
HEFFER,MEACHER.
AS the results flowed on the night of
June 9th, the only consolation for
Labours Tight wing and soft left mist
have been Bristol ast where Tony Jon
athan Sayeed beat Tony Bem.

With Benn out of the way the
power brokers of the Labour Party could
begin to wield their block votes with
minimal interference fran the rank §
file. Clive Jenkins was fast off the
mark casting the ASTMS block vote
before Foot had publicly announced his
resignation.

When all the candidates had thrown
theirhats into the ring (all men except
ight winger Guynoth Dunwoody) John
Golding, the arch-witchunter amounced
his support for the Nightmare ticket.
A "respectable left winger! Kimock
and a ‘moderate! Hattersley.

What had ‘left winger’ Kinnock done
to cam the respect of John Golding?
His most memorable achivement xas his
role in defeating Tony Bemn for Deputy
Campaign. On policy he threatened to
resign as frontbench spokesperson on
education if Labour had a fim
comnittment to reversing Tory school
meal increases. There is Kinnocks
record on the NEC on four crucial
votes as compiled bythe Campaign for
Labour Party Democracy.
To keep the commitment to nationalise
the clearing banks. AGAINST

Total opposition to incomes policy
and support. for minimum wage. AGAINST

Replace Benn by Golding as chair of
the Home Policy Comittee ABSTAINED

Expulsion of the Militant Editorial
Bord, FOR
As Labour Party members we should
know that Ramsay MacDonald had the
reputation ofaleft winger as did
Harold Nilson before they led a
Labour government.

For socialists little needs to
be

said
about Roy Hattersley. He is

an open right winger. An advocate of
the virtues of nucloar weapons,
am incones policy and the witchunt.

What of the serious left? Jo
Richardson should have been a
candidate. A strident fighter
for womens rights and a consist-
ent left winger she couid have

& Hoshe
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brought some 1ife andvision to
the leadership of the Party.

Joan Maynard would also’ have
made a good candidate with an
excellent record on Treland and
anti-imperialist issues. Why they
didn't stand is not clear but
questions needto be asked. Did
they receive the support they
deserved from male left wingers?

Of the existing candidate:
foffor for leader and Meacher
for Deputy are the best. Even
if ‘they are not the candidates
of our choice they are still on
our sido. On the NEC votes cited
earlier, lioffex voted with the
Loft whilst Kinnock voted against
or abstained. In the event of
Heffex being eliminated, support
must be transferred to Kimock
35 a last resort.

For the conduct of the campaign,the participation of the Tank
and file of the Labour Movement
is essential. 1 believe branch
voting should take place in the
Trade Unions at workplace meetings.
The wielding of block votes with
no participation is not democracy.
In the constituencies the decision
should not be nade by General
Committee delegates alone. There
should be full discussion in
branch meetings with mandation
of delegate:

Secret postal balloting should
be opposed for the same reasons
as vhen itis proposed by Mornan
Tebbit or Shirley Williams forthe Unions. A postal ballot allows
the media and the dominant ideas
in a capitalist society to win
the day. Tf as socialists we

capitali
to feel our poweras a Labour

Movement by making our decisions
collectively after full discuss-
ions, not alome atowised at home
after watching the TV news.
and reading our only 'Labour’
paper, the Daily Mirror,

Bryn Griffiths
Sussex University Labour Club
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The Labour Party suffered a historic
catastrophe at the General Election
on June 9. tnless we recognise the
dimensions of our defeat, we will be
unable to dra appropriate lessensFor the future.

Vet. although the national
picuure is bleak, in Brighton there
£3 Flimer of Tight: ve. did well
©o hold at bay, to the extent that
ve did, the forces that across the
nation’ created a Tory lmdslide nd a
massive Allimcs upsurge. It was not
For nothing that Brighton Pavilion
received oeficial Labour Party Tocos-
nition as a marginal in the course of
the campaign, The swing to the Tories
in’ Brighton Pavilion, at 2%,ues only
RIE that of the sverage in’ the coun
try. While Labour candidates elsexh-
exe’ in Sussex piled up lost deposits,
“e’ rotained a sizeable Labour vote
oF Close to 10000 in Pavilion and
35.5 of the votes casts closer to ©

the gaciony average Labour vote than
eve Fore! Although the SDP cand-
Tiste ncaa dhonds she ‘Tony mafority
over myself in third place. at 11,484
was in fact less than' the Tory majority
in Crawley- thought to be Labours best
hope. in Sussex.

Kingscliffe report
‘The results of the Brighton Borough
‘Council elections on May 5th, with their
obvious pleasures and disappotntments,
gives us very clear signs for the next
12 months.

On the balanceof things, the Tesults

are very good for Labour: the Tories
have lost controlof Brighton for ¢he first
time tn living memory, Labour 1s on the
offensive, and the Alliance have I
than half thetr previous numbers.

More specifically, the routingof the SDP

in St. Peter's, the victory in Queen's
Park (especlally, to my mind, the elec-
tion of Richard Stanton), and the return-
ingof a numberof new , young, and tm-
aginative councillorswill mean that Lab-
our can and must move forward to seizing
power in 184.

‘The disappointments are obvious: we nar-
rowly failed to win Marine and Kingacliff,
and won only 2 of the 3 seats in Hanover.

it was noticable that n the areas where
the Party has seriously taken up campain-
ing politics, for example the Stop the Rot
campalgn, our results were very pleasing
- Queen's Park, St. Peter's, Tenantry and
Hollingbury among others, Batin the other
areas where this was ignored (for example
Marine and Kingscliff), the results were
disappointing. 1t is a shame that in a ward
like Marine, with the potential of so much
working class support, and with three can-
didates committed to campaigning commun
ty politics, the local party seems so reti
cent to take campaigns seriously.

LECTION BRIEFING

+ up local issue:

© The resiitence of the Labour
© vote in Brighton Pavilion can at least
partly be explained by our record as
4 campaigning party: the Brighton

«Welfare Rights Campaign, the Stop the
Rot Canpaign, the Brighton Pavilion

_ Petition Against Unemploment, are
instances of this! In the coutse of
the General Election, we in Brighton
Pavilion never caused to campaign for
example vo honoured Internationa]
Womens. Day for Disarmament with our
om public meeting, addressed by woen
from the Brighton Peace Camp. And we
demenstrated our solidarity vith the
Fooplet March for Jobs by marching
through London to the Final Tally on
the Sunday before polling day; yet
the local medis took no notice and
nationally the Party leadership took
o spacial initiative in relation to
Sithor of these events!

Robin Cook, reviewing the ele

ction, has stated:"Put bluntly, our
striking success in building support
for Left policies within the Labour
Movement has been paralleled by &

crashing failure to mobilise support
for theso policies in the electorats

The failure of the Labour Party nation-
ally to capturothe imagination of the

sonal one of the un-Eran canhdncas in Kingseift Ward
has taught me a fow Important lessons.
We did not take the Stop the Rot campaign
seriously, and botched our one attempt to
hold an advice desk. Secondly, the Party
Locally had, before the introduction of the
"Kingsclff Voice" fn February little or
no local profile, Hence the accusation [
Teceived on moe than ona occassion that
are only seen when we vast votes.

From February onwards the campaign tn
Kingscliff was, apart from the Stop the
Rot failure,without fault. Perhaps there
could have been more support from Branch
members, some of whom,even though they
were absent from this campaign, will po
doubt expect to takealeading role in Rod
Fitch's election campaign.

What ls needed over the next twelve mon-
ths, 1s a high profile local party, taking

and winning local respect.
‘Then, and only then, will we win the likes
of Kingscliff and Marine, and ultimately
Council, a

Brighton Labour Briefing has a major role
to play In thts, Briefing could be, and in
my opinion should be, a means of provid-
ingactivists with the Information. advice,

the electorate reflects the absence
a central focus for campaigning

and a striking dearth of political
Will in the Party leadership.

The Brighton Party cannot be totally
© xempt from criticise on this count.
A campaigning Party we may be but ve
have not campaigned enought The task
before us in cloar- not to retreat
fron our policies for transforming
society,

but
to take these policies

direct to the doorstep, to the neigh-
bourhood, to the tenants! assoclati-
ons, to 411 progressive grouping:
Wo must continue to build the Party
locally, to go all out for an increased
membership, and to encourage a much
greater proportion of our members to
be active: for the future of the
Labour Party lies indeed with the
Socialist dedication of its activists.
Only through such dedication can we
Shift the mood of the people and Tet-
um a Labour Government at the next
election committee to building a
Society based on truly husan values.

