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MURDOCH TACTICS !

For months, the Labour leadership
has promised to avoid compulsory
redundancies. Labour Group on 23rd
January, however, decided that
redundancy notices will be sent out
in mid-February.

Members of NALGO have been
asked to sign away their rights and
accept compulsory redeployment.
Couneillors and senior management
have refused to negotiate a new

xeement with the union. Despite
t{reats, intimidation and dis-
inf ormation - -iess than 5f" of NALGO's
membershlp have indicated a wl111ng-
ness to be shifted from pil1ar to
post. John Wakeham, Chair of Staff,
has deeided on one more try - sign
or yourre flred. Nelther him nor the
Group leadership qive a toss about
trade union rights.

Tony Dykes frequently Pontif-
icates about Liverpool sending
redundancy notices in taxj-s (t

LA TES T ON REPATRIAT]Oi{ POLICY

Camden Law Centre has won the right
to take Camden to judicial review
over its failure to provide a service
for the homeless. The skeleton
telephone service remains inaccessible
to the majority of homeless people.

The number of peoPle aPProaching
Camden as homeless has dropped bY
about 2/ 3 since the adoptior of new
harsher assessment procedures in
September t87. However, staff sti11
have to written guidanee on the
implementation of the new criteria
and the section has been wlthout
management since the end of December.
A11 decisions continue to be made
by the Assistant Director of Housing.

The Chaj-r of Housing still has
stilt has three cases passed to him
for political guidance in November.
i{i1l he declare Bengali families
tintentionally homelessr , thus
mirroring Tower Hamletsr racist
rulinq? If not why has he not Yet
reached a decision on these cases?

Instructions to staff remain
that travel warrants should be issued
to anyone approaehing from outslde
the UK where accomodation can be
arranged. .i:,1though this was the case
prior to September | 87 , only those
people from Eire with their own
council- tenancies or houses would be
returned. The new policy extends this
abus of the Homeless Persons legis-
lattion, resulting in PeoPle being
returned to homelessness in Ireland.

The Chair of Housing cites the
fall in the number of new approaches
as a triump of his new PolicY. In
fact it is a serious i-ndictment of a
so-called soci-alist authorityr s
wil-ful failure to provide a service
to the homeless.

The alternative is to fight. We must go on the offensive to
demand the money to meet the needs of the working class in

our communities. The government has the money; we intend
to force it out of them bY:

aSetting budgets based on need.
oMobilising a united fightback against the cuts and for the

services we need.
This is a strategy of political confrontation but we have no

choice if we are to delend jobs and services and keep alive
the fight for socialism.

The Tories will not give in easily but they are not invincible.
We must not give in before the struggle has started. Cuts

simply prepare the ground for the proposed legislation on

housing, privatisation, poll tax, education. Unless we develop

a strategy of resistance with the community and workforce
there will be nothing left to defend in three years time.

We are told that no one will fight with us against the
Government. But across London, trade unions, black people,

women, lesbians and gays, people with disabilities, tenants,
voluntary and community groups, youth, single parents are

organising resistance to the cuts.
We call on the Labour Party and all Labour Councillors to

fight the government, not give in to it and pledge that we will
work with all those prepared to f ight against cuts in jobs and

services.
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result, he suggests, of oPPosition
to the Tories).idorkers in Camden,
however are being asked by a Labour
council - sign away their trade
union rights or be sacked . This is
a eouncil making Tory cuts with a- ry approach to industri al r elati-ons.

I'COUNCILLORS AGA]IIST THE CUTSI' :
A group of more than 1 00 coun-
llors wlth a real plan to win !

lN THE 1986 Council elections Labour fought a cam-
paign to improve services to the community but the
problems facing Londoners have never been worse.

During Thatcher's third term the screw will be tightened.
The Housing and Finance Bill, Poll Tax Bill and the Education
Bill will reduce public services and put them in the hands of
profiteers. What has been the response of Labour Councils to
these attacks.

Across London, Labour Councils are now making substan-
tial cuts; f4OO million off budgets between this year and

next. Councillors who support these cuts are betraying their
election pledges to people who voted Labour on the basis that
we would defend them against further Tory onslaughts - not
implement Tory Policies.

