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On January 22nd the ir'iL1al neeting of the lc:lic€ Cor'sultative corrlttee ln

Canilen ras ?icketed by NAICO, Ca'den PLlntuorke6' Clty AA' Canden Cou:1ct] for

Co,n,rNr I ty :lclatlons, cafllen ljnemtloyed' !1ack 
'orkers 

Croup' Klrlg's crosB l{onen's

Centre, aay anal lesblan Erouns' and 3fleflng' In plotably the larSest aatherlng

ofconcetnedtrrouDssincelate-canpin6,a:rproxlnEte,ly]5o"eop]eti€tout.ldethe
csmden Centt:e, to te Jolnetl by 6one 50 'oItce 

rho 'consulted tho eonrnunlty' by

shovtng teor]e atounil rhlle escor:tlng counclilors' co'inunlty rreDresentatlveat

and their' fe11or ofticers intc 
"he 

neetir€ Anong those irho crossed the Dlcket

llne xere Labour counclllor€ l(en flu'lme, ?en criffiths' Alan RtDrinaton' Jaflet eo'ei

Barbara Huehes, Robert Tathan' ltary cane ' 
&n'l Tony Dykes '

It'R uncl eal r.ho ca] leil the tolice' It coul'I have been the lo1lce themselves

who r.anted to na:le sure that, for their rru:'?oses' tho rneeting Lou1d Eo unlDterdDtedt

or.ltcouldhaveteenoneofthecounclllorB(ltioulanothaveleentheflrsttime
that the l-a.bour grou', ha6 cal1ed the oollce to deal rith a itenonstrative DubUc)' In

any cas€, 9,n attenDt ,as Mate to arrest a tlack r'ofian' tut the pouce tjere qulckly

surrouiitedl, and they beA 1lttlo cholco but to 19t her go'

Partlcularly Eovocetive r'as Cou[cll1or Ken ]luline in hls attenDt to bteaJ< thmugh

xhat xas an offlclal IAIXO plcket llne' So ertreire xss hls ]ehavlor that tt Drom'tedl

oneDelaolr'xhohailneverencounterdthisramhoofthetlSht'tot1llstakeHulnefora
menrber. ol the l{atlonal Front. In his llirtl]ess attenDt to ept lnto the lEetlna' 1t's

lelorted that Hulne assa!1toal four nom6n on the plcket ltne' to nhlch r'onen !€sponile'l

by chantlng throughout the 6venltg' 'xen Hulne abuses xonen" As thoudr ln a haz€ of

lrallum, Huln€ alid not aopear to be conscious enough to knor what they rere talking alout

only a fractlon calner tras counclllo': Robort T'athan' xhoi bran'tlshlng his '8oft

centr.et bilefcase, scr€smeil that he nas carrying out the'nanlfeBto fhls sounil an'L

fury, in fect, siSntfied nothing Not only had the nanlfesto stated that canden xould

,arllct,rate ln the coneultatlve Conjnittee olr a trial basls. that yea' havin8 ended ln

Decemter, uD to r.hlch ttne the Connittee had not hel'L & [eetinS- but the basis on xhlch

it ras lncluded in the manifesto rlas both questlonable an'I contmverstal (both Gc's'

l.cc, Borough confer€nce, andl conrnunity Sroups vere against larticipatlon) It's qutte

llke1y that lt xas only u-ron hearlng that Counclllor Adrlan States' vlce chalr of the

Pollce Sub-conunittee, tas llann1ng to raise the lssue agaln, that the fteetlng }las sud-

denly arranged evefl though NAlco had said they {ould not service lt_ a legitillate Dos-

itlon slnce the pt'ooosed IloBltion of Clerr( to t}le Conriittee, though i{orkina ln the To1{rI

Ha1l. would be ,aId by, anil acctuntable to' the Hone Offlce and not the councll'

clvea caltlan's Echlrolhr€nic attltude tor'atds traae unions (tast year they passed

a !€solution, noved by llulBe r saylng that t'u"B shoull not be plesent at grouD fieetings

when there's a allspute against one o! r0ore counclllois_ slnce rarely a day goes ty r,hen

theie'lsnrt a allsDute of so e kind' thls xould have meent that t'u..6 xould have had

toileclaf6thengelvesTJolltlcauylnpotentt€forotheyllouldbeallot{edtoettend
anothel qrou, neetlna. Fortunately, thele xaB enouSh messur€ lrcm t'he party to forco

the grouD to charge their !ollcy), D€rhaps the actlons of these counclllors lsn't alf

that gurorlstnE. Yet het? !{ett counclllors attenptlns to sslk over the verv 
'eon1e

xho su.Dort6tt then durlna tate-cs'nDlnB, a'nd who they Hll1 need ln any flaht a8ainst

n!1vtt16ation, Just Bo tiey couldl attenil a meetlnS that {ou1tt a11on tbe'n to lndulae

ln the cosn€tlca of consul tation'
Once the colla-bortters 8ot through the Dlcket 1lne- the tllnd leading the uind

through an als16 forned ty the Doltce- there nasnrt nuch to do' so tt ra6 decided that

rc should leave the pollce to stroke thelr tnrncheons rlhl1e re nove'L ln61de to Dut our

vlews to the [e€tla8. After e11' lf the no]lce nere Solng to knock us alound they [i€irt

asxell.Ioltlnfullyie,oftheconeittee.onceinsi.Le,el{otnanre[alked,.Sull!]rlse,
surl)llse, there's lrot a sln8le black Person on the connltt€e ' It Has' of couI.Sei true '

'Iheie xere elso Dreclous fer r.onenr no 
'Ilsabled 

Deople, andt lt xss aDpsr€nt that the

nunber of ,o1lce offlcers, not countlrlg those 1n Dlalnclothes' xele only sUghtly out-

nur0bereal by I abou, counctllors. larbara HuAheE told us that tlestnin6ter( : ) had set uD

a Consultatlve coioittee anil that the ethnic Dinollties Ln that bolouah xer€ very aat-

lBfied {1th it. PIckinS u, on thls €lementary error ln loglc- IO,OO0 frenchnen- a l.oiEn

1n the leck shouteil ' 
rYes, Barbara' so lt nust obvlously be right fo? the Deo'1e of

Caltden.

Another vronen said, wlth reference to the advertlsenent for the Con6ultetlve CoE_

ritte€ that 6rpearetl ln the loca1 iapers last Ileconber' il'jhere's the cieche you 
'ronlaed?

heie's the access forthe di6abled?' A tlack conraale held u', a',lacerd- rr'{ho klled Cyn-

thls Jar=ett? tlho shot cherry ctoce?'- ad'lin6, 'rhese ere the r'€a1 questlons thet thls

comnittee Hon't ansrer.' At xhich tine another iofian shouted, 'And xho r+ed Jackie

3erkelel4' ilhenever a[yone on the comrlttee ettemrteal to say sonething' sofieone in the

gallery ha.d Eonething tetter' and Ilore lnte]r lgent' to say. It ras reidnlscent of the

rate-caDplng leetingB that had taken place [ext aloor.

Itrough 6on6on. lr the aualEnca no,rlnatetl Coar 3albata Hughes rras sonehoH elected

chalrr Tony Dykes norvously ti:ied to convince evelyone of hls Sood intentions.

He Dassed around a Dlece of lEper concemlng the nu.nb6! of cader police useil at 
"JaDping'

Haaln't atyone tolil Tony atout 'oDelational ,Etters' whlch Consultatlve Croups ere not

allo{ed to sieak about? l,lhile Hulne ras gllrlr]y slrent' 'atha,n ye]led at the r'omen frc!
Klna'lr CiosF, 'And 'lho dld you go to for Dlotectlon rlhen you r.ere belng atta.cked? It
was the I abour gtou...,' though everyone was tn.ressed by the r}oref of hls volce, 1t

xa.n't the nost conrdncing ar.guernent r and f thhk lt's safe to Ba.y that none of the

vomen's nlndi were chaneed by the fo'ce of lathan's biunt, anal DB.ternalistic, invective,

A ftrn on the Connittee .aid he r€^r€sented the erder'ly in the borouei, xho $e!e

)
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frlahtened to qrlk the streets at nldtt. He f,aE countord by a tonan In h6r late 50's

rho Faiit that elde!]y reop'e ln Carden rere as frlShtenod of the iollco as 
'nythinS 

6rs6'

Another roman que.tl!.ed the nan's light to olderly ron€t. Otheli sDok6' lncl udlh€;

r?.r€Fentatlves flon the l,abour Darty. A tray fien sald that, the 3ay cot nrnlty hed no

falth ln. noi rcspe ct for, the 'ollce' ard ttlat r ailongst 8ays. tie Collrittee had no

sunDorL. Inter€stlnSry enough, the clelk nada no attom,t to oinute anythlng the public

ssid, str lator€stin8 polnt since Satbara HuShes' ln a lleetlna '{lth llAlCO, had

a6sured ev€ryone that th. coninu[ity, and not the DolicB' rould control the consu]'tatlve

connittee. In faCt, no one SaYe ' Iror bas anyone ever Siven' a slD8ls 6ood leeson 'hy
CandenshoulilPrLiclpatelnth6comittee.llket.I6e'therehasneve!bc6nany.vldence
that any borough's parLictlatlon has Dloduced Posttive results.