Harry Spillman
Previous Parliamentary Candidate

Brighton Pavilion

and sharing of common experience that
we all require, At present Bricfing is
regarded by most of the Party as an {r-
relevant fringe publication.

A final word concerning the new Labour
Group. In the early days of London Lab-
our Briefing, that paperprovided the in-
formation on what was happening inside
various Council Groups - which Labour
Councillors supported or rejected party
policy, and those who did not put class
Interest first. Thus they were held ao-
countable

Brighton Briefing could take a similar
role in helping to democratise the Lab-
our Group, but should only do it if the
paper approaches the subject In a re-
sponsible way, and not In the mamer
of one or two articles that have appear-
ed in recent Briefings.

Although it will be en important contri-
bution, it will not be & popular one,
‘pecially among those who are being held

‘accountable, and thelr supporters, It is
‘essential that we begin now to butld for
1984 - for a Labour Council made up of
‘Labour councillors on whom we can rely
to carry out Socialist policies, and who
will be accountable to the rank and file of
the Party.

Andy Winter
Defeated Candidate, Kingscliff Ward,
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The Child / Dependant Care
DirectorySREEmSearpedegeSineposPiEreaeSmaSTeeaisaSrnaSemmesllaE theGiada aESEERFLEEEESToon teSESHETammeShadmeetings), to allow other Party

to provide detailedInformation,
for example on which nights (or days)Shc SITET SoulBrbtisbierourHEBRESmt

than a help. Ve decided to siuply
List all those offering help by
ward, with thoi address and phone
number if they had one, and an
indication of vhether they have
transport available, and then enc-
oursge those who need a sitter
to ring (or go) round until they
find someone Free at the tine they're
needed. Collecting even this infor-
mation wasalong and thankless job.
We wrote to all vard secretaries
encolsing a list to be passed round
md filled in at ward meetings,
and a paragraph sbout the Care Dir-
ectory to go out in all ward minutes,

Despite this, and quiteafew foll-
ov tp phone alls, ve had 10 rosp-Ose fron same wards. Nevertheless

list has boen produced (copies
are available from all ward se:
Tetaries or Womens Section ward
contacts), and 1s beginning to be
used. One” obvious problem 1s that
most of those who've put their
names down are activists who are
out at meetings a lot themselve:
another 1s that its already out
Of date (a surprising number of
People have moved even in the.
short tine since the list was

conpliled, and the problen's going
£0 get worse with tine); snd 3third problen is distribution
We're Telying on waxds to make surechat the list reaches those xho
need it most, ie those who don't
usually come’to meetings because
they're responsible for children
or old or sick relatives. The best
hope of dealing with the first
and third problens is to give the
existence of the list as mich
publicity as possible, so that
those who need it can ask for it,and those whose nanes axen't onit because they didn't hear boutit cone forvard for the next
edition; and constant updating isOf course the answer to the second
problem. The ideal would obviously
be fo ut the list on someone's
ome computer and issu Teguler
updates, and we're looking intothe possibility of doing Just that.
In the meantine wo'd like to urge
oueryene to advertise the existence
Of this list as widely ss possible,
pecially to new members,md to

encourage people to use if. Andif you're ono of those people who.
didn't put your name on the listbecause you'don't know one end of
2 baby from anotherwatch out
for the political education session
on how to Took after children
which Richard Stanton is planning£0 organise in the Autumn. Afterthat there11 bo no excuses!

Mary Farner S

Seven Dials Ward

A Question
of degree.
19th July Sussex University
conferred an honorary Doctrate
of Law upon Misa Ritan, the
Deputy Prine Minister of Malaysia
The Irony of this award is quite
astounding. Firstly Hitaa's egine,
as documented by Amesty International
imprisoned without trial some S00
people in Just one month last year
under the Intemal Security Act;

hendreds hive been physically and
psychologically tortured including
Student activists; and 39 people
were executed over the last 3 years.
Secondly the University of Sussex
management decided to associate itself
with attempts by the Thatcher Gove
ment, so determined to discriminat
againsc overseas students, to rebuild
Tinks with the Malaysian Government.

AMO

C6
Many Sussex students includingLabour Students, sa this as x blatant

act of support of a murderous regime
by their university, and organised a
picket of the coromeny. But their
efforts vere repeatedly blocked by.
the majority on the Student Unien
Executive, who were elected as an
independent socialists yot vho have
operated against socialist elements
of the student body throughout theirstudent careers, and who are keen on
cooperation and compromise wish the
University management.

and sane 35" people handed out 1
to the Faculty, students and theirFamilies at the Brighten Centre. Theactian

The picket vent shesd regardless,
ets

eceived national press publicity
oped to bring disruptiveactions of ‘the Union Executive to taskwhen the membership retums in October.

Janice Tumer-Chairperson Extemal AffairsSussex University Union
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Zionism& theWomens
The August 1982 issue of Spare Rib
(SR121) publishedaseries ofarticles
under the heading "Nomen Speak Out
Against Zionisu'. These articles
presented a clear political analysis
of Zionism, exposing its inherent
racism and its complimentary relation
shjp with anti-Semitism. The suthors
one Palestinian, one Lebanese and one
Tezaeld pointed out that solidarity
with ali vonen throughout the world
necessarily entailed actively opposing
AIT Forms of racism and imperialist
domination, and they concluded that
“Tf a woman calls herself a feminist she
should consciously call herself anti-
Zionist." A couple of issues later a

of "reply! articles were printed
the title "About anti-Semitism"

in vheih the authors simply dismissed
the earlier articles vith the coment

“this focus on Zionism is in
itself anti-Semitic. They themselves
took grest pains never to focus on
Zionisa, and have subsequently tried
Their utmost to fudge the issue every
Cine it has been raised, consistently
dismissing volces Teised against Zionism
as just smother fom of mti-Seaiti

Throughout the past yeer Zionists
vithin the Women's Movenent have,
Sensibly enough, Tefused to discuss the
issue of Zionism, and have not attempted
to are the wmtangble position that
anti-Zionism is inherently anti-Semitic.
Trstond they claim that-i% practice
they have experienced arti-Zionisn in the
Nonens Movement 45 anti-Seaitist
allegations made against anti-:
in the WK have not been backed up by any
attest to refer to sp
Zionist statements and
"anti-Semitic" nature. Inst
have denied anyone, Jos and non-Jews
alike, the Tight to question what they
experience as anti-Semitic.

It ds true that those of us who do
not suffer racial discrimination are
hot the ones to define for others what

is, and what is not, racist. However,
to” suggest that Taclal oppression 13 &

ely subjective phenamonan ith 10
Drrecrive existence capable of being
hposed ind comprehended by the

eresson, would be to dmperously
Dome the political nature of racism.
hide. this may soem. a very obvious
Tine co. make, the importance that the
Tenens ovement has, quite rightly,
‘iven to incorporating the experience
ofventa hak perhaps lent greater

credibility to the Zionist argument
than would have been the case outside
of the Konens Movement.

However, this said, it is important
not ta enove the issue of Zionism
Within the Womens ovement fron its
Sverall political context. The Womens
Movement in britain has aivays been
dominated by the white siddle class,
nd consequently the majority of its
members have never considered the task
Of the movement to be in any vay
elated to fighting against the

ist oppression which dominates
of ‘$0 many women around the

world.Onthe contrary, a large section
of the Womens Movement perceives its
ain as directly contrary to the sims of
Socialism, and disaisses imperizlist
oppression as "male politics’ which
Wonen had no responsibility in creating,
nd na esponsibility to fight.

Towards a socialist
perspective of the Jews

Fighting fascisa in the 1930's and
the Jewigh People’s Comcil was the
Subject Of a meeting organised by the
Jewish Socialist Society. This article
is a response to Tany Greenstein’
eport in last month's Briefing shout
that meeting. ’

There are three areas of criticise
to be made of Tony's report : first,
he barely seports the content of David
RosenbergsFalkor the discussion
Which folloved at all instead, he
manages to distort the very little
amount to which he seems to have actually
bothered listening; second, he entirely
misses the main point of the meeting
Theme and thus is unable to understand
Why it has Televance today; third,
having failed todeal with what actually
did happen at the meeting, he then has
the patronising arrogance to prescribe
what” should have happened.

And there 1s a Link between these
areas of criticisn - Tony's om over-
whelning Zionisn. He is incapable of
providing a socialist perspective on
the Jewish question which does not
centre on the Israel-Palestine conflict;
he quickly. gets bored with discussing
the subject of the meeting and so switches
to the subject of Zionism which he would
mich Tathor discuss!

