THE

BILL!

David Alton’s Bill — designed to im-
pose a time limit of 18 weeks for abor-
tions — is seen by anti-abortion cam-
paigners as the first step in repealing
the 1967 Act which legalised abortion.

Since its first reading, FAB (Fight the
Alton Bill) groups have been set up all
over London.

There are groups now operating in Watford,
Greenwich, Croydon, Brent, Lambeth and Isl-
ington. New FAB groups are being organised
in Newham, Tower Hamlets, West London,
Hillingdon, Haringey, Camden and Hackney.

In colleges, FAB groups and oppesition to Alton
are building up. The University of London School
of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) is produc-
ing posters for FAB. South Bank Poly, the London
College of Printing, and LSE have FAB groups. The
Polytechnic of North London (PNL) has passed a
motion supporting FAB and the issue is being
discussed in many other Student Unions.

London unions are also beginning to organise.
Clerical workers in British Telecom were amongst
the first to give support to the campaign. The
issue is being raised amongst postal, rail and
local government workers. Camden NUT officially

FIGHTS
ALTON

supported a FAB picket of local Tory MP Sir Geof-
frey Finsbherg’s surgery. NALGO nationally and the
TUC Women's Equality Committee have taken
stands against Alton.

By JILL ENTWHISTLE
Women's Officer, Holborn & St Pancras CLP

Many Labour Party branches, GCs, and
Women’s Sections have passed motions and cir-
culated petitions against the Bill. This activity
must be maintained and pressure must bhe put
upon Labour MPs to vote against the Bill, par-
ticularly in light of the NEC's 1987 statement
which concedes the “right of conscience'” on
abortion matters to individual MPs.

Anti-Alton campaigners in London have held
public meetings and street meetings. In some
cases they have been able to link up with local
anti-cuts campaigns. Health service cuts in Brent,
for example, mean that there are now no NHS
abortion facilities for women in the area — a con-
nection needs to be drawn between the issues and
the separate campaigns brought together.

The next reading of Alton’s Bill is on January
22nd. Leading up to this, on January 16th, there
will be regional FAB demonstrations and activity
all over the country. On January 21st the.-e will be

Picket outside the LIFE rally, Central Hall, London, 27.10.87

a mass lobby of MPs as well as a rally in Central
Hall, Westminster, and a torchlight vigil. If the se-
cond reading is passed, a national demonstration
is planned for March 19th.

Mobilising against the Alton Bill must be a
priority for the labour movement at all levels.

What You Can Do

* Circulate the national FAB petition.

« Pass resolutions in trade union branches,
CLPs, women's organisations, Trades Councils,
Student Unions, etc., against the Bill and in
support of the mass lobby on January 21st.
Donations to FAB are also needed.

* Join your local FAB group — or set one up in
your area. Details from National FAB. Also send
in details of your local activity.

FAB, c/o NAC, Wesley House, 4 Wild
Court, London WC2B 5AU
Phone: 01 490 0042/405 4801

Hackney FAB faunch meeting:

November 24th, Town Hall, Mare Street
Speakers: Diane Abbott, Pauline Alden (NALGO), Rosie
Newbigging (Hackney Health Emergency], David Sloane
(Doctors for a Woman's Choice on Abortion) and FAB

speaker.

‘PHOTO; Graeme Cookson

LABOUR—TAKE THE POWER!
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GLLP Special Conference

For a socialist ‘Plan to Win’

The Greater London
Labour Party is holding a
special one-day con-
ference on Sunday
December. 13th at the
Elephant and Castle
Leisure Centre to discuss
the future strategy of
Labour in London,

By Joan Twelves

GLLP Regional
Executive

(personal capacity)

The GLLP AGM in July
showed the two strands of
thought about the recent

General Election defeat —
the left and the right/LCC.

he report before the
Special Conference
epitomises one of those
strands.

