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IN DEFENCE OF CAMDEN

THE RESI'LT IN CAITDEN

Dobson (Lab) 221966
Luff (Con) t4rlL3
McGrath (Llb) 7 1994
Gavan (Red Front) 300
Lab maJ. 8,853
Swlng 3.467" Lib to Lab

Hampstead & Hlghgate

Finsberg (Con) L9,236
sofer (sDP) 8,144
Turner (Lab) !7,O!5
Welss (Ralnbor) 137
El11s (Huuanlst) 134
Con maJ. 21227
Swing 4.707. SDP to Lab

0n Thursday 11th June the Conservatlves ron a massive
electoral vlctory. The scale of the vlctory is even more
impresslve when Judged against the tr{o prevlous General
Electlons. In 1979 the Torles won largely as a result of
the failure of the Callaghan government and the local
government norkers' pay strlke, in 1983 the Torles were
returned ln the aftermath of war in the South Atlantlc.
ln 1987 there rere no such circumstances to favour a
Conservatlve vlctory. The Labour party canpalgn, unlike
1983, ras efficient, welI co-ordinated and professionally
presented. The Torles rron on the basls of their record,
in partlcular, otr thelr olaaag€oent of the ecoDomy. For
the past flfteen months, monetarlsm has been largely
abandoned ln favour of releaslng money into the economy,
increasing rages (for those ln work), and reducing direct
taxatlon. The Tories sold their Manifesto on the basls
on thic short-term programne and ln the south, and south East, the maJorlty of the
electorate bought lt. Labour lost three seats in London - Battersee, iulhan and
lJal thamstor, - and falled to make any gains from elthet the Tortes oi th. llllrr,c..rn effectr Londonr s lnner-clty constiluencres ere nor, surrounded by an alnost
overwhelming blue tide.
Hopever, the Labour vlctorles ln scotland, [ales and the North of England, glve
some deflnitlon to the llnes along whlch in battle rlll be fought ln the comlng
months. The dlvlslon between North and South, rlch and poor, ls probably rnore
,pronounced than at any other tlme thls century. slmllarlly, the return of radlcal
Labour candldates ln Londo[ - most notably Dlane Abbot, Blrnle Grant, paul Boetang
and Ken Llvlngstone - glve some hope for the future of the Labour party ln the
south. rt is r.ot slmply the future of the Labour party that we are flghtlng for
however, lt 1s the future of the inner-cltles and the mllLrons of worilng class
people who wlll be abandoned when the artiflclal tiile of economic bouyancy retreats
and the Torles begin thelr thlrd assault on our connunlty. Thls assault has already
begun.

The rent increases and the varlous cuts in houslng expenditure are slmpty inl tni.t
end of the wedge. The District Audltor ls still investlgatlng Camden, both as a
result of the delayed rate-fixing in 1985, and as a conseque[ce of the curren!
fiuanclal crisis. It ls highly llkely that the Audltor wlll have few qualns about
prosecuting Camden in the llght of the Tory vlctory, and the pressure on Canden to
'batance the booksr will be enormous. rn practlcal terms, this wlll mean a complete
abandounent <if of sociallst prlnciples and a complete capltulatlon to the Tory
Hanlfesto, lncluding the future lmplenentation of a pol1 tax.
The contents of that Manlfesto are worth spelltrt out: prlvatlsatlon of all councll
servlces; the self-flnencing of Councll houslng; rent increases and the privatlsetlon
of council- estatesi the privatisation of rLEA schools; repeal of the Rent Actsicuts in Jobs and services on a scale that has not even been imagined tn the past.
The choice faclng camden is slmple. rt is one of resistance or capltulation. l.re
elther unite rrlth other London Boroughs and begln the process of organlsing an
effectlve resistancer or we surrender. Thls latter alternatlve is simpLy unthlnkable
The rdented shleld' policy of attearptlng to limit and molLify Tory excesses rs no
longer tenabl e. 

ls
The flnanclal crlsls of C.mden ls a social and eeonomlc cri{rof terrlfylng proportioos
for our communlties. It ls not Just Camden nhlch ls threate[;d by the consequences of
the Tory vlctoryr aIl Labour controlled local authoritles face the same dllenma. Unleqs
ge can unite and confront the Tory government, we will be abandouing the inner-cltlr
to four or five years of unrivalled despostlsm. t.,e either flght or we go under, lt's
as straight forward as that.
overleafr-re outline the strategy which 1s necessary for organising reslstance and
we urge all sociallsts to Join wlth us in buildlng this campaign.

