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CARING CUTS 1

CAIITDEIT I,TORE T(]RY THAIit TIIE }IIGI{ C(fIJR:T

0n itonday, 29 Febuary, Canden IALGo won a High Court ru]in8 aSainst tbeir enPloyers,
lauden Counc11, preventiDs them frou carryiB8 out their plans to sack the workforce.

vEven the judiciary, pillars of tbe Tory establlshoent, condenned Cauden's heavy-handed
tactics as "hl8h cotrfrontation". The judge said the council could have "adoPted less
dracooian measures" and urged theE to vrithdraw thej.r threat to the workforce.

Despite the court ruLin?, ou llednesday the Director of EousinS notified shoP
stewards of her iDtention to send out the sackinS letters aayrray! Letters will 8o out
'tcoagratulatiag" those people vho still have jobs in the new structure, though they
w111 be required to sign the new redeployneat contract first.

Tbose enployees wbo will not have jobs w111 receive details of rslottinS in' and

'rin6 feacing' proceedures, and be totd that in order to be eti8ible to aPPly for tbeir
own jobs they trust si8n the redeployneDt coDtract. Thi.6 action i'S iD breach of the
uadertakiD8 CardeD gave to the E18h Court and trALGO are currently Pur6uln8 1qIal
actioD a8airst the Director uader cortelpt of court.

Vlctinisation of individual nembers of stalf continues. In one shop alone, staff
have been told they cannot take dependents' Leave, harassed while at hone on sj.ck
1eave, and tol.d tbey canDot hoid shop neetinSs to discus6 the new Proposals.

It seens CaEden's blatant disre8ard for lndustrlal relatloBs and establighed
aSreements knows Do bounds. They are prepared to defy a IIiSh Court order in tbeir
efforts to 6$ash trade union organisation in CandeD for 6ood. Any connituent to equal
rpportunj-ti.es has beeB disre8arded by Canden's rlabourr adninistrati.on.

\- Tbe counci.l leaderGhlp were no doubt 'sbocked' by the court's decision. Iiey
shouldntt have been. By sendinS out the ietters they'd iSnored their own le6a1 advice,
and acted a8ainst HaEp6tead and HiEh8ate CLP who voted that the letters should be
wlthdrawn.

Fran ldason, IIALGO Deputy Sbop Steward, HPS shop
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CARING CUTS 2

I-IEEAR,Y (]CCIIPIED AGAI}TST CI-OS{'R'E

50 atrgry people occupied the St Pancras Relerence Llbrary as it was about to
finaily close on 20th Febuary - vlctin of Camden'6 cuts.

Library 6taff e6tirFte that the Refereace Library h'c 10'000 users per reek' aad it
h,c atways been heavily uaed by studelts, lnrticularly fro! the Thtrd gorld, as well
as by reny uBeDployed people. It also has collectioD.G of a reSioDal aad DatioDal
EigllficaDce. If this facillty clce6 it i8 ciear tbat XO servlce6 are safe.

Tbe occupi.ers were iuuediately faced with a buiiyln8 nana8enent reaction. The

Children,s and Lendiag Libraries in the sane buildinS were closed to the public under
the orders ot councii leader Dykes. They felt j.t Eore iEPortant to preveDt the
rej.nforcenent of our occupation than to a11ow tbe Public (continued over..
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access to their own iibraries. occupiers were iocked into tbe first fioor. [anagement
issued threats of personal iiabiiity for ail expenses i[cured.

Desplte this, the occupation won strong support and extelsive nedia coverage. Vlril
the support ol library stail arrd despite nanageeent threats of discj.piine against an.f
wiio sFo.ke to the occupiers, severai new people were srnuggied in to join us.

HaDaSenent fina.LLy evj.cted the occupiers alter tour days, learing the spread ol tbe
action to the two threatened branch iibraries at Belsize park and Hi6h Hoiborn.
Elderiy and iess uobiie Library users at Beisize have Let the councii know in no
uncertain terus that they wiii take direct action to prevent the Lo6s of tile iibrary,

Llbrary staff at tbe Shaw voted near unaniEously to support our occupation, but Do
conpienentary industrj.ai action was forthco[iDg. \rares and Hawkins - respective]y
Director and Assistant Director oi Lei.sure Services - were able to veii their conplete
isolation wlthin their own DepartEent by a snokescreen of an6ry threats.

