flicker of
‘vietous joy. 'Serves them rzgkt" "We warned them!" It is of course

not custamary to talk about it in publiec but many of us felt a tiny
bit of joy at another cZamzty when we read in the papers reports

about the swastika epidemie in Europe in 1960 or about the (pro-Nazi)
Takuara movement in Argentzna...ﬁbsp@te all the anger and the shock
and the insult thesec phenomena fit imto our wold view beecause Zionisem

" said them as it says: today that this is the state of affairs,and that
it must be eso long ae the Jews live among the Gentile nations. In our
great enthusiasm for the achievement of Israeli independence and
sovreignty we sometimes forget the negative aspects of Zionism, ite

»+  eruel world view...But doee the state of Israel have duties towards

Jews who ean immigrate to the country and do not wish to do go?
Furthermore do wve have the right to tell them,"We know better than

you what 18 good for youw and we shall therefore aet to get you to
immigrate to this dountry, we ngkt even act in order to facilitate
the deterioration of your situation (in the' Easporah) so that you hav
no other choice but to mezgrate to Israel.” One should note that this
last question is not imaginary. We have already had to face this
queatzon in very .concrete situations and we may have to face zt ogazn
in the future.'"(l5) -

(13) A Lillienthall, "The Other Side of the Coin' New York pl84 cited in Hirst
(14) Sunday Times 16 i1.75 v pl60
(15) Uri Harari,'Our’ ksponsibilities Towards the Jews in the Arab Countries,

Yediot Aharanot,9.2.69 cited in Iavies ppl8/9
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Indeed this isexactly what happened in Iraq and to a lesser extent in Egypt
and Algeria. In Iraq, Zionist emissaries had been operating since the heqgin-
ning of the second World "ar (David Paziel,chief of Irgun,Reqgin's terrorist
group was killed there on a mission for British Intelligence, and-ﬁﬂgannah
was represented strongly in the British army stationed there) and had access
to arms there. In Iraq, the Zionists after the war concluded an agreement
with the reactionary Nuri e Said regime, whereby the Israelis would have
the 120 000 Iraqui Jews physically, and the regime would have their proparty
The only snag was that the Jews refused to leave Iraq. They had been there
for some 2 500 years,; the oldest Jewish -community in the world,and they
were a rich,well established community. 100 090 Jews lived in Raghdad alone.
As .a correspondent in an Tsraeli paper noted:

“"Among the Iraqui Jews who immigrated to Israel in 1950~1 (over
Ll0 000 in a single year) the proportion of physieians was 4 times
higher than among the (pre-<8) Jewish Yishuv in Eretz Yisrael...

- Iraqui Jews in fact adminietered the Iraqui state and the Iraqui
eeconomy."” (L6) ) :

Then suddenly bombs started exploding outside places Jews frequented-cafes
and synagogues. ¥hen a homh exploded outside the Masuda Shemtov synagogue
- killing one person and injuring at least one more, there then started an
exodus of Iraqui Jews.. Kaduri Salim,vho was injured by the bomb at the
Masuda Shemtov claimed in Black Panther: -

"I was hurt by the bomb. The Court of Law established that tha_bomb
was thrown by the Movement. The Isracli Govermment has to give me
compensation. "(17) i

"But after 2 more bombs and after the arrest of the Israeli envoy-

it was too mueh, the police started acting, and it was impossible to
stop the wheels. There ie only one more thing to add im the cbjective
conditions of the issue. The trial was made aecording to intermationa
law. The evidence was just sueh that it wasn't difficult at all to
pronounce such sentences."(18)

As Saséoon Khedduri,Chief Rabhi of Iraqg explainead:

"By mid-1949 the big propaganda guns were already going off in the US.
American dollars were going to save the Iraqui Jews-whether Iraqui
Jewe needed saving or not. There were daily pogroms in the Few York
Times and under dated lines which few noticed were from Tel Aviv."(19)

As Haolam Hazeh, an Israeli weekly stated:

“"On one point all the immigrants who followed the Iraqui affair closely
or were involved in it, ineluding the families of those who were hang-
ed (2 were caught and hanged after being tried by the Iraquis-TG)
-..Were agreed. That they praised FHaolem Hazeh for its deezsion to
expose the secret. The time has come for the people of Israel to know
what efforts were made to bring the Jews of Iraq to. Israel and what
they left behind them."(50) - '

Besides the two who were hanged, other very senior Zionists were involved
including Yehuda Tajar, former Defence Attache at the London Embassy, and a
Yehoshua Ben Porat,ex Knesset (Parliament) memher. A number of the emissaries
have admitted the part they playved in the affair and those injured hy the
bombs have demanded compensation from the Israeli Government. And so the

(16) B Nadel,Yediot Aharanot 23.7.76 eited in Dvies p38

(17) Hirst op.eit. pl59

(18) Ibid

(19) Hirst plé3 citing Elmer Berger,'Who Knows Better Must Say So',Institute for
Palestine Studies,Beirut p34 i

(20) Haolem Hazeh 20.4.66,sce also Black Panther 9.11.72 (reprinted in I
from Israel,Ithaca Press,Uri’ vies/N Mezvinsky,ppl26/33, D Hirst op
ppls55-64 & M Woolfson,Prophets in Babylon-Jews in Arab Lands,Faber
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Iraqui Jews,as a result of Zionist activities designed to 'save' them,were
made destitute refugees, in order that Israel could have a Jewish proletariat
(the Ashkenazi Western Jews providing the Israeli ruling class).(21)

"Suddenly one of the richest and most splendid Jewish communities in
the world had lost everything...from a highly educated group with a
very large proporiion of university graduates, it waé reduced td one
that was poorly educated,oppressed and discriminated against in every
wasy, trapped in the Ashkenazi culture."(22)

For years the Zionists had had their eyes on Arab.Jewry as potential immig-
rants. In October 1949, a Jewish Agency memorandum stated that:

"The main group of would be immigrants are...(ii) Jews in those orienta
countries where their safety and well being are in permanment jeapordy.
(Who was 'jeapordising their safety is another matter!).(23)

And the Israelis have had indirect (and possibly direct) relations with
European MNazi groups for years. It is well documented that the Phalangists
in Lebanon (supplied and protected by the Israelis) have provided weapons and

training for those such as the German Hoffman group (24)
Some of these Nazis are ¢Ven active within Israel operating on the Vest

Bank against the 'gooks'. One such Nazi,a Vietnam veteran, was amongst six
members of Kach (the Jewish Nazi group headed by 'Rabbi' Meir Kahane) killed
in Fetron. By his own admission he admired Fitler (and therefore hated Arabs).
Today Israelis trying to establish a Phalangist buffer state to its north.

So the Israelis are supplying and supporting the very Nazis whe in Europe

are making bomh attacks on Jewish targets. And with the recent invasion of
Lebanon there have been anti-Semitic attacks in France and even in FEire
against Jews. Far from ensuring the safety of Jewish poeple around the world
the 'Jewish' State ensures the very opposite. And Zionism has always manipul-
ated if not created the very existence of Jewish refugees in order to bolster
up the national state. Today the Zionists are guite onrenly tryinc to denv all
humanitarian and welfare assistance to the BO% of Soviet Jews who once they've
left the USSR, prefer to go to the ¥West rather than Israel. The Jewish Ngency
has turned the screw on NIAS,the main Jewish welfare agency,and the main
reason for their lack of success is the existence of an anti-Zionist welfare
organisation, PRav Tov and also the help that the Catholic organisation,Carrit-
as, has given. An Israeli newspaper reported that:

"The suggestion that an unequivoeal,binding eommitment be taken from Jews
who wish to leave the Soviet Union stating .that their aim is to immigrate
to Israel, will be considered in the framework of the current discussion
on the new policy towards the 'dropouts' that should be adopted by the
Goevernment and the Jewish Agency. The opinion that is forming at the
Jewish Agency 18 that drastic steps must be takem against the 'drop ocuts'
who now make up some 60% of those who receive immigration certificates from
the USS F to emigrate to Israel, and who subsequently arrive in Vienna..The
problem is hovw to influence HIAS, the Jewish Welfare assoctation and other
institutions to cooperate in the implementation of the poliey that will
be determined in Jerusalem."- (25)

The Zionists care little for the Soviet Jews as people in their ovn right,
but see them as pavns to be used in the battle against the Soviets, a source
of fresh immigration to Israel and Cold War fodder for those such as Henry
Jackson on the US Right. The attitude of the Zicnists to the Soviet Jews was

(21) see Munya Mardor's Strictly Illegal translated H A G Shmucklev, Fobert
Hale,London 1964 with foreword by Ben Gurion
(22) M Woolfson op.cit. pl89
(23) Hurewitz op.eit p206§ g -4 ]
(24) For further information see the anti-faseist magazine Searchlight
January 1980 and June 1982.
(25) Yediot Aharanot 6.6.76
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est summed up in a merorandum frem Herman Edelsberg, Bnal Brith Washingten
representative:

"The issue which offers by far the richest promise for a long sustained
propaganda campaign is the plight of the Jews in the Soviet Uniom. _
Exzperience has shown that' this issue can be exploited to block or at
least delay agreements made at the Summit.'(2€)

Begin even arqued with'Réagan,as-reported in the Jerusalem Post,that quiet
Jews should not be treated as refucees as they had Israel to go to.Similarly

the thousands of Jews who found thermselves in DisplacedPersons camps_ after
the last war were treated as ideal human fodder for the new state, and vere

coerced into going to Palestine. In the infamour Klausner Report, Chaplain
Klausner declared (2.5.48) to the American Jewish Congress:

"I am convinced that the people must be forced to go to Palestine. They
are not prepared to understand their own position nor the promises of
the future. To them an American dollar loome as the greatest of object-
1ve8. By force I suggest a program. The firet step in such a program is
the adoption of the primciple that...those who are not interested (in

 going to Paleétine) are no longer to be wards of the Jewish community to
be maintained in the eamps...it becomes neccssary for the Jewieh commun-
ity to make them as uncomfortable as possible..a further procedure would
eall for an organisation such as the Hagannah to harrass them.”(27)

~ (The 'Hagannah was the main Zionist terrorist organisation in Palestine dﬁring
the British mandate. After the War it also operated in Europe,many of its
members being members also of the Jewish Brigade of the Rritish army) .

As a US Labour Leader noted at the time, there was a campaign:-

"to fbrce digplaced persons to accept Zionism,to join. the PaZestiné’ 
- Jewish army, and to give up legitimate differences.”(28) 5

" Similarly the Zionists used the.refugees herded together in boats like the
Exodus, drifting from country to country as cannon fodder to hurl at the
- British immigration barriers, as and until the barriers gave way. They . were
notcof course interested in lowering the US immigration barriers and in
fact were in total agreement with anti-Semitic US Congressmen: - .~

- "Hagannah activists,by stirring the passengers to. a wild mood of. resistance
and threatedivg those who hesitated, were able to represent them (passen-
gers on the Exodus) as undnimous Em their demand to be landed in Palestine
and nowhere else. "(29) As 2 Yiddish paper stated: . ;

"By pressing for an exodus of Jews from Europe,by inéisting that Jewish
"‘Esplaced Persoms do not wish to go to any country outside of Isrmel; by
not participating in the negotiations on behalf of the I[Ps and by refra-
ining from a campaign of their own, by all this they (the Zionists)
certainly did not help to open the gates of America-for Jews.In fact thecy
sacrificed the interéste of living people to the polities of their own

: movement, "(30) ' : ' _ : .
And the Editor of the New Yérk Times, Arthur Sulzberger (before the Zicnist
boycott which nearly bankrupted the paper to change its policy) wrotec:

"I eannot rid myself of the feeling that the unfortunate Jews of«Europes'
' LP. camps are helpless hostages for whom statehood has been made the
.~ anly ransom."(31) ; ) $re '

As Ian' Gilmour,former- Deputy Foreign'Segretary noted:

(26) Cited in A.Lillienthall, 'The Zionist Connection' p5l2
(27) A Lillienthall, 'What Price Israecl'(Chicage 1953) ppl94/§

(28) Louis Nelson,manager of Knit Goods WerkersUnion,later Viee Pres. of

International Garments Workers Union,letter in New Leader 21.8.48 cited
. 3n _Lillienthall,'Zioniem’ & kicism' op.eit p4d7 % : LSk

(28) Sykes op.ci't p32™" il : : . S
(30) Yiddish Bulletin,Free Jewish Club,19.5.50 eited in Lillienthall,2ionist
(31l) New York Times 27.10. 4€ : - Conneetion pb7
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"2iomiem has almost a vested interest in ractal diserimination. The
Israelis mount rescue operations to save allegedly threatened Jews
in other countries...In Arab countries, Jewish difficulties and >
emigration to Isracl were the result not of cnti-Semitism but of
Z2ionist activities and the existence of the state of Israel. Zionism
aggravates the disease it professed to cure."”(32)

And Judah Magnes noted even before the establishment of the Israeli state,

that:

"We had always thought that Ziontsm would diminish anti-Semitism in
the world. We are witmess to the opposite.”(33)

Ssmall wonder that the 2Anti Zionist Committee in Germany,referring to
Houston Chamberlain‘'s boock 'Foundations of the 19th Century' said:

"Phis chauvinist,national raeial insanity ie the theoretical foundation
the spiritual mother soil of Zionism...And always it is the same kind
of water which derives from a poisoned well; be it coloured Aryan
anti-Semitic or Jewish national. Whoever is of the opinton that
national demagoguery and racial anti-Semitism are a crime against
culture must also condemn its twin in the Jewis h garb;Notional

Ziontsm."” (34)

Ten vears earlier, Lucien Wolf, President of the Anglo Jewish Association,
declared:

"Phe characteristic peril of Zionism ts that it 18 the natural and
abiding ally of anti~Semitism and its most powerful Justification.”

