
I cAMDEN couucll sAYs tT's cuTs!
JULY 87

THE COUNCLLORS * AN IH}IEDIATE FREEZE ON ALL VACANCIES

Ller the undersigned Councillors voted
against the Labour Croupts Pollcy &
Resources Report and atternpted to move
the following resol ution: -
"The contents of the Queenr s Speech makes
It clear that the re-elected Conservatlve
Goverrunent means to relaunch i.ts attacks
oo I-ocal Coverrment. The next 12 months

'are going to be a life and death struggLe
to maintaln councll services to the
people of Candea. The Councll therefore
resolves to:
a) Organlse a flghtback to resist any Tory
leglsLatlon nhlch attacks Local Governnent,

1-.its workforce and users of lts servl-ces
b) Throughout July and August we rritl
consult wlth the Trade Unlons, Connu[lty
Groups, Self-organlsed Croups, Teoaflts
Associatlons and the slder conmunlty iE
Camden
c) This Council, therefore, w111 make no
declslons on cuts untll this consultatlon
process has been cornpl eted"

lle opposed the P&R reconmendatlons becauge
they trere brought forsard as a panlc neasure
slthout ful1 consul tatlon Hlth the peopte
nho w111 be at the recivlng end of the cuts.
The declsloos taken by the council are
taata[ount to a dlrect attack on both the
workforce and the slder communltyr and have
crltlcally undemined the eblllty of the
'abour Group to canpalgn against the Tory

\-.rslaught on all Labour counclls.
The refusal of the l'tayor on the advice of
Councltlor Woods (Chlef lrhlp) trot to take
our resolutLon on the basls that lf it rras
discussed aod if lt ras passed i.t mlght lead
to lllegallty, sl-gnal s to the peoplE-6T-
camden the nelkness of the Leadership's
determlnatlon to defend both Jobs and
servlces.
l,Ie wlll continue to urge full consultatlon
throughout Canden to ensure that the Labour
Group has the support of the $orkers and the
connunlty ln reslstlng Tory legisletlon.
Signed: Cllrs Kate Allen' Steve Bevingtont
Angela Blrttll, Carollne Hotdlng, Gloria THE IIEASURES AGREED AT THE COUNCIL I'TEETIN

Lazenby, Karln Nerbury, Sandra Plunmer, ARE By No }iEANS THE END OF THE CUTS. THE"r
Grahan shuretyt Adr:lan states' 

tRE srrply rHE BEcrNNrNc. rN THE ABSEN.E

OF A POLITICAL STRATEGY OF RESISTANCE, THE COUNCIL !'ILL BE FORCED INTO A POSITION OF TOTAL

SURRENDER - NOT OIILY ON FINANCE, BlIt ON THE POLL TAX, PRIVATISATION, COUNCII REMS, PLANNIN(

AND REDUNDANCIES.

IT IS THE RESPONSIBIT ITY OP SOCIALISTS TC

* AN IMMEDIATE FREEZE ON ALL GROWTH

:t AN I},MEDIATE CUT IN OVERTIME WORKING

* NO RENEI.JAL OF TE}IPORARY CONTRACTS

THE UNIONS

The foltowing stetenent was issued by
Canden Councll Joint Trade Utrlons Steerin
committee ( NALGo. NUPE. Bull dlng Departrnent
Jolut Shop Sterrards Committee ): -
"He have already complained about the
failure of the Councll to keep the workfo
lnformed as the budget crlsls developed,
yet the Councll rent ahead and passed a
cuts pollcy rrlthout botherlng to tell the
staff rhat was belng proposed or rrhat the
effect nould be on thelr work.

'The CounciL meetlng took place under hlg
securlty and all staff worklng ln the Tor
Hall were told to leave at 5.00 p.o. - a
marked contrast to the Councll neetlngs o
1985 when Couaclllors encoureged naxlmum
attefldatrce

'\ie assuae one of the reasons why the
Councll ls so reluctant to lnforn staff
dlrectly is because they do not tharselve
have the falntesE ldea of the practlcel
lmpllcatlons of thelr policy. We estlEate
that there are 900 vacant posts and 300
tgtporary staff but can only begln to
guess at the chaos that wlll ensue when
the hollday season startsr or people fall
slck or go on maternlty leave. Thls
decislon nakes a nonsense of the Councll'
Equal 0pportunlties Pollcy, as nell as
their "no cu!s" pol icy.
"The unlons belleve the Councll have not
acted in the best lnterests elther of sta
or service users by rushing to make cuts
last neek wlthout proper consultatlon or
conslderallon aad oe support those
Councll.lors who called for less haste and
more reflection at last week's Council
meeting"

( cria$A.r rrA8.*R CrSietiq
% t4 4.ol.sl}s C5,{-CI A"r\

tf
DEFEND JOBS AND COHI'JIIN]TIES ' FTCI TC{NI.