Tony accuses us of "ignoring Zionisw'.
Actually, in our understanding of the
nature of the Jewish comunity, we take
seriously the developnent of Zionism
since the 1930's, whereas Tony ignores
the significant historical changes.
For example, he says that "no Tinks were
drawn between the policy today..." but
£ails to point out that the major diff
erence is that the Botrd in the 30's was
Tot. dominated by Ziamists, however it
SETI) attempted to stop socialin
encroaching into the Jewish comity.

Movement
Where does this leave feminist-

Socialists? So long as "mainstrean’’
Socialist politics remains male
Goninated in its organisation md
Sexist in its political analysis, it is
faportant that socialist women are able
to work within the Womens ovement, to
organise sutonomously and to challengs
The present sexism in socialist politics.
A the mosent however, mti-imperialist
groups working inside the Woens
Novenent are facing a great deal of
hostility from within the movenent,and
Women from third world countries are
Eeeling increasingly alienated in a
movement that dis x oppression
under imperialism as irrelevant.

Having cone under heavy criticisn for
its narrow, white middle-class orientat-
ion, ‘the Spare Rib collective have made,

an important effort over the last year to
include greater cover age of third world
Women, and the issues that concern the.
The coilective of 8 now includes § amen
of colour, Over the past year they have
adopted clear anti-Tacist,anti-
imperialist policy, and are now refusing
0 allow the pages of Spare Rib to be
used for publishing Zionist propagand
These changes were not casily achieve:

apposition to then fas been lod, md
the collective members have been
constantly slandered and threatened. It
£2 important that the Spare Rib collective
gots vocal support from socialist women

Tow so that it does not feel itself
Tene in combatting imperialism md racism
in ‘the Wonens Movement. 1£ this does not
happen, white middle class Liberal politics
will continue to dominate the Wosens
Movesent by default.

ANA VAGSTAFFE
Member of Women for Palestine
Oxford East CLP

Since this article was written Women for
Palestine have decided to withdraw fron
She’ Londen omens Newsletter, owing to
Censorship of their material, which has
nonetheless carried overtly Zonist and

Tacist material.
The above srticle as submitted to the
national Briefing but rejected m the
initiative of socialist action/street
1ife feminist

TonyGreenstein

The relevance of discussing the fight
against fascisa in the 1950's is ti show
the relationship between the socialist
sovenent and the Jewish comunity. In
the 1930's, socialists vere prepared to
respond tothe needs and aspirations of
Jews 4s Jews (of which the battle of
Cable Street is the finest example) ;

however, socialists today either dis
the Jewish community as essentially
bourgeols and reationary or restrict
their interest to the question of Zionisn
and reduce all forms of Jewish experéence
to Zionist experience, Tony's article is
a clear example of this tendency.
Unfortunately, his attitude is not an
isolated case but is symptomatic of the
Left's structural difficulty in dealing
with the needs md aspirations of
oppressed groups in general.

Craig Sheldon,
Jewish Socialist Soc.
rember.
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Palestine Report
The Labour Kavenent, Garpain for

Palestine (LIGIP) is only Firmly anti-
Zionist organisation in the Labvr
Hovanent, 1% vas established during
Tact year's Tarasli invasion of Lebanon.Hie dread in goingicy migporting sha seta orecite Gencoretis state in Palestine
Passed aL th 1952 Labour Party Cont-
“rence. Its first sumal conference
vas held in County Hall, Landon on
Tune 26th.

THCSF opposes Zionisa for 3 ressons.
Firat, Zionists agree with anti-Senttes
that, antd-Semitien ia part of a fixed
Tanan nature and therefore can never
Gonbatted. Tnis belief has led Zionists
Yo accept, and often collaborate with
anti-Semites. Second, Zionism 1a &

Golontal setiler movement. Zionist
“olontsation has and stil] 1s displacing
and expropriating Palestinians fron
hess Tana. Thin, Zionisn

bee
slays

acted as a watchdog! for rperialien
in the region. The feresld state ha
lays noved against any progre
Torco in the region, 11k the Labanese
Notional Yovenent.

octal emphasis of the LICE
campaigaing vil be to spose abour
Zionism, Organizations ouch as the
Labour Prinds of Taras aud Poule Zion
have until now been very successil
in’ painting an acceptable "socialists
race of Zionism. Tn reality, Labour
Zioniom is thoroughly reactionary and
Tackst. It vas the Labour Zionists
Who were prinarily responsible for the
establishment of the sate of Israel
ind its expansion to 1ts present borders.
Tota 1959 the Histadrut, avour
Todoratian' dia not have any Palestinian
Rembers. The fistadrut organised violent
pickets against anyone wishing to buy
Palestinian goods or hire Palestinian
Labour. Now the Histadrut has an Arab
Departnent! which is only open to thse
Palestinians Living in the pre 67
borders of Isresl. The Histadrut is

Hlstadrut, industries are heavily
involved in the military production and
have close Linke with South Afric

Several trportant decisions were
made at the Conference:

1) 4 carpatgn plattors. vas drawn up
Setting out the baste Zor LCL

support for the Palestinians and
opposition to Zionisn. Unlike the
Labour Hiddle Zast, Counotl, the
TCSP does 107 support, the Arab
regina.

2) Proposals for the organisation of
the canplagn wera adopted. It ic
Foped that an active branch“structure vill bedeveloped.

3) Hlections vere held for a steering
committee to coordinate activity.Fosts include a Vonen's Organiser
and a TradeUnion organiser.
For further information contact:

LLLP o/o Labour Students, Students
Union, Falner Houss,
University of Sussex,
Famer, Brighton

Dials Hard Delegate.

Postscript
Stee thie conference, Poale Zion

has af31isted to Erighton LaParty. TOF activists in 7 Dials
werd successITy proposed the
following notion which wll be
discussed at the next General ComitteeResting.

Brighton Labour Party regretsaffiliation of Posle Zion (Workers of
Zion") to Brighton Labour Party.

Poale Zion 1s the overseas wing of theIsraeli Labour Party. Labour Zionton is
a5 thoroughly racist as dts Likud
painorn. Tee Fistadrt, the Torasli
"Trade Union foveneat! tatdl 1959
azcluded #11 Palestinian workers. Since
then, the Fistadrut has had an 'krab
Section! which 1a only open to Pals
$iniang living within Terasl's borders
(pro 167). The Histadrst, ia also a
major slayer owning 23% of the
Toraeli economy.

Erigiton Labour Party noted that
Labour policy adopted at the 1962
Conference supporting the establistment
of a secular devworatic state inPalestine 13 incofistert with contin-
uble support, for Labour Zionist organ-isations such as Poale Zion.

Ecighten Labour Party tharotore
1) Circulate wards, Trade Union branches

and affiliated organisations with
inforsation about Labaur Zionian
prepared by the Labour Yoveaont.
Campaign for Palestine (to which ve
are atfilisted).2) Support. any moves by pro-Palestinian organisations to
resavs Foale Zion's special status

Socialist Sooioty.

CAMPAIGNING AGAINST FASCISM rssmmsemmmn
It nay surprise seme pesple that
the Anti Fascist Cenmittee still
exists. Since BI11 Nerth tesk over
2s Convener fren Red Fitch, meetings
have becene rarer and activity has
reached an all time lew. Having
retained centrel last year threugh
blatant gerrymandering, Militant
have proved what their politics
mean in actien- gain a majerity en

committee and

use
that majerity

to block any initiatives. AC least
when Red Fitch was Convener, the
AFC gained respect threugh its
complete leafletting of Brighten,
regular meetings -and 2 preven
ability te center mebilise and
leaflet whenever the NF steed a
candidate. It held Togular meetings
and when the NF held a march in
1980, the AFC nebilised a 1000

pesplo- even if they did mebilise
on the Lbvel 2 miles away from the
NE! Since then everything has been
dinhill staring with Bill North's
decision to repeat that mistake vhen
the NF tried a follow wp mach in

Nevenber 81. This tine the ANL
mobilised 600 at Nerfelk Square whe
harried the NF threugh tem uhereas
the AFC mustered 30 at the Level.
Since then virtually nothing, But
Just before the May Council elections,
a nesting of the AFC was called.
the First for 7 menths. It night be
Suppesed that the fact that 4 Nazis
were standing in Marine might hav
been the reasen.-The AVL intended a
counter leaflet attacking the NF to
£0 out and the AFC met in erder te
STOP such a leaflet being distributed,
on the Flimsy greunds that ve might
preveke the VF into further activity.
Tt vas considered that a 2 page reply
(on the inside of a Labour leaflet)
£rom Red Fitch attacking the NF-and
alse the IA! (te preve that he vas
just as anti-republican as the NF)-
was sufficient. Neodloss te say the
Queens Park/AVL delegate at the moet-
ing was in a minority of me ( ne
proper netices had been sent out)
and was subject to the rantings ef

4 Spector. Tn

Marine ward itself, oppesitien
the leafletting by seme members inc.
Council candidates switched to supp:
ort as the NF increased their activ-
ity anyway. But at ne tine did any
nesber of the AFC participte in the
AVL leafletting of Marine ward. It

is a pity that the AFC did nothing
around the General Election and
could enly callameeting in erder
to prevent the activity of sthers.
Needless to say the AGH ofthiscommittee 1s 7 months everdue andits future must new be in deubt.