Holborn & St. Pancras



IN DEFENCE OF CAMDEN (cont )

By general consent, the Labour Party
fought an effectlve election campalgn.
The management of the agenda and the
refusel to a1low that agenda to be
defined by Fleet Street was undoubtedly
correct, but four weeks of campalgning
do not nake up for four years of
sllence. The polltica1 st.rength of the
Labour Party has never been in the
medla, or Westml.nster, but ln the
comnunltles that support Labour. The
fallure to galvanise these connunities
prlor to the Ceneral Election campaign
was a failure that probably cost us
the General El ec t lon.

In tenns of policies Labourrs programme
is both more attractive and more popular
than the policies put fororrard by the
Tories. But in the context of a four
week carnpaign it was lmpossible for
Labour to fully explaln and expand on
the realltles of that programme. A

Labour controlled local authorlties have been in the frontlioe of Tory assaults
since 1979. It 1s no longer elther possible or plauslble to rmanage' the resources
avallable to those authorltles and to defend the working and living condltlons of
our communities.

Our first task must be to bring together, on a London wide-basis all of those rho
are now in the immedlate frontlioe of the Tory llanlfesto. lJe support the creatlon
of an open forum across London to dtscuss and decide upon the way ln which resl.stance
and the flghtback can be organlsed.

LONDON LABOUR BRIEFING IS HOLDINC A CONTERENCE ON SATTIRDAY 27 JUNE AT CAMDEN TOSN
HALL in order to begin this process. The Conference is open to all Brleflng supporters
and we would urge comrades in Camdeu to attend.
CA}'DEN LABOUR BRIEPINC IS HOLDING AN ANNUAL GENERAI IIEETI}re ON HONDAY 6 JI'LY AT
cAllDEl. Tol.lN HALL ln order to determine the prlorlttes for Brleflng in canden ln the
coning months. Ag6in, we wouLd urge all Briefing supporters to atteod.
However; resistance ln London nust be organised on a much slder basis lf se are to
be successful ln preventlng the decimation of Jobs, servlces and, ln the case of
Camden, our Councll. All London local authorltles, Councillors, trade unlons aad ^
self-organlsed groups must begln the process of discusslon and debate lruedlately
lf we are to Prepare an effective reslstance to the Torles. The entire business of
local goverrnent must be turned outxards, array fron the Councll Charnbers and into
the workplaces and conmunities. In eddltlon to organising acrosg London, rra aust
also organlse throughout Canden. Thls must becore the lBmediate prlorlty of the
local Labour Partles in Camdeu and of the Labour Group on the Councll.
Slnce the local governmetrt electlons ia !!ay 1986, the nsjorlty of Labour Counclllors
have been attsnPtlng to manage local resourcces 1n such as to survive untll a Labour
Covernnent was elected. This is no Longer an option, ind it would be grossly
irresponsible for us to abandon our workforce and our communlties to the Torles,
and yet thls is the only alternative to orgauising a Flghtback. As far as we are
concerned, it ls not an alteflrative shlch can be seriously contatplated.

RHETORIC AS REALITY . LABOURI S CAMPAIGN

moral appell is superflclally attr--clv,
but electlons are won and lost on the
basis of the economy. Labourt s econonic
strategy was aelther fully exglalned
nor fully costed, and it was thid failu
above all others whlch prevented Labour
from maklng the breakthrough that rras
needed.

The problan with Labourr s economlc poll,
was not simply one of presentatlon. It
was also one of reallsn. It ls uarealls
to adopt a Keyneslan approach to the
economy when that approach has manlfest
failed to dellver ln the past. It ls I
this area above all others that Labourl
programme needs to be developed and
expanded. Popular soclalism ls a damn
slght rnore attractlve than popular
capltalisnr, but lt needs to be soclalist
and not the sarne old package of reflatl<
dressed up in nicer words.

Camden Labour Brleft ing c/o 24 Godwin Couttr Crowndale Roadr NW1



LABOUR BRIEPING . INTO THE FUTURE JI'LY 8 7

'To secure for the workers
by hand or by braln the fuLL
frults of their industry and

In the immedlate aftermath of a Conservatlve the most equitable dlstrlbutlon
victory it ls dlfficult to comprehend the reallty thereof that may be possible
of another five years of Conservatlve government upon the basls of the common
and what this wlLl mean for the labour nnovement. ownershlp of the means of
The attacks which have been sustained over the productlon, dlstrlbution and
last eight years rril-l not only continue, they exchange, arrd the best
will be intensified wlth a vengeance. obtalnable system of popular

Holrever, the conservative Manlfesto ls not aimed admlnlstration and control of
primarily at the Parliamentary Labour Party and each lndustry or servrce"
its leadership. The assault is directed almost The Constltution of the
entlrely at the heart of the labour movement - Labour Party
the trade unlonists fightlng to defend thelr Jobsl Clause IV (4)
wages and worklng condltions; the local comnunitles
attempting to defend thelr houslng and living condltions, thelr envlronment and social
serrrices; the self-organised groups flghttng to establlsh thelr place ln soclety, thelr
rlght to equaltty and thelr rlght to existi the health and education workers att€[rptlng
to defend their senice, and the people who are dependent on that service; the peace
groups and the environmental i sts, the womenrs groups, the lesbian and gay organisatlons,
the black and ethnLc minority groups, who are fightlng for thelr survival.
Labour Brlefing was created within these canpaigns and developed ln response to .he
immediate dernands of the rorklng class, recognlslng the need for aa opea and dernocratlc
forum whLch alms to brlng together the various groups, organlsatlons and lendencles
in the labour movenent. The need for a united, d€rnocratlc and soclallst forun is more
pronounced, at this momentr than lt has ever been. The battles which wlll be joined ln
the coming nonths will not be fought in the debating chambers of Weslminsterr but on
the ground - in the workplace, the cornmunity, and within the organisations which are
mos! under threat from another period of Conservatlve government.

The challenge facing us is enormous, and in order to meet this challenge we rust turn
the Labour Party outwards, aligning ourselves elth those who r11l be ln the front llne
as the onslaught develops, and we need to do thls on the basls of dernocratic sociallst
principles and practice.
As part of t.,is process Camden Labour Brlefing wll1 be holdlng an Annual General Meetlog
on Honday 6 July 1987 beginning at 8.00 p.m. at the Totn HaIl ln Euston Road.

The purpose of the AG!, w111 be to dlscuss the way ln shlch soclalists can organlse the
fightback against the Tory government and for sociali.sm in the labour mov@ent. We need
a new orgaoisation of lhe left in order to begin this process - an organisation rrhlch,
while rooted in the Labour Party, can reach across the entlre specirum of the movement.

Since its inceptlon Briefing has been at the forefront of the flght for soclalism in
the Labour Party - the Campalgn for a wider dernocracy h the Party and the accoufltability
of elected representatives to the Party; the development of socialist pollcles ln local
government and the involvement of all levels of the rnovement in Lhe decision rnaklng
processi support for the lllners and the local Miners Support Groupsi establishlng llnks
between the trade union novement and self-organised groups; support for the print workers
and other trade unionists who have been at the sharp end of Tory leglslation; the
fightback in local government and the campaign against rate-capping; supportlng those
Councillors who were prepared to stand firm agalnst Tory legislation; defendlng the
right of trade unionists to plcke! and support other workers ln struggle; fighting for
the right of women's groups, lesbian and gay groups, and black grorrps to sel f-organl sat lon
both inside and outside the Labour Party; supporting local communities and workers
against cuts whether these are.atternpted by Tory or Labout controlled local authorltles;
denranding the accountabiLi.ty of the police to the communlty, and Joinlng the campalgns
against collusion with the police by local authoritiesi standiog firm agalnst the
vitch hunts and defending the right of soclaLi sts to r€rnain the the Labour Party; and
belng at lhe centre of the campaign to resist any atternpts by the leadershlP of the
Party and the trade unions to reduce the ability of the working class to defend iEself.
It is a record of which we can proud, but we must be pregared to broadea the base of
our campaign and to establlsh a.forum which can unite all sectlons of the movement on