CAMDEN LABOUR BRIEFINC SUPPL E}IEi{T



NO CUTS IN JOBS & SERVICES . DEFEND CAMDEN COUNCIL . NO CUTS IN JOBS & SERVICES
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COUNCILLORS, TRADE UNIONISTS, VOLUMARY ORG,\NISATIONS
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F IGHTBACK OR CUTBACK ?

Given the lack of consultation regarding Camdenr s financlal situation, and the rray ln rhich
the debate has been manipulated, itrs lmportaat to counterpose the Leadershlp's position wlth
t/hat of Briefing's. lle need to consider rrhat each posltion means ln political terns, and rrhat
ls likely to occur over the comiog months. The baslc premises for any fightback are obvlous:
the defence of jobs and servlces; and the recognition that local government ls in the front
line of the Tory assault on the working class. So farl however, the Leadershlp have only
been able to come up wlth a finaocial strategy for dealing with the onslaught. Their positl.on
is as folLows: stay ln office at all costsi stay wlthln the lar, making cuts to minimlse the
damager whlle protecting 'froot-line' services; after making these cuts, consult r,lth the
unions, party, and comrnunlty groups about a long term strategy.
However, wlth more cuts to cone ln the Autmn, the Leadership will lnevltably move from one
crisis to another, rnaklng a long tern strategy difflcult, lf not lmposslble to formulate.
With no polltlcal strategy, no real consultatlon, and making cuts at every crlsls, the
Leadershlp r11l inevltably find itself in a confrontatlonal position - not wlth the Torlesl
but rlth lts own workforce, the communlty, and a substantlal section of lts onn party. To I
avoid any change ln pollcy, the Leadership wlll attsnpt, as lt has dorc $lth the paf,ty, to
substltute the imPosltlon of lts pollcy onto the relevant bodies rather than actually consult
with th€rn. At the same tlmer the Leadershlp wllt attanpt to drive a wedge between NUPE and
NALGO, whlle adopting a 'lock-outr mentallty (the Torrn Hall has already becone Fortress
Camden). consequently, any campaiqn rrhlch the Leadership lnttlates is bound to be ineffective
Finally, as ln the run-up to
the General El ection, the CAHDEN BRIEFII{C '87
Leadershlp wlll patlently All lteetings 8.00 p.m.
rialt for a Labour covernment. The Torrr Hall, Euston Rd

crlsl.s deepens.
It is lnporteDt to r€rndrlber
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THE I.'AY FORIJARD OPEN I.IEETING THE WAY FORITARD

COUNCILLORS, TRADE UNIONISTS, VOLUMARY ORGANISATIONS
7.30 l.Iednesday 29 Julyr Teatro Technic, Crowndale Roadr Nw1

}iEETING

an alternatlve to thls klnd of deteatlsm.
Our strategy ls based on a direct defence of
Jobs and services - even at the rlsk of
lllegallty - and the knowledge that an active
reslstance can be moblllsed for thls defence.
Indeed, unless we are to witness the total
destructlon of local governnent, re belleve
that defence and reslstance are an absolute
necessity. If rre walt for a Labour government
there is every llkellhood that there will be
nothing l eft to defend.
For soclalists, it comes down to the basic
question: do we flght or do we capitulate?
As far as lre are concerned, there can only
be one answer to thls questlon.
The consultation exerclse must be franed
nithin a politlcal strategy of resistance,
working with the unlons, the community and
the party, in order to mobilise this
reslstance. The consultation must form the
basls of a campalgnr invotving publi.c
meetings, discussion groups, aad an honest
appraisal of our flnanclal posltlon as the

SPEAKERS WILL INCLUDE:


