
CAIIIDEN TABOUB

rHE DISTRICT HOUSING OFFICE STRIKE

NEl{ REALISM IN PRACTICE:

strjke need never.have nrpp"nuJ.n?n?noro I

staff had been atterpf_q-i, negotiate withthe Labour group aince N-ovember of fast

_"*#ft[fuft""r r*]ii,, Iactually provoked the slrike bv
members or 

"t"-ri ;'"';"i;;i,xTHiilt ,
action against the Counci-lrs refusal. Thesuspension - which was over the refusal- of
,workers to process Riqht to Buy applications _
has led direcLly to ovJr 100 Dli0 workerscoming out on strike. Their onty Oemand hasbeen that the CounciL shoufd open negotiations
on the basis s; extra staff to meet the 1096increase in w ork-Ioads.

0bviously, thjs demand was too much for the
new realists who have had control of the
Council's Housing Com mittee for the fast
two years. The strikers have been subjectedto an hysterical campaign of villification and
abuse, and the focalised dispute has spread
into other Departments.

a-he DH0 workers are more aware than anyone
about the scale of the housing crisis in ga m den.
It is the D H 0 workers who have to deal with
the day-to-day probfems of housing management,
repair and rehabjtitation work, overcrowding and
stress. They are on strike not only for themselves,
but also for the Counci] tenants who have been
the victims of negJ-ect. Both t.he workers and the
t.enants are aware that it js no longer possihle
to square the crrcle of increasing de m and and
decreasing resources.

Camden Labour Briefing has supported the DH 0
workers from lhe beginning. We would urge other
Party m e m bers and co m m unity organisations to
add their support to the strikers.
* Invit.e a N AL G 0 speaker to your local meetingsx H old collections for the hardship fund* Send messages of support to Camden NALG0x Demand that the Labour Group negotiatesx Join the picket lines at the District 0ffices

Martha Osamor received more nominationsl-han anyone e_lse for the Panel of Candidatesin VauxhaIf. Three Branches, the [,{s men'sSection and Women's uouncrl, and th ree TradeUnion Branches. Kate Hoey received onenomination and this from a meeti ng attendedby SDP Mp John Cartwright I Martha 0samorwas not even inc_Iuded on the short'list drawn upby the NEC Kate Hoey is no w the officialLabour Party candidate, im posed on Vauxhallby the NIC Kate Hoeyrs right-wing. M arthaOsamor is left whg,, and just happeG to Oeblack.

NEXT MEETING: DEFEND UNILAIERALISM
SPEAKER: KEN LIVINGSIONE

I^.:o_"I l}l .turv 8.00 pmEasement Study Room, The Town Hall Nt{1

Roy Hatterctey to the NEC:
'Ifthere waf eyer enyone wto has becn used by
ertneme elementg itts Marlha Osamor. She's e-simple
vo1na..& of that sort. She cuutd never have got dected
to Parliament.',

._-_Ken Livingstone told Briefingt
"Hattersley might as well have adcted,.But t dld
offer her a iob cleanlng my house., ,,

JULY 1989

Former Chief Whip AIan Woods accuses formerHousing Chair Gareth Smyth of threatening toblow up the Labour Centre in Camden! CamdenLabour Briefing understands that the allegationrefers to an anonymous call made to the Labour
.Cent^re during a visit of Sinn Fein Councill6ns lsthe Borough. Both Councillor Woods and Councillr
Smyth have been extremely robust in demandingdiscipiinary action against members who ,bring ihParty lnto disrepute'.

LIFE O N THE TITANIC It1

LIFE ON THE TIT A NIC II2

CAMDEN YEAR OF ACTION
ON IRELAND:

Ihe Regional Executive of t.he Labour party
has ruled that 'there was a clear miscarriage
of justice' when anti-cuts Councijlor Adrian
States was suspended from the Labour group.
Camden Labour Briefing has ruled that aII
cuts are a cfear miscarriage of justice.

