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TOtl DEVINE

'iomr s dea th is a shock and a tragic

loss to e

worked wi
verYone who

th him. A man of
knew hlm and

unlimited

energy and eno rmous warmt,h, he will

be sorel1' mlssed. His commr tment to

socialism and Lhe rights of working

peop le was unrivalled, and as the

Counc 111or for Somers Townt he non

the suPPort and affection of everYone

who came into contact wlth him. A

radlcal in bo th word and deed, Tom

will bast be r€nembered as a man of

Pr inclPle. lJe send our deePest

sympa thy to hls wl fe and children'
He -l I1 never be reP laced, but the

td\.- s which informed hls ltfe w1ll

remain eternat.

the Political authoriEY 9l th:-
leadershiP has ;;;-beirorden to the

il;;; io. it'.t:-.tilli'"Lr, rhe Right
Howeverl sirrc

have been operatlng as an t11:!:td""'
ffii; ;iilln the PartYr accePtios

nelther the denoct^c,y- of the^Party nor

theauthotityoiitl'ctot'p'Givent'heir
;"il;;;;" oi' tt'" Rlght'-:h''
;H;;;lP t''*'" i"en-uaable to exert

anv cootrot over the ua'eticks' who have

beln attemPtiog t;";";;ine ttre Partv's

;;;;-;;ii"i"i over the last twerve

morrths.
It ls therefore crucial -tha! 

the

r"rilt"irP, this tlme roundt are

prepared to tc'il'i the twlo prloclples

of democraey and' accountabillty' Not

i*i"i*Y uircn lt suits themt but

ffi;;;;;; in the broadest Possible
8€OSe'

It is ProPosed that thls Year there

,tooia be a Joint oeetiag betrcen the

Labour Group and the Locat Goveraoent

Corrfta"". thls neetlag 1111 form aa

electoral college, wlth each

coastltuent pert havlag 507' of the vote'

ire caII ur te f€sfi rcmtiP to spt
te rrdssre in te trEtlr' adtrnr iBr
&ci-sias in &e sbcqr*rt Au of te I^&r
GuD.*-1i 

ls onlY in thls waY that the
authoritY of thc leadershiPl the
cohesloa of the GrouP, and the fu1l
iovolvemeat of the Party and the rlder
Labour Hoveseot can be assured.

In the run uP to a General Electlon
we need a unlted and posltive Partyt
rorking togethet with agreed pollcles
and wlthln acceptable prlaclples'

The prlaciples of deoocracY and
accountablltty are Paramouut.

The election of Group Offlcers and
Committee posltlons must lnvolve ar
brohd a cross-rection as possible of
the Party. The electlons uust be open
aod accouatable.

The Labour Group whlch endorses the
decislons of the Jolnt neetlag nust be
simllarily open aad subject to publlc
srutiny. The secret ballot - by rhlch
last, yeart s decision nas overEuraed -
must be rejected in its entlrety. Ttre
Party has a right to lcuor hos Ehelr
Councillors are voting, especlally on
an issue whlch wlll determine the
future of local government ia Camdea.

Steve Bevlngton, St. Pancras
Graham Shurety, Gospel Oak

THE LABOUR GROUP

THE FIRST THREE HUNDRED DAYS

It ls almost a Year slnce the loca1
government etectioas and ttre
Et"tt.orr.r in the leadershtp on the
Labour GrouP whlch followed those
elections.

It would be wrong to describe the
last twelve months as an unnritigated
di.-.ster, but from the outset Ehe

Lafour GrouP has been riddled wlth
contradl.ctions and lnconslstencies.

In ltay of last Yearr a Joint
meeting of the Labour CrouP aad the
Local Government Committee was held
to determine the leadershiP of the
Group end the key positions on the
Councll.

At a meetlng of the Labour GrouPt
rhlch was held after these eLections,
many of the decislons were overturned.
A narrow maJority in the Labour Group
- one vote in some lnstances - qulte
deliberately went against the mandate
oa the Party.

llany of the troubles whlch have
plagued the Labour leadership since
last May are directly attributable to
the cynlcal way ia shlch the Group
carved up the varlous positions and
Committees, and quite consciously
excluded the Party from the deruocratic
process.

In practicer Ehis has meant that



THE I'RECKI NC CR E1J

i;Ill,:'ff:,:f;.|:,! ...,onar ry and

;;fl ${,.,r.',"H,:"iffi .li*rexpression - br ins ti
sroups and ,";;;;:i:: lls:,th1. the varrous
parry in. ".;;;-;'::;"ilrll""tifj,lr rn"
tramework of consensprincipres ;;-;;;;1""":round socialisr
_ However, as membe.party, we ;";; ;il;t" 

or the Labour
responsrbir ii; ;;";il: 3,":lr:"""ff :j":,.wnere there has beenuith the Right of or.t:l-":"" disagreement
arte,npted ;;' ;.;;;;'.;l.j];,i! ii"""
;;1,l:::'1,,:1.,I"ii"llo,:,;;;;;. ^;""

poriticai iir;:.;.::"::ol" to resorve
is both .";;;;;i;i 

"=:,:'rL::I":l::n, Increasiagly, the 
^igf,a 

f"-C"ri".have had no such qualms.

. ti":-" Hay 1986, rhe Right tn Camdenhave effectively become a law unto

-.11f9r":", 
not only operartng as anorganised caucus on the t aboui Crouj

and. conductlog themselves in . way-ihtchts highiy irresponsibler but also actirfo'on principles which are fu.raalentriif- -
anti-dsnocratlc and unsoclal ist.
. I-"I not referring to the series ofDroadsheets, produced and distributed
by-the Right, usiog the logo of Ca,rJenBrieflng and att€opting to smear individual
supporters of Briefing. I can live wlth that.
Such attacks are nelther important nor
worthy of response.

However, I am concerued lrith the wayln shlch a small group of Right wing
Councillors have been systenratical ly
underminlng the agreed policles and
prlorities of the Party ln Camden.

The Manifesto comrnltted us to grolrth
and this year's Borough Conference fully
endorsed this cornmlttment. The Manifesto
also comnitted us to working with both
the Trade UnLons and community groups,
again, a policy ovenhelmlngly eadorsed
by Borough Conference and a large majority
of the Labour Group.

The Right have enbarked upofl a programmed
canpalgn, vla the local media, of dellberately
undermiuing these Pol ic i es.

In the last two months, 'Ieaked' artlales
by Councillors Hulme, criffithsr Shan and
Latham, have appeared ln the local newspapers.
These arlicles have not only aLtacked the
Left, they have attacked the entire basis
of the Party's agreed policies in Camden.

I an not obJecting to the rlght of
people to disagree wlth policies' but I
am objecting to the way in which these
disagreernents have been orchestrated - vla

:.T+H'i, "l"o"l'll, lll" 
o bvi ou s

1;;q.ffi'f,j,':i,,ffi;i#T.

*+*;nu*rffi
::;ff. ili"j.ff;l jjl, jili:I. ii;:."i: :I ""*supPort i.. ;;;-;.-r;;us, bI. their bizarre

:ff ::::il; ;r";ilfi:j ;.itl';ff::i.:t,,.
- In instances too nun

Jl;"l:.::"ff ";il$,":*Y, ;:.f "l:L=::

;**,ii I :,[{: i r.?;,.ll"*" :l 
I'ii:t]'ff ; "'

man3.ers 
-of those Comni ttees.

., rne.tinal insult, to both the party andthe. Hider movement, has 0"". iir"r.-r.i"ll".meeting wlth the Dl s tricor*"rir ---"i;:; ;i";i:::"fi1i:;'.;", "..,entire fiDancial strategy agreed by the
ll..I 3"d supported by ;'1a;eE-;ail.i., 

",the Labour Group.
These attacks, and the way in whlch ther,

l_.: b"ilC conducred, are doiig i.;";;;";i.,danage to the party la Camden.
The tocal media are using the Rlght Just

i:,.:l: *:c!.."re using- th"rl Not .;-;;.;-;;oeDaEe, but to open splits r{here none'exist
and- to undermine poli.cies which have beenarrived at derocratlcatly and hith the -1ll
involvenent of the party.
_. ln effect, Hulure, &nyth, Denny, Grlffitt
Sharr, Latham, et al, are acting as a
wrecking crew, an Alliance caucus in
everything but name. They are damaging not
only the Party and our electoral .harri"",
they are also tearing apart our links with
both the Unions and the wlder comrnunity.

Angela Birtil l
Councillor, Kilburn Hard

INTERNATIONAL SHELTER WEEK: March 29 - Apr
Meetlng: Future of Councll Housitrg

7 pm 31 March, The Town Hal"l
t eeting: Pr!.vate Tenants Campaigo

8 pm 2 ApriI, tlinchester Project
Swiss Cottage Nll3

CA.I'{DEN LABOUR BRl EFING

NEXT lfEE-tINc r l,lednesday 29 April 8.00 p.m.
Venue to be announced