Ihe ireeting lasted arountl forty nlnutes, ,uch to the 
'€1i6f 

of the b€illdered Torles'

Barbara Hu8hes' ard the ,o1lce Hho x6re st1lr r.altlng for us outslde' Aftor the fleetlng

ve sDoke to e i|an from a Tenantrs Ar.oclation xho' rlth the best tntentions, h&d been

begulr od lnto thtnkina th€ Connltt€e xas a[ onlortunlty to dlscuss lfi'ort€nt Tlatters rlth

the Do]lce. He heal no idea he xas .:teD'lng lnto a honet's nest le had the dtrttnct

tmrr.e.-lon that thli r.our d b6 both hi. fl!.t enil ltst neetln8.

Ilkevi.e, those Blth _elnst6 nore 6o1ltlca! acuflen than thet'Ertlcular Det:on had

erso underestlMted the strength of feel ln8 In the comJlunlty on the.utject of th6 comlt-

tee, Ilany thouSlt on'y a hanalful of Dickets Hould shov uD' forgettlna that for o'pre{rsed

gllur.pollclrtglsebleeilanaltutterl'6ue.tlhilecounclllorselestucklntheTo1.[Ha]li
caught 1n a maze of flauie. and neetln8., they often forget that the!6 ls another rorl'l

outside the councll chanber.

Signiflcantly, nelther Frank Dobsonr Ml fot Holbom-St Pancras 
' 

nor PhIl fu':rn€r, PPC

for Harnpstead+l l{hgate, Bhofled uD to attend or lrotest the neetlng. lut ln an ertlc]e ln

tbe folloHtng alay's Evening sbndard' Dobson xas quoted a6 sayin8 that he has refuse'I to

take Dart ln Ca'rden's Comhittee- so mrch for the unlty that sono Holbot?-St Pancras coun-

cil lors c]alnr to have on the subject. lleani{hIIe, Phil Turne!, r.ho voted for partlcipatton

at hi:r branch neetln8, lost r.I(el.y stayed axay 1n older to lee r.hlch way the r.lrd ras b]otr-

tnB- a partlcular skllr thet ,arr ia,nentary candidlate: seem to cu'l tlvate' Sack at the Torn

Har', Tony Dykes Has ovelheard to "ay that Thursday evenlng had been the uorst noment ln

hi- rolitica' 'career'(?)t xhlle, 
^,o19- 

.rff,.e's ore w.;t,ry l" 6-lq"' "h,,rl lk

Urn,rl/:'r,1 h.ha.!,io",r. frt. fol'oulne *eek' tfre (]nrt{ hreq afte! claiis bv Hulme and Hughe" that

they had been a._a.u1tec on the nicket ]ine' began dlscl'linary action agaln^t tso 'tenlor

llArm \.rorker. for oraanisira the _tcket anal golng egainst council po1lcy. Durina the sane

reek, though Ho'bora-St Pancra' voted, et theii GC' to contlnue partlcliattng ln the Con-

nlttee, Han. tead-l{lghEate GC votad to wlthdraw, a vies that v'ar ccnfined at Borou8h Con-

ference on JanuarY'lst.
So the ball ls back ln the court of the i-aboui grour. If ther€ ls another fleetlng,

it sill doubtLel,6ry be Dlcketed by even nore ieonlB. For the rssidents of Camden- 
'artlc-

ularly those tho are !p again:'t' ttre eo'Lice- don't 8et any sDecial olea( out of "lttina

Ioody Haut
Steve Tav'lor
(ttano" teia-u ighsate c'e)

(

around rlth rol1ce offlcers xho, es th€ aaying toes. keeD thelr lron fl.ts conceal ed

xLthtn theh velv€t gloves rhenever i,t suits tnen. It xas olvious that the pollce

tarE !eco!de!: xer6 ,bre efficl€nt than the selectlvely deaf olerk in notlnS shat sa::

b6ln8 .eldl. Yet the Deop16 Dr€rent vele adanartt ln thelr aleElr€ to have an accouhtable

Dorlce.eLvlce- one that r{l] not haress bracks,g'ayr, lesblans' and r.otkln8 clas. Deople.

they rented asautance' that llaFtic tullets and cs 8as sould neve! te used ln thL' bor_

ou8h. But they knox that none of thiE can be. accon-"11:hed throu8h the Con'ultatlvs

Com,iittee. It's yery dlfficult to have e Latlonal converratlon rlth .oneone rhc'6 Just

hlt you ovet the head. rhEt l ooked llke e narSlnal issue has become a oriortqil'rii trre

Do1ltlca1 rgenala. for tbe Deonle of Canden. Th6 I abour oarty should tako notlce before

lt'F too late.