The Cuts mean forced repatriation of lrish people; large in-

creases in Council rents, fewer repairs, cuts in education,
poorer social services with cuts in under fives forcing women
back into the home. The voluntary sector already in a

precarious position will be dramatically weakened'
The principle of equal opportunities will be revoked' There

is no difference between a Tory and a Labour cut' Thousands

of jobs will by lost by means of voluntary and compulsory
redundancies . What is the alternative.

We are told that there is no alternative to culs. But this will

mean defeat for the working class and Labour movement'



T}IE TITANIC AS LEADER HAS NEIL KI}I}IOCK SUNK?

IT IS NOW eight months si_nce the
General- Election defeat and at a
national 1eve1, the Labour Party
has been most conspicuous by its
si-lence. Despite the unveiling of
the most reactionary leglslative
measures since Thatcher was first
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leadership has been both unable
and unwilling to mount any sustained
challenge to the policies being
advocated by the Tories.

In each instance, whether it is
the proposals 1n the Education Bi11,
the Housing Bi11, the Local
Government Bill , the cuts in the
NHS, the attacks on the civif rights
of lesbians and gay men , the Alton
Bill or even the Tory-inspired
amendments to the Official Secrets
Aet, the performance of the
parliamentary leadership has beeb
abysmal . Indeed, it was the refusal
to put a.'rIhip on the rsecretsr Bill
which actually allowed it to be
defeated in the House of Commons.
And it i-s possible that a similar
refusal on the Alton Bill lead
to a similar defeat for the Party's
policy and , more importantly, could
all-ow a direct attack on womenr s
rights to become law.

The dream tlcket of Kinnock-
Hattersley has become a nightmare,
and it is a nightmare not only for
the party, but for the entire
working class and their eommunities.

How else are we to interpret
the refusal of Kinnock to endorse
strike action by the nurses? How
el-se are we to interpret the refusal-
of Kinnock to endorse strike action
by the teachers, or local government
workers? How else are we to interpret
Ki-nnockrs ref usal to even def end the
rights of women , gay men and l-esbians?

THE REALITY of the Labour Party at
present, i-s that more and more power
i-s being coneentrated in the hands
of Kinnock and hls croni-es, and less
and less is being done to either
defend or support the communities
which el-eeted them. The entire
impetus behind the rLabour Listenst
fiaseo assumes that the Party under
Kinnock has become terminally deaf.
The working class and their eommun-
iti-es have been telling Kinnock what
they want since before he was ever
born and it is the refusal of the
party to listen to the that has led
to three suceessive efection defeats.

We cannot afford a fourth
defeat.

Unless we are prepared to
become the party of the filofax
and the Porsche, the five-star
hotel and share ownershipr we
must begin to challenge the
assumptions which underlie the
inactivity which has character-
lsed the Party since June.

And this means challenging
the eurrent leadership. It means
ehallenqing the leadership on
the basis of soeialism. I,'le each
have a duty to put socialism
back on the agenda, and socialism
means eollective organisation and
collective action against the
Tories while Labour is in op'pos-
ition. I{hy should the working
c1ass, their organisations and
their communities, support the
Party at elections if we are not
prepared to support them as they
attempt to defend themselves
aqalnst Thatcher? We will only
win people back to the Party if the
Party is prepared to adopt a
position which is based on the
needs and aspirati-ons of the
working cl-ass. Labour will not
and cannot win by beeoming
either wet Tories or a watered
down version of the Social
Democrats. Iu,le can only r'rin by
putting forward polieies which
relate directly to people's
experienc.s after nine years of
That cheri sm .

In order to do that we neeq
a leadership that 1s prepared to
fight alongside the working efass
and not against them.

SUPPORT THE MARCH 9 DAY OF ACTIO]'[

The strike and demonsdrati-on
agai-nst attacks on 1ocal government
is gaininq strength. Its initial
backing from London Bridqe and
London Fights Back has grown to
inelude the Inner London Teachers
Association, Southwarh UCATT and
NALGO branches in Islington,
Haringey and fLEA. Trade union
and Labour Party activists,
voluntary organisations, tenants
and community groups must start
building for it in Camden NOWl