Tony Greenstein
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After the Election.
The Lowest Labour vete since 1915

has left mmy poeple demeralis:
See vill bime it en the divisi
within the Parga. divisiens they
say caused by the Left. Yet Labeurs

4 steadily
1979. A decline caused: by Labeur
Gevernments inability te secure
even a marginal redistributim of
wealth lot alens.a secialist
transébmmation

of
society. It is

this which created widespread
scepticisa thet whatever ve said
wut of office we weld beh
difcorently when in paver. When
Labeur lasders attacked Thatcher
over amempleynencs she ceuld retert
quite corroctly,-that ne Liber
Govt. had Teduced unempleynent.

licy censisted of revan-
pod Keynsim scemenics” that had
Tod to’ balmoo of paymsits deficits,
ums sn the pend, inflatien and
trips to the TMEin much mere
faveurable circumstances. They
did nothing te challenge the paver
of the City, the multinatimals md
Capital, And yet if in 1979 we were
told that Lebeur vas ubMEerent
fren the Teries, teday ve were ‘tes
extrema’.

The 1aTes prinary fault
was to fail to complete whatitStarted, early secured the
Dopey apdersbiy snd 431 3 const”tions a Large section
Sacked offInFaviut of th Poses
of Bishops Stereferd, existing
policies, loaders md mesbership-
Sxcopt that the Right vas sem te
Ghallenge the last and then the
First, That memt Fighting alection vith leaders dhe didn't
believe in the pelicies- hence
the Manifaste's secempt te rocencils
md lateralisn md mitilateralisn.
Not that much of the pelicy m't
frankly cmtradictery of. getting
Tid of US buses whilst staying in

(NATO. MichasFeet symbolised this
bilmcing act right te the mi
with his equivececion en Polaris.
Net sco as. leader had he stemd up
to the Right. But it is vrmg a5
seme will dwibtless argue, to blame
Callaghmd Healey © $7 the dofes

| they merely decelsrated the proces:
The campaign was lest,net wn Jun
but en that fatefal Saturday prior

Not Cricket.
Tuesday 28th July saw a piokev

to the fleet sailing fer the Falklshds/ WHERE TO NOWT

Malvinas. Deternined opposition then
weuld have enabled Healey and Kimecks
attack in the election te carry sme
wbight, instead beth vere forced te
retreat. The Falklands Facter symbe-
Ved Thatchers deterntnation. Inst-
cad with the exceptien of a fow like
Tan Dalyell, Labeurs Right tried to
rum vith the foxes and hunt with the
hounds.

On unilateralism, the major
issue acceding Gin's moral
postures nd spelitical Peace Canvss
Withered in the face of the Tery off
Ghsive. In what they tomed the
Nuclear Election, instead of advecat-
ing & vote for the nly unilsteralist
pasty, Labour, GID asked people to
ote fer their childrens the only
prebien being. that very fow children
5t"ana as candidates? Cruise md
Trident ere net the issues, instead
Heseltine successfully tumad the
Yibles en GD. Only & campaign with
in TX TERVATIONALIST and ANTI-IMPER-
TALIST approach could deal with the
"hat if the Russians invade" sppre-
senby peincing ms shat it ves
the US, thet was the sggresser in ve-
714 patitics. be it in El Saivader,
Vitenam, Palestine or Eurepe. Insteid
prierisy ves given to iting bishersind 1ibersls as sppesed te politica
ihorenca, with even che far left
Sectalist Actim arguing against OO
supporting Labeur.

The inability of the werk-
Ing class to fight back vith milita
ney paving fover dividends and mneap-
Teymtnt taking its tell, sealed
Labour hepes. Thatchers success vas
in getting us te biime eurselves md
ethers-Bigcks, foreimn competitors,
semen scrumgets) for the failures
of capitalism.Noset of palicies,ne
natter hew attractive, could al
This, md when combined vith a le
ership vhese main enemy had been the
Left, notably ever Tatchell and the
Militmt bogey, the result vas
saster, apetialiy given the det-
emminatin of the TUC te run for
Cover over ASLEF, the Steel strike
and the Health wrkers ith Chappell
Sven’ calling fer support for the SDP

in Tslingten N (vhero Briefing supp-
orter Jeremy Corbyn wen) nd Grantham.
ikewise.

The case for the sports boycott of
South Africa has been well docunented.
It is seenasaparticularly effective
part of the canphign towsrds the total
Yaolation of South Africa + sconondcally,
ntlitardly and culturally. Remember
the events in New Zealand 2 years ago
whan tens of thousands of people were
nobilized agaliust the tour of the
Springbok. rughy tean.

Tet. thé Evening Argus, in its om
intnitable vay, attempted to discredit
the demonstration in its editorial,
claining that such actions vere siaply

We should adept Churchill's maxin
of fighting them en the beaches, the
hills ste. Confining any fight te

Parliment is te Tender surselves
impetent. Thatcher will be defeated
etaide Parliament or net at all.
The *Labeur Party hes te beceme a
campaigning Party. It means in
Brighten advecating defiamce of
the Tery Council ver rent increases,
closures of amenities md cuts,
Natimmally it means full suppert
for industrial sctien and abmdening

ite talks between the,
+ Cmfreatat-

isn net collaboration. It means
critical support for offer md
Neacher in the leadership electbens,
md nene st all te the candidates
of the Right. Nothing 1s nere dmg
Cres thantebulld 11lusiens in
Kimeck 25 a leftie given his past
Tecend. If there is ny Tesumptien
of the vitchunt, ve have te fight
It tooth mdnail and go ente the
counter effensive against the Right.
We have te fight for a SOCIALIST
Economic policy, net the natimalis
of the AES er the comemisaofMil-
itmta top 200 natiemalisati
Withdweval rem the EEC shauld be
scrapped. The unespleybd have te.
ergmise md the YS has te BY bullt-
“tthe nement its Just m sche
chamber for Militant. Wo have te tap
the enthusiasm md energy of yeuth,
because if we ignore them the Fasc.
ists wen’. I says a let for the
YS that 364 of now vetors abstained.
It is a matter of tine befere methar
atiabortion bill appears- ve have
to say te the Wemens Nevement and
ween generally that if yeu dem't
want 4e be forced back inte the
heme ndsegthe Right te Cheese
Uaappess, Join vith us

Abave4TTTFTSF mustget erganise

ve need 2 Natiemal Left Wing Nevement

Teny Greenstein.

turning the majority ofSeoa be sympathetic.
ie Typocrisy of this position wasEEEiemsnmpbiEELTST.should continu Sots boyoast

We look forward to seeing this happen.

Mark Roles.

PAGE SIX.



Joan is interviewed by

Maynard LabourBriefing
INTERVIEW WITH JOAN MAYNARD

Ingerviewd by Kate Askew § Tony Greenstein
Join Maynard is the daughterof a small
Farmer, was raised in rural Yorshire
She joined the LabourParty in 1946
and the then National Union of Agric-
ultural Norkers in September 1947.
Appointed a magistrate at 29,she
was then the youngest magistrate in
north Yorkshire. She became national
Vice President of her union in 1966

ws elected to the NEC of the
fabour Party in 1972 before she was
an WP elected MP for Sheffield Brigh
t31de in October 74,the previous MP

having been deselected.
MIDDLE EAST

Q: How did you cometo form the
opinions you have on Pales

JM: 1 ventto a Workers Educational
Assocation sumer school many
yeras ago on the Middle East,
Where 1 leamt of the double pro-
mises the British made to the
Arabs and the Jews (Hchshon-Hhiss-
ein correspondence).

Q: How do you see Zionism?

JM: Zionism ds racist. What sacl has
done in the Lebanan and allowed
others to do, also what it has
dane and is doing on the West
Bank is both appalling md wrong.
T do not in anyway see Zionism as
a liberating force, it is a colon-
Ssing force especially on the
West Bank.