Kings Cross Labour Party neEbers - sLasher Dyke,s own ward - played a proninent
part in the occupation, and helped to sbift the ca[pa1gn of opposition to ]ibrary
closures to the ieft. The uiddie ciass Public Libraries Users, Group (PLUG) endorsed a
much clearer anti-cut5 positioD at 1ts HaEpstead nass neetj.ng held whilst the
occupation took pLace.

CARIIG CUTS 3

REPA IRS SI-ASEIED, REITTS I"IP

IA 1986/? over t20m was spent oD naintenance and decoration of Camdeu,s council
bousiaS, and that is excluding tbe [odernlsation of a nunber of council estates. gext
year oniy O11l6n wiII be spent, a 45"L cut, If this d9%u cut la tbe repalrs service waE
reflected ln a lower rent to roatch the lower service, as 1t should be, there wouLd be
a 15 reductian in reat!

Instead, tbe Labour Group decided to Eai-se rents by an average of 43.50 a week. And
the council papers coD.talBed hints of future large increases. Tbls nould allow a
steady rise to the Ievel the council wj.ll be forced to char8e as a result of future
chan8es in tbe way the EovernBent wants councils to set their housias bud8ets. In
other words, the council is preparing to coDply witb ie8islation the Bovernnent hasnrt
even paEsed yet.

Cqlnci] teaaDts rrill have to develop a EtrategJr a6ain.6t r€lt rises and deterioratinS
ralEterarce. If Carden'6 tenaD.ts organi€€d a carlEiEr to tqJ€ther not pay the
lucreaEe, Deither the couDcil aor the 8overDreEt could do aaything about it. It ta.ke6
arouad six roDths to ta]le an)r teDant to court for reut arrears. The couucil and tbe
courts have oEly the capacity to run about 50 cases a rontb, and the t.jortty of
these are taker up by squattlng ca6€6.

It is always ln the flDaDclai iDterests of the councll to consider squats first,
because the council is 1osin8 the entire rent and rates and aiso has to pay for
keepinS a fanily in bed and breakfast. The average vreekly cost ol not Bainin8
possession of a squat is around i330, coupared wlth the 63.50 a cou[ci.1 teBaDt would
be with-hol-ding. The councli therefore coulda't take actlon a8ainst one nedium-slzed
estate which refused to pay an lncrease, iet alone all its tenants.

The case for a repeat of the 1960 rent strlke is there. If tenants are careful in
the tactlc6 they use and stand togetber even in ooderate numbers tbe councll- doesn't
ha\,e the ).ega1 resources nor the courts sufficient space to be able to defeat the
action. The council would then have to xqeet with its tenants and negotlate a falr rent
by consent.

DIARY
12 I'[arch: Internationai volaen's Day Deuo, 11 an, Enbanknent
i4 l(arcb; NHS COHSE strike and Day oi Actj.on
i7 arcb: FAB pubiic reetinS with interDatlonal sPeakers, 7.30 Pn' ULU, Ihlet St' lrc1
Lg I'[arcb: FAB nati.onai deno, 11.30 am, Enbanknent
8 April: London day of action a8ainst CIauEe 28

TEXT TEBTITG OF CATDEX BRIEFIEG SIIPPOETERS:
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CAIDE FAB neets
Grays Inn Rd, VC1

Srmr peopl e i n the l-abo1.rr F';.rty r-*al 1y hel i,=ve thal: nntti:,dy
ELiFlF.:irts thr: FGSiticrn that i:afrrden itrie+ing ha-- be*Tr argrrinq :
'thal: tlra Einri.:i1ii:t,s rnt*rs-.L {ight tlre cLrts t(r clef efld the workir"rg
r1.rE:g. iri Camclern . -flrey helierv{: this hy cIc,s:irrc1 thsir t3yes and
,3iir:.: tn urhaI is ;rrtlral Iy {ainq r:ri " Irr the. 1.:st tr^rc wee.ks there
f-r.t$ heElr nfjt :i ririi i:I-r i + i cant ev. errt:: that Eh(]uI cj Feri thei r t:yeE :

'* 4(lr:) FrE:rnpi.r.! F;tr:!,:Ed d .nErtll-in{ orqanis{"d hy F'Lt.JG tn mppclse th{:
curt= i n 1. r hrari e-* !
+ Lfie 5t F'iiricr-asi Fleier*nce litrrmry was LlccLipieci!
* :i:)il) F.:irr:tnls marche3d Lr: the Tr:un l1a1 I tn eppose .:Lrts i n
Frt c{yLci, r Lr l]'r t
+ fanrdr:n Fiqhts Eacl: helci a rn€eeting with gt-t F,etrple,
* ?(:i Fe(rFl. e attL=ndEd a rneEtinq againEt the ILEA cr-tt-s,
* 5 il0il lrlal gr: rriernhers arE still re{Llsing to slqn the
rontra(:ts that llamden i.s trving l,o impose-,
* thB f:illrrt:-= fiave ncH restrai ned t-h€ cclrnci 1 f rmm i mp(]si ng
the new cnntracts Llnti. I a High Court hearirrg,
lf evEF;v wi"e[,: th€*r€! Are ]eLters irr the 1ocal FFeEs opposing a
p.1r1-ict-l1ar cLrt, trr exprl,ssing support +or thE "l'lanif ests"
fFLlntrIllcirs.
* scme Tenants AEsociati ons arE sa incenged by an increase
j. n rr:nts and a ct.tt i n the r-epai r serv j. ce that they are
d i sc r-rsei nc; a rent strili€l.

'Ihese 
=ame people .alsr.-r dismiss "Camden Fi.gtrts Ba{:k" +or hej.nq

lrr{3levant a "Brie{ing" frc.nt, As a natter o{ fact,
representatives lr-r:m the Trades Cnl.rnci L r II--lA, Nalgo" lr.ing'i:
Crogg lrlomen ' s Centre, FLUG " the Nlrrseri eg Carrpai n attend tlre
.neet i. r')qE as r..r(9 1 1 as i nd i vi dlral members of f'lLlFE , IJCATT and the
L;rbnnr l"'arty. -lhiE dc,ss represent a cFoss-Eectiorr sf the gort of
pe.rFl€? that ..-:oci al iEts slrolrld gat-her i:ngethta to +iqht the Tqry
attac l::; (]n lclca1 gmvernment.

lrlhat uni{-.es: those Flhtr attend the "Fight Bach" meetirrgs is nc.t a
hatrod ni t-he Labolrr F'arty nr- the l-abolrr GTr:LIF r br-rt a ger:ui ne
desire ta +iqht- ths Tclrips and rlef end th* Bain:: a{ the working
cl ass i n Camden that have been i ntrndL!{:Ed by the Lat}aur Cer-rnc j. 1 .
Hovrevelr, "Fight Bac [,: " dces hs:1isve th.rt irr Brder to have a chance
c){ vririni.ng the f iqht ;rqainr;t the 6:r:1I tax, claLrsE iB, the opti.ng
(:Lrt ef estat*:e, the ahcrl ition t]{ the ILEA.! etc,.. it is necessary
te rnel':e rr l3tand n(t{a . l3t.rtting o+f a .ha11enge to the gov€rnrnent
over the pre{:ent round of ct.rts wi 1. 1 crnly strenqtherr the Tories .

By c"evi nq i n naw tcl the Tory i mpoEied cuts r the L-atloLlr GroLrp i s
L-nly breedinq cyr,icisr, amonEgt those that have ;LrFF,crted it in
tl"re FraEt : the wifrl;i.ng class ancl the oppressed " |lhen tlre Local
Gc'vernrnent ancl HsLrsinq Eil1s trerrrmeE 1aw, 1ocal col.rncilB Hill
hr:ve 1r:st cninplete ind{?pendar-rce and i^lF r,ri 11 seE Lettol.rr [,'or-rncils
taking poli t&x {jvader!; to cc,nrt, closing down lesbian t,' gay
Ltni{:E and selting cl++ tror-tl-tci. 1 es;tatr3!; plrrely t(] have the glery of
rern..linj.nq in cjf4ice ! By rE+Lrsj.nq to +ight, the, Lahorrr EroLrp iE
digging its own grav{3 .

