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Another five yearsof Thatcher would be adisaster for British workers . We would see fobs disappearing at an increcs~

inate. All that we. have fought and worked for in welfare services = health, education, pensions, decent housing

~ would be chopped, shriveled and soldoff to cowboy privatisers. “The present Tory repressive laws would be used to

tock the rights offrade unionists, blocks, women and youth. Reagan's missiles would arrive and ve would be on the

count—down fo a ‘showdown with the commies*, The Tory disease could be terminal.

But a Labour Government would be @

victory for the working class and a
disaster for the bosses. So, why don't
we elect one? The Bermondsey de~
feat showed us how not fo elect one
If we spend months slagging=off the
candidate os ‘extremist! and then ex-
pel five loyal membersof the Party
the night before the election, we
have a good chance of not getting
elected. But if we make it clear
that, if we get elected weare likely
to backslide on all the policies that
workers support usfor, we are certain
to lose.

COALITION?

Already sections of the Left er

ing signs of giving way to the Right

wing led NEC and PLP in the run-up
fo the election. The manifesto looks

likely to be marked by a general
fudging of the issues and we have
heard murmurings amongst the Left
about supporting a future coalition
government and/or allowing a Right
wing putsch against Foot in favour of

short ferm elector al popularity.
IF the Left adopts these positions it
will be following an unfortunatefro
dition of pushing forward on policies

show and then giving way precisely of the
crucial time when the election is

raising political questions in working
peoples consciousness.
A coalition would be the surest guar=
anteof demoralising those who look
fo the LabourParty to stand up for
their interests against the bankers and
bosses. Likewise a Healey-Shore
leadership would open the way to
guaranteeing further betrayals coupl =
ed with witch=hunts which would
dwarf anything seento date.

If, on the other hand, we convince

AL ~
people that Labour will stop Cruise
and Trident missiles, restore the NHS
get us out of the EEC, introduce a
massive house-building programme
and a 35-hour week, and fake away
police powersof arbitrary arrest and
detention, Labour will be the next
Government. This is precisely what
Socialists for a Labour Victory sets
out to do, to convince workers that
we'll stop Thatcher's and Reagan's
war drive, bring back jobs instead
and kick outthe Tories instead of the
Socialists.
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Socialists for a Labour Victory continued. . .

SLY was launched in the House of
Commons on 7 March. It has the sup-
port of the Campaign Group of MPs =
as well os leading Labour figures like
Ken Livingstone. The campaign sets
out to unite all active socialists in

the Labour Party fighting for the
lection of a Labour Government,

committed absolutely fo implementing
conference policies. As a minimum,
these would includ
I. Unilateral nuclear disarmament=
no nuclear weapons in Britain.

2. Withdrawl from the EEC, together
with a re-nationalisation and house~
building programme; restoration and
expansion of the NHS and the edu-
cation service,

3. The repeal of all the Tory anti=un-
fon laws with no incomes policy.

4. Full commitment fo positive action
for women’s rights to work and con=
rol their own fertility, through
public spending on employment,
child-care and health facilities.

5. The repeal ofall the racist immi~

gration and nationality" laws.
6. An increase in civil liberties - re-
duction in police powers and increa-
sin police accountability.

7. Labour's policies cover many other
areas; a united Ireland; support for
the liberation movements in other
countries. These must also be part
ofa socialist campaign,

It is important that we take up this
campaign immediately in the wards,
constituency parties, trade unions,
and community groups. But this will
not be enough. Most of the people
we want fo reach are outside the La-
bour Party, Women, blacks, trade
unionists, youth, are organising inall sorts of fighting bodies against
the Tories.
The women of Greenham Common
scare the Tories far more than a hun=
dred resolutions. The threat of the
May-June People’s March from Glas-
gow to London, gathering the support
of workers across the country in the

run-up fo the election, gives thebosses
nightmares. So the campaign must be
token outwards into the mess anti
Tory movement and bring these com
paigners into the Party fo unite

in
the

Campaign fo bring in a Socialist La~
bour Government.
Practical steps we must take now are:
©) SLV must get the support of es many

PPCs, CLPs, MPs, and trade unions
as possible.

b) SLV must set up a series of region=
al rallies.

<) We must organise the Labour Party
supportfor the People’s March,

d) We must organise LabourParty in-
volvement in Greenham Common,
particularly for the May 24 Day of
Action.

ORGANISE]
A Labour Movement Relly on Mersey=
side in support of Conference Poli
cles, the Greenham Women and the
People's March isthe first step inachieving that objective.

THE UNION OFFICIAL AND THE BARMAID
[Yourarticle "The Barmaid and the
Union Official” was not worthy of the
utter press, Obviausly Ms. McCabe
was upset, tht is conveyed in the
tone of her story. Unfortunately, her
version of events simply does not tally
with reality but perhaps more damag-
ing was your decision, as Editor, to
oublish the article without affording
rhe Union involved and theofficer
responsible an opportunity to confirm
or deny the allegations.
If you had bothered to pick up the
telephone, you would have found out
that the story is pure "Enid Blyton’,
In fact, you may have even discover-
ed tht the full time Official paid fo
recruit, service, represent and
for Bor Staff was a woman. That fact,
would have,of course, smashed the
whole purpose of the article,
| shall not commenton the details
Ms. McCabe's allegations rather|would prefer to meet her ofone of our
regular and well publicised Branch
meetings. If the time onvenient,
hen | would be more than happy to

+ Ms. McCabeat home, at work,
ot leisure or at will.
[After oll, as a barmaid myself, 1 do
appreciate the difficulties of attend
i

ings which confront our mem-

Rather than write fo score points, my
preference is to reach out fo Bar Staff
through your columns.
Let me tell you what the Transport &
General Workers! Union isdoing in
Merseyside for bar staff.

Firstly, | have been appointed full
time to represent barstaff, (Until
November, | was a ber maid), but the
Foct is that the TGWU has put its
money where its mouth is and paid me
full time to organise the bar staff in
this crea, along with other full time
officers whose responsibilities include
bar staff,
Secondly, we hold bar staff branch
meetings every month, The next one
is Tuesday, 29th March and the fol~
lowing one on Tuesday, 26th April.
Both start af 9:30 a,m.inTransport
House, Islington, are meetings
of which the Branch Canitee, the
full time officers and shop stewards
are held toaccount by our members.
We also formulate policy and discuss
how to implement that policy.

Thirdly, we are aware of the vulner
ability of our members and the lack of
Trade Union tradition in the licensed
trades, so instead of talking about if,
We re getting organised. That's why

we are mounting a specific course for]
Bar Staff with a creche provided.
The courseis from Il @um, to 3 pam,
to suit domestic responsibilities,
Action not words! Hanning not pla-
titudes!

Fourthly, as women, we realise the
difficulties facing us in developing
effective rade unicnism.. That's why]
I've written fo all TGWU branches

Merseyside asking for their suppart.|

1 should have thought that a Socialist
Broadsheet such as Merseyside Labour
BRIEFING would have supported our
efforts rather than using us as excuse
to validate its anti-bureaucratic pol-|
itical position.
Those who read this article will now
hopefully bring fo the attention of
bar staff throughout Merseyside the
work we are doing and help us o or
ganise,
Information, leaflets and odvice can
be obtained from Transport House.
Telephane 207 3388 and ask for Clair
Stanley,bar staff official.

Mrs. Claire Stanley
Bar Staff Official
Tew



=Technology of Repression
The first public mesting of the Merseyside Science for People Group ook place on 4th March in the Swan Hotel, About

40 people attended the meeting which took s its topic the alarming increase in riotcontrol technology, and the informa

tion gathering capability of the police. Tim Shallice of the British Society for Social Responsibility in Science,and Phil

Seraton of Edge Hill Collegeyoutlined the waysinwhich the police are becoming the strong am of political control with

weapons on the streets backed up by a decision making bureaucracy. This has been made possible by #mproved infoma=

tion gathering and recall on computers and the advent of 'non

RIOT CONTROL

Water cannon and CS gas were found
to be Ineffective during civil unrest
in America, Hang Kong and Northern
Ireland, The introduction of rubber
bullets in Northern Ireland in 1570
lead fo 3 deaths, | for every 18,000
fired. However, their use as an aim-
able, personal weapon was very lim-
ited and so the plastic bullet was in-
troduced in I975. This "safer" altern=
ative, of 50 yords, has the same ef~
fect as a snookerball dropping from @

30 story tower block. During the per-
Tod April-August 1981 they caused 30
serious injuries or deaths and since
their introduction as a "safe" weapon
one person has died for every 4,000
fired,

Although this weapon is lethal the ef=
factis less shocking than ordinary.
firearms. Thereisno blood on the
streets, a victim dies quietly of
brain damage or infernal bleeding,
hours or even days later, le
certain amount of immunity from pub-
Tic reaction. It also can result in a
cavalier attitude to their use. They
are misused ctclose range for reali
ation and harassment, which has lead
to some of the fatalities.