Q: How do you see it affecting the
Jewish people?
Zicnisn can make people anti
Jewish/Semitic because of what
Israel is doing. I have always
been opposed to anti-Semitism,
but that situation may occur
again. The stticude of Histadrut,
the Zionist Trade Union sounds
much like northern Irelind
Where the Trade Union movement
Ts mainly 4f not wholly controlled
by Protestants and Catholics
don't get jobs. Originally Israel
was seen as a progressive force
in the Middle Gast,but I see it
now as a thrusting aggressive force,
am adjunct of US Iperialisn.1f
the US really wanted Is reel to
Settle with the Palestinians,I
believe so great is their pover
they could force the issue and
jot. then to withdraw from Lebanon
and the W Bank.The Zionists have
to realise that the Palestinians
must have a state of thei

Originally
WOMENS LIBERATION MOVEMENT.

Q: What are your views on the Womens
Movement ?

JM: Tts too middle class,it needs to
Win over working class women. But I'm
glad it has a higherprofile than
formerly, because that encourages
others to take decisions they wouldn't
otherwise have taken. However before
children go to school one or other
parent should be thers, children need
a lot of attention and tine spending
with them by their parents. They need
to be loved, secure and wanted. At a
recent mesting I spoke at in Hull,a
working class mum made a very good
paint. "Most middle class people have
more money than working class peopl
s0 bringing up children for them is
that much easier. Also if we had a 35
hour week,ve would all be able to
spend nore time with our children."
Q: What is your attitude to Positive

Discrimination?
2M: I'm not opposed to it, it will
encourage those who only pay lip
Vice to equality to do something
Thoue ie. But woen have a real Stru-
Egle on their hands. Nens priveleges
Sr deeply rooted in society. Noone
With a priveloge gives it up without
a fight. Positive Discrinination is
a small step in the fight for equality.
Te will make the struggle that mich
more intense and 50 men will be forced
Yo come aut in the open with thelr
ergments and their prejudices.
Q: How can sexism be combatted?
JM: T'm the last person to ask-'n
Single. In public life opposition to
me has been because of my politics not
because 1'sawoman.
Q: What about the description of you
as Stalin's Grandaother?

Ju: Tes more political than sexist.It
has never entered my head in a meeting
to think anyone would discriminate
against me because I an & woman. They
have often discriminated against me
because ofmy politics. The discrimination
is nore obvious in marriage.
Q: What about being a Woman MP?
JM: Its easier if you're single but if
married unless you have got a husband
who not only believes in equality but
practises it. Its even more difficult
5€ you have children. Am Taylor in
the last parlianent and Harriet Harman
in this one both had to have a place
£0 Live in London and someone to Look

after the child. Being an WP is still
thought of as a mans job. Then there
are the ridiculous hours of the House
of Commons. 10 an to 10 pn is a normal
day, sonetines its longer. We should
have an 8 hour working day with an
hour for neal breaks and finish at eps
or ps. The men also lose out by not
Seeing thelr children at all during
the week unless they have a London flat.
Q:¥hat can Womert bring to Politics?
M:Human ty,warath, commonsense drive,
organising ability. If a woman gets to
the House she is usually very comitted.
fn exaple of womens commitment is the
Greenhan Women. Women although good
talkers like men, are also good doers.
(nce comitted to a cause they a
really comitted. Nore difficult to win
for an idea but once won there is no
stopping then.

PEACE

Q: How do you see the issue of muclear
wespons?

JM: The most important issue in our
Society and closely linked with jobs.
If we weren't spending all this money
on nuclear weapons we could be using
that moneyto create jobs,useful jobs.
Its a very important moral issue.
Nuclear weapans are not just bigger
and better bonbs, they are different
in quality, Those not killed outright
Vill continue to die,for years to come.
They will also poison the earth for
generations to cone. We hold the
earth in trust for future generations.

fo mist got accross that even if
you accept that Russia is the enemy
Which T don't,Russia lost 20 million
dead in the list world war. They held
200 German divisions on the Bastem
Front whilst Britain was going up and
down the Libyan coast holding 22 div-
isions and delaying the second front,
in the hope that Germany would destroy
the USSR. It was not the USSR who dr-
opped the first 2 nuclear banbs it was
Anerica.It was the US who sabotaged
the SALT 2 talks. But even if you accept
that Russia is the enemy,there is no
way in which we in a war with Russia
could save ourselves with nuclear
weapons. Even 1£ our side won, we would
‘mot be there to celebrate that
victory. We have more nuclear bonbs
ind bases on our island than there is
anywhere else in the world. We sre a
Floating base for the Anericans and as
Long as we keep nuclear weapons and
bases we areasitting duck in a war.

The Americans don't intend to £ight
Che next war on their territory anymore
Than they fought ‘the last two there.
They intend to fight the next one

where the last two were fought-in
Europe. These are 1 believe some of
the crucial arguments against us
having nuclear wezpons.eeetmeTm.

BRIGHTON
BRIEFING

Although most, Briefing supporters
1dentify with the left of the party
Ve welcome contributions fron all
Feninists and socialists in Brighton.
The magazine 1s produced by =n
Eaitorial and Production collective
which as open to all our supporte:
and everyone hes a vote

LABOUR We would welcome contributions
about. any canpalgns that you are
involved with, ward or branch Teports
or your personal expert ences.

Sriefing operates an autonstic
right of reply, so if you disagree
{hen please write in. It is helpful
if articles are typed with a carbon
ribbor. in 3 tnch columns.

Should you wish to get more imvolved
or nae a donation to car meagre funds

“then plea:
Jou require GHTLDOARE for Eriefing
‘meetings

Deadline for next 1ssue : 9/9/83
Text production nesting : 10/9/83
gph: 08a. da the Communications

Contact + 243 Charles Street,
Brighton.

or phone 634917
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Proportional Representation
It has alvays been considerad an
important priority for those onthe left of the Party to denoor-
atise the Labour Party wd the
Trade Unions. Substanticl, though
not by any means fully adequat
gains have been made within the
Labour Party on issues such asreselection of N.F.s, and the
election of the Party leadership.
And sone trade union leaderships
ander constant pressure from, in
particular Broad Lefts, have nade
concessions over scoountabilityto their menbership and the deno-
cratization of the Block Vote at
Labour Party Conference.

OF course, the fight for the full
democratization of the Labour
Party and Trade Unions, and the
creation of a ovement capsble
of bringing about socialiam, has
a long way to go; and sush a
fight 1s aspeelaily laportant inthe Light of the outcome of the
General Election. But what is
being done about the broader
battle for the democratization
of society asawhole - and spaceAficelly the 'internediary’
demand for a democratic parliane-tary systen?

ria Gla igiieiii,society can be radically changed7 the session of she LabsATT‘time as the majority of peopleSESSeeFabsmeerSoret,Hack's Diary
GC night. Told Dave, the

branch treasurer, that its a
Shame that the church where ve
hold it it so narrow, but he
didn't seem to appreciate this
Temark, He's been sulking since
the Furious Tendency voted half
the branch's funds to send a
elegate to the National Conf-
erence of White Hale Mamusl
Horkers with Tattooed Aras.
against John Golding. This yer
its being held in Cheltenham

Guizopodiat!he says
Sete Norkers for the. Tnplaent-
Sion of ariasFores (1Zaps thought that an unfortun
Behexonya). She told ma she's
Seading Dile Spender to raise
her conscioumess.1 said 1 vas
Teasing -Socia sist Nokes to

Tah Sood prose. sheante appreciate this,

vonder $F she knows Dave”

Nednesday

WeIT
Tnever! I met Ros and
Dave buyingastripped pine
toilet seat in Rabidtat. I was

structures cuanot sumply be
ignored. And this, in part, means
electoral reform.

Kleotoral reform brings about
stable government. And stable
goverment, means & stable society.
Or ao the SIP argusent goes. Tet
a tstable! government will only
occur in 8 istable! socisty. And
a stable society will only exis
as long as soclety accepts that
Istability's le: the existing
system.