CAMDEN LABOUR BR I EF INC

Camden is in the lrnmedlate frontline of
the promlsed Tory assault. The Tory
Manifesto contalns a shopping tist of
measures that are to be taken against
Iocal authoritles, thelr workers and
the surroundlng comnunlties. In purely
financial terms Camden is already at
crlsls polnt - the choice confrontlng
Councillors ls stark, lt ls. either one
of capltulatlon and cuts or a pollcy
of actlve resLstance. We belleve ln the
absolute necesslty of reslstance and
the need to organlse a fightback at all
levels of the novement. The financiaL
crlsis ls slmply the flrst rave of an
assault which wll1 lncrease ln its
lntenslty with each passlng month, rrlth
each act of Tory sustained vandallsm -
tl.e PoI1 tax, privatisatlon, the
destructlon of our health and educatlon
services, the reductlon in trade unlon
rlghts, the selling off of Council
houslng and estates. Unless we begln to
organise the fightback Lmmedlately, t,e
will find ourselves overvhelned by a
verltable tidal rave of oppression.

over the past fes years, Carnden Labour
Briefing has been at the forefront of
the fight agalnst the Tory goverrunent -
not only in local authorlties and the
campaign against rate-capping, rent
increases, privatlsation, and so oni
but aLso ln supprting the miners, the
print workers In Camden, the campalgn
against the pollce consultative group,
and the defence of the rights of self-
organlsed groups. Throughout this period
lt has been our 3tated lntentlon to act
as an oPen and democratic forum fof the
left in Camden, bullding Iinks betneen
the Party and the trade unions, the
trade unions and the communlty, and the
communlty and the seLf-organlsed groups.
It is only on the basis of such an
alliance that there will be any prospect
of organising ef fectlve resistance
against anoti.er five years of Tory
governrnent.

t,le would urge all sociallsts who are
committed to the prlnciple of defending
jobs of services, who are opPosed to

to Council reut lncreases atrd the
Councllts lnvolvement in the Pollce
Consultatlve Group, rho belleve that
the Party should be lnvolved at all
levels of the decislon-maklng process
and that the canpalgn agalnsl. cuts
should lnclude all sections of the
labour movqrenlr to Joln wlth us ln
bulldtng a unlted, democretlc and
soclal lst forum.

The only reallstlc basls f:r such a_
forum ls lf re lnclude and lnvolve ^
broad cross-sectlon of the labour
movement. In order to create thls
alllance we must be prepared to allgn
ourselves wlth those 1o the mov€ment
sho wlll also flnd theorselves at the
sharp end of central goverrulent
legislation, evefl lf this leglslatlon
is enacted by a Labour controlled local
authorlty.
The purpose of the Annual General Meetln
ln Camden ls to dlscuss the pollcles,
the strategy and the organisational
means of creating such a forun. If you
have broadly agreed wlth the lnltiatlves
that Camden Labour Briefing has taken
in the past, and with the prlnclpLe of
a unlted, deomcratlc and soclallst
forum ln the labour movslent, we wr^r d
askthat you come to the meetlng on -rle
6th of July, complete thls sllp and
return lt to the address at the bottom o
thls I ea fl et:

I/!Je will be attendlng, the ACH of Camden
Labouring Brlefing on 6 July 1987 at
the Torrn Hal1, Euston Road, Nl{1, beglnnl
at 8. 00 p. m.

NAME:.

ADDRESS:

BRANCH:

The Agenda of the ACM and other papers
will be circulat.ed prlor to the meetlng,
so please let us know lf you are golng
to attend as soon as posslble.

p&p CAHDEN L.{BOUR BRIEFINC, c/o 24 GodeLn Court' Crowodale Road' NWl

the principles of democratic socia!lsn. Brteflng is not a sectarian groupiog, and ue \
would encour'3ge the active involveflent and partlclpatlon of all Party members nho have
broadly supported the campaigns listed overleaf, and who belleve ln the necessity of
developlng a soclalist programme of prlnclple and practlce to confront both thc Tory
government and those ln the movernent rrho are not prepared to defend the rorklng and
Ilving conditions of the working class and the oppressed.