MISUSE

Misuse of riot weaponry is not con
fined fo Northern Ireland. It hes al
ready been seen during the 1981 riots
in Liverpoolwhen "Ferret"CS gas
cartridges, designed fo penetrate
masonry, were fired directly into the
crowd. Eleven police authorities are
now armed with and frained in the use
of CSgos and plastic bullets including
“mobile forces, used to back up of =
her authorities. The use of these

thal weaponry.

weapons can only lead fo escalation, Reto everyday use and all the opportun=
ities for misuse this implies.

These two areas discussed of the

Al
meeting show how the introduction of
technology by government is being
used for political control as opposed
to social benefit. Police capability
and training in the tactics of social
control and not public protection im=

ply a militarist bureaucracy, with ll
he attendantdecrease in public ac-
countability.

COMPUTERS
The production, storage and use of
plastic bullets must be ceased; infor-
mation held on individuals must be
publicly regulated, and account
bility and Aomocrcy demanded.
Mer: Science for People
Dave 727 0155

A device which automatically reads
Vehicle number plates and then
checks them against the Police Nat=
tonal Computer and the Stolen Vehic=
le Index is on frial af the enry fo the
Dartford Tunnel The special branch

computer has a Teletext printout of

any of these which are "of interest",
this includes about 10% of the popu
lotion. There cre plans for extending
this system to cover the M1 and even=
tually the whole moforway system.

BY POLICE COMMITTEE

(b)accept his reportso far as the use
of guns in incidents involving terror
ists or armed criminals is concerned
(c)supports the decision of the Euro~

pean Parliament and reiterates its

previous decisions abhoring the use of

CS gos os being ineffective and plas
ticrubber bullets as being dangerous
if not lethal in public disorders
{d)advises the chief constable of its

express wish that he should dispose of
his existing stocks of CS equipment,
baton rounds ond riot guns, and that
such Weapons should never again be

used within the County of Mersey
side.
(e)asks finance sub-committee fo ex=
amine the cost in money ond manpow=
er (sic) involved in raining for use of

the equipment described in the report.

MILITARY DESIGN

This device links three of the four
main central police computer sys=
fos. The 4th is the "Command and
Control" computer, based on a mili-
tary design, for the rapid deployment
of police squads in areas of unrest
throughout the country. This removes

any use of discretion by individuals

at the point of unrest ond all actions
Would be determined by the military
style programme.

Experimental use of a local computer
in Skelmersdale has increased the
number of reported incidents by some

thege times with no equivalent increase
in charges brought. This system will

also allow for the storage of informa~

tion picked up by our new style com
munity policing techniques.
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[CRIPPLED ALLIANCE]

The mould breakers have broken with
themselves in Liverpool. Ernest Carr,
leader of the Liverpool SDP, asked fo
stand candidates in 13 out of Live

pool's 33 wards. No agreement has
been reached and the Liberal leader
is now talking of hammering the SDP
at the polls.

WELL-WOMENS CLINICS

Women in Ormskirk and Skelmersdale
are campaigning fo establish well
women clinics in West Lancashire.
Public meetings have so for been sup=
sorted by more than eighty women.
A steering committee is co-ordinat=
ing further action, and anyone who
wants to know more or fo support the
caifpaign can contact the committee
through Judy Pickthall, 237 Prescot
Road, Aughton, Ormskirk.

fOCIALISTS FOR LABOUR VICTORY

Wirral Socialists for Labour Victory
will hold a planning meeting forall
activists at Transport House, Berner
St, Wed, March 30th at 7:30, Con=
tact1, Wellington Rd, New Brighton:

Over3,000 people came fo Wirral on
March 6th to make a stance for peac
Their aim was to form a Peace Chai
from British Nucleor Fuels plant at
Capenhurst fo the Marconi factory at
Neston, where Stingray torpedos are
made. Unfortunately 3,000 were not
quite enough, 5,000 would have been
needed for the six mile link-up. The
demonst ration, however, wasvery
succesful, those present made their
wayto a rally at Capenhurst fo hear
speaches from Frank Alloun, Angela
Phillips (of Greenham Common) and
women from the Capenhurst Peace
Camp, and to be entertained by live

music. That so many did turn up was
clear evidence of the strength of feel~
ing that exists in the Wirral against
nuclear weapons and of the support of
local people for the magnificent ini~
tiative of the women who set up and
ran the Capenhurst Peace Camp.