CAI{DEN "FIEHT$ EiACH:" l'lEETti LlN T'HUFSDAYS A-t 6Fm AT THEATRI, lECNI5,
CIIOUINDALE IIOAT, " NUI 1 ALL. LOf,AL ORGAN I SAI- I ONS AI.{E I NV I TED TO
AF'F I L 141'E A1' A COS1 BF f 5 AND SiENO DELET.iA'IE$ OE OESEFVERS.
DETA I LS c./o CAI.1DEI'.| NALGO . TO[{N HA|_L,

|LOI{DOIS FIGHTS BACK, COTFEREUCE; Saturdayr I Apri1

every Tuesday, 7 pm at Xingsway priDoeton Coliege, Stdnouth St, off
Ai1 weicooe.



Tbe Labour Group has removed the whip iron the i1 'I{anifesto' councillors, preventin8
then lron taking part in Labour Group decision nakin6. They have been expeiled because
they reiueed to slgn stanoin8 orciers rn isoiation lroE a conmltuent to imPLeneItt the
naniiesto.

Labour candidates lor the borou8h eiections ln ilay i986 siSned a declaration that
they woul-d abide by Group standing orders aDd rules, AND wouid agree to irplenent tbe
manlfesto. That nanifesto said: "ge are a.sking people to vote for Iabour on tbe batl6
of our corEitEent to raiDtain s€rvices and Job6 aud to fiSbt for local delocracy. A
Iabour Council el.ected on this ba6is wiII iDevitabLy find itself i[ direct coufllct rlth
the Tor]r Governleltrs attelpts to coatrol our expelditure. The peoPle of C,alden should

coupci-Ilors ray face surcbarge a.pd
disqualif icatiop fror the Coulcii......In
this contert we riII conthue to defend
and ilprove }ocal serviceG aad defend
job6," Pretty c1ear, eh?

Since the Beneral eiection, the
roaiorlty of the councj.Ilors have 6one
back on thelr election proni,se. They
bave refused to conlront the Sovernr0eDt
in tbe way that they pronised. Tbey
have betrayed the worklnS class people
vrho voted Labour so that jobs and
services could be safeSuarded a8aiDst
further attack fron central SoverDnent.

By excluding fron the Group the LL

counclllors who 6tuck for thelr
soclallst connitnent, the way i5 now
paved lor the hard riSht of the
renalning 33 councillors to force a
leadership takeover at the Group's
electlons in lday. Dykes, Voods and
Fitz8erald nay wel} be rePlaced bY

Shaw, Hulne and Snyth.
The lL have not accePted exclusion

tron tbe Group, and have aPPeaLed to
the Nati.onai Constitutional Conmittee.
Support lor then is crucial as part of
a broad fiEhtback canPaiSn. The
foi.iowing nodei resolution can be used
for tbis purpose;-
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Thls (branch) notes with grave concerD the decision af caddel Labour Group to
sith,Traw the whlp fioL 11 Labour councif.lors. Ilese councTLlors have been expe))ed

fraa the Group ii order to sj-lence thelr oppo=itiaa to cuts in JDbE and serv*:es,
The 11 reprisent a strong curyent of opinion within the labour Party and trade unTon

nove ent ili"h l" oppor.i to Labour-coitrof led authorities ca,ylnS out Tory cuts, and

w.bjci js connitted to buiTding resistaDce to Tory attacks on workTnS cTass comfuunltTes

and on locai denocracY,
Ite caJl upon Caaden 

-Labour 
Group to iaaedlately reinstate the ).1 counciTLors,

recognisinlg that they rePresent A legitiaate Psitian whicb is shared by nany others
in ttre Laiour noveneDt and shoufd not be witch'hunted for this. IDstead the labaur
novedent should be bolding wid.espread and weLL-inforaed debates wlth its nembers and

locaf coamunlties on how 1o buili resistance to the unPrecedented attacks by central
governaent,

seB{i copleG to clr R.S\nray, Labour Gr€uP secr€tary, calden Tor{.tr HaIl; Greater London

Iabour iarty nesional Executlve' 195 Yalrorth Boad, 5817; aDd the XatioDal
Constitutlonal Corrittee' 150 Yalrortb Road' gE17

Camden Labour Briefing, 24 Godwin Court, Crowndale Rdr NU1
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