So what have sostalists got to by

afraid of when making the reforn-
iat denand for a more democratic
and representative Parlianent?

gs ?
1f we are to rely on a left-ing
Labour Governnent being backed up
by mass lextra-parlisnentary!
action - and it mist surely be
Bgreed that such action is
4a) 1f reforns implemented
a government are not simply to be
tanped on by the forces with the
real powerin capitalist society -
than the fact that the Party has
this back up wll be reflected in
the election of a Labour majority
under an electoral systen that
tray represents the electorate.

ent

4nd 1 the meantise such a systea
would ensure that a result sinilair
to the outcome of last month's
Gener) Election vould never be
repeated. This government was

nly an tnere getting change
of a fiver, of course. We had
8 union necting at lunchtime,
and Betty presented a Tesolui-
ion demanding common access to
the management vashroon. Sudd-
enly a lot of Furs tumed up and
got an amendsent threugh. We have
postponed our demands vis a vis
‘the managenent washroomuntil
we have nationalised the
top two hundred monopolies.
Tharsaay

There vere so many pecple
in the "Duck and Chlxopodisc!
tonight (there was a talk on
defence cuts upstairs by Steve
Fostex) that I went to the
Teoplek! where all the Furs
go. 1 mot Dol, Kev,Trev, and
Sebastien, Théy were in a right
01 state, They had mud all
over their dankey jackets and
thoi shirts looked as though
they'd been printed by the
Canbridge Heath Press. They'd
been set upon by paramilitary
fascists, said Del. Last time
they soli their papers outside
Scout Huts.

closted by ¢ majority n parts ofsou,beersEiNinands,

acby
andy & 4459 prope

Fiion of those 1n the North, watena Sot1ans,

To formilate a suitable electoral
ayston reflecting nore accurately
the democratic wishes
of the population, whilst retaining
4 1ooal busts in the constituenct
Whether with one or twa Chanbers,
or whatever, is prinarily a techni
natter. Wat io important 1s to
recognise that no, socialism can
201, be brought about through
parlimentary means; but yes, in
the neantine electoral reform is

an inportant sou for soolalists.
42 the Tories have been sean to be
the ones to advocate (though cbvio-
usly for the wrong reasons)
of the democratic reforns in the
Trade Union bureaucracy, for which
the Labour Party should have been
Henting,so oo vith the SIF and

There 1s genuine support for slect-
oral refor in the country- not,
least anongst Labour voters who in
the North are not represented by
central Government and vho in the
South are not Tepresented at all.
Socialists in the Labour Party

must. take up the call for democrat
ising the electoral system. Just
a3 we have fought for the democrat
1sation of the Labour Party and

TU bureaucracy, we must argue for
electoral, reform . lot as an end
1n itself but as a rofornist,
denaid applicable to the current
Tefornist political clisste.

Mark Tolnes

Exiderd a good joke today.
What do the SOP stand for?
Liberal seats! Hal Ged dit?
Seturda
£0 Londen for an all

day conference. itches Againsst
the Witchnt. But I never
reached Stoks Newingtan Poly,
where it vas held, because 1

net Barbara,old college
friend. She used to be psycho
pathic arsonist, but nov she's
holding down a steady Job in
the Ministry of Defence, She ttells me she's left Winston,
whos gone to do a Ph.D. in
the semiology of Kenny Dalgli
sh's goals. Hemay moet again..
enStayedTa bod most of che day.
Decided that Brian Walden is ny
hero. He was interviewing
Pat Wall. It's a shame about
that congenital hand tic
sure I've seen it somewhere
before.

non
ms Issue or anzeemgFIORE br hakaPETE LAGER, Da Ly,BRYN GRIFFITHS AND TONYGumi



Meanwhiie Back On Planet Earth
Tony Benn has recently argued

our party's achieve
aneral slsction vas

Tenarkatle since 63 million
Voters vers persusdod to mpport
a parity advocating, for the fizst
Sime, Tapani socialist’ polio
Such an analysis defice comment.

action wes a crashing
Tor Labour and the populat-

ion of Britain in now confronted
by the most vicious right-wing
Soversnent. singe the 15208. Fhe
Slimination of the Labour party
the trades unions and (posaibly)
the metropolitan authorities an
Jouross of sifestive opposition to
raion] Conservative govermenti'n disaster,
It 1s to be hoped that the

Labour party will not lesve the
‘business of serious effective
opposition to this government to
the wets within the Tory party
and to the oivil servants charged
with implementing policies which
could lesd to the compl
destruction of the mixed economy/
welfare state. The Labour party
mst now seriously consider what
§t wants to be during the next

4 number of facts are
Te traditional
0 of the Labour

fron the 1950s and is
‘Te SDP-Liberal

Alliance sucoesded in capturing
much support from those sections
of the electorate Labour would
need towinover were it to stand
any chance of foraing the next
government alone; and the 25%
ote for the Alliance will not
disappear during the next five
years. Several of the policies
on which Labour fought the
election ~ most notably, unilater-
al mclear disarmament and.
withdrawal fron the EEOC - were
demonstrably unpopular with the
“lactorate. Such policies are
unlikely to become more popular
during the next five years.divided opposition, one wing of
which is committed to policies
which the electorate (rightly)
finds simply incredible, has
ensured that a radicalised Tory
party is now the natural party
of goverment.

Labour must decide
ast it wants to be during the
Rext ten years. The choice is a
fairly stark ons. Bither the
Labour party listens to the message
sent to it by the electorate on
Jute 9th, accepts the fact both
that the Alliance is hers to stay
and that 1t is politically more
progressive than Labour has
hitherto been willing to adeit,
and acts on thisy or, Labour

continues to maintain ill-
considered vote-losing policies
foisted on it by a politically
irresponsible Conference and the
union block vote, and maintains
its irrational vendetta with 1
Alltance. If Labour accepts the
firat course of action, it might
be able to construct a workable
effective opposition which will
riously threaten the Conserva-

tives in 1987/88; if it adopts
the second, it will set its
course for the political
wilderness for the forseesble
future. Politics ia sbout power.
If the Labour party wishes to be
sore than a cultural ssusoleun,
if it has aspirations to change
society, or sven - more realistio-
ally - to ensure thet long-tern
economic declineismanaged in
the most humane namer possible,
it must realise that the
maintensnoe of pristine virtue
16 not the way fo set about this.
The job of Labour at he moment
45 not 40 urge a socialist
transformation of Britain but
rather 40 take the lead in creat
ing a visble sootal-democratic
alternative to Tatohorisn.
Labour aust lend its support to
the call for proportional
representation and must seck some
kind of electoral pact with the
Alliance; it must, in other words,
conclude its own historic
compromise

In tems of specific polici
Labour aust first of all abandon
its ridiculous commitment to
vitharanal from the BEC. This ic
20% to say that a future govern-
nent including the Labour party
should not press hard for
structural reforms within the
BC - in particular, the
introtuotion ofan element of
accountability into the working
of the Council of Ministers,
reform of the OP and a reas:
ment of regional aid policies —

ut merely to point out that in
1988 Britain will have been a
mesbor of the BEC for fifteen
yours and that by that date the
‘economic integration of Britain

into an enlarged SEC will have
proceeded so far as +o be
inpossible to reverss. Continued
enbership of the EEC could also
forn the basis for the developmentof a common (and inful) foreign policy, a foreign
policy which might make asubstantial contribution to the
development of more progressivepolicies towards Latin America,the Middle East and South Bast
Asia on the part of the United
States; and might lead to the
emergence of a Furopean defence
policy leas reliant on American-

Gontinaed membership of the Eau
vould, moreover, offer brighter
Drospasts of suscess for a milaly
Teflationary expenditure policy
Aireoted towards infrastructural
Capital investmant. The experience
oF tne Nitterana govermment has
Gencnatrates he impossivility of
3'Feflationary expenditure progra-
ane succeeding, Lf auch a
programe in undertaken in isolstio
X rafiationary expenditure programme
Vola have to be coupled 50 wn
Staotive incomes (not, ¥ages)
Soliey,apolioy which in sta ture
Yould aly a politicaily seceptanie
§7'a substantial reform of the
faxation system were to be wndsrtaken
simltuneourly. A shoroush-going
Overhaul of th taration system
Cinoluing 5 nore effective corporate
‘taxation policy) would also enable
future oalition government not
only So lighten the tas Durden on
ne pares sections of the
commaity but also to take steps
To increase the financial independ-
ence of women (a reform of the
Ghila benefits sahems i long
overdue).

Renationalisstion of shares in
NOC 50 as to give government a
dominant voice in the management of
North Sea oil, revived and mors
powerful NEB with the power to
dizect investment into crucial
sectors of the economy, and the
restoration of capital export
controls, would provide a future
government with tha instruments
it would need to steer a badly-battered manufacturing sector in
the direction of recovery.