(32)
(33)

(34)

(35)

(35)

Speetator 27.6.60

27.10.47 quoted in Council News (New York,American Couneil for Judats
eited in Lillienthall 'What Price Israel?’ Chicago 1954 pb2
Anti-zionistisches Komittee Schriften zur Aufklarung uber den
Z2ionismus Npr 2 Ier Zioniemus- seine Theorien,aussichten und Wirkungen
(Berlin 1913) pplill-12 cited in Hermann op.ett p208

Lucien Wolfe,'The Zionist Peril' Jewish Quartcrly FReview,October 1904
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Not surprisingly the Zionists had little trouble in co-operating and
collaborating as a movement with the Nazis. From 1933 until the beginning
of the war, they instituted an economic agreement between the Yishuv (the
Jewish community in Palestine) and the Nazis, which enabled German Jewish
capitalists on \ emigrating to Palestine, to take capital with them.
This gave rise to a barter aagreement between Nazi Germany and the Yishuv.
This agreement,Ha'avara, was as Weinstock points. out, resronsible for
giving the Jewish economy in Palestine an enormous boost precisely at the
time that the rest of the world bar Germany, was in the throes of Depress-
ion. From 1929 the Palestinian economy started to grow just as the rest
of the world went into recession. (1) Ha'avara also served te-break the
anti-Nazi bovcott of Germany which anti-fascists were trving to enforce.
In a letter from Rlumenfield,on behalf of the Zionist Federation to Nazi
official Bulow Schwante, of 11.6.34, the official Zionist position regard-
ing the boycott of Germany was made clear:

"The propaganda which calls for boycotting Germany in the manner it fs
frequently conducted today,ts by ite very essence eompletely unZiontst)

(2)

This was even though according to the Nazi officials themselves, Ha'avara

was only agreed to"in order to make a breach in the wall of the anti-
German boycott" and also to further Nazi propaganda:

"Hitler said that while England was hindering Jewish settlement in
Palestine, Germany wae aiding it even to the extent of letting the

emigrant take out of the ecountry the currency required for the landing
fee in Palestine."(3) '

The result of which was that;

ﬁwken_American Jewry took great pains to organise a boycott of German
_merchandise,Palestine of all places was swamped with all kinds of
goode, '"Made in Germany'."(4)

And it is the same Kurt Blumenfield,previously Secretary of the German

Federation of Zionists from 1909-11,° . Secretary of the World Zionist

Organisation from 1927 and as President of the German Federation,.. . in

a letter to Rathenau,the Jewish Minister in the Weimar Government later
assasinated by the anti-Semites, warned:

"Under no circumstances does a Jew have the right to represent the
affairs of another people."(§) :

The 17th World Zionist Congress rejected the call for a boycott of Nazi
Germany, and the 19th Zicnist Congress at Lucerne (20.8.-3.9.35) placed
the Ha'avara under the direct control of the Zionist Executive Committee.

Even within Germany, the Zionists were eager to adapt to the Nazis (e)
racial laws. In fact the Zionist Federation demanded, in response to the
Nazis attempt to foist the revisionist Zionist banker ,Kareski,upon them:

"That it be given the full jurisdiction on the adaption of German
Jewry to the conditions created by the Nuremburg Laws."(7)

Kareski was appointed by the Gestapo as Director of the Jewish Cultural
Leagues (8)

?Z) Lacquer p320
2) See’ lavid Yisraeli, 'The Third Ieich’ & 7 S :
of Contemporgsy Bbstory, ¥ul 6,noghz;;§he 2;§ﬁ8fér Agreement' in Jouingl
(3) F Melka,Nazi Germany & the Palestine Qué?%zon,i%ddle Eastern Studies § ...C°
(1969) p221 eited in Ilawidowicz pllé,'War Against the Jews'
(4) Arendt op.eit. p60
(5) Weinstock op.eitt. pl3s (¢) Eliesar op.cit. ppl86/7,Yahya pp22/3
(7?) Weinstock op.cit. pl3é
(8) American Jewish Congress Bulletin cited in Weinstock p3é
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Kareski was considered by the Jewish community to be little more than a
Gestapo agent. The Palestine Post in 1936 stated that:

"The position 18 now such that no Jew ean speak in Germany if Mr Kareski
_ objeects, and that anyone who offends him is liable to severe penalties
~ ' for an attitude of animosity towards the state. This is what the Gestapo
told the representatives to the State of the German Jews, and through
them to the Jews in General."(9)

Naturally Kareski,political ally of Begin, advocated the mass emigration of
Jews from Germany and even Lacquer admits that Zionisms' Jewish critics

"(asserted) that Nazi and Ziownist were working hand in glove end that the
t Nazi laadere in. their specches-andiuritings. quoted.Zionist sources from

time to time to prove that Jews were different, that they could not be

assimilated. " (10) |

JB Agus wrote on the similarity of Zionist and Nazi writings:

"BKd the Zionist programme and philosophy contribute decisively to the
enormous catastrophe of the extermination of 6 million Jews by the Nazis
by popularising the notion that the Jews were forever aliens in Europe?”

and on 21.6.33 the Zionist Union for Germany pronosed in a memo to therZZJ

Nazis that:

"The new German state recognise the Zionist movement as the most suitable
Jewish group in the new Germany with which to deal, that Jewish status

in Germany henceforth be regulated on the basis of a group status rather
than individual rights...in the event the Germans co-operated the Zionists
would try to get the Jews abroad to call off the anti-German boyeott."(12)

Reading this it is hard tc believe the Nuremburg Laws were termed the most
murderous legislative instrument known to European History. (23)

The Zionist weekly, RKe Judieche kndschau, (the only Jewish
paper allowed to publish) contributed towards the Spirit of Nuremburg by
coining the slogan,'Wear it with Pride, the Yellow Star' at a time when its
wearing wasn't even compulsorary. But the :

"solemieal point of the slogan...wce directed against the 'assimilationists'’
and all those people who refused to be reconciled to the new 'revolution-
ary developments'...during ites firet few years, Hitlers rise to power
appeared to the Ziontsts chiefly as the decieive defeat of assimilationism!

And because Zionism was a pelitical movement encaged in battle with (14)
its Jewish critics, the rise of the Nazis was seen as vindicating all they
had been saying. Tc them Fitler meant their own success.The preamble to the
_Nuremburg Laws had paid handsome tribute to the Zionists: '

“"If the Jews had a state of their oun in which the bulk of their people
were at home, the Jewiesh Question could already be eonsidered solved
today, even for the Jews themselves. The ardent Zionists of all people
have objected least of all to the basic ideas of the Nuremburg Laws
because they know that these laws are the only correct solution for the
Jewish people too."(15)

Hanna Arendt commenting upon the trial of Eichmann wrote:

"Israeli eitizens,religious and non-religious seem agreed upon the
desirability of having a law which prohibits intermarriage and it 18
chiefly for this reason...that they are also agreed upon the undesirability

(9) Weinstock op.eit. pl4d

(10) Laequer op.cit. p500 ,

(11) J B Agus 'Meaning of Jewish History',New York,1963 Vol 2 p447

(12) Dawidowiecz pp23l/2 :
(13)- G Iitlinger,The Final Solution, (New York) 1961 p7 .
(14) Arendt op.cit. pb9 .
(15) Die Nurnberger Gesetaze 5 Auflage Berlin 1939 ppl3/4 quoted in Machover/

Offenburg op.ctt. p38
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OF A written constitution in which such a law would embarrasingly have to be
spelt out...there certainly was something breathtaking im the naivette with

which the proseccution denounced the infamous Nuremburg Laws of 1935, which had
prohibited intermarriage and sexual intercourse between Jews and Germans."(16)

The Zionists also negotiated with Adolph Eichmann and others in
the 8S, including Feydrich, to secure the setting up of agricultural trainincg
camps in Europe for Zionist pioneers who were to leave for Palestine. They

sent Moshe Bar Gilad over from Palestine and Ehud Avriel, who'd lived in
Vienna, from Londen to conduct these negotiations. (17)

According to the Kimches:

"These Jews from Palestine spoke a language not totally different from
that of Eichmann. They had been sent to Europe by the communal settle-
mente in Palestine and they were not interested in rescue operations"
After all that was not their job,

"...they wanted to select 'suitable material' and their chief enemy
prior to the extermination programme was not those who made life
impossible for the Jews in the old countries,Germany or Austria, but

those who harred access to the mew homeland; THAT ENEMY WAS I[EFINITELY
B HTAIN NOT GE IMANY.'"(18) ]

The Central Jewish organisation 'Zentral auschuss der Deutschen Juden fur
Hilfe und Aufbau' was established in 1933. It set up ten agricultural
training camps for Zionist ycuth emigrants (19)

The policy of 'encouraging®’ the emigration of Jews to Palestine had the
support of the whole of the Nazi leadership from Hitler down:

"In January 1938,he (Hitler) had already given orders that Jewish
emigration was to be directed primarily to Palestine.”(20)

It was in consequence of this that the policy of favouring the Zionists
(allowing them a newspaper,letting the Zionist youth movement Betar wear

uniformg) was alsc approved from the top down. In fact:

On 28.1.35.,Hevdrich issued an order stating that:

"The Zioniste and propoments of emigration to Palestine were less badg-
ered in their activities by the police and the SD than the non-Zioniets!

(21)
"the activity of the Zionist oriented youth orgenisations are not to be

treated with the strictness that it is necessary to apply to the members
of the so ecalled German Jewish organeations (aseimilationists)."(22)

Within Germany the Zionists used the rise of the Nazis in order to bolster
their own position and to remove the traditional anti~Zionist leadership of
the German Jewish community. As even Dawidowicz,herself a Zionist notes:

(16)
(17)

(18)
(19)
(20)
(22)
(23)

"Publicly noone attributed the Zionist power bid to the then current
National Soeialist poliey favouring the 2ionists,but the connection did
not pass unnoticed...the Zionist demand for parity (between Zionisets’ ¢
non-Zionists on the’ lkichsvertretung (the German equivalent of the
Board of' leputies) stunned the non-Zionists. The CV-Zeitung of 9.5.35 °

branded it 'unjustified,disruptive and astonishing..an attempt to turn
present events in Germany to Zionist profit."(23)

In 1939 the Nazis reconstituted the Reichvertretung as a Judenrat,now called
the Reichsvereiniguno under control of the Zionists.

Arendt op.eit p*

For detatls see Jon’ & David Kimches' 'The Seeret Ikbads-The Illegal Migration
of a People 1938-48'London 1954 David Kimche is now Director General of

and Ehud Avriel, 'Open the Gates' Israel's Foreign Ministry
eited in Arendt op.eitt. pé
N.Bentwich, 'The " lkefugees from Germany',London 1936 ppl42/3
Kimehes op.eit. pp2l7,230 (21) Mmwidowicz pllé8

Mommsen ' ler Nationalsozialistiseche Polizeistaat pp78/9, lnwidowicz p487
! lnwidowies op.cit. p24
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"In the event of a Jew choostng not to accept the invitation (to be depor-
ted to a concentration ecamp) the Ikichsvereinigung could and did send

henehmen to the home of the reealeitrant with orders to bring him by
forece. "(24)

Arendt noted that:

-

"all leading positions..were held by the Zionists...because Zionists

according to the Nazis,were the decent Jews since they too thought in
'national'terms. " (25)

.With all this in mind, it is obviocusly incorrect to say that Hitler gave
support to the Mufti against the Zionists, in fact knowing that the Mufti

couldn't deliver in terms of an Arab uprising, the Nazis cemented their
relationship with the Zionists. :

"Hitler concluded that Jewish emigratton should be concentrated on Palest-
ine,because this would create only ome centre of Jewigh trouble in the
world which Germany could oppose by eopcerted counter-measures."”(26)

The pro-Nazi sympathies of the Mufti are often_used . by the Zionists to

'prove’ that the Palestinians were also pro-Nazi. In fact the Mufti who was
appointed bv the British:

"was for years denounced by extremist Arab politicians. as a British agent.
o (27)
"The majority of politically mindeéed Syrians,like their brethren in
Palestine, decided that there wabk nothing to choose between oppression
" by a demoeraey and that eicercised in the name of fascism.'(28)

The Nazis also sent an SS Officer, Baron Leapold Itz von Mildenstein to
Palestine accompanied by Kurt Techler of the German Zionist Federation, to
continue negotiations on Ha'avar and training camps.(29)

There were articles describing Mildenstein's visit in Der Ancriff,Goebbels
paper in 1934. Mildenstein himself was soon to occupy the Jewish desk in

Heydrich's Security Service. In fact ‘Mildenstein hired Eichmann at the end
of 1934 as his ‘'ewpert on Ztonjsm."(30)

And Adolph Fichmann could declare that:

"Ae a matter of fact, there was a very strong similarity between our.
attitudes in the S5 and the viewpoint of these immensely idealistie
Z2ioniet leaders...I believe that Kastner would have saerificed a hundred
or a hundred thousand of his blood to achieve his politieal goal."(31)

Arendt relates that:

" (Eiehmanns) first personal contacts with Jewish functionaries,all of _
them well known Zionists of long stonding were thoroughly sagtisfactory...
these Jews,unlike the Assimilationists,whom he always desptised...were
tidealists' like kim... Ir Kastner as Eichmann understood it,had sacrtf-
iced his fellow Jews to his idea, and this was ae tt should be...he
agreed that today the Jews might not be happy to recall this pulling -
together and he did not want 'to hurt their feelings'."(32)

Just .in case it is thought that these are the delirious fantasies of an old
Nazi about to meet his maker, it should be borne in mind that Dr Rudolph

(24) 'Jews Against Hitler-lot As a Lamb’ L Steinberg,Gordon & Cremones' University
Press, Glasgow pl2
(25) Arendt op.eitt. p60 3

(26) Interview with Dr Maxr Gruenwald,New York,l.2.73, lnwidowiecz op.ett. pl20

(27) Barvbour,Nisi’ [ominus,a Survey of the Palestine Controversy,London 1946
P40l fn,ecited in Kirk op.cit pls4

(38) Kirk op.cit p206

(29) See History Today,January 1980,"4A Nazi Travels to Palestine”’' br J Boase

(30) " Ipvidowies pll3 (31)L%ife Magazine 28.11/5.12.60 quoted in
"Perfidy’,Ben Hecht,New York 1961 Julian Messner Ine. pp260/1 :

(32) Arendt op.eit ppdl/2
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Verba, the first Auschwitz escapee, tells much the same story from the
other side of the fence about how his warnings of Hungarian Jewry's fate
-were used by Kastner to his own advantage. (33) All this was taking place
in the midst of the European carnage. It is no wonder that whilst Rudeclph
Kastner, head of the . ewish Agencv's 'Rescue Committee' in Hungary was .
-saving 600 souls of the Zionist elite, Moshe Kraus was sacked by the
Agency from his job with them as he cbtained passports and visas for

40 000 of the Jewish poor.Tt is estimated by Steinberg that Kraus
rescued up te 90 000 Hungarian Jews by using collective visas/passports.
Count Folke Bernadette, a member of the Swedish Royal Family, who came to
Palestirne as a UN Madiator had:

on hie own pevconal initiative suceceeded in rescuing a surviving
remnant...some 30 G0U, from the concentration camps. " (34)

Bernadotte was killed in cold blood by the Stern gang not long after
coming to Palestine, for fa'ling to turn a blind eye to the activities

of the Zionists althouch initiallv he was very sympathetic to them. Today
one of the leaders of the Stern gang, Yitzhak Shamir, is Foreign Minister
in Begins'.Government. Others such as Raoul Wallenburg the Swedish diplom-
at, and Rabbi Weissmandsl tho orthodox Chasidic Rabbi, were also doing
their best to =ave thcuzands oy means of false visas, passports, immigrat-
ion certificates cte. For seme 2 years, the deportation of the Slovakian
‘Jews was postpored when Wisliceny accepted in- 1942 50 000 ¢ollars from the
Jewish Relief Committce in Bratislava: -

"Wisliceny raceivaed she Jewe offer of a bribe on cpndition that he put
an end to the deportations...tire deportations yere halted. What is
more, " labbi Weiesmandel set up a ueritabls_lifgrsavinq eampatign known
@& EBurcopa Plan. to rescve all the Jews in Teymen coccupied territories.
It wae simply a matter of yinding the necessary money. " uring the
Following 2 years” Jaubbi Weissmandel sent request after request to the
Jewish organtsationc in Switzerland,zach one more urgent and more
anguished than th: las: beggirg for momney...the amounts he reeceived
" were paltry...Svitzerland 144 rot really believe in the Europa Plan..
Be that .a it nay,during those 2 years there were no deportatione of
Jews from Slovakia co tihat Slovakian territory even came to be a
territory for those Jews wlo escaped from the camps and ghettoes of
Poland...Incidentclly it wos kabbi Weissmandel who smuggled the
Wetzler (Verbu-TG) losenburg report to the West at the beginning of
1942...written by 2 Auschwits escapees. "{(35) ‘ '
In fact none of Weiscmandel's messages were replied to. And when Weiss-
mandel communicated the news of the two escapees, he transmitted the news
to Dr Kastner...

"The acecournt oj thz . escapecs,Wetzler (Verba) gnd  Ibsenberg hqd
broken the wall of silerce. It might be more fitting to eall it a
deliberate deafncsec. Yews of the gassinge had reached London Just
after they had commenced. The delegate of the World Jewish Congress
in Switzerlaad,Gerhard FHegner, had sent a detailed telegram about
the matter duving the summes» of 1942...Soon after, the American State
" lepartment requected ite mission im Switzerland not to send any more
private messageoz. The Tewieh press in Palestine which had received ‘
detatled informaticr in the suwnmer of 1942, that is to say around the

time that Fegrner was writing .Me report, hardly mentioned it .for
e

| | Y
33 February 1961,London ztily Herald see Perfidy p26l fn 68 ‘F“'
(34) Blirst op.cit pld .see Menhuin pS12 .
(85) Steinberg op.cit. pp295/6
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6 months, and when it did, all it had to say was that the information
appeared to be extremely emageratted : A good idea to be on the alert but
there was no need to pante."(36) : :

' .The Weissmandel-Fleischman group was to be deported to Auschwitz,though
Weissmandel escaped. 1 . :

_ Time and aga%n the Zionists, when faced with a choice between fighting
the Nazis and saving refugees, or using the Holocaust to create their own
state deliberately chose the latter course. As Lucas notes:

"While hopes and efforte for the rescue of Europes Jews continued, the
struggle for a Jewish state beeame the primary concern of the(Zionist)
movement." (37) ,# And in consequence: :

"Omee the achievement of statehood became the ‘overriding goal of the
movement, the Zionist realpolitik developed a rigorous logiec and a
momentum of its own in which humanitarian considerationg were
subordinate. "(38) :

. At every single stage the Zionists when given a choice between opposing the

: Na31s.or.try1ng to make a deal with them chose the ‘latter. This was because
the Zionist movement had not been set up to oppose anti-Semitism but to
ahieve a political state. As Steinberg nofes: :

M"The Zionist movement...was going through a grave crieis since it
realised that it was not in a position ot this stage to solve the
Jewish problem. Its adviee to Jews that they should emigrate to
Palestine could only be taken up by a very small minority..." (39)

And the desire of American Jews (and others) to rescue Europes' Jews:

"was cqnveniently structured by the Z2ionist programme in a way
that involved only helping Jews to reach Palestine.''(40) sand

"ig the European Holocaust erupted, Ben Gurion saw it as a decisive
opportunity for Zionisem...Bem Gurion above all others sensed the
tremendous poseibilities inherent in the dynamic of the ehaos and
ecarnage in Europe...the forces unleashed by Hitler in all their horror
must be harnessed to the advantage of Zioniem. ' (41)

in an analogy much like that of Herzl's when comparing anti~Semitism to
the pressure of steam.

In the course of the war, the Zionists provided the vast majority of
the members of the Judenrats- the Nazi appointed Jewish Councils which
pacified people within the ghettoes and selected who would depart for the
concentration camps first.(42) Getting Jewish collaborators to serve on the
Judenrats and in the Jewish police was essential if the Final Solution was
to succeed:

"Phe final rounding up of Jews in Berlin was...done entirely by
Jewish police, there would have been either complete chaos or an
impossibly severe drain on German manpower...Hence the establishment
of Quisling governments in occupied territories was dways cceompanied
by the organisation of a central Jewish office."(48)

As Judge Halevi elicited from Eichmann in the latters trial:

"The Nazis had regarded this co-operation as the very cornerstone
of their Jewish policy. "(44)

(36) Ibid. p288 (37) Lucas op.cit. pl8é8
(38) Ibid. pl90 (39) Steinberg op.cit. pl69
(40) Tuecas pl89 (41) Ibid. ppl87/8

(42) See Hertazberg, Ha'arectz 24.9.63)
(43) Arendt op.ett. pll7
(¢4) Ibid. pl2d
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Arendt points out wherever there was a Jewish leadership,; this leadership
collaborated with the Nazis, whereas:

"If the Jewish people had really been unorganised and leaderless..the
total number of victime would hardly have been between 4% and
€ million poeple. " (45)

Arendt gives Holland as a prime example of this, but the Zionists for
example in Dawidowicz's book and Trunk, devote a great deal of time to
proving that the existence of Judenrats somehow benefitted the Jews of

Europe. As Steinberg even notes: ;

"This argument of Arendt provoked a gemeral outery among the Jewish
“historians of the catastrophe hut -ecould not be refuted...the Jewish
Councils had been created by the Germans .for the sole purpose of
destroying the Jews.'"(46) =

In Israel the Supreme Court in the Hirsch Birnblatt appeal exonerated the
Jewish Councils and Police. Arendt wrote regarding Belgium:

"The Jewish Couneil did not ecommand any authority among-ndtive Jews.

With this'lack of understanding' on all sides,it 18 not surprising

that very. few Belgian Jews were deported."(47)

Where anti-fascist opposition was strongest such as in Belgium,Denmark
and Bulgaria, the number of Jews exterminated was least. In Ho%land the
efforts of non-Jewish anti-fascists came full square up against the
Zionist led Jewish Council. in Ambterdam which was eager to collaborate.
The same is true of Greece. The political dominance of Zionism could only
result in defeat. This despite the fact that Zionists, even the European
leadership in some cases, died in the holocaust; written off by the
movement ~ outside. Zionism as a political movement was simply incapable
of fighting anti-Semitism and wherever possible tried“to adapt to it.
Whére as in the Warsaw Ghettoe Zionists fought, it was in spite of rather
than because of their Zionist affiliations. In the case of Hungary in
particular, by sabotaging the rescue efforts of others while securing the
safe exit of the Zionist elite, Zionism bartered the lives. of whole
communities in exchange for the saving of a select few.This was Bt
termed 'selectivity': '

"Selectivity is an inescapable Ffactor in dealing with the problem of

immigration to Palestine..,there could be no more deadly ammunition

provided to the enemies of Zioniem...if Palestine were to be Fflooded
with very old people or with undesirables."(48)

Montor was described in his obituary as a:

(45)
(47)
(48).

(49)

"Key figure in the raising of huge amounts of money for Isrcel from
diagpora Jewry..and as Executive Viee President of the United Jewish
Appeal (1934-50) he directed the raising of previously unparalleled
amounts for Israel from overseas Jewry."(49) ey

He was also Chief Executive 1951-9 of the American- Pinancial Development
Corporation for Israel in charge of the Israel bond campaign. But he was
zealous in ensuring that the vast amounts of money raised didn't go to
help save some of the Jews of Europe (as the rest of the letter quoted
above,which was a letter of refusal) makes clear. Chaim Cohen, Attorney
General and Prosecutor in the Kastner trial (see later) makes clear

the Zionist position:

Arendt op.cit. pl2s . (46) Steinberg op.cit. plo9

Arendt op.cett. pléé :

Letter from Hemry Montor, Exzecutive Vice Chair,United Jewish Appeal to
Iabbi Baruch’” khbinowitz 1.2.40,facsimile reproduced in 'Holocaust Vietims
Accuse, leb Moshe Shonfield,pp89-94,Neturei Karta,New York,1977

Jewish Chrontele 16.7.82
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"It has always been our Zionist tradition to select the few out of many
in arranging the immigration to Palestine...Are we to be called -
traitors?"(50) # 3

Dawidowicz describes what selectivity meant in practise:

"The Zionist movement itself set up rigid standards for prospective tmmig-
rants. The l8th Zionist Congress in 1933 established within the Jewieh
Agency for Palestine a Central Bureau for the settlement of German Jews
which to begin with excluded anti-Zionists as cpplicants for ecertificates
.(te. most Jews-TG).Young poeple in good health,with some training for
agricultural work or manual trades and persons with eapital were the
preferred candidates for aliya IN A P OCESS WHE E THE NEEDS AND INTE ESTS
OF PALESTINE TOOK PFECE IENCE OVEF A ST ATEGY OF MESCUE."(my emphasie-51)

But at the time of the 2nd Aliya, the Zionist Organisation had opposed
unpropertied immigration. (52) :

KASTNER

The Kastner Trial which began in 1953 lasted till 1955, not counting the
appeal. .Kastner sued Malchiel Greenwald, the author of a right wing newssheet
for criminal libel and the government sent its Attorney General Chaim Cohen
along to prosecute, Cohen later became a Supreme Court Judge. Shmuel Tamir,
the Defence Attorney and ex Irgun member became Justice Minister in Begins'
Cabinet as a member of Yigael Yadin's Democratic Movement.The case collapsed
with virtually the whole government being put on trial instead. As the right
wing paper, Yediot Aharanot said: _

fdfflkaatner 18 bbougkt to trial, the entire govermment faces a total
political and national collapse~ as a result of what such a trial may
disclose."”" (53)

It was said that during Eichmanns' trial: _
"Hovering over the courtroom...was the ghost of Israel Kastner”(54)

Eichmanns' trial allowed the deal between Kastner ,Becher,Krumey and Wisliceny
to become submerged by pinning all the blame on Eichmann(55) :

The Prosecutor,Hausner,preferred not to call Biss, Kastner's Deputy, because

the last thing that was wanted was for the Kastner affair to raise its head.