Following the success of the campaign
to bon plastic bullets and CS gas on
Merseyside (the police committee re-
cently odvised Oxford to get rid of
existing stocks), many socialists are
attempting fo re-establish the Labour
Committee on Ireland on Merseyside
to take up issue such as this which
mak
anti-imperialist struggle in Ireland
and the repressive spin-offin Britian
arising from methods developed by the
RUC and other state agencies. For
details of meetings and campaigns
contact John or Jane on 05l - 728
9982,

Liverpool will now be flooded with
the Focus leaflets quoting our suppos—

#d plans fo close church schools.
Last year they said that the Labour
Party was planning to close down
churches. One Liberal leaflet in
Kensington actually named (with pic~
tures) the churches we were planning
fo close down. In 1895 the some fac-
tic was used by the Tories but against
the Liberals? This is obvously not @

new tactic in Liverpool.

OLICY CONFERENCI

Liverpool Labour Party Policy Con=
ference on March 6 adopted several
radical policies. In education the
party reaffirmed ifs commitment to
11-18 comprehensives, Other commit-
ments include nursery facilities for

every child of 3 years, grants for 16+

students, abolition of compulsory uni<

form and corporal punishment, and a
radical programme for children in

special schools. The Party condemns
the present housing disaster in the

city. The cornerstone of the housing
policy is @ plan to build 3000 munici=
pal houses annually. The Party sup~
ports housing action areas. On social
services the party is committed to re=
storing the cuts in 50 social worker

posts and social work training, tack
ling the unacceptable waiting lists
for homehelps and decreasing charges
or domicilary services. The overall
policy is no cuts and no rent nor rate
charges. This was overwhelmingly
carried on the grounds that any rete
rise would merely pass on Tory cuts.

[GAY SAUNA RAIDED

A sauna in New Brighton, frequented
by members of the gay community was
raided by officers of the Merseyside
Police earlier lost month. Twenty=
six people were taken fo the police
stationfor questioning ranging from
“what were they doing at the sua”
to "names of others who visited the
establishment", Charges were event-
ually lodged against eight people fn-
cluding running a brothel, gross in-
dency and buggery. Meeting places
for gay people on Merseyside are few
and for between and this cftock fs de~
plorcble.

WRITE FOR BRIEFING
Merseyside Labour BRIEFING wel-
comes any contribution from Labour
activists that is not rocist or sexist.
Contributions should be limited to 800
words; longer articles are licble to be

“Articles should be written doubl
d with wide margins. The dead-]

is May 10th. All material should be
nt to MLB, c/o 8 Ashford Rood,

[Meols, Wirral.

Published by
Merseyside Labour BRIEFING

or



Gay Rights will
al Conference

wrday 9th April. The
will be of Shepherd Hall,
Street, Bristol 2 on Satur-

rom 10:30 a.m. fo

The registration fee will be
or £1 (unwaged) and a

ill be provided, For more i

about the conference or the

tour Campaign for GayRights,
ase contoct LCGR, 3 Raleign Rood,

853 IQP, Telephone 0272
3203 (evenings)

[WORKPLACE BRANCHES!

Labour Party workplace branches have
recently been formed in Ormskirk's
Edgehill College and St Helens Col~
lege of Technology. Members report
an encouraging response from college
staff - 25 out of250 st off at St Hel
ens for example,
These workploce br anches are, impor=
tant because they unite workers in

different unions = teaching unions
(not cffiliated to the Labour Party),
manual unions (which are) to clerical
staff whereonly a few may be union=
ised at all.

