
CA}IDEN LABOUR BRIEFIT.IC r.tAY 198 7

THE CROUP H,ECTIONS

lntroductlon
A clear majority of Labour Counclllors have accepted that the Party should
be involved in thts year's elections to the Lsbour Group. They have accePted
the forrnula whlch ras put forward by the Local Goverment Commlttee. Thls
formula ls relatlvely slmple. It lnvolves a Special Jolnt Heetlng of Labour
Councillors and menbers of the Local Government Comoittee. Thls Special
lleetlng wll1 form an Electoral College. l.llthin this CoIlege, Counclllors
rlll share 507. of the vote, and LGC m€mbers the other 507- All the major
Labour Group aod Councll Cornolttee Posltions wlll be elected et thls SPecla
Jolnt Meetlng' and the results of these electlons rlll1 then be put to the
Labour Group for their endorsement. The Labour Counclllols rho are standlng
for posltlons rl11 be clrculatlng lnfofilatlon about th€'tlselves throughout
the Party from the end of Aprll oanrards, and both Branches and General Commlttees
will be able to conslder the candLdates at thelr next round of meetings.

The Present

Camden is enterlng a perlod of ctlsls. All secttons of Ehe Party and the
wlder Labour llov€meot agree oE thls. our abillty to deal wlth thls crlsis
ulll depeod upoo our ability to orgenlse 3nd develop the suPport of-the
local parties, th" t"rd" unions and the conmunlty, ln the actlve- defence
of Jobs aad servlces. In order for us to succeed ln thls task' the Councll
,r, 

"-t 
b" unlted la purpose and capable of developtng thls broader canpalgn

in practice.

The Future

P

[Ie urge members of the Labour Party to suPPort candldates rho are connltted
to , [rogran e of defeodlng Jobs aua servlces, aad rho are ;rqtared to
;;s;J;;'ili; defence ttioieio't the Boroush and.wlthln arl sectlons or

the Eov@ent. There are ;-;;;"" of key points shlch we belleve forn the

basls of this Progrann" ,"i-'iitt' 't'ot'ia'fotrl 
the basls of hor ne vote ln

the GrouP El ections !

1. An actlve defence and lmPlcmentation of the Manlfesto

2. A cooaiLtaenL to tro cuts in Jobs and Servlces

3. No lncrease in Councll Reats

i-. rttta""rtt froo the Police Consultative committee

5. The lnvolveoeat of ti; ittty trr declslons abouE the Budget

6. The lnvorvsnent of ;;; ptiti r" the curreaL croup erectloas - and a

sPecific errdorseoe"B of ttt"' Speclal -Gro-upAGC 
Meetltrg

7. i'"irriiat""t to honour c"t"ot Trade union agre€nents

8. A comrnittneat to polleles of Equal opportunltles

Conc !uslon
The comLag Year 1s cruclal. At sone stage $e are goltrg to run out of fltanclal

options and re are golng to find ourselves in a Po sltlon of airect confrontatioE

rl th CenEral Goveflnent' Our success or fallure dePeuds upon our abllity to
t

beg ln the camPalgn for defending Jobs afld servLces [or" Thls cauPalgn canno

be conflsed to the Counc 11 Chamber' bu t must lnvolve alt levels of the Partyt

the trade unlons and the rlder comnrunltY' A fallure tq adoP t a Progra@e of

active reslstance nos rl11 oeaa that we are unabl e to defend ourselves nhen

the crunch coneg. It ls noB onlY oirrselves we are defendlngl but the PeoPl e

aod workers of Camden' l{e can onIY do thi s $lth their suPPor t ard lnvoivcoent'

This ls nhY we are ask ing Party nanbers to support candidate s who are PrePared

to eodors€ the Programe that .is outl lned above.