The same was true for Verba.

The Communist Party newspaper, Kol Haam, wrote after the Kastner trial:

WALl thoee whoee relatives were butchered by the Germans in Hungary know
now clearly that Jewish hands helped the mass murder."(56)

Kastner was later killed by Ze'ev Eckstein who. had strong connections with
the Israeli Secret Service,Shin Beth,and he was apparently paid by them.
The Judge Benjamin Halevi summed up in the trial thus:

"The Jews of the ghetioes would not have trusted the Wazi or Hungarian
rulers. But they had trust in the Jewish leaders...those of the Jews who
tried to warn their friends of the truth (of the deportations) were
persecuted by the Jewish leaders in charge of the local rescue work. The
trust of the Jews in the misleading information and their lack of know-
ledge that their wives and children and themselves were about to be
deported to the gas chambers of Auschwitsz, led the victime to remain
quiescent in their ghettoes...and the Jewish leaders did everything in
their power to soothe the Jews in the ghettoes and to prevent such

(g?; Hecht. op.eit. ppl94/5 - it -
( Central Bureau fgr the Settlement of German Jews, kport to the LIth Zionist

Congress and 4th Council of Jewieh Agency in Lucerme,London 7/35 p2l’ & Landaue:
"ler Zionismus in Wandel' ppl3-46 cited in [awidowiez op.eit. pp23/9
(62) Lueas op.cit. p79 (53) 23.6.55 eited in Nazi-Zionist Collaboration-BAZO
(54) M Pearlmann,The Capture and Trial of 4 Eichmann,New York 1963 p§34 p22
(55) See L Susman,Analyeis of Perfidy,American Council for Judaiem,eited by

Menhuin p484 (56) Nazi-Zionist Collaboration p22, (23.6.55)
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resistance activities...the Nazi chiefs knew that the Zionists were a
most vital element in Jewry and the most trusted by the Jews. ..Etchmann
did not want a second Warsaw...the Nazis' patronage of Kastner, and :
their agreement to let him save 600 prominent Jews were part of the plan
to exterminate the Jews...the opportunity of réscuing preminent people
appealad.to him greatly. He considered the rescue of the most important
Jews as a great personal success and a success for Zionism,..He concent-
- rated his efforts in the rescue of the prominents and treated the camp
of the doomed as if they hdd already been wiped out from the book of
the living. :
One cannot estimate the damage caused by Kastmer's collaboration and put
down the number of vietims whieh it eost Hungarian Jews...Just as the
Vazi war criminale knew they needed an alibi and hoped to achieve it by
the rescue of a few Jews at the eleventh hour,so Kastner also needed an
alibi...Collaboration between the Jewish Agency lscue Committee and the
Exterminators of the Jews was solidified in Budapest and Vienna. Kastnere
duties were part and parcel of the general duties of the SS...the Nazis
opened a Iescue’ lepartment headed by Kastner."(57) '

I1f the Nazis did not want a second Warsaw Ghettoe,neither did the" Zionists.
According to one of those who died in the uprising: : : .

"our leaders abandoned us in time of damger,they scattered in all-

_ _divections like mice."(58) - :
Neither did the Zionists provide or attempt to provide arms or other help.
' (59)

And even in Warsaw prominent Zionists collaborated. Those such as Abraham
Gancawajch of Hashomer Hatzair and Rabbi Blumenfeld and Glacensztajn of
Agudat Yisrael, who held that the Nazi persecution was Gods' blessing in
disguise. Mordechai Anielwicz, also of Hashomer Hatzair was very much the
exception that proved the rule, in that he went down fighting leading the

resistance. :

Kastner also obtained the freeing from US custody of Lt. General
Kurt Becher of the Waffen SS, responsible for implementing the Final Solut-
jon as regards Hungary's Jews, again in his role as Jewish Agency official.
As Chaim Cohen pointed out:

"Phe man Kastner does not etand here as a private tndividual. He was a

recognised representative, offiectal or non-offiectal of the Jewish
National Institutes in Palestine and of the Zionist Executive; and I
come here in this court to defend the representative of our national
ingtitutions. "(60) '

Little wonder that Dr Karlebach wrote in Maariv:

"What is going on here? The Attorney General has to mobiliae all the
government's power,appear in court himself to justify and defend
eollaboration with Himmler. And in order to defend a quisling, the
government must drag through the streets one of the grimmest stories '
of our history."”

Not that Hungary was the only example by any means of an indifference to
the rescue of Jews from Hitlers' furnaces. When it was possible to rescue
70 000 Rumanian Jews from certain death with funds the Zionists refused
point blank and in fact did their best to discredit the story:

" "gempy Morgenthau Jnr reports,according to Wischnitzer,a seandalous case
of neglected opportunity whilet the Bermuda Conference was sitting,
20 000 Jews...could have been rescued from ™ Hkmania agatmst funds

(§7) Judge Benjamin Halevi,Jerusalem [Dstrict Court 22.6.55,Ppotocol CC 124/53
etted in Heeht op.eit. ppl78/83 Y

(58) Chaim Kaplan,Seroll of Agony,a Warsaw Rary (London 1966) p33

(59) see Martin Grey,Au Nom de Tous les Miens (Paris) 1970

(60) Hecht op.cit. fn p268
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deposited £n.SwitserZaﬁd...Thé first news .of the proposed tvansaction

appeared in the New York Times in mid-February. "(61)
Although Sykes attributes the stymying of the deal to the British and US

L ‘Governments-, (who without a doubt were not keen on such a rescue mission)

it was the Zionists,who by denying that there was any danger to ‘the.

~Rumanian Jews, gave legitimacy to the two governments reluctance.

This sabotage of all rescue work extended to opposing the lowgring of
immigration barriers in the West. For the Zionists,it was a question of
Palestine or nowhere. Zionism never had as its goal the rescue of endang-

. ered Jews, it was a political movement with a political goal, not a rescue

or charity mission. Indeed to have rescued Jews and then sent them to
countries other than Palestine would have negated the reason for Zionism's
existence. Even during the period of mass immigration into Palestine

. between 1932 and 1935, less than one eighth of the immigrants were German

with 47% coming from Poland, where the Zionist leadership also originated.
The Jewish Agency. controlled the allocation of immigration certificates(62)
Zionism's ruthlessness even extended to blowing up a ship, the Patria, in
Haifa harbour on 24.11.40.,killing 240 refugees who had already escaped
from Nazi Germany. Why? Because the British were about to transfer them

to Mauritius. The Jewish Agency even claimed this was a2 mass suicide by
those on board,whereas the explosion was the work of a small Hagannah - ~_
group. The same is suspected as regards the Struma which sank in the Black
Sea on 24.2.42 with over 700 lives lost. Again as Marlowe points out, - =
lives could have been saved if the Jewish Agency had:

"eoncentrated on the humanitarian instead of on the politieal
propaganda aspect."(£3) _ '

Kirk describes the Struma as an:

"objeet of a political gesture of despair or defiance."(64)

In a letter to the Times of € June 1961,Rabbi Dr Solomon Schonfield,
chairperson of the Chief Rabbis' Rescue Committee wrote: '

"My experience in 1942/3 was wholly in favour of a British readiness
to help openly,constructively and totally, and that thie readiness

met with opposition from Zionist leaders who ineisted om rescue to

Palestine as the only form of help."(65)

And after the war in the United States it was much the same story:

"It was only with extreme reluctance that Congress agreed to admit a
mere 200 000 of these self same remmnants of the Holocaust and espec-
tally the Jews among them; 3 years were needed to persuade it to accept
a bill whieh, in Trumans' words, 'diseriminate in a callous fashion
against displaced persons of the Jewish faith."(66) :

As Hurewitz notes:

"Congressman generally voiced support of Zionism and the demand for
large ecale immigration into Palestine,sentiment in Congress strongly
opposed the relaxration of American immigration laws,whieh might have
relieved the pressure on Palestine.’(67) -

Ernest Bevin,the right wing Foreign Secretary, in a comment which infuriat-
ed the Zionists and fellow Congressmen,noted that the Americans wanted the
displaced Jews to go to Palestine because they didn'twwant them to come to

(61) Sykes p242 see also pplOl/3 Holocaust Vietims Accuse and ppl89/92 Perfidy.

(62)
(63)
(64)

(65)

(66)

(R7)

Ben Hecht was one of those responsible for plaeci 2 2

1 placing adverts tn the NYTZ
and had first had knowledge of the affair " el
Sykes pl36 aleo see Hyamson,Palestiné Under the Mandate,London 1950
Ibid. pp224/7 and also Holocaust Vietims Accuse,Schonfield
Kirk op.eit. p203 1
Schonficld, labbi op.eit pp60/1 sew also Zionist/Nazi Collaboration ppé5=57
K Bvine,American Imnigration Policy 1924-52,0xford University,Press,pl2’
Hupdint += a1 nat+d »OE7 Tandeorn 1952
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New York! Noone did more to encourage the American denial of entry certific-
ates for the Jewish refugees than the Zionists themselves. Trumans' predeces®.
sor,Roosevelt,had sent Morris Ernst,a Jewish lawyer on a mission to explore
the possibilities of an international effort to take in the refugees ,with
every country taking a reasonable share of them. Ernst recalled:

"I wae amazed,even felt insulted, when active Jewish leaders deeried,
sneered and then attacked me as if I wae a traitor...l was openly accused
of furthering this plan for freer immigration in order to undermine
Politieal Zionism. But that did not prevent Truman or the Zionists from
demanding that the gates of Pa%estine be thrown open...Nor did it prevent
them from veviling Britain for refusing them entry."(68) - .

Everywhere Ernst ‘went he found those to whom rescue was important only as

a means of building a Jewish state in Palestine. (69)

When the Stratton Bill was introduced into Congress in 1947 allowing .
for 400 000 refugees to enter the US,what was the reaction of the Zionists?
They totally ignored the Bill in contrast to the Wright Compton resolution
calling for the establishment of a Jewish commonwealth (when 500 pages of
testimony were produced in Y4 days), with only one witness,Senator A Lehman
appearing for all the major Jewish organisations and in total just 11 pages
of testimony from the same organisations. Yet again the Zionist leadership
was determined that Zionism would not be confused with'refugeeism'. As the
President of the Zionist Organisation in America stated:

"I am happy that our movement has finally veered around to the point
where we are all,or nearly all,talking about a Jewish state..But I
ask...are we again,in moments of desperation going to confuse Zionism
with refugeeism which ie likely to defeat Zionism...Zionism 18 not a
refugee movement. It is not a product of the Second World War,nor of
the first. Were there no displaced Jews in Ewrope...Ziontsm would still
be an imperative mecessity. "(70)

And similarly the Zionists put pressure on the Australian Government not to
go ahead with the Kimberley project for the settlement of Jewish refugees in
Western Australia,sponsored by the Freeland League. The latter asked:

"Who ean tell how many thousands of Jewish lives might have been saved
from Hitlere' claws if these anti~Jewish pressures exerted by Jeye
had not been effected.”(71)

Barnet Litvinoff (citing_ his book Weizzmann:Last of the Patriarchs,1976) tell:
how Weizzmann in December 1938 turned down a British offer to allow 10 000
Jewish refugee children to come to Britain. Weizmann demanded that they be
sent to Palestine only.(?2) He also told much the same story of the US
Zionists. One such was the US Ambassador to Moscow and then Turkey,Lawrence
Steinhardt,former American Zionist Federation official in the twenties anda
fierce opponent of Jewish immigration to the United States whom the Assistant
Secretary of State,Breckenbridge Longe used ?o cite 1in gugtlflcatlon of has
anti-Semitic immigration policy {(see Henry.Eingold,'Politics Qf Rescue’)

The Israeli anti-Zionist.group,Matzpen wrote:

nphe intervention of the Zionist_movement in the question of the .
pogsibility of Jews emigrating to America,is a classical example of
the cynicism of the 'Cruel Zioniem’. At the time of the 2nd World War
hundreds of thousands of European Jews ecould still have escaped the
Nazis by emigrating to other countries. It is beyond all doubt that
representatives of the 7ioniet movement<in the US .tried to sabotage
the plan to save Jeuish refugees by bringing them to the US or any

(68) Hirst pllsS eiting ML Ermst -'So Par 5o Good',Harper & Bros,New York 1¥48

ppl38/9 see also Tzzi Coken, 'The Cruel Zionism' Matzpen April 1974

(69) see Ernst ppl70-7 cited in ’Eiouist-Connec?ion',Liglieqthqll p36 )
(70) " kbbi Hillel Silver to 49th Annual Convention of the Zionist Organisation of

B
(

7

4
2

America,New York Times 27.10.46

71) A Lillienthall, 'The Othgr Side of the -Coin' New York,1965 p26

) Jewieh Chronie‘e 27, 20X
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place other than Palestine. "(73)

Ben Gurion's letter (17.12.38) to the Zionist Executive makes this approach
to saving the lives of Jewish refugees quite explicit: A

"If the Jews are faced with a choice between the refugee problem and
rescuing Jews from concentration camps on the one hand, and aid for
the national museum on the other, the Jewish sense of pity will prevatl
«+.We are risking Zionism's very existence if we allow the refugee
problem to be separated from the Palestine problem. "(74)

And on a similar theme,Yitzhak Greenbaum (a member of the 'left' Hashomer
Hatzair and Mapam and a member of Ben Gurions' first Cabinet in addition to
being Hrector of th: Jewish-Ag 1cy's 'Rescue'Committee.. ) at a meeting on
the Diaspora and the Redemption in Tel Aviv,February 1943 said:

-~

"When they come to us with 2 plans- the rescuec of the masses of Jews in
Europe or the redemption of the'land- I vote without a second thought,
for the redemption of the land. The more said about the slaughter of
our people,the greater the mimimisation of our efforts to strengthen
and promote the Hebraisation of the land.'"(75) .