Well, here | am at the jobby again.
Been looking for a jobsince | don't know when,

One problem is that students are not
technically "employed"by the col~
leges so they can not join the work
place branch. Edgehill has neverthe-
less invited ll student Labour Party
members fo its meetings. And St Hel
ens has organised aseriesof public
mee tings fo promote Labour's policies
leading fo a General Election, Bar-
oara Castle will speak on the Common
Market, Philip Whitehead on educa=
fon and a speaker on disarmament
with the film "Atomic Cafe"

Labour took control of Merseyside
with a comprehensive policy on pol=
icing, which was updated in May of

1982. Its implementation is now in

progress, The Police Policy working
group of the County Party have drown
Up a newsletterto inform Party mem=
bers, advise on developments and
consider future areas of concern fo
the public. It is hoped that the next
County Party GMC will endorse the
circulation of the document fo all
wards and CLPs in the Merseyside
area end that it will stimulate debate
and ideas. Included in the newletter
are views on:

Giz a Job

Low and Order = more police do not
reduce lawlessness.

Consultation with the Public - Com- -

munity liaison forums os a way of in-
creasing police accountability.

Complaints against the Police - Spec-
ial complaints sub-committee of Police
Authority; proposals for new comlaints
procedures.
Community Policing and Public Order-
increasing foot potrols; improving
relationships between police and"
public; banning use of €Sgos and
plastic bullets on Merseyside.

Computers - Securing codes of conduct
for use of police computers,

Many policing issues are being con-
sidered by Police Policy Group, the
views and participation of all party
members are welcome. Contact Paul
Sommerfeld (convenor), 27 ~anning St,
18 (709-251)

EDITORIAL _NOTE]

I FenarTiacive of BURFI
at the left should participate Tn

the Leow cr ONY cebige VK
therefore asking for articles on a
socialist approach to this fssue for the
nextedition of MLB,

The Government say they can't give me a job,
then the bastards have the nerve to call me a slob.
You can't even get a part time jobto earn a bit,

Paid a ten on the bus, t's all I could affad.
11 just have a look at what's on the board,
New Vacancies. Here's one for a travel clerk
"Must be over twenty five". God, that's a lark.
“Be a dentist in the Army, Four thousand pound a year",
afew bob, steady fob, prettygood corser,
“Must be under seventeen, God,

it make's you puke,
If you're in your early twenties you don't get a look.
"Be a representative, travel near and for",
Oh aye,here's the rub, "must have a car, *

What about an office job, "Book Keeper required”,
That's what| usedto be, before | gotfired.
| used to work hard, had to sweat like a skunk,
then they gave me the bullet cos | came back drunk
one dayoff me lunch, Well, it make's you laugh
the bosses did it all the time,but | wasonly staff.
I'm sick of coming here now. Every day's a bore,
Come in, look around and go home. What for?
Look mate, there's three million others unemployed
ind one look around this City makes you paranoid,

and medole doesn't go as far as | can spit.
All I want is a steady job with a decent wage
and no bloody questions about me age.
And Uncle Norman Tebbitt says “Get on your bike",
Yeah, O.K. I'll geta private jet,if you like.
This is the new age, GreatBritain’ dream,
“all men are equal”, ha! don't make me scream.
The pound goes down and theykick up a fuss,
Listen here, Maggie, don't forget about us.
You cango to the Falklands, but Liverpool's too far,
without us, love, you wouldn't be where you are.
Ah, you don't know how much it hurts. I've got me pride
When | see me mates at work, God | ache inside.
Well | must be off, I'm going fo the chippy for me tea,
I do that once a fortnight, a treat you see.
Then I'll go homeand fry to mend me soul,
That's how you feel when you're on the dole.
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Messeysids Labour B

At_the Muni pal Policy Conference

Womenand Blacks Snubbed
Despite passing many radical resolutions several delegates and visitors were a-armed af the manner of many of the debates and the Conference's attitude fo
women and ethnic minorities. The conduct of the debates on housing, positive
action and the general policy on r ates was spoilt by foo many references to per-
sonalities. Comrades suggesting the party should encourage housing co-opera~
tives were instructed by one DLP spokesperson to join the Liberal Party if they
wanted fo pursue Liberal policies. Socialists will have differences of op
on matters like the rate policy, decentralising services , housing co-operatives
and ways of countering discrimination in society. All too often comrades put-
ting alternatives were freated fo personal abuse rather than constructive argu-
ments.
The Conference's most alarming as-
pects was ifs complete refusal to take
positive action on redressing discrim=
ination in society. A resolution from
Anfield calling on the DLP to cam=
paign more rigously on women's fs-
sues (demands 22?) wos remitted on
the grounds that it contained a pro=
posal fo set up a Women's Comittee
on the Council

The saddest episode in the day was the
overwhelming refusal fo adopt the
calls from Abercromby and Church
wards to take more positive action in
dealing with racial discrimination,
The Abercromby amendment (printed
the box) merely called fora rig-

orous interpretation of last year's pol
icy of positive action, Unfortunate-
ly these mild proposals were over
whe lmingly rejected because alleged-
ly they would patronise black: Question must be asked about the

Liverpool Labour Party’attitude fo
fighting racial discriminationina
city whose daily experience is one of
extreme racial disadvantage in edu=
cational, housing and work opportun-
ities.