PUBLIC MEETING

Monday }rd Juty 7.)0 pm-
Camden Irish Centre
M urray 'Street N W 1

SPEAKERS IN-CTUOE.
SINN. FE-IN TOUN CILLORS

?&p Camden Labour tsriefi.ng c/o 24 Godwin Court N W 1
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LIFE ON TH E TIT A NIC II3

CAIYIDEN
STOP THE

CAIVIPAIGTI

GRAND POLL TAX BAR_B-Q

Sunday 1 7th June 4.00 p m

St. M artins G ardens, St. M artinsPlace
(off Camden Street)NW1

Fbgist.er your real opposition to the
tax by burning RegistraLion forms.

Th6 woim
turns?
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Chain and hold
wi0rin0rcGrorp
cil

Thc shift in allcgiaocc by
'meorbcll of thc Codncil lea&r-
lhbprchbly oslr ar much to
cxarycratian dt firu anticr of the
right-wing as any changc of
political dircction on thcirown
part.

By Steven Taylor
Hampstead &
Highgate CLP
(personal capacity)

Thc right have adoptcd an
opcnly confrontational attitude
towards industrial relationr and
have seemed to relish im-
plcrnenting thc cuts. In addition,
thcir attitude towarda thc
leadership has tcnded towards
thcdiemisrirrc.

The price of their snDgance
has trecn a refusal of othcr cuts
councillors to contintrc to back
thcsr. Thc rerultc of the AGM
wcrc lergcly unpredictcd bc-
cau* thcre had bccn no policy
chrnge on thc part of thc Group,

Therc have bccn 6o rtati:

S@ Bd]D

ments orinitiatives thal iri i,,:
that thc more "moderate' .-

courrcillorr are about to c ;

thcir stratcgy of comp:
with central govemmcnl

Thc ma*cd $ift toward*
left probably owes as mueh
the right's incompetcnce ,,,
the left 'r ability to mobilis<' .,
port for apolicy of resistax .

. ccntralgwcmmenL
Thc fact remainr ho*, ,

that the suwiving member.,
the Council lcadershnrr .,,

depcrTdent on the lei .,,

for tlrek legitimacy 
- 

thr
failed, mistakenly I believr
run anti-cuts candidate.
either lcader or deputy, an d,
sir councillors abstaincd -
also for their ability to ma,
the Council in the tw,
months leading up to Poll ''
thc impac{ of the Housing
privatisation, and the run-t:
the local govemment elect:
in 1990.

It will be a measurc of ,

left's political strength ro :
howmuch progtrss it can m:,,.
in gctting othcrmembers oI
Croup to adopt a dratcgy wr ,

oflers an altcmative to c, .

pliance.

6oooolt'$il

Camden Labour Briefing would like to
thank all members of the Labour group

for involving the local- Parties so fully
in the Group elections. This continues
a tradition that began in 1985 when

Tony DYkes came to Power in Camden

by over-turning the decision m ade at
a joint meeting of Lhe GrouP and the
earty that Kate Allen should be feader
of the C ounci-l-.

In e dramatic rnd largely
unpredicted vote et the
Cemden Labour Gronp
AGMonSthMayrthehenl
rigbt were virtuelly wiped
out in the contests'for
leadership positions end
Committee Chairs.

LCC counclllors end ttdr
elllql wirc thrown oul rg
Chalrs of Eoustng C"rntC
end steff. Thc rlght's c]al-
lenge to the leadcrshlp rnd
othcr posltlons collepsed, end
by tbe md of the meetlng the
LCC and lhelr supporters
werentt eveo botherlng to put
themseh'es forwerd.

Councillors Hulmc, Smyh
and Wakcham were the moet.
notable casualtics, although thc
right did hang onto the Group
Chair.

What makes thc rcsult star-
tling is the fact that less than a
month ago thc L-aborr Group
were taking disciplinary rction
against thc lcft-wing Manifesto
Councillors bocaucc they had
refu*d to endorsc cithcr rent in-
creases or thc crrts budgef

A numbcr of thcse vcry coun-
cillorr are now Committec

kcy
and

positions
theCoun-

N[XT MEETING O MONDAY i7 JULY
8.00 p m

BASEMENT STUDY ROOM
EAMDEN TO}{N HALL
EUSTON ROAD Nt{1

EFEND UNILATERALISM o Speaker: KEN LMNGSTUN

d

Local Government
Camden Labour Group
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