In his book 'In Days of Holocaust and Destructicon' he wrote:

"And when I wae asked,but you could donate from the resources of the
United Jewieh Appeal (Foundation Fund$ for the rescue of Jews in Europe,
I said no.And I eay again no. I know that people wonder why I found it
necessary to say that. Friends tell me that even Zf these things are
true,one should not reveal them in public at a moment of such sorrow
and anxiety...I cannot agree. In my, opinicn ome should resist this wave
which relegates the Zionist activities to secondary importance. And
because of that I was called anti-Semitic and was judged to be respons-
tble for the fact that we do not absorb ourselves completely in the
rescue aqetivity.!(76)

In these statements Greenbaum actually advocates saying less about the
extermination of Jews. Something borne out in the Kastner trial when the
Dean of the Law Faculty of the Hebrew University,Professor Aktzin, was
questioned:

Tamir : "Is it true that the Joint Estribution Committee and the Jewish
Agency did suppress the news of the extermination in the US
up to and through 19412"
Prof.Aktzin "The Zioniste,Jewish Agency and Joint' B stribution Committee
did refrain from publicising in the Ameriean press the
massacre of the Jews." (77)

As Ari Bober of Matzpen wrote:

"When the Zioniets had to choose between the Jews and the Jewish state,
it unhesitatingly preferred the latter."(78)

And in case anybody is still not convinced or thinks these were the ramblings
of a few isolated individuals and not the policy of the movement as a whole,
let us quote Moshe Sharrett (Shertok),a 'dove' who was Israel's first

Foreign Minister and its second Prime Minister (before Ben Gurion reached
cut from retirement in a southern Kibbutz to knife him in the back:

"The fate of Zionism i8 to be sometimes cruel towards the Jewish Diaspora,
that is when the building up of this country requires it." :

Matazpen April 1974 S

Y Elam, "Introduction to Zioniet History' Tel Aviv 1972 ppl25/6 ecited in
Machover/Offenburg op.eit. sce also 'Ot', orgen of the Youth eadre of the
Igraeli Labour Party,no 2 Winter 1967 (75) Shonfield op.cit. p26

Ibid. and Y Greenbaum, Bi Mei Hurban ve Sho'ah Haverim (Tel Aviv 1946)
pp68/9 cited in Davies p25-(slightly different translation)

Hecht op.cit. pp92/3 New Yorkpl7l
A Bober,'The FRdical Case Against Zionism=-The Other Israel' Anchor Books
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and similarly the Zionist historian,S Beit Zvi wrote:

"Narrowmindedness and the fear of the territorialist danger (that is
emigration afgggg: to countries other than Palestine) led the Zionist
movement to act .a number of cases against the efforts of other Jews and
non-Jews to eave Jewish lives."(79)

And as Richard Crossman,right wing Labour Minister and Zionist put it:

"The Zionists...main preoccupation is mot to save Jews alive out of
Europe but to get Jewe into Paglestine. "(80)

This opposition to rescuing Jews applied also in Sweden where fortunately
they were unable to prevent the transfer of Denmark's Jewish community.¢gy)
Even pro-Zionist historians such as Christopher Sykes and Noah Lucas,agree
that the fate of Europe's Jews was of little concern to the Zionist movement,
obsessed as it was with the Biltmore Programme,(formuletéd-in 1842 by US
Zioniats, for the first timelcxpliei¥ly for the formation of a Jewish state
in Palestine. The other main campaign of the Zionists during the war was an
obsession with the creation of a Jewish Brigade. The British were rightly
wary of creating such a force (despite.formal acceptance) because it could
form the nucleus of opposition to them after the war, and would have dual
loyalties.As the President of the non-Zionist American Jewish Committee
wrote in April 1942 of this demand:

"I do not think that it is wise for the Agency to assume the grave
responstbility of preseing for a mecsure which ecan in no way enhance
_the opportunity for service by Jews to the war effort."(82)

But of course the purpose of the demand was not to further the war effort but
to further the creation of a Jewish state by helping create the nucleus of
a future Zionist army. The demand was incidentally put into effect in late uy
Naturally the last thing the Zionists wanted was for the Evian and Bermuda
Conferences on (supposedly) saving the Jewish masses of Europe,to succeed.

"The Zionists who played no part in the (Evian) Conference,vere not worried
by its failure...From the start they regarded the whole enterprise with
hostile indifference. Zionist writers scarcely mention it...If the 31
nations had done their duty and shown hospitality to those in dire need,
then_the pressure on the National Home and the heightened enthusiasm of
Zionism with Palestine would both have been relared. THIS WAS THE LAST

,to quote Norman_Be@twich) the bright spot of Palestine and the speck of
lominica. The Zionist leaders preferred that it should remain that way.

etion is debated are reproduced. Sweden' P ;
(82) Burewitz pl30 eiting Aauddcfésr&ezwz e? : Chzef‘.&@bz oo SreyCbetriation.
ConfidentiaZ'ﬁéport 2.2-30.6.42) pzsor d Orgenisation,New York braneh 2nd
(83) Sykes op.eit. ppl88/9
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And similarly with the Bermuda Conference which gave rise jto the United
Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration ((UNRRA) also the
American War Refugee Board:

"Mark Wischnitzer,one of the fairest of Zioniet commentators,even
goes 8o far as to describe this effort (the Bermuda Conference)
as 'deplorable'. The truth of the matter seems clear :The Bermuda
Conference undertook humanitariaen duties without reference to °
Zionist political aimsaﬁro it was of no interest to Zionists,

and 1te weak result wags not regretted by them."”(84)

Lucas comes to exactly the same conclusion:

"The Zionists were not displeased by the faitlure of the Evian
Conference, since the opening up of barriers to immigration
elsewhere would have eased the pressure on Palestine. " (85)

Not all Zionists of course realised the implications implicit in
Zionisms' rejection of the fight against anti-Semitism. One such was
Joel Brand, the emissary that Hungarian Jewry sent abroad in a last
ditch effort to prevent their own extermination. Brand was himself a
- member of Mapai. Brand wrote a letter to Moshe Sharrett concerning
how the Zionists had obstructed him (including colluding with the
British who arrested him in Syria,Ehud Avriel who accompanied him from
Turkey also being in the pay of the British Intelligence). ,

"For decades our people strove towards one end- the Zionist goal
which was again and again aepired to...In the days of Hitler
another goal should have taken precedence to save the lives
of our people...You Comrade Sharrett, and all the agencies did
not de a single tiing...to alarm without delay, the whole world,
or to alert all the newspapers in the free world as much as
rosstble. "(86) .

And this unfortunately is the record of the whole_Ziogist movement
during the Holocaust which did not merely do nothing itself but
actively obstructed those who did wish to do something.

(84) Ibid. p242

.ett. p458 fn. 2 ! ;
?ggj ézagﬁtzﬁ V'Hangfesh (Satan and the Soul),Joel Brand cited in

Holocaust Vietims Accuse,Schonfield, pp58/9



The Revisionist Zionists founded by Jabotinsky were 1in gvegt@orgagﬁizs
quandery with regard to the rise of the Nazis and a?tllci?laig T iitioal
throughout Europe. Politically there were many ideo Ogt‘ Lt e
similarities vetueen them and the Buropo Fte to pilitavien and uniforns
class basis of the Revisionists, e : g e

- ch trappings, and most of all their total hostility
:ggi?zgiztggns of zgrkgng class organisa?ions, there can be little dgubg
that it is correct to class them as fascist. In Palgstfne they organise
an openly scab union,the Revisionist Labour Federation: % Yo

"which enjoyed the patronage of some factory. owners an eading

orange growers."(1l)

In fact the Revisionist movement in Palestine, in particular Brit Habir-
yonim, (A small group of para military thugs who overlapped with Betar)

"saw the main enemy in the Labour Movement.'"(2)
But though a small group of activists:

"Jabotinsky gave his blessing to all actions of the Biryonim,"(3)
Revisionism itself:

"became more and more anti-socialist in charagcter...(and) identified
with opposition to organised labour"(4)

Revisionism in fact saw the class struggle as
"an insidious subversion of the national struggle.”(5)

And similarly in Nazi Germany itself, the Revisionists were busy collab-
orating with their political mentors. The President of the German Revision-
ist State Zionists, was interviewed in Goebbels paper, der Angriff,under
the heading: "The Nuremburqg Laws Fulfill Ancient Zionist’' Iemands."

It is hard to quarrel with this assessment of the Revisionists, but as
Weinstock notes:

"The Nazt propaganda vehicle gleefully introduced the interview with
the remark that the Ghettoe’ kgulations emforced in Germany found
favour among some sections of Jewish opinion.'"(6)

Lacquer maintains that because Jabotinsky was not a fascist,the movement

he led could not be fascist either. Even if it is true that Jabotinsky

did not believe much of the rubbish that filled the heads of his supporters
he did little to counter the leader cult, the wearing of Brownshirts by
Betar or their military salute,Fuhrerprinzip (7) or indeed the open .
worship of fascism by so many of his supporters. The fact that Jabotinsky's
disciples had taken to wearing brownshirts reminiscent of the German SA

did not endear them to the left,and as Lacquer admits

L) Laaquer p3l8 ) ; (2) Ibid. p363
(8) Ibid. pp364/5 citing an article on adventurism in Chasit Ha'am 11.3.32
quoted in Schectman, (¢4) Ibid.

(§) Lucas op.cit. pl3l

‘6) Weinstock pld49 see Wiemer Library Archives,American Jewish Congrese Bulleti:
24.1.36,Palestine Poe$t3.1.36 and Selbstwehz 3.1.36,a Jewish weekly in
Prague which published Kareskis interview of 23.12.35 in full -~ - o--

‘?) see Abraham’ kvusky,Les Juifs en Palestine,Paris 1936 p202
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"the stress on militgry training...gave (Betar) a certain similarity
to the faseist youth movements of the 1920s and 30s."(8)

?bga Aghimeﬁr, a frugtpated would be leader,the Enoch Powell of the
a gst1n¢§n‘ hv151onlsysdescribed by Lacquer as the”leading ideologist
;f aleqf%?tan neo?rgvzséﬂnjsm”, wrote a column in the newspaper, Doar
ayom, entitled 'Diary of @"Fasc¢ist'. It is in-fact quite possibie for
ahf?sc1st party to have a non-fascist leader eg. O'Brien, the Powsllite
ﬁ aiwperson of ?he National Front after Chestertoni Today Begin's Likud
as.representatlves in it of the old .fascdist past:-and of Israel's private -
gag1§§l,ksuch as Yoram Aridor of the Maritime Fruit Compsny. But even
BgnoGtgioi :g?gagidh?z?ln to the "screeching of a useless door" and '

"When for the first time I heard Begin on th A
- e radi 2
and sereeching of Hitler."(9) J oo B gl o votcg

The Revisionists slogan when Hitler came to power was:

"Hitler for Germany, Mussolini for Italy and Palestine for.us.”(ZOJ
AsJabotinsky's biographer explained:

__"The organ qf tke_PaZegtinian extremists expressed the view that but
for Hitler's anti-Semitism, German National Socialism would have
been acceptable, and that anyway Hitler had saved Germany."(11)

And Weinstock relates how:

"fascist tendencies sprang up in the kvisionist movement, particul-
arly in its Palestinian section, whose leaders, Abba Achimeir,

Y 4 Yevin and the poet Zvi Greemberg, all ex members of the Zionist
Labour Movement,glorified the National Socialist ereed- except for °
its anti-Semitic components of course- in their paper Chazit Ha'am
(Peoples Front) and hatiled Hitler as Germanys' saviour."(12)

In fact Achimeir wrote in his diary that
T wish that a million Polish Jews might be slaughtered, then they
might realise they are living in a Jewish ahettoe. "(13)
Jabotinsky's followers in Jerusalem told a District Court:

"Yes we entertain great respect for Bitler. Hitler has saved Germany.
Without him it would have perished four years ago. And we would have
gone along with Hitler if he had only given up his anti-Semitism!(1l4)

Indeed Jabotinsky, who had described Achimeir as:

"our spiritual guide and teacher”(16)

ed with, if not the politics, at least the

y. In a letter to Yevin of 14.5.33, again
of Jabotinsky's

hen he left the

became increasingly exasperat

tactics of Achimeir and compan

quoted in Schectman's biography of him (Schectman was one

closest colleagues and followed him into the wilderness W
- 7¥onist Executive), Jabotinsky wrote:
tapticles and notices on Hitler and the Hitlerite movement are to me