* A statelnent wlll be circulated siSned by those Counclllors who suPPolt the

invo l vern eut of the Perly in lhe current GrouP ElecElons
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thc- second.- nceting of the por.ice c,asurtatrve Group, on Aprlr zznit, sas anothcrcxa,nprc of thc lcadcrshipis coatcnpt for the coauuaity, tnado unlonr alat tha party.3y holding thc ncctlng l-n an unannounccd ead sccret v;nuc- the Blrth!, lcatbs &llarrlag:s gcctlon of trhe Ncs Towl g611- Dykcs, Hughcs, & co. havc dcnoustratcd. thcextcnt they u111 go tc to cnsun ttrat etcitoil $rttics trl,nphs over socrar.rst
P,rln:i+es. .By invitlng only thc prcss and a 'selectr publrc, thoae councrllors onthc PCc clarlficd thel: posltions I thcy would rather ffct tfie'vcivci Siolr, of th"pollce than listcn to ttrc connuni.ty.o[ tfr" p""UV.

For ttrc atl ln.thc rH"r-&,Eldrr clcarly statcd that Urc pcc nectlng *ould be opca tothc publle, that lt would bc In ti,i d"riLen c"ri*,-i"J'irrl;-flr;* r.ou1.1 bc a crpcheand acccsg for tac dl-Beb1Gd.. Fo! rhet lt'a rorth, Ur; pA;;" ;;rstltutiol rtetcB tiatall ncctlnge nust bc advcrtlscd (we--now tcao* that ltre roi n""i"""r7 for aly such La-foirEtton to h :?T^g"tJl gF" tJ *,e-putuc, i""tiiti""-proiliea, 
"tc.. rt ccrtatalyrould havc bccn. difflcuit for a ncnbcr of thi publlc, ana'iipossrtr.e if that pcrsoawere disabrcd, to havc. got past trr" porr"" .oa-"""r=itv- s;t"l * havc got trrro,Eh_.the1ockeddoors,andtJnaverooi"a-,,agatueaacccslioir',e,,ccting.TtratHugh

ffioc a:rc ths pc* found it uorc rip.rt rt io havc an ualntcrniptcd necting is iadrc-atlw or th. ""ll_ti:B.triy,*-pr^Giilia-arl"*afr"Tf;Ii"iil"r"srtlnacy ouch adcath acctlng nidrt havc. had anongat^its su!p6r1g6. But tttc fact is that ttle pcc hes !oii*liffii* 3lu:"*lf"**rtri. ;hJiS a ratrrcr ro,,o"uoo" Liioa", *,",""iro!'*Ji
Eguelly worryln8 i: ttla! ' on lnstructiors fron Dykes aad Hughes, Tofln HaLl gccuritvsuard. w.rlc uscrl asainot th"; ;;;;;:.+" i;o ;:;;i";;p.":fiitrng 

"orrrolty groupi,trade udotrB *u-s: L"b.; ;6;-ii"-""*gra to fdd trreir rav lnto or jurt outsldcthc rcctitrA. surcly. ttrc ,r".'oi 
-i.i"..af 

is a dangerous pr"""a"rt,"oo perhaps cvcl al*Tr:1"1i:mct iince it;"-.rifr?lo 
"""-"d that-handliig a dcnonstratrvc publicon*,""r6E,;;"-dff i+ffi H:'"trTi,"riii:llii".,ti+n#i,."Htrffi 

:1,Tf; J;$ffi.il:":.*.the cutrancc ili; fr;;,;-u""rca_oii, ;liri-ii"i-,k acttns oE trsrruc*orr
rar?lag€ It sccns aG th(

Eri+r.T#[i,i:!$###t'IHTH*:+T,,tii,'il
't':ffi :---tr"uxffi;;*;#i=.,ti,rui;i*,S*si.t$*.inhcrcupon Junpcd rcspccially since I

Briefln*,rr, ""':;,::::T:tt:*.-1ii*r 
eutctae fr tt;ilL:"'* out of anvone'

,ppo"ca--t'ii""i.."il #"t.1:" held in a