ALL of these suggestions
provide the possibility of
cooperation between & Labour
party committed to proportional
representation and the Alliance
Labour mst seek to establish the
common ground on which such
cooperation can take place ~ which
is not to say hat Labour must
SHEL to the widile grow on

I'm not very optinistic at the
moment about the possibility of
forming an electoral pact with theAlliance. Nany Alliance and more
Labour activists would oppose it;nd the personal ambition of David
Owen. now seems, paradorically, to
be one of the main obstacles +o the
realigment of left-of-centre
Politics he so ardently clains to
wish. The elestion of Kimnook
25 leader could signal Labour's
return to the ghetto, althoughthere are encouraging signs that
bis personal ambition is leading
Bin to shift in the right directior.There's certainly no chance of an
anti-Thatcher coaltion beinginitiated by the Alliance at the
moment. One can only hope that the
Labour party has the collective
political imagination and courageto come out of the ghetto and
confront the historic task which
it mist asmma.
Stephen Salter, Kingaclifs,
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Cuts at
the Poly
or som yearno, sen wd men,[bic amploynent ave hai their
Jobh sacrificed to the dogma of

116k Ct Jobe and save money
Recently & nore ical attitude
Nas manifested 12361, ‘lets Crean
G17 the beatprofit bossing enplor-
Sent rons and. leave che gLILy, ow
Frofit Jobs to what 1s Tete. of
The pantie employees

1 have worked for nearly 11

years at Brighton Polytechnic and
Watched with anger and despair as
Various ploys have been used to
Tsave’ money by attacking the
Flower levels’ of the Poly's
workforce. Those higher up shrugged
and said “yes its a grest pity,
but what can we do? We will just
have to accept lower standards md
back up services and facilities".
But, they forget what they had seid,
and got_evex so smnoyed,vhen the
people they had alloved to be
Sacked were not there to empty
Their waste baskets or nake and
serve their coffes!

When again the direct workforce
os hiteiod down, sansgers Jue541d Moh well some jobs have to be

done, 50 we'11 just get inthe can
Tactors. So mich easter for us!
And ve will be safe because
Someones got to be here to do that
haven't they!" Well ,now same of
those managers have Managed thems
Ives out of a job! Bight from two
departments go,having presided
over the loss of sone 40 other
Jobs in 2 years.

50 what lessons can those of
us that are loft drau fron all this?
Once a Job In public service offered
Detter Job security than many
private! areas of employment.
In xeturn you gave diligent
labour, loyalty and generally took
a slightly lover wage. But now ovenafter 20 or 30 years loyal service
You can go. Not because the job has
gone, not because you're not good
enough anymore,but because someone ,Somewhere has Said VT know, lets
Sack somebody and save sone public
money,
Fron now on © shall ask what loyalty
is owed to me? And laugh without
humour when people say:"hut
your safe, you're in local govern-
ment. Sots. the bloody dole que
Robin Lockwood

veart

Ihara has been sons debate In Tabour
Weskly and Brighton Voice sbout the
behaviour of Militant Tendency me

bers in the General Election in
Brighton.

Tt would be facile to clata that
"ilitant! vas o significant factor
in Labour's defeat nationally. But
it 1s nportant that we, and especi-

ally conrades in constituencies with
a small Militant presence, know how
they oan and do operate 1a other
situations.
In Brighton Kemp Tom they ran a
briumphalist Militant (nob Labour
Party)canpaign. Their candidste
Rod Fitch was billed as a Morkers
KP + a euperion for a Militant
candidate:

They imported full time Militant
crymisers favo emp Tom - oftenrn marginal constituencies like
Harlow and Dulwich uhich Tabour lost.
In several vards these organisers ro-
Placed the local ward organisation and.
completely undermined party democracy.
They alao brought in Mundreds of
Kilitant members who had no knowledge
of or connection with the cantituent
Tocal Labour activists were delibera-
tely alienated fron the campaign and
discouraged from canvassing.

When Local. activists criticised om-
paign tactios (1ike sending out Lowi
Speaker vans ab 8.000.m. on Sundey
aoeninge theyweretold they didn:
Yow how fo. canvass. The fast 1s that
Thay voulan's seid Hilitant on the
doorstep.

The sain point of the carpaign was to
sell their paper and recruit to MIli-
tant. We feel it is absolutely wrong
in principle to promote non Labour
Party publications in electoral can-
paigns - be it Militant, Labour Leader
or whatever.

The Militant's behaviour at the count
was equally reprehensible. Instead
of showing dignityin defeat they
chouted doun the non Labour candi
dates and sang praises to the Nili-
tant. They were so happyat having
two Varxist! MPs that they seemed
onlivious to Labour's catastrophic
detent.

Outside elections Militant!
behaviour in Brighton 1s equally
appalling. To defend their papor-
Shin domination of the constituency

party they have resorted to intimi-
dstion and abuse of political oppo-
nents. This lack of political debate
ndafortress mentality is to pre-
vent, outside influences weakening
their control over "softer! nanbars
of the Militant.
Hilitant controlled ward parties o
ususlly the weakest and smallest and
50 easier to dominate. Hence they
dotend to the death the power of the
General Comittee to nake key deci-
sions and select the coantttess run-
ning party activitis
In one ward the Militant secretary
has beenno confidenced for Tefusigg
to hand over membership records, as
requested by his vard angered by the
way they were rested incthe General
election and other matters. At the
tine of writing he has still refused
to resign and hand over the books
Tuis is ubterly disgraceful end even
for the Militant very comter-produc-
tive. Brighton Kemp Town is aftera1 cme of the fo oenetituencies
theycontrol and one full tins Mili-
tant, organiser 1s a member.

This should boasource of enbarra
Rent, for the tendency and we believe
thet, the Militant
in Brighton. Their behaviour
50 unprincipled that corrades

Wo agree with the TLP(Tndependent
Labour Publicationa)in opposing
purges and expulsions, except when
the party rules and constitution
have been breached and we insist on
the need to politically dafest the
group. This is the inportance of
organised left groups and not Just
anti-ilitant factions. Why do we
aluays have to define our politics
With reference to the Trotekyista.
Wo have our own prinotples, poliois
and perspectives and such altemative
left groups represent a graver threat
+o the doddering old nan of Britis:
Troteiyisn than quick caucus for
short farm tactical battles.
Ye nope tht ths otter da tatorna-
Vine Ba'nakes onrases sven noreSria pes 15 poLSAIGELS deneTht aeomante of she Nibiiurs
Semtaney Inpariotia and BoostSemeraily.
cor avs)SYAthen Tony Town LP
Guy Ton 2 rtgnton raition apSR hve - oe ol

Brighton Labour Briefing prints
‘tron a11 sections of the Labour

Signed articles
do mot necessarily represent the views
of the Baitorial collective.

to Brightonsend any erticl1Labour Drlefing, ©/o 215 Charles Street,
Brighton.
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One Member,One Vote?
How many tines have you heard con-
rades at meetings sty - not enough of
“ur members are involved in party
Work and cepaigas of the "mass partythe working class '?

If ve are to beconn a ‘mass cinpalgn-
ing party’ ve certainly nad nore
activists 17 ve

are
to fight elections

more effectively ard put forward a
Sacialist message In the trades unions
and. other organisations.

Over tha last, four years the left h

placed much faith in the process of
Gemoeratisation - the electoral col-
lege and nandatory re-selectiom, But
is this sulflolent? Have wo only
‘attempted to bind our leaders and is
{he party allowing full participstion
by all dts members?

In fact our perty structure is too
entralised - even Leninist. It seems
Yo be £11 power to the General Comnit-
feo. The GC (it vsed to be a Nanage-
ment Comnittes) elects the executive
nd finally nekes all key policy deci-
sions as well as selecting the
parlianentary candidates end confer-
Ence dslagates.. You have to bo on the
GC to be elected to Party Conference,
to run the party's sub comittees or
go to the mei-fascist Comittee or
She Comet] of Labour.

Tors not really surprising that these
activists are not alweys able to
01 their duble

14 will be argued that the GC 1s the
only body able to hold delegate:
accountable. The fact 1s that ward
parties cannot even mandate their
delegates in lection of pariia-
mentary candidate and conference reso
lutions. Ward parties have to rely
on a nod and a wink to thelr delegate
to follor the line.

WHAT'S ON

4 ons nenber ons vote syste should be

eupported on major issues like the
Selection of parlisrentary candidat
and electing the leadership. One
Aember. ana vote - nob postal votes =

Would help to get mors involvement
a conrades would feel that their
ate actually courted for something.
We have to break down elitisn in the.
Tabour Party and give non-activists
a stake in the party to help make then
active and ‘make socialists’

4 one memberone vote system would be
fairly easy to operate. We would
Suggsst that votes at ards the
obvious local. level of organisstion
Sold be aggregated £0 the constitu-
ney level.