A ' » ks...to find in
and all of us,like a knife thrust into our bae d 2 .
7 ) ture of a 'mational liberation movement'! 1s sheer
. Y s ANI?gﬂD“R PRZSENT CIRCUMSTANCES ALL TH}S BABBL_.

ignorance. Moreover 1
I%G IS DISCREDITING AND PARALYSING MY_WORK.‘(lﬁ)my emphasts

3) Lacquer op.cit. p3l8 ' S e . .
)) Israel No 108,15.6.77 eited bylA }‘gegzgi,'G;irdtan 30.6.82

2 Iodinson 'Tarael a Colonia ate' f :
F%?Jnggﬁzﬁ o;.cit. 5p361/2 eiting Scheectman, 'Fighter and Prophet' .
: ; ish’ Iat ‘n 8.9.

instock .ett. pls0 (13) Jewish Iaily Bulletin 8.
Figﬂ wﬁégswg%buﬁge (Berlin) 31.5.32 pp835-6 s .
(15) Laequer op.cit. p364 (16) Ibid.
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Albert Einstein,Hanna Arendt and others wrote on the occasion of Begins'
first visit to the United States:

"Herut (is) a political party closely akin in its appeal to the Nazi and
Fascist parties...it is inconceivable that those who oppose fasecism
throughout the world, if correctly informed as to Begin's politieal rec-
ord and perspectives could add their names-and support-td-the movenent
he represents.”(17)

Herut is the party that Begin formed after 1948 out of the Irgun and Stern
Gang terrorist groups plus someof Israel's bourgeoisie. Begin of course is
now Israels' Prime Minister. In the 1930s the Revisionists were in a small
minority and broke away from the World Zionist Organisation to form the

New Zionist Organisation. Inside Palestine their differences with thelLabour
Zionists were essentially tactical eg. their decision to break the ceasefire
with the British much earlier than Hagannah (January 1944) or their call for
the establishment of a Jewish state when the Labour Zionists were using
formulations such as a Jewish homeland. Their differences largely centered
around questions of timing, though Jabotinsky believed the Zionists should
not be purchasing land from the Arabs,(as the mainstream Zionists were doing)
but getting it free from the British. Weizmann's retort that this was not
gquite an empty country like Rhodesia shows how natural it was to compare the
Zionist project then with Rhodesia (which of course was not empty) although °
Zionists today deny the colonialist nature of Zicnism. (18)

The Irgun in fact resumed its war against the British when the
threat from Rommel to Palestine had faded, and the Stern Gang even made an
agreement with the Nazis against the British. Its leader Abraham Stern:

"One of the central figures in Irgun...believed that Britain not Germany
was the main enemy. Consequently he refused to stop the fight against
the mandatory power."(19) and B s

"in addition to his other misdeeds came into some sort of treasonable
relationship with Italian Fascists...he held...there could be no radical
distincetion between German Nazis or the British because both were
opposed to the total realisation of the Jewish state."” (20)

"The ultra patriotism(!) of the Stern gang had manifested itself even
earlier...in their attempts in 1941 to contact German emissaries in
Beirut in order to establish a common anti-British front."(21)

And in fact Stern elaborated his programme:

"yhich was to assist Germany to conquer Palestine in return for the
transfer of Europes' Jews to its shores. Stern believed that o deal
with Hitler offered better hope for Jewish independence than a truce
with Britain."(22) :

And this reluctance regarding the allied cause was not just confined to the
Revisionists.

"In the free countries the feelinge of most Jews about the war was
straightforwvard and uncomplicated...Britain and France were at war with
the persecutor of their race so,whatever their feelings regarding
Palestine they rallied to the demoeratie side. In Palestine...Jewish
feelings remained dominated by Zionism and in comsequence were not
simple. " (23)

(L?) Letter to New York Times 4.12.48

(18) Lacquer p465 (i9) Ibid. p376
(20) Sykes op.cit. p243 (21) Lacquer p556
(22) Lucas op.cit. pp2l2/3

(23)  Sykes op.cit p204



~le - Rose afu Bhenslve contacts witn the wnazis, as a memorandum dated 1/41
from a report by the Naval attache at the German embassy in Turkey makes clear.

"The NMO(Natiomal Military Organisation or Irgun=-7G) which is well aequain-
ted with the goodwill of the German  leich government and its authorities
towards Zionist activity inside Germany and towards Zioniet emigration
plans, is of the opinion that...the establishment of the historieal
Jewish state on a national and totclitarian basis and bound by a treaty
with the German’ kich would be in the interest of maintaining and streng-
thening the future German position of power in the Near East.

Proceeding from these considerations, the NMO in Palestine offers to take
an active part in the war on Germany's side,provided the above mentioned
national aspirations of the Jewish liberation movement are recognised by
the German Iich government."(24)

Not that the Irgun were the only ones to supply intelligence. Hagannah,in the
form of their commander Felvel Polkes,held discussions with Eichmann on

October 10-11.1937 in Jerusalem and subsequently in Cairo, approved of the
'radical' German policies and supplied information on pro-Soviet Arab leaders:
trying to prevent an Arab-Axis alliance. Polkes in turn visited Berlin from * -
26th February to 2nd March. This information came out when German war records
were captured by the United States. (25)

Kagtner's assistant in Budapest, Andre Biss, revealed in the course of a book
which tried to exonerate Kastner, that the latters 'Rescue Committee' had also
cooperated with German military intelligence headed by Admiral Canaris.

"For a long time past (Canaris's men) had been in contact with Jewish - ‘. .
cireles and espeeially with the Zionists and the representative of - the
American Jewish Welfare organisation known as the American Joint
Lietribution Committee. " (26)

= . The Zionists provided up to 98% of the Jewish police in the ghettoes,
half of whom were Revisionists appointed by the Nazis to nolice their own
community. This they did with a determined ruthlessness (27)The Revisionists
provided a major share of collaborators and members of the Judenrats. Figures
Such'as "Jacob Gens, head of the Vilna Judenrat,responsible for the torture and
murder of Yitzhak Wittenburg,Communist leader of the underground. The Vilna
Judenrat consisted of members of the General Zionists ,Mizrahi (religious
Zionists) Revisionists and Aguda.(28) Gens was also Deputy commander of the

- ghettoe police, the commandant of which was another revisionist, Muszkat,a
Warsaw lawyer. The Chief of Police, Salek Desler,was a revisionist too (29)
The smashing of the Vilna resistance and the subsequent appointment of 'left'
Zionist Abba Kovner as leader of the resistance with Gens approval, is in
contrast to ghettoes such as Lachwa in Byelorrusia where without even arms,the

inhabitants attacked the Nazis. The same was true for Bialystock. (30)
Even in Warsaw as Chaim Kaplan noted:

"divided views prevailed among his Zionist friends’(31)

Kovner,the Zionist resistance leader,was one of those who prevailed on
Wittenburg to give himselfup to the Gestapo.(32) Similarly the head of the
Lodz Judenrat, Mordechai Chaim Rumkowski, who was"elected to the Lodz kehilla
on the Zionist ticket™ and Moses Merin who "had been elected on the  kvisionist
ticket to the Kehilla” (33) '
Rumkowski in fact established 20 kibbutzim under his Judenrats' jurisdiction

"These members of the Kibbutaim were on the way to becoming elitist having
) Comme%tary,i6 1958 pp
3) Dwidowiez p280 see Trunk pp25/6,Philip Friedman,2Saviours Who Pailed 479/91
(24) Klaus Polkehn, "The Seeret Contacte;Zionist Nazi Felations,1933-41l" Journal
of Palestine Studies, 'Spring-Summer 1976
25) Mierofilm’ bll’ FSS Cll Frames 2836012-2936069~ archives of the" letchs fuhrer
of SS,Himmler sece Nazi=Zionist Collaboration p34,Heinz Hohne] kr Orderunterdem
Totenkopf,Gutersloh, 1967
(26) Andre Bies, 'A Million Jews to Save' London 1975 cited in Yahya pp62/3
'27) see Isiah Trunk,'Judenrats;the Jewish Councils in Eastern Europe under Nazi
oceupation' MacMillan New York 1972 (28) Nawidowiez op.ett. p279
(29) see Ainsztein pp505-7 and Tenenbaum p344/5 and 353/4 ;
50) Yuri Sahl,They Fought Back,London 1968 pl9l (3l) Iwidowtiesz op.eit. p279
'32) Steinbery op.eit p237 i

33) " lawidowicz p280 see Trunk pp25-6' & Philip Friedman,’2 Saviours-Who Pailed’
Commentary 97 T0C0 wemA70_ 07
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distanced themselves from the teeming ghettoes and the masses of Jews! (34

As Farig Yayha notes, Ainsztein in his painstaking 894 page study
does not quote a single instance of military assistance to the revolts in
the ghettoes and concentration camps by the Zionist movements' highly
organised world wide apparatus outside Nazi occupied Europe. In fact he
repeatedly points out that the only allies the ghetto¢ fighters had outside
their ghettoe walls were local groups of leftists or other anti Nazis such as
the Peoples guard. Ainsztein is himself a Zionist and his book is filled with
anti~Soviet comments and glorifications of those Zionist individuals and
small groups that were overwhelmed by the Holocaust after 1941 and who had
no chdice but to resist. (35)

As the left Zionist Steinberg points out:

"Most of the Jewish members of the German resistance belonged to left-
wing polittical groups,in particular...the Social’ lemoeratie Party...and
to the Communists."(36)
Where the Zionists played a role as in the Baum group (37) it was very much
a subsidiary one. In France it was the communists and left Jews who were
prominent in the resistance, in fact:

"several thousand Communist Jews were aetively engaged inm combat.”(38)
The Zionist militant from Palestine,Polonski, a member of Mapai:

"had no objection to the Jews fighting in France cgainst the Germans but,
above all, he wanted them to assist in the creation of the Israeli Jewish
state. " (39)

In Belgium when Professor Flam attempted to organise resistance:
"eertain Zionist leaders regarded Flams' ideas as particularly audacious
some groups going as far as to accuse him of provocation."(40)

And in Holland it was much the same story: o
"the members of the various Knokploegen (combat groups) were Soctialists,
with a small number of Communists and a few Zionists."(41) but

"some Zionist groups mostly German refugees living on farms, were
preparing to leave for Palestine. (42)

In the ghettoes of Kovno and Minsk it was similarly the Communists who led
the revolt. In Bulgaria,communist influence played a large part in the
political pressure to save the Jews. (43) One of the Bulgarian resistance
leaders joining the Israeli CP after the war. In Rumania,the Young Zionists
again set up"their agricultural and ideological training (camps) for r
training for life in Israel which had been their one and only aim for years!
Bu the: (uy)
"zionist movement and indeed the whole of the Zionist organisation...was
looked upon quite favourably by the mmanian authorities,for they tended
in the long run to diminish the numbers tn the Jewish community. "(45)

As Steinberg remarks:

"Wheprever the Communists took part in the ksistance and they took part
almost everywhere, they injected it with fresh energy."(46)

But as some fought the Nazis so others collaborated with them:

"The only Jewish political party from which a sizeable proportion of
poliee were drawn was the Zionist’ levisitonists."(47)

(34) ' lawidowi .qtt. p322 !
(35) yﬁ%ya(§§?/ﬁpc42§n p.ﬁAinsztein 'Jewtsh’ bsis%anc% in Nazi Oceupted E
ondon 974? pp§08,542,438,634-8*39 also Letter from M Antelewtez to
BYY9B% Home army Command ahd Gdvermmente” lelegate Office 13.3.43
(36) Steinberg op.ett p22 (37) Ibid. pp26-43
(38) Ibid. plo4 (39) Ibid. pplt2/3
(40) Ibid. pl33 (41) Ibid. pls8 (¢42) Ibid. plb9
(43) Ibid. p308 (44) Ibid. p3l4 (45) Ibid p320

(46) Ibid p337 (47) Irwidowicz op.cit p288
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The Revisicnists in the Warsaw Ghettoe, the only place they ever fought the
Nazis:

"failed to maintatn security among their members'., ang they had:

"unilateral contaets with right wing Polieh military groups outside the
ghettoes. They refused to share the weapons they had obtained and tried
to bully their way to Z0B leadership."(48)

Even those such as Dr Szyper,"a militant political Zionist of moderate views
opposed the Warsaw Ghettoe."(49) It yas only the left Zionist groups, Dror,
Hashomer Hatzair and Poale Zion that agreed to form a united front with
the~ communists. :

"It did not strike the Zionist moderates that any sort of immediate danger
hung over the ghettoe, and they feared the consequence of any ill
econsidered aetion. " (50) and

"the Jewtsh Combat Organisation (20B-TG) cxeccuted a few Jewish Gestapo
agents among them a 75 year old German Jew,' b Alfred Nossig."(51)

Dr Nossig was also a prominent Zionist.

In Amsterdam, the Revisionist Jacques de Leon led the Judenrat .;
against the Jewish and non-Jewish anti-fascist opposition and he ccndemned
the General Strike against anti-Jewish measures. (52)

As Dawidowicz, herself a Labour Zionist notes:

"Only the left wing parties and the sceialist Zionist youth movements
succeeded in transforming their pre-war apparatus into funetioning
underground organisations. The largest of these was the Jewish Labour
Bund...the Jewish section of the Communist Party had been second in
numerical strength before 1939...smaller and weaker than the communists
were the Labour Zionists,split into left and right wings."(53)

And as Dawidowicz is forced to admit:

"except for the left labour Zionist movement in Warsaw and Czestoechowa...:
no substantial Zionist underground existed.'(54)

Whereas the Bund argued that the Jewish working class had more in common with
the Polish working class than its own bourgeoisie. the Zionists,except the
left Labour Zionists, argued the contrary and Dror in 1942 in Warsaw still
collected for the Jewish National Fund in Palestine!! The Bund was at this
time keeping the traditions of May Day alive and workers solidarity. In

Lodz, the Bunds' youth organisation SKIF picketted ocutside the Zionist head
of the Judenrats' office, Rumkowski, declaring:

" Bimkowski, you are our misfortune."(55)

Such is the record of Zionist resistance and the Revisionists role in it,
under Nazi occupation. When Begin invokes the Holocaust against the Jews
as a reason for perpetrating a similar one against the Palestinians, it
should be noted what the role of his own orga@isation was between 1939 and
1945,

(48) Y Zuckerman 31.12.72 in 5 page Yiddish letter,sece Dmwidowicsz p382 .
(49) Steinberg op.eit. pl82 (50) Ibid. plIs
(5§1) Ibid. p207 {
(52) see J Presser, 'Ashee in the Wind' & W Wermbruum 'The’ Iuteh Under German
Occupation' cited in C.Parker,2ionism’ € Anti-Semitism' Labour Rview 2
(53) " lawidowicz p321 e AR L AT
(64 Israel Gutman, 'Youth Movements in the Underground and Ghettoe' kvolts
Jewish lesistance' pp260-84 cited in Dawidowicz p323
(58!’ lawidowics p336
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The history of Zionism during the Holocaust is a special example of Zionism's
traditional attitude towards anti-Semitism. It regarded the rise of Naziism
as a golden opportunity to advance towards their goal of a Jewish State. That
the Zionists did nothing to rescue the victims of the Holocaust, arid regarded
attempts to do so as a distraction from their work around the Biltmore
Programme cannot be doubted. Chaim Weizmann stated at the .20th Zionist
Congress in 1937:

"...the hopes of 6 million are centered on emigration...I was asked :
"But can you bring 6 million Jews to Palestime?" I replied "mo"...In
the depth of the Jewish tragedy- I want yb save 2 million of pouth...
the old ones will pass, they will bea(dfhetr fate or they will not.
They are dust, economiec and moral dust in a eruel world...Only a
remnant shall survive...we have to acecept it."(l)

or in Kastners' words:

"Hungarian Jewry was a branch which long ago dried up on tha tree”
Weizmann was a member of the General Zionists and in Nazi occupied Europe

"many of their ranking leaders were in the Judenrate...the substantial
number of Gemeral Zionistes im the Judenrate militated against their
maintaining the party as an underground movement."(2)

.. Even Nahum Goldmann confessed that:

"the main responsibility rests on us because we didn't go beyond routine
petitions and requests. I received a cable from the Warsaw Ghettoe
agking why the Jewish leaders in the US hadn't resolved to hold a day
and night vzgzl on the steps of the White House until the President
deeided to give the order to bomb the extermination camps or the death
trains. We refrained from doing this becauae most of the Jewish leaders-
hip was then of the opinion that we mustn't disturb the war effort of
the Pree World against the Maats with stormy protests.”(3)

As Lacquer remarks:

"The Jewish community in Palestine had eome of age during the war...the
vietors in the war had an uneasy conscience as the stark tragedy of the
Jewish people unfolded before their eyes. It was only now that the
question was asked whether enough had been done to help them and what
could be done for the survivors."”(4)

As is understandable given Lacquers Zionist conv1ct10ns, he skiets around the
subject and gently broaches the uneasy conscience that many leading Zionists
beside Nahum Goldmann had of their role in the war. Noah Lucas probably sums
this mood of both self justification and regret up best:

"FPor the Israeli leaders and survivors of Nazzzdom, a gnawtng sense of
gutlt was perhaps their most painful personal burden. FKd the Jewtish
Agency and other organisations do all that had been possible to save

(1) Zionist Nazi Collaboration op.cit. p54,Kongress Zeitung 5.8.37 and

Lacquer pSl8

(2) ' Iawtdowics op.cett. p320
(3) ¥ Goldmann, 'Jewieh Heroiem in Siege',In thc' Eepersion,Winter 1963 and eeé

Lovar 22.4.64
Laequer op.cit. p56
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the Jews of Europe from extermination. Were the various wartime negotiai
tions with the Nazi executives of 'death morally impeceable? Also,while
Jewish statehood was theoretieally an instrument of rescue,in the event
it came too late to avail the millioms.' Ed the concentration on
attaining statehood itself impede rescue?’ Ed Zionist statecraft
eontribute to the toll of Jewish life? These and other questions
involving the historiecal and ideological relations of Israel with world
Jewry were submerged in the unconscious mind of the nation like the
reservoir of a echronic nightmare. From time to time they came to the
surface demanding prectse elucidation in the courts of lay,as in the
Kastner case.”(§5)

But if the Zionists didn't want to disturb the "Free World's war effort
with stormy protests"about the murder of European Jewry, this didn't
stop the Jewish Agency in Palestine organising mass demonstrations in
Haifa, Jerusalem, Petah Tikva and Tel Aviv against the Land Transfer
Regulations of 28.2.40. Seventy twc Jews were seriously injured, two
died and 323 slightly injured with 25 British casualties. When the
British censored reports of the demonstrations, the Hagannahs'villegal
radio, 'Voice of Ispael' saw to it that details got out. (6)

As Hurewitz in his extremely pro-Zionist account notes:

"Phe rest of the (Palestinian-TG) community) EESPITE THE' IIST KCTIONS OF
WA F, was passing through a state of political turmoil. The 188ue on
whieh all others converged was the controversy over the Biltmore
programme. "(7) my emphastie -

The Jewish leadership referred to was the Zionist leadership. The telegram
Goldmann referred to was from Rabbi Weissmandel in Slovakia. What the
'Jewish leadership' did do was to sabotage the rescue efforts of non/

anti Zionist orthodox Jews, including picketting Jews sending food
packages to the starving Jews of the ghettoes. Stephen Wise, chairperson
of the US Zionists, and Congressman Sol Bloom actively tried to prevent
the setting up of Roosevelt's War Refugee Board. But as Menachem Bader of
the Jewish Agency stated in the Kastner trial: -

"Letters like thie came to us everyday' (8)

But when it came tc British policy in Palestine, the Zionists didn't
feel their hands were tied by the war. Ben Gurion had after all promised
to fight the 1939 White Paper, which restricted Jewish immigration and
land sales as if there were no war, and vicer versa. As Sykes=2 notes:

"Ben Gurion...wanted the struggle against the White Paper to take
precedence over everything else...several meetings of the Executive
between February and May 1940 werc devoted to a eonsideration of
proposals for intensifying resistance to the White Paper."(9)
But when it came to the 6 million who died in the Holocaust the war .
ceffort came first. A war effort which wasn't even primarily anti-fascist,
no country which was a colony before the war gained its independence as
a pesult of the war eg. Vietnam which had pushed the Japanese out then
had to fight the British and the bench with the British using the
Japanese as fighting troops.Precisely because the war was NOT anti-
fascist/racist literature was allowed freely in the barracks of the Free
Polish army here, and the Polish Government in exile refused to repeal ,
pre-war anti-Semitic legislation.(10) :

(5) iucas op.cit. pp326/7
(6) JC Hurewitz, 'Struggle for Palestine' ppl35/7 (7?) Ibid. p201
(8) Heeht plds3
(9) Sykes op. cit p239
(10) Zvi Mwital, the Polish Govermment in Exile,l/iener Library Bulletin, )
Vol XXVII new series 33,34,1975, eited in Z2ionism ¢ Anti-Semitism,S Cushton
P Ouimst v 2d ot Tae nis?T Toh/Manah 1889
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With - the siege of the Warsaw Ghettoe, the Polish Bunds' representative in
the Government in exile, committed suicide in protest at the inactivity of
the Allies who refused to bomb the railtracks leading to the concentration
camps. The Zionists refused to pressurise them,despite it being quite
possible...Air Vice Marshall Sir Arthur Bomber Harris stated:

"I ecan’t reecall that I ever heard such a plea (to bomb Auschwitz)...to r.
the best of my recollection,I never knew of the existence of German
extermination camps until we liberated Bergen-Belsem at the close of
the war."(1l1l)
Why was it that the Zionists felt so incapable of going public over a small
matter such as the bombing of concentration camps when they could scream
blue murder over their right to buy land in, and immigration curbs regarding
Palestine? Similarly Col, Leanord Cheshire admitted:

"The bombing of Auschwitz in 1944 although difficult was feasible. Had ve
known that the Jews requested to bomb the place there would have been
no diffieculty at all in mobilising an air group to earry out this task.”

Whether Bomber Command did know of the existence of the concentration S
camps and simply refused to do it or as is more likely, Churchill (the
'ardent Zionist') refused to order it, matters little, given the Zionists
refusal to challenge them over it. Even today Thatcher justifies the refusal
to bomb the rail lines, a statement which produced virtually no reaction
from the Zionists. There was only one occasion,that of the Servigliano
operation, where the RAF helped to support a campaign aimed at preventing
the deportation of Jews.(13)

The Zionists even tried to play down knowledge of what was happening in
occupied Europe, despite having extensive contacts with the Nazis and
listening posts in neutral countries such as Switzerland, which were in
the heart of Nazi occupied Europe. In 1944 with the extermination of
Hungarian Jewry, the last such community to survive, the Zionist press in
Palestine was full of news of elections to the Jewish Council. Hardly a
word was mentioned regarding the fate of Hungary's Jews (many of them
refugees from other parts of Europe). As Ben Hecht records, Davar at the
time noted:

“The Nazi denicl of extermination has a good foundation. Not as many
were annihilated as was feared."(14)

And today there is an attempt by the Zionists,most notably the historian
Martin Gilbert, to assert that nothing was known of the Final Solution until
1944 ie. over 2 years after its start. s Sykes points out the Zionists

knew about the Holocaust by August 1342 at the latest.(l5)

The news about the mass exterminations spread as early as December 1941 in
Poland. Vilna was the Jewish ghettoe which first became fully aware of
its fate.(l6)

One vigtim M Podhlebnick escaped from Chelmno and carried word of what was
happening as early as December 1941:

"Early in August 1942 an agent of the World Jewish Congress in Switzerl-
and brought a report to the American legation in Bernme.'"(1l7)

As Tamir noted in the Kastner trial:

“Until mid July,6 weeks after the killing of 12 000 « day had begun,
still no? a.s:ngZe.agthoratative word is uttered by the Jewish Agency
or any Zionist officials that the deportations had started- that already

(1l) Ma'ariv 1.6.61 eited in Schonfield op.cit. p67

(L2)' lkily Telegraph 2.6.61 (13) Steinberg p77

(14) Hecht op. eit pl4s

(15) Sykes op.cit. p234 sece also Lacquer op.cit p238/9

(1) J Tenenbaum, 'Underground, The Story of a People',New York 1952 pp8l/2
(17) Michael Elkins, '"Forged in Furyg' New York 1971 pp59,66
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¥ a million vere exterminated...for a full month and a half, Mr Sharrett
and the Jewish Agency are knowingly and wilfully suppressing all the
news known to them."(18)

The Revisionist Zionists from whom Tamir came, decided for their own
reasons to wash Labour Zionist dirty linen in public. The Revisionists
differed with their Labour colleggues over selectivity in particular.
The Revisionists paper, Herut, asked:

"How are we to explain the fact that the leaders of the Jewish Agency
and the chiefs of the Zionist movement in Palestine kept eilent?

Why didn't they raise their voicee? Why didn't they ehout about it
over the whole wide world?...By silence they collaborated with the
scoundrels who provided the Germans with the death lists...Was not
the very cxistence of the Jewish Ageney a help for the Naais?'"(1l9)

Henry ¥feingoild, thimself a dedicated Zionist is forced to ask whether or not

"a gnawing doubt remaines. Is i1t possible that there was an element of
truth in the contention of the Bergson group that the goal worked
at eross purposes during the wari"”(20)

Despite the Zionist silence and denials regarding the extermination of
Hungarian Jewry, (and with the mission of Joel Brand they can't help but
have known) the story broke and Admiral Horthy was forced to call a halt

to the deportations after American threats. Such is the record of the
movement which now uses the Holocaust in order to justify the oppression of
of- the Palestinians.

(l8) Hecht op.cit. pl4?