In the meantime comrades from
Granby Word extend an invitation to
all delegates on the DLP to help canOne delegate informed the conference

that black NALGO members hod op= in the ward in order to air
posed a resolution from the Liverpool Apa RE EneLiverpool Labour Party current afti=bronch because it called for positive yuic'tc race

in
fhe City.discrimination, We learnt later that

iit was true that some (not all) block Sam Semoff
members hod reservations about the Granby L.P.

Diane Henderson
Granby L.P.

Paul Lally
Anfield L.P.

Liverpool motion. But the reason for
their reservation westhat it

did
not go

far enough.

Page §

2) Ensure discrimination by Council

ABERCROMBY. AMENDMENT
Recognising that despite the Equal
Opportunity statement adopted at the
DLP Policy Conferencein 1982, the
Party in Liverpool shill fails to attrac
black members or fo be perceived by
the block communities as genuinely
concerned to combat racism and rac-
ial disadvantage.
This DLP sserts that:
0) It will energetically initiate and
support policies in City Council that
seek both. fo overcome the historical
disodvantage suffered by blocks as
a result of racisminthis city, and fo
respond to special needs.
b) If recognises the importance of
data to show whether equal opportun
ity is being achieved in practice, an
will continue the system of six month
ly “snapshot surveys of the numbers
of black employees - without perm=
anent records on individual files of
racial origin.

<) It will set up a sub-committee of
the DLP on the samebasis as other
standing sub-committees, fo develop
detailed practical proposals to make
a reality of our commitment to pos
tive action, and to re-activate our

policy of liaison with black
groups in the city.

d) Recognising that racial attitudes
are built info this society it
volve the Labour Party in active cam
paigning against recism throughout
the city through regular propaganda
and by a policy of anti-racist educa
tion in schools and colleges.

{This will involve positive actions to:
1) Encourage blacks to apply for
posts.

the skills and qualifications neces
sary to compete equally with of-

te nursery and social services
and other projects that respond fo
special needs. Without positive
action we recognise that existing
and longstanding institutional rac-|



Merseyside Labour Briefing

WIRRAL: Fight For a Manifesto
After several yearsofdiscussing,

a and updating policy, Wirral
District Labour Party has of last drawn
its policy together in the form of a
manifesto. The objective now should
be to present this manifesto to the
people of Wirral as the basis on which
we will fight our election campaign,

DETAILED DOCUMENT

However, there are varying views in
the Party on just how Hhis manifesto
should be presented to the people of
the Borough, These range from a
press release, issues to libraries and
distribution in news agents,to merely
a condensed version in the election
leaflet of each candidate.
One comrade admirably defined the
purpose of the manifesto as a docu -
ment which, on toking control of the
Council, the Labour Perty would hand
to the Chief Officers and say "There
it 1s, get on with it", This, | thought,

Six women from Caperhurst Women's
Peace Camp were arrested on Febru=

ary 2|after a blockade of the gates
to the British Nuclear Fuels Lid.
uranium=enrichment plant at Copen-
burst.

Charged with “obstructing a police=
manin the course of his duty”, th

women appeared in Chester Magist=
rate Court on March 16, Three wo-
men pleaded "guilty", and received
a two-year conditional discharge with
a £I5 fine. The other three women
pleaded "not guilty", and will appear
back in court on April 21.

During the Court proceedings, no one
from the women's families nor from
thelr host of supporters was allowed
in the court room. This was done in a
deliberate cttempt fo intimidate the
women and fo discourage ofhers who
might feel compelled to resort fo civil
disobedience to rid the world of this
nuclear madness. In another attempt
to intimidate, some of the women
were strip-searched of the time of ar~
rest,

hod convinced many party members of
the n

[KE
The manifesto currently runs af 25-30
pages,

"oo
long” came the cry,

no-one will read it" was notte r.
But the most disturbing remark was
"what's the point of putting all that