It is vital that decisions are taken
at meetings to ensure an lnforaed
debate. We recognise that the prin-
ciple of allosing each nesber to ca:
& vote will not necessarily result in
greater democracy or involvenent. To

cure goniine involvement of party
members this democratic reforn must
Te subject to the following provisions
Those sligible must have been in the
purty for at lesst a year and have
Ettendad ab least ono third of the
normal Labour Party branch mestings
Vio went to reduce the possibility o
wheeling and dealing and packing
Rastings.
But even 1 we strengthened nandstion
and sorapped sons archaic rules it
ould not. change the distortion of
“votes implicit in the delegatory
derocracy model. Ward discussions
on, for instance, the leadership
election can be desultory becau:
Cconrades know that the final decision
E11 be made elseubere, that there
La no guarantee of a Mandate! being
olloved and that even 1it vere a
substential minority opinion could
be ignored. This is ridiculous and
hardly nakes for involvement of party
members.

Saturday 6h
Picket FL AL, Israeli airlines in

Acs
Delegation to Ireland organised by

ops Out Movement. Rin
Gail 01-250-1293
Saturday 6 11.00am Peace Statue,Tenenber Tiroshina organised by
Brighton COD.

SEPTENBER

Wednesday Teh Brighton ArtiTopertafist (intemational Peace)
For, Friends Centre, speakers
Moshe Nachover, EL Satvador
Solidarity,nti Apartheid,
Palestine Solidarity.
Saturday 10th Brighton Briefingroficefonesting 10.50 a at
Sussex University, Communications
office.
Sundayllth National demonstration-
To'more Chiles. hands of Central
Seerica- London

at massacres in Hebron and

offices in Rogent Street, london
(nearest. tube Oxford Street).
Saturday 17th.
Nationa) tine Solidarity
demonstration in London. Rally
1.00 in Londen- for transport
contact. Tony 602025

Saturday 17

Hou to fight the Tories Conference
organised by Socialist Organiser
write to 50,28 Middle Lane, London nb
ocroBeR

1st to 2nd National Abortion Campaign
‘Conferencephene 01 278 0IS3 for
farther info.
2nd National Briefing fringe nectingBtLabour Party Conference Queens Hotel
after Conference session. Speakers inc.
Benn, Livingstone Jereny Corbyn, Jane
Stockton, Verde. Agory

Via believe that ons menber ons vote
13 a fair, reasonable and democratic
reform. ft is a matter of principle
and this reform is not, designed to
Secure temporary or factional advan
tage. We also believe that it will
help defeat the rights call for -

postal ballots. Comrades shold
Tecoguise that a stubborn defence of
the Ehatue quo i nterable and win
assist the he right in pushing the
depoliticising postal votes systen.

0f course no constitutional reforn
in itself will hake the party nore
active or more socialist. Ths is
why we need regular pollilcal, cul-
tural snd historical education and
why wo. are members of the TLP(Inde-
pendent, Labour Publications).

Joined the Labour
conssious step

Sovards socialism. Through thelr
active participation - helped by one
Reaber one vote~we can build sup-
port for socialist dess in the party

SdneRRELR82
1 which wo live and vork. lets face
it - we are not going to capture the
electors insgination if we cannot
Sure aur own nenbers! imagination.
Kn end to s1itisn through sdopting the
i neaber ons vote systen can only
est this ain.

An TZP model resolution supporting
one member ona vote has been passed
by Hollingbury Ward to the Brighton
General Committee and the idea seemed
40 have fairly strong support at a
Brighton Labour Party Political Sduc
“ion Nesting on labour, the elections
and the future.
GERRY KIELTY(Chadrperson Brighton &
Hove TLE.

cary Em

Monday Sra Labour Movement Campaign
ForPiTestine: Speakers. Inc, Jeremy
Corbyn ap, Joan Maynard WP, Harry Cohen NP
Moshe Nachover,Palesinian § Lebane
Speakers, Nomen for Palestine.
2nd to Teh Labour Party Conference
‘BrightonCentre

Public House
Bookshop



BRIGHTON LABOU ING”
DONT SPLIT THE PARTY
At its July General Management
Comittee meeting, Brighton Labour
Party voted to establish a posit.
ion of Goneral Election coordin-
ator, to ensure a smoother and
more positive cooperation between
Kemptown and Pavilion campaigns.
Briefing welcomed this move
toward the strengthening of the
wity of Brighten CLP.

It seems ironic to us that,
at the very time at which the
localparty is cementing its org-
amisation and planning for the
future in so positive a manne:

ction of the Party in Kemp
appears to be roaring off

in the opposite direction.
At its Octobermeeting,

Kemptown OC will be obliged to
discuss a motion from the TEOWU

calling for the splitting of the
party on the basis of its compon-

ent parliamentary constituencies.
A slavish adherence to the foms
of bourgeos electoralisn has
long seemed to us to beadebil-itating facet of the Labour Party's
tradition. Too often we have tugged
a forelock and accededto th
whins of boundary commis:
anchoring organisation to th
artificialities of thei:
without a second thought, irresp-
ective of their creations without
a second thought, ireespoctive of
the collective strength ,campaigns
and roots in the commmity an
701d" ward night have built up.
And now it is suggested, from
within our very Party, that a
Line be dram dom the middle
Of the Lewes Road, and that we
organise ourselves as if that
Line were a gulf separating
two different communitie

Seen in this Light, the

search for motives that may und-
ezpin it. Nor do we have to look
far. Militant Tendency currently
dominates Kemptown Organisation
Committee whereas they have next
to no influence in Pavilion and
are s minority in the Party as
a whole. Having tasted what it
is like to Tun a general election
campaign in which non-Militant
members are excluded (see Queens
Park and Marine ward notions and
the decision of Coventry SW to

anticipate that,by separating
Kemptown £rom its neighbour,
they would be able to tightentheir organisational control
and, unhampered by the prospectof losing any major votes,
use Kemptown asaplatform for
Militant policies all year round
rather than,ashas until now
been the case, solely at Confer
ence and General Elections.

In en extraordinary pleafrom the Chair of Kemptown 0C,
Ray Apps asked that, though he

was surethatthe Militant Cauc-
us (1) will decision" on
the matter, discussion of it sh.
ould be non-sectarian. The request
and implied censure- seemed to
be levelled at Briefing support-
ers present 50 we! 11 now eply.
Ray,ve're simply not that nive.
The ‘motion originated from a
Union branch Militant control;it is supported almost exclusively
by Militant neabers and sympath
sers.

Militat's concoms are
not our concerns. Ne are inter-
ested in holding lively and var-
led debates throughout the Brighton
Labour Party (and where we hold
a collective view winning those
debates?) Militant seek merely
to impose their line- whcih they
can hope to do in a small
enough forum, We prioritise the
Fight for a Labour controlled
Borough Council, to the succe
of which a united Party is s
vital. Militant would sacrifice
that unity because they regard
Caumcil politics as a very
secondary consideration, never
letting their more able members
dirty their hands with standing
for comcil seats.

ther sess gam orhe srighion bare15Tora4 che var i Paviiion

have Tun up large debts during
th ction campaigns. So what

x? To leave thes
11 vards in the lurch or toact as one party, and give al

possibisaseTstiace: 1f tase
debts are not met doubts will
be raised as to the feasibility
of standing candidates in such
wards and with it the possibil-
ity of a Brighten Labour Comncil.
Me should remember thet in 1975
when the two parties came toge therto form Brighton Labour Party,both were very weak. In the
intervening period both have
grow stronger and it is thisthat Militant- with their wreck-
ing mendment- would rovers:
Pavilion would slowly wither snd
Kemptown under Militants iron
grip would also fare littlebetter.

Large wards in Kemptown
seen set to reject. But since
the debate is currently confined
to Kemptown, we must mount a
vigorous campaign throughout that
CLP, ensuring that large tumouts
Of Party mesbers meeting in their
wards and union branches slingthis wrecking motion out.

Ne can defeat this motion
even in Militants Kemptown bastionif we ORGANISE. Briefing is
sponsoring a caucus for all tose
opposed to Militants wrecking
motion at the Bagle Wednesday
September 28 at 7.30. Contact
Dave 684917 for babysitters.
BRIGHTON BRIEFING EDITORIAL COLLECTIVE

a BIGGER
briefing

ture 1asues of Brighton Labour
Briefing vill include 8 16 pageNational Briefing! supplement.
Following the defsst of Labour
at the General slastion 14 1 now
essential that radial sections of
the Tabour Novetent became organi.
50d in @ co-ordinated campaign to
dfeat the Right.
Ve are sorry to saounas that thisV1 tnovitably mean a small ris
in price, to pence, but ve hope
that. the addition of the supplementiL help in such a campaign

LABOUR—TAKE THE POWER!
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