(19) Herut 25.5.64

(20) H Feingold, 'Politics of Kkscue~ The Ikosevelt Administration and the
Holoecaust, 1938-45"" ktgen Univereity Press, Ncw Brunswick, 1970 p264
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‘Zionism from its very beginnings as:a medern political movement reliant on
imperialism, worked'with-anti-Sémites.-Thi34Was.qﬁitéxunderétandable because
1t started off from thepremise not of fighting anti-Semitism ‘But .of adapting
to it, in order to propel fhemaelves-forwand.{ﬂs Lacquer vemarks in his
summing up of Zionism: 3 AR E R E O VP LR RS TR LERS §:
"2ionism hae always regarded ‘agsimilation gs its_mdin‘enemyAdithdut
_ elearly distinguishing betwéen“emaﬂcfﬁdtidﬁ‘aﬁdiéédfﬁfzdfidﬁJf(f)
When the fight apainst fasdism“éhﬁ;anti-Séﬁi%iéﬁ@ﬁééfafjiféfétipﬁgESt,
Zionism was at its welakest, whereas during the war, the Zionists captured
the leadership of every Jewish community in Europe, starting with Germany,
and offered a mirror image of anti-Semitism with the Jews as the chosen
race, and with the Palestinians taking the place of the traditional Jewish
scapegoat. The PLO being 2t the centre of a world wide anti-Jewish
conspiracy. Despite its relationship to anti-Semitism, Zionists use the
label "anti-Semite' as a means of attacking all those opposed to them. No
doubt: this pamphlet will be so termed, just as Hann Arvendts book, 'Eichmann
in Jerusalem' was so attacked. Attacks which pretend that the writing in
question puts over arguments that cnly fascists could possibly adhere to.
Having set up their Aunt Sally, they then proceed to attack it. As Arendt
wrote

"Certain reviews chose to draw conclusions from the image of a book
ereated by certain interest groups, in which I allegedly had claimed
that the Jews had murdered themselves. And why had I told suck a
monstrously implausible lie? Out of self hatred of ecourse."(2)

The Holocaust is often used as the justification for the State of Israel.
Unfortunately in the eyes of the Zionist leadership, and some such as Nathan
Schwalb of the Swiss Jewish Agency made this explicit, the reverse is also
true. Zionism did not prevent the murder of 6 million and without a Zionist
movement- both within and without occupied Europe, it is hard to believe
that anything like 6 million would have been allowed to die. If it was the
Nazis who pulled the trigger it was the Zionists who provided them with

the alibi. As Sykes notes:

"From the very beginning of the Nazi disaster, the Zionist leadership
determined to wrest political advantage from the tragedy.”(3)

Despite Stalins' anti-Jewish policies, some 2} million Jews were saved from
the clutches of the Nazis only by the existence of the only non-capitalist
state in Europe. Even Menachem Begin, vicious anti-communist though he is,
is forced to admit that:

"I eannot forget, and no Jew should forget, two fundamental facts. Thanks
to the Soviet Union hundreds of thousands of Jewe were saved from Nazi
hands. "(4)

That hardly suggests that the socialist strategy of fighting fascism and
anti-Semitism is wrong, nor that the eradicaticn of capitalism which is the
root.cause of modern political racism is wrong compared tc the Zionist
solution of creating ones own national capitalist state. It was only because
Rommel was stopped at E1 Alamein that the Yishuv in Palestine also gldn't
perish. Even today the most dangerous place in the world for Jews 1is
Israel! As Trotsky wrote, a Jewish state could prove a gigantic trap for
the Jews. The existence of Zionism saved nobody apart .from a few Zionist o
cadres. It obstructed the saving of a great many and helped stimulate anti-
(L) Laequer »59
(2) Arendt p284
(3) Sykes pl37
(¢) Begin; The levolt 1953 pl3
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Semitism. As Leon wrote im Nazi occupied Belgium :

"But in what way will the existence of a small Jewish state in
Palestine change anything in the situation of the Polish or German
Jews? Admitting ieven that all the Jews in:the world were Palestinian
eitizens, wauld the poliey of Eztler have been any different?”(5)

Trotsky wrote in 1958 that:

"Even without war, the next development of world reaction signifies
with certainty the physiecal extermination of the Jews. Palestine
appears a tragic mirage.'(6) :

As long as Diaspora Jews support the racist policies of the Israeli State,
they will be that less able to fight racism and anti-Semitism at homne.
Zionism legitimates all that the National Front say and in fact todays
Nazis 1ncreasingly take up the refrain of 'Jews go back to Palestine',in
addition to associating Jews in this country with the brutal and racist
policies of Israel. Little wonder that the Zionist Board of Deputies was
so hostile to the Anti Nazi League when it was founded in 1978. For both
the Board and the Zionist Jewish Chronicle talk about the "anti-Semitism
of the left and right" while the latter is quite happy on occasion to
print letters from open fascists, and the former combats racism via chats
with Home Secretaries and Police Chiefs. To the Board, the presence of
anti-Zionists such as Peter Hain in the ANL meant that for them joint
~anti~fascist work was impossible, though the Board has a disgraceful recor
 ,when it comes to opposing fascists, going back to the 30s, when it _
~opposed Jews and workers smashing Moseley off the streets of the East
End in the battle of Cable Street.

Zionism as a bourgeois ideology cannot help but tie Jews down
to the very system that gives rise to racist and anti-Semitic movements,
spawned as they are by the high unemployment and poverty of present day
capitalism. And support for Israel increasingly means support for those
powers,in particular the United States, who support Israel. It means supp-
ort for a world view which defines those who are fighting for their freed-
om and liberation as 'terrorists' and 'communists' and those who are the
oppressors and imperialists as part of the 'Free World'. It means justif-
ying the role of Israel as the US's strategic ally and watchdog in the
Middle East. Inevitably that means placing oneself on the side of
Imperialism. All the leaders of the major Israeli political parties,Labour
Gahal (Likud) supported the United States in Vietnam. Similarly the Zionis
organisations in the diaspora also lent their support. For example in
November 1969, the President of the Zionist Organisation of America appeal
ed for support for the Vietnam War effort and attacked Reform Jewish
leaders for urging a ceasefire. (7)

It is essential that the grip of Zionism on the Jewish community here in
Britain is broken, if ever again large numbers of Jewish people are to
involve themselves in the fight against racism and fascism. As Moshe
Machover of Matzpen,the Socialist Organisation in Israel put it:

"Zionism ean only begin after you have given up the struggle against
anti-Semitism. "(8)

The same was even more true with respect tc¢ Nazi Germany Only the Zionist:
could negotiate with the Nazis because the Central Association of German
Citizens of Jewish Faith had the fight against anti-Semitism as 1ts main
task."(9)

(6) Leon. op.eit. p253
(6) Appeaz to American Jews menaced by Faseiem and anti-Semitism,22.12. 38 printe.

in 4th International,12/45,8ee'0On the Jewish Question,L Trotsky,3/80,FPathfin
(7) Lillienthall,Zioniet Connection pp799/800 fn 27 er Press =+~
(8) Weinstoek op.ecit. p.zxxt (9) Arendt op.cit p59
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Zionists were also not interested in fighting for full equality of political
and civil rights for Jews in the Diaspora. After all why fight for Jewish
rights in a country other than Palestine when you don't even wish them tc
stay there in the first place? As Lloyd George noted with regard to Curzon:

"He was all in favour of increased Jewish immi gratiogs - - and giving the Jew:
the same civie and religious rights as other inhabitants. But this was

of eourse mot what the Zionists wanted. "(10)
As Lucas remarks: '

"zionism was the antagonist above all of the individual,assimilation
assoeiated with emancipation.”(12)

Jacob Klatzkin, described as the chief Zionist idealogue in pre-war Germany, «

went so far as to argue that Jews should in fact be fighting not against the

fascists but against the anti-fascists, a point the present Board of Deputies

and its Jewish Chronicle mouthpiece, seem to have taken to heart: .
"Instead of establishing societies for defence againet the anti-Semites
who want to. reduce our rights, we should estgblish soecieties for defence
against our friends who desire to defend our rights."(13)

Phere is one other reason for writing this pamphlet. Whenever support is given
to the fight of the Palestinians, the spectre of anti-Semitism is raised. When
Dundee's Labour Council twinned with Nablus on the West Bank, the Board of
Deputies and the Union of Jewish Students eried 'anti-Semitism'. Not only
that, but they discovered Nazi graffitti in Dundee! A cursory reading of
Bulldog, would reveal that Dundee has one of the most active Young National
Front groups in the country and thatpicketting and harrassing a Labour Council
(with the support of pight wing Tories!) is hardly going to change that.
Judging by the pages of the Jewish Chronicle, it would appear that Dundee is
the only town in Britain with Nazi graffitti on its walls. And it is for this,
if no other reason, that it is necessary to break the lie which says that to
support the Palestinians and to oppose Zionism is to be anti-Semitic. In

fact when the Jewish community in the Wadi Abu Jamil area of Beirut was under
siege in the Lebanese civil war, as a result of the Phalangist offensive,it
was the PLO who broke the siege and ensured their safety. (14)

When in Beirut, a member of the Jewish community told me that pPior to that
there had been a political concordat between the leaders of the Jewish
community and those of the right wing Christians (arising as a result of
their position in pre-independence Lebanon) but that that had not preven-ted
Phalangists from attackipg the community the moment war broke out. And

again today with the Israeli bombardment of Beirut, the Jewish community too
came under a sustained barrage from the'Jewish' state. Zionists have on the
face of it, managed what is the remarkable feat of equating fascism and
anti-Semitism with anti-fascism by asserting that there is no difference
between anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism. In short opposition to and hatread of
a complete religious category of people is equated with opposition to a
political creed. Today Begin classes Yasir Arafat as the new Hitler and

Beirut as the new Berlin. But even Lacquer admits that the opposition of the
Palestinians to Zionism has always been:

"hasically political in character...because they antieipated that the
Jews intended one day to become masters of the country and that as a
result they would be reduced to the status of a minority. "(15)

or as Dayan put it: "Why do the Arabs hate us? Because we took their lanod.”
In short their opposition, despite the feudal character of Palestinian

(i1) LZ%yd Qeoige,fThe %Suth About the Peace Treaties'London 1938 vol2 pll.23
et L a € : .git. :
J ;ﬁqkagqgu theigigigstrb%éhbgggstzg ﬁ&gt’%%gd' Issue Winter

A

(13) J Kilataks
$068-7 2¥3ed tn' Livies ob o

| (14) Times 4.11.75 (15) Lacquer p228
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society in the early 20th Century, was political not racial. In fact the
association'of a whole religious grouping of people with a political creed
is itself racist and the attempt by Zionists to argue that Judaism and = .
Zionlgm;are, and always have been, intertwined is erronecus. The idea that
a religion, any religion, remains static for 2000 yeanrs irrespective of
changes in society is laughable. But this hasn't prevented the history of
the. last 35 years being full of examples of sincere anti-fascists and even
Zionists being accused of anti-Semitism because they dared to criticise the
State of Israel. In fact it is hard to think of any prominent anti-Zionist
Jewish or non-Jewish, whc HASN'T been so labelled. Dorothy Thompson, a |
famous US broadcaster during the war, described by Ehud Avriel as an
"outstanding journalist"(16)

for her work in pressurising the US Government to accept Jewish refugees . in
the war, when she criticised Israels' policy towards the Palestinians was in |
turn accused.of anti-Semitism. Even Meir Weisgal, friend of Ben Gurion,wrote

of the campaign against her, which included pressurising the New York Post

to drop her as a columnist: :

"the attacks upon her became outrageous, she was accused among other things
of having laundered her pockets with the fees of Zionist organisations.”

And Dorothy Thompson herself wrote that: (17)

"eontinual emphasis should be put on the extreme damage to the Jewish
eommunity of branding people like myself as anti-Semitie...They juset
tend to make anti-Semitism more respectable than it might otherwise be. :

e (18) '
e g {

Fr Daniel Berrigan, famour for his role in the anti-Vietnam war movement
incurred similar wrath when he ventured to criticise Israeli policies. And
" Margaret McKay, Labour MP for Clapham, was subject to abusive phone cAlls,
‘cbscene letters, bomb threats,physical intimidation, and rumours spread 1in 1
the local party itself concerning her financial affairs which resulted in her |
being deselected by this party within a party, on account of her support for
the Palestinians. (19) ;

1y

We have to say that on the contrary it is the Zionists themselves who have
most in common with the anti-Semites and fascists. And it is ironic that ;
Begin, for all his invocation of the Holocaust against the Palestinians,
received an honorary degree from the North Western University in Illinois,
where Arthur Butz, author of'Hoax of the 20th Century' which denies that

the Holocaust even happened and is a nrofessor, happens to lecture.

It is Jewish pecople- socialists,orthodox,communists,liberals and even
conservative/bourgeois Jews, who have always been the most vociferous
opponents of Zionism. Even within the Board of Deputies a bitter battle
was fought between the Zionists and their oppcnents before the former secured
control. The allegation that anti-Zionism equals anti-Semitism is nothing
less than a bloed libel directed against all those who wish to see the
Palestinians return to their homeland and the establishment of a secular
and democratic socialist Palestine in a socialist Middle East.

(L6) E.Avriel,’'Open the Gates',Weidenfield’ & Nicholson,London 1975 p20, forewerd
by Golda Meir ;
(17) Marion Sanders ' Dbrothy Thompson : A Legend In Her Times' New York,Houghton

Mifflin 19 323 g > ,
'18) 5&&%?% %eﬁi etter, New York 6.4.5L eited in Lillienthall,op cit ppdl8/20

(19) see Evening Standard,29.7.69 eited in Lillienthall op.cit ppll9/120/444-51
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