It considers the reasons
for our defeat were
demographic change, poor
organisation and an image
of division (in other words
the ‘‘loony left’”), Everyone
is blamed — except the
authors of the report,

[t concentrates on local
government solely in the context
of the need for Labour Groups
to make cuts 1o stay in power,

Its proposed solutions? One
campaign and a reduction in the
size of the Regional Executive
from 38 to 41, by reducing all
sections proportionately —
CLPs and Trade Unions from
16 to 12 each, women from & to
6, etc,

Having failed to achieve a
right wing majority on the REC
this year (cven after changing
the way CLP reps are elected),
and with the AGM defearing a
resolution to remove the right of
the Women's Conference 1o
eléct its own reps directly, the
right is trying again tao remove
the feft and leave the trade
union bureaucrats and regional
staff in control.

All Labour's problems in
London are  reduced to
demography and image, The
report fails even to mention
good results, that Party
membership is growing in some
areas, or positive campaigning.
Nowhere does it recognise the
failures of the national cam-
paign, particularly the lack of
clear policy on economic and
fiscal matters.

This is indicative of the
general level of defeatism in the
GLLP leadership, Also missing
is any real understanding of the
unigque sensitivity of London, as
the capital city, to national and
international events and
policies, or of its multi-racial

and multi-cultural events,

We shouldn't underestimate
the problem. But to produce the
kind of political analysis needed
to work out the concrete tasks
facing the GLLP, we need a
balance sheet of the last few
years, so that we can learn from
what we've done right, wrong or
indifferently. This is missing.

Support for Labour in Lon-
don reached a high point during
the Save the GLC and ratecapp-
ing campaigns in 1984/5 and
has steadily declined since, Bet-
ween May 1986 and June 1987 it
plummeted,

In trying to explain this
decline, the report omits any
mention af the key struggles of
those years: the miners” strike,
Wapping, Broadwater Farm;
rate-capping, fights against
privatisation in the nationalised
industries and Tory boroughs,
the teachers’ dispute.

The destruction of London's
industrial base and health ser-
vice is ignored, as is the aliena-
tion of large sections of the
community to the political pro-
cess, No real anger s
demonstrated about the acute
manifestations of  extreme
poverty and extreme wealth sit-
ting cheek by jowl in the same
city.

These omissions are less sur-
prising when you look art the
role of the GLLP during these

GLLP Annual Conference
Model resolution

Resolution 1: Employment Discrimination

This Conference expresses great concern. at the continuing employment
discrimination suffered by the Catholic community in Northern Ireland. The
overall unemployment rate of Catholic males has remained two and a half
times that of Protestant males and that of Catholic women one and a half
times that of Protestant women. Catholic males are under-represented in
skilled occupations and over-represented in low status, low paid jobs.
This annual meeting expresses its opposition to religious and sexual
discrimination in the North of Ireland.

Resolution 2: Banning from electoral office

This annual meeting reaffirms the basic principle of democracy that it is
for the electors to decide who they wish to represent them.

Annual meeting notes that where the Conservative government has
been unable to win the political argument and the vote it has resorted to
measures like the abolition of the GLC, the disqualification of councillors
from office and the massive erosion of the powers of local government.

In the north of Ireland, alongside other abuses of civil liberties; the
government is now proposing to impose an oath as a condition of
candidature in local government and assembly elections. Where the oath is
deemed to have been broken councillors would be disqualified and also
face the threat of imprisonment or fines.

This annual meeting totally rejects these government proposals as a
serious attack on the democratic right of the electors, not the government,
to decide who they wish to represent them.

The regional executive is instructed to respond along these lines to the
Northern Ireland Office on this matter and to inform the NEC of this policy.

Make sure Ireland is debated! London Region LCI

Tories get down to work

The Tories have regained
control of Kingston
Council just 17 months
after their defeat in the
May 1986 London
Borough Council Election.

By John Hayball
Chessington South BLP

Their second by
election gain from the
ruling Alliance Group in
the North Kingston Tudor
Ward prompted the
parade of the victorious
candidate to the adulation
of the final day of the

Tory Party Conference in
12

Blackpool.

A small Labour Party-
led demonstration lobbied
the Council meeting on
Tuesday October 20th
where the Tories' first
action back in office was
to change the Council's
standing orders to remove
the ex-officio right of the
Leader of the tiny four-
member Labour Group to
a seat on every
Committee.

The Guildhall
demaonstration also
included:

® a3 contingent of Labour
women particularly
prominent in campaigning
for creche facilities for
Kingston shoppers and for

N ‘,.the 'V}I?rp;?’s Committee
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— which the Tories also
‘moved quickly to abolish;
® 3 sizeable section of
student union members

from Kingston Further
Education College where
a shortage is affecting
some 500 young people
— a campaign which the
labour movement should
actively support.

As a result of the
change in administration
the balance of
representation on London-
wide bodies is threatened.

This makes the
wresting of power from
the Tories in Wandsworth
at the Southfields by-
electon all the more
urgent to redress the
Kingston situation.

years:

othe GLC and ratccapping
campaigns were led by the GLC
and the boroughs — the
GLLP’s role was minimal;

@ during the miners’ strike, the
only solidarity events organised
in the name of the London
Labour Party were those
organised by the London
Women's Committee in the face
of weakly-concealed cynicism
and hostility;

@ during Wapping, resolutions
[0 Organise grassroots support
and solidarity action were
defeated at the instigation of the
REC representatives from the
printers’ own unions!

e more recently, the GLLP
refused to circulate the leaflet
advertising the Broadwater
Farm-sponsored March for
Civil Rights and Justice on the
grounds that it was
“‘provocative’’.

The report correctly identifies
one of the roles of the REC as
being to co-ordinate campaigns,
Major camapigus on health and
policing were set up for last year
— well before the election. They
never happened.

The REC's Campaign Com-
mittee was shut down during the
Fulham and Greenwich by-
elections, and during the
General Election, Instead, a
““special’’ committee was set up
to run London’s campaign [rom

Walworth Road, comprising
precisely those who are most
keen to find scapegoats now for
our defeat.

The only time the Campaign
Commiltee managed to assert
its role was in the May 1986
borough and ILEA elections,
when we did well. The age-old
cry for regional staff to cam-
paign instead of policing CLPs
is even less likely to become a
reality now that they will have
to spend all their time supervis-
ing OMOV parliamentary
selection.

The report correctly identifies
some of the major attacks we
can expect form the government
against Local Authoritics. The
inner cities will be a key bat-
tleground and the GLLP must
play a leading role in stopping
the break-up of the ILEA; but
these haye to be located in an
overall strategy clearly based on
defending the interests of all
sections of the working class
against Tory attacks.

It is not good enough for the
GLLP to reduce its strategy to
managing services, staying in
power, only raising equal op-
portunitics issues if they are
clectorally popular, and
reorganising the REC,

Explicit and concrete support
has to be given to all those in
struggle, whether it be against
trade union legislation,

Full house for

the Long March

Several hundred people
packed Brixton Town
Hall on Sunday
November 1st to watch
The Long March, a play
performed and directed
by striking BTR
Sarmcol workers from
South Africa.

This performance was
the last in the strikers’
tour of Britain, publicising
their struggle and seeking
support.

By Gary Ostrolenk

The play follaws the
history of the Sarmcol
dispute, from BTR's
original refusal to
recognise MAWU, the
workers' union, which

prompted the strike. It
shows strikers organising
a boycott of local white
shops, touring the local
area to rally'support for a
one-day regional general
strike, and constructing
barricades covered in shit
to repel the police.

The strikers’ wives see off
the bailiffs who tried to
repossess their furniture,
After they are sacked, the
strikers form their own T-
shirt printing co-op for the
South African labour
movement, and vow to
continue their struggle, the
Long March, for
reinstatement and for
rocialism.

I'he play emphasises
Britain’s role in South Africa.
BTR is a British company,
and it is the BTR director in
London who makes the
decision to sack all the

Scene from The Long March in performance in Brixton
- ’ - il <~ 0 < ¢

privatisation, cuts in local ser-
vices, immigration and na-
tionality laws, benefit .cuts,
nuclear issues, attacks on civil
liberties, lesbians', gayvs’ and
women'’s rights (immediately,
this means the Alton Bill}, rent
increases, or closures and job
losses.

Labour will only win clections
in London if it is clearly seen to
be on the side of the people. We
need an alternative strategy,
based on support for those in
struggle. The left on the REC is
organising a2 Conference in
December to formulate such an
allernative strategy in advance
of the GLLP Conference,

Briefing supporters need (o be
making sure that resolutions are
submitted to the Conference
making it clear that the strategy
of the London Labour Party
must be:

@ firmly rooted in supporting
all struggles against the
government;

@ rcjecting the report A Plan
to Win;

ecalling on the REC 1o
prepare a detailed strategy and
programme of action based on
this principle for consideration
by the AGM in March;

@and rejecting any proposal
to change the curreat constitu-
tion of the REC at the preseént
time.

strikers. He is also shown
scolding Thatcher for her

political fudges on South

Africa.

As he angrily reminds her,
‘politics is economics — |
didn’t make you Prime
Minister so you could put me
out of business."’

The performance at Brixton
was organised through
Lambeth Trades Council, As
a bonus, the strikers
preceded the play with a
gumboot dance [dexterous
and boisterous welly-slapping
dance routines) and there
was an enjoyable social
afterwards to mark the end
of the tour at which the
Trades Council donated £400
to the strke,

Lambeth Council provided
the hall free of charge.

The play is fast, funny and
passionate, If you missed it,
watch out for the video.

PHOTO: Ingrid Gavshon
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of anger

The North Kensington
and Paddington District
Health Authorty at its
October meeting
slashed £400,000 off
this year’s budget.

It also halted £1.7
million worth of scheduled
work, using compulsory
redundancies and
attacking community
based care — in particular
child care provision and
surgery for the elderly.

This is bad enough. But
at the December DHA
meeting, proposals will be
considered for the closure
of three out of five
hospitals, the removal of
accident and emergesncy
facilities from another and
the drastic reduction of
our acute services.

The Dean of the
Medical School said at the
October DHA meeting
that he ““would go to the
barricades to defend
acute services’’ (just
before he voted for the
round of cuts),

This is not too
impressive — butitis a
sign that medical opinion
is running high. We will
certainly make commaon
cause with anyone to
defend the health service
and if consultants are

Stop ‘Loopy Levitt’s’
schools grab!

The first shots have been
fired in the battle to
decide the future of
education in Kensington
& Chelsea, with the
publication of the
government's  so-called
Consultation Document.

Both Tories and Labour
have called general meetings
of their school governors;
governing  bodies  have
debated the proposals and a
round of parents’ meetings
have been held, on the in-
itiative of Labour activists.

What do people think of
the government’s plans so
far?

The opening round has clear-
ly gone to us. A packed and en
thusiastic meeting of Labour
governors  listened 1o Steve
Cowan for ILEA, Martin Fran-
¢is for the West London
Teachers Association, Richard
Hawkins for Kensington
Labour Party and Neil Kearney
for the Labour Group, explain
the implications of the Tory
take-over plan and the struggle
ahead to defeat it.

By contrast, at the Tory
governors meeting, Labour
speakers intervened. to expose
the sham of parental choice of-
fered by the “Opt Out Plan".

The Chair of the Tory steer-
ing committee for the take-over,
Bryan ‘‘Loopy” Levitt, could
only repeat at three minute in-
tervals that he '“could give no
guaraniees” as to the future of
Nurseries in North Kensington,
provisian for special educa-
tional neegs, charges for “'Ex-
tras” like school trips or music,
the prices of school dinners,
class sizes and so on.

When an angry parent
demanded to know if the
borough would press ahead with

ready to go to the
barricades, it is up to
Labour to build those
barricades and drive our
faint-hearted allies behind
them!

By Paul Harrington
Kensington CLP

Tower Hamlets DHA's
defiance is a start, If a
large teaching distrct such
as ours joins the
resistance, then the
political stakes will be
upped decisively.

Kensington Labour
Party General Committee
took the view that a
Campaign of Anger must
be launched, to involve
the unions, the
community, the users,
and anyone prepared to
work and fight for the
reversal of government
policy.

The Labour Party will be
at the forefront of this
campaign and will be
serving the community —
to use a Kinnock phrase!
— not by reviewing
policy, but by fighting for
the services needed by
our community.

By Dave Holland
Kensington CLP

opting out of ILEA even if
parents, teachers and governors
were united in opposition, it was
clear rthat the embarrassing
answer was '‘yes''.

Tory governors of several
schools, such as Avondal Park,
have voted for Labour motions
against the “Opt Out”. The
wife of Kensington Tory MP,
[ady Caroline Rhys Williams,
abstained on Holland Park
governing body.

It has been the same story at
hastily convened  parents’
meetings. At Holland Park, out
of a meeting of 150, five parents
voted to support the Borough's
take over. At the primary
schools in the Narth, like Bey-
ington, parents have responded
warmly to Labour plans for a
campaign to defeat the propos-
ed dismemberment of ILEA.

We have got favourable local
press coverage and the ground
has been prepared for the
massive display of parental
disapproval that will be needed
to defeat the Tories in the two
year struggle that lies ahead,

The construction of an um-
brelta group '‘Defend Educa
tion in Kensington & Chelsea”'
is the next task, But a number of
problems await us,

The ILEA Labour Group,
with which we have often sharp-
ly disagreed, and its leadership
have resigned the field without a
struggle, welcoming the propos-
ed *'‘national curriculum®. We
will clearly want to reserve the
right 10 criticise ILEA where it
is undermining the basis for a
united defence of a unitary
authority.

As for the leadership’s will-
ingness to dump all the gains of
progressive education, this is a
deep-seated political problem,
which cannot be wished away by

denunciation. Ken' Jones ‘was

Police beat up Trevor Monverville

™

John and Annette Monerville; Hackney, 1st November 1987
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Drop the charges now!

On Sunday November 1st,
Trevor Monerville, his
brother, Peter Thomas, and
a friend, Paul Rolle, were
arrested by Hackney Police,

The two brothers were
beaten up by police officers
before being charged with
attempted robbery, grievous
bodily harm and assaulting
a police officer. It is not
unusual for the police to
charge a person with
assaulting a police officer

right in the last issue of Brigfing
ta call for the content of educa-
tion to be put on the political
sgenda. But how!?

This is as much a problem for
the *“industrial unionism™ ap-
proach of the NUT ({or the
ILTA) as it is for the Labour
Party leadership, There should
be further discussion in Briefing
on this need for a programmartic
strugele for radical education,

A further problem is the urge
from the right 10, as the Leader
of the Kepsington & Chelsea
Labour Group put i, "'make
suré the Party keeps a low pro-
file.”” This is to woo the widest
coalition of wet Tories, chur-
chmen, etc,, into opposition.

1t is an idea that the lett must
clearly resist. It is the parents we
must mobilise; the Labour Par-
1y itself must be a magnet for all
those who want to defend
education.

Another problem is the temp-
tation to go for direct funding
for at least the larger schools, (o
“Opt out of the opt out'. At
this stage, this would be deeply
divisive and derail any possibili-
ty of a mass campaign to defend
the unitary authority,

Kensington & Chelsea would
be one of the smallest education
authorities in the country. It
would ¢clearly not be-able to pro-
vide the kind of strategically
planned support services that
ILEA <¢an. Our nurseries,
already decimated by Health
Authority cuts, would probably
close.

Education would get worse,
Brvan Levitt has already ex-
plained that parents can only
feel praperly involved in their
children's education if they con-
tribute towards it financially!

It will be our responsibility
aver the next two years to ham-
mer home the arguments and
make sure that the political
price for doing this will be too
high. Hopefully, Wandsworth
will go Labour on November
19th and the whole scheme of
carving up ILEA will be thrown
into deep difficulty, '

as an excuse for the police
beating them up.

This whole incident has
more to do with Trevor
Monverville’s campaign for
justice after his detention
by police in January
resulted in a brain
operation, than with the
police fighting crime. The
police have realised the
Trevor Monverville
Campaign is not going to
die down. Al some stage
the police sre going to have

to give a proper account of
what happened to Trevor in
Stoke Newington police
station in January,

The arrest of the three
men and the police
portrayal of Trevor as a
dangerous criminal is all
part of the process of
criminalising black people.
The police are criminalising
Trevor and tring to
discredit the Monerville
family in an attempt to
prejudice public opinion

against the Family and
Friends of Trevor
Monerville Campaign. We
will not let this happen.

o STOP PRESS: On Thursday
November 12th, at 7.30pm,
senior police officers will be
attending & meeting at the
Roots Pool Community Centre
in Montague Road, London
E8, to discuss what happened
to Trevor in Janoary, We ask
that as many people as possible
attend that meeting,

PHOTO: David Hoffman

Jets set for

A mini-Gatwick will be
placed in the heart of
Newham’s Docklands if
latest moves to expand
London City Airport get
the go ahead.

Long beafore the ink was
dry on legal agreements
limiting noise and airport
expansion to propeller-
drive, 50-seater, Short
Take Off and Landing
(STOL) Dash-7s, the airline
industry and the
developers were lobbying
hard to bring in jets,

As early as February {the
airport opened in
November), glossy
brochures and slick videos
arguing the case for the
British Aerospace (BAe)
146, had already been
prepared.

The airport developers,
Mowlems, are giants in the
property waorld, They are
the developers behind the
£400 million Docklands
Light Railway and have
massive investments in
countries as far away as
China.

Never content,
Mowlems know that use
of the Dash-7 alone will
not bring in vast profits.
The BAe 146 has twice the
seating capacity, more
than twice the range, and
is much cheaper to
operate, And crucially,
owners Boeing are shut-
ting down the Dash-7 line.

Thus, the much-vaunted
‘'good neighbour
STOLport'' looks very
much as if it was a stalking
horse for a larger airport

Docklands

scheme, just as objectors

at the Public Inquiry
predicted.
Mowlems have been

pressing Nicholas Ridley to
change the design of the
proposed new Thames
bridge linking Newham and
Greenwich, Unless the
huge towers are lowered,
jets will not be able to get
in.

Once over this hurdle,
Mowlems will submit plans
to the London Docklands
Development Corporation
to extend the runway and
alter planning controls on
noise so as to allow in jet
aircraft.

By John Turkie
Hackney North CLP

* Clearly, Mowlems and
BAe were aware that if ex
pansion plans had been an-
nounced at the Public
Inquiry stage, the Inguiry
Inspector might well have
come out against the
STOLport altogether.

One way or another,
Ridley will ensure the
developers are not

hindered. The airport has
no future unless local peo-
ple are neutralised and
squeezed out, a crucial ele-
ment in the '‘redevelop-
ment’’" of Docklands. It is
only by having the flexibili-
ty to expand and respond
to the market that the air-
port can be really pro-
fitable in the long term.
Already, the runway
borders on back gardens
and is overlooked by a

school, and major terminal
buildings push hard up
against Council flats in
Silvertown, Mowlems
have put in a bid to buy the
school from Newham
Council in order to build a
hotel, and have already ac-
quired more land on the
south side of King George
V Docks for “airport
operations’’ including a
parallel taxiway which will
significantly increase the
airport's capacity.

Throughout recent
events — which lay bare
an elaborate deception by
property developers and
government, — the LDDC
has maintained a public at-
titude of ““we're on the
side of the community'". In
February 1987, the
LDDC’s newspaper carried
a front page headline:
*Jets Ban at City Airport’’.
John Mills, the LDDC vice
chair (former deputy leader
of Camden Council and
stil a Labour Party
member), was quoted as
saying, '‘Thes proposals
would be turned down flat
by us.”’

Never one to let his
politics interfere with his
work, John Mills is bowing
to pressure and changing
the LDDC tune. In a letter
to a local community group
in September 24th 1987,
he says:

““We have given no com-
mitment that jets will be
allowed to use the airport
in the future, but it is clear-
ly premature to rule out the
possibility of this ever
happening.'’




