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Since June of this year the leadership
of Camden C-ourcilhas embated
upon a finarrcial strategy which is ef-
fectively tearing the Borough apart If
a more inept and undisiciplined ry
prorch o the crisis could have been
devised it is beyord orn imagining,
and theeffectof theirstrategy is al-
mmtguaranteed o undermirrc any
atrempt to develop apolitical srat-
egy.

The leadership, witlout consul-
tation and with the brcking of a hard
.re of right wing Labour Council-

1-,rs, has to date: frozen all temporry
posts - 900 jobs and *ing; cancelled
all tempoary contracts - 300 jobs and
rising; halted the harmonisation of
pay urd conditions between salf in
the Borough; cutovertime in hont-
line sewices such as housing and en-
vironmenal lpalth; effectively torn
up existing agreements betwoen the
Courpil and theUnions; begun an
exercise to forcc through crts of 5%
in the volmtry secttr - in real terms
this will atleast&uble as the yea
progresse.s.

The purpose of frris srarcgy is
purely ftnncial.Itis an atemptto
buy time. But just what'time' is be-
ing botrglrt fs rcrnains bottt nrrlear
ard ambiguors. The hadership have
failed to furdbale at any stage of &e
cuB proc€ss - urd tlp proce,ss is
likely o continue h&finitely - that
they will be pepued to frght Indeeq
everything tlrcy have saill and fue
indicates that they have m furtention

whasoever of putring an end o the
cuts ard confronting the government

Ttre nine Cqurcillon who op
pced the cuts F;kage have been
removed from all Courcil Commit-
t€€s on which they heH positions;
workers havebem refrsed wo*place
meetings in adero liSen Othme
Cqrncillors wlro oppose cuts; Trade
Unionists have had theirpy stopped
for holding rneetings; lock-outs have
been threarcned where worters have
refused b cover fawo*erswhose
jobs havebeen wipedouq Voluntary
Grorys which have Wposd the cus
package have been &reatened widr
closure; the right-wing Councillors
have resorted o smear trctics in an
efforto discreditthe left theTown
I{all has been nrned into a forne.ss in
order to prevententry to grorrps op
posing cuts.

In spite of ttrcsc measur€s, and
p€rhaes because of tlrern, o,position
to the cuts package has heen increas-
ing. As services collapse utd morc
Tory legislation is promised, both
Worters and Commrmiry Orgmisa-
tions have begun aganising resis-
tance against the Iradership - the
Voluntry Sector, Wornen's Groups
and Black Groups have all started o
campaign to rcverse the Courcil's
decision. Tenants Orgudsations ue
becoming increasingly afraid ttrat
their rens will be raised to meet the
crisis. Lqsbian and Gay Organisations
- which havebeen singled out for
special attack by thc right - ue quite
literally fighting fc their srtival
Over 150 rcpresenadves amended a
Cmference calbdby Camden Brief-
ing in order bbegm theprocssof
resistance, and indition o the
gloups rnentimedabove, many of the
Trade Unioniss who were at $e
fsefront of Cam&n's campaign
against rate-capping harre phdged
their sumort

The imme.diaa fuure in Camden
is bbak, but it is oily as hopeless as
we allow itobecome. Orfirst
pricity must be to unitc Worters and
trc Community in defarceof lrbs
and serrrices, and to dsnand that tb
tradcrstrip of the Cqncil articulates

apolitbal saabsr. Until mch a
strategy is fudrcuning wecm give
rpitlrer qn he$, nu srpport, to the
maj<rity m theGmpwho ue im-
flementing cuc. Indee{ otr support
inrdourenerglx will be directed en-
tirely owards thce who ae at the
rcceiving end of tp cuts. We believe
ftat it is the erty of all socialists to
Fin with us in thiscampaign ardto
fqce the Labon Grup away front
the suicidal path which they have
chosen - suicidal not for themselves
necessarily, but for ttrc \[ofters and
Communities who elected them on
the hsis of resiscarce.
Steve Taylor,
Hampstead & Highgate CLP
(in a personat capacity)

SOLIDARITY
WTTHTHE
MINERS IN
SOUTH AFRICA
Althongh the 350,00 Blrck Mtur€rs
have rcepted a compromisepekage
offered by the ernployers, the strike
by the NLIM(SA) was the longest and
most widespread infustrial rctbn in
South Africa The growth of the
Unions in recentyeas,leading up o
the foundation of COSATU, has
given a new confidonce io Black
Worttrs to take on thecapiPliss.

It tookonemonth fathe mining
unploprs to beat ard Empt the
Min€rs brck to wolc Nevertlrcless,
tre talks otrered by the empbyers,
and in pfitbular AngbAmerkut,
was a retEat ftom drh ealicrposi-
tior of refusing brocduikmy as-
pect of thcir offer. The NLJM(SA) has
proved o be a mtrh tougher prqo-
sition than the employers had bsr-
gained fa.

Mining coimpanies sacked their
wsters to fqcethe stritersk,t to
wct, md the Baha Governmcnt
openly tolerated &e stnotingand
beating of stritors. It was a measnne
of tlpir dcrcrminabn snd stuengfi
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ftat ole Miners stayed out for a
month despite this pr€ssue and not
having any srike pay as this is illegal
in South Africa" The gr€atEst threat to
the Miners is a direct one ftom rhe
Botha Govemmena who mav im-
prisofl Trade UnionisB and 6an
Working Ctass organisatioru as the
State ofEmergency comes under
threat ftom Orgurisrd labour.

Internadonal solidaritv is now
mqE imponant than ever. Financial
donations md boycotB will give
confidence 1o the Miners !o carrv on
their struggle and put the Botha and
Tory GovemmenB on the defensive.
The British NUM is running a soli-
darity campaign for their South
African commdes. Collections and
messages of support should be sent
to:
NUM(SA) Strike Npeal Fwd,
Peter Hea,lfreld,
NUM,
St. Jarrcs Hou.se,
Vicar Lane,
SWeld, Sl 2Ex.
There will also be a demonstration
called by the AAM on Sau[day Zrh
Ocbb€r.

CAMDEN
WITCH.HIJNT
The eight Courrcillms who voted
against Camden labour Groups's
decision to implement l2 mil[on
pounds' worth of cuh, were subse-
quently removed from their.positions
as Chairs and Vice-Chairs of Com-
mittees by the Labour Group without
any consultation wifi local parties
and against the wishes of Hampstead
& HighgatE GMC. In addition to rhis
Councillor Graham Shwety was re-
moved as Chair of Grans, even
though he had rct been present at lhe
Council meeting of 2nd July, because
it was thought that he probably would
have voted with the eight if he had
been th€re.

These attempts to stille any de-
batc about 0te real political issues
have continued. Tony Dykes, Leader
of $e Council, issued instructions
saying that th€ wo*force will be paid
if they aE€rd "consultation meel.ings"
oo th€ cuts, but only if the nine
Councillors against the culs are ex-
cluded.

Councillor Ken Hulme, a leading
member of Camden's right wing
caucus and Secreury of the Labour
Co-ordinating Comririttec, has
launched a scurrilous attack on Cam-
den'sn€wly formed Lesbian and Gay
Unit Hulme informed the local oress
of "left wing freemasonry" at Iha
Town Hall. He allege.s that the Unit'B
smff are all supporters of Briefing.
"These allegations arc toully un-
founded," replies Courrcillor Sandra
Plummer - one of the nins and now
ex-Chair of the L,esbian and Gav
Cornmiu.e€. "Ken Hulme opposld 0re
seu.ing up of the Unit from dre begin-
ning and is obviously using populist
lactics to boost support fq his own
bankrupt politics."

Hulrne's atack was swiftlv fol-
lowed by Courrcillor Bill Sauniers,
also a member of the right wing cau-
cus. Saunders alleged in an interview
with the local press that Cllr Plum-
mer'Jumped $e housing queue". She
was, in fact, tsansferred on the
grounds of sexual harassment, in lino
with Council policy. Councillor
Plummer, a Briefing support€r' is
also an "out" lesbian. The Leader of
lhe Council, Tony Dykes, has been
asked by Clk Plummer lo openly
condemn the behaviour of Hulme and
Saunders and she has demanded a
public retraction from them both. She
has so far received no response ftom
him.

It is clear that th€se atteks arc
an attempt to silence any political
opposition and if that fails they wil
try to discredit and smear individuals.
These most recent urctics by the right
wing, and, one can only assume by
his silence, fie tacit suppron of Tony
Dykes, pander entirely 1o rhe homo-
phobia one would erp€ct ftom the
Daily Mail or the Sun. Yer these peo-
ple are members of 6e Iibour Party.
They not only discredit thsmselves
but bring into disrepute lhe Iibour
Pany's commitment !o Equal Op-
pctunities.

The only conclusion one can
draw is that the leadership of the
Iabour Group and tlre right wing
caucus are terified of any open po-
Iitical debate and in line with national
Kinnockite policy wish io dump any
commitment, however minimal, to
issues of Race, Disability or l€sbian
& Gay Righs.

Diary
EvEIIs

7th September
lrbby Ihe Labour Group
Old Town Hall, Judd Street !t 63qprl.

lTtb September
NALGO Mct District
Black Menbers AGM
Walwonh Town Hall,
Walworth Road, SEIT
london-wide Confererce - moming
session on how Black Workers can fight
back against cuts - Blact Corununity
Orgurisarions welcome to attend. Details
ftom Paul Singh on 01-871 6069 or Azim
Haj€f- on278 4444 .\L 22DO

20th Scptember
London-wide Conference Against Cum in
Jobs and Services orgonised by Camden
NALGO and London Bridge. Sunday
l0.00am - 5.00pm atConway Hall, Red
Lion Square, WCl. Delegates and
obcervers welcome - details Camden
NAII|O: 0l-228 4444,erl243l

24th September
Heineev Fishts Back
lxunch of cmpaign to def€nd job6 ard
rervices 8.00pm at Brabant Roa( Trade
Union Cente,

26th Septemb€r
Under 5s must survive
Assemble Caversham Children's C.ntse,
3343 Caveruham Road, Kentirh Town.
1 18rn march to Town Hall.

REGUTaR MEETTNGS AND CAMrArcNs

Csmden AgslNt The Cuts
c/o Carnden Trades Council Support Unit
102 Sr Pancras Way, NWI 9NE.
Campaign linking Trade Unioniets,
Conmudty Groups, Tenants
Organisations, individual Camden
Residents and CouEillors agaiut dte
cuB.

Csmdetr WorkeB AgalNt Th€ Cuts
Carnpaign to ierist the Cuts in Jobs anrl
Servicec. Mees Thursd8yr at 5.00prn
Comrnittce Room l, Old Town Hsll' Judd
Street, l.IWl . Open to all workcrs
ernployed/funded by Camden Courcil.
hutlret information or Ol-nB 4444 exL
u3r
VOLCANO
Voluntary Sector Campaign for No Cuts
Meets on a Thursdays et 6.45pm in
Canteerl 7th Floor Tovrn Hall Exteruion
contact tlem c/o Camden Blrck Workers
Group OfIicg Grormd Eoor, Camden
Towr HaU, Judd Steet, NWl.
'leli 0l-2'18 4444 exL2ZOO or 387 1125
or 267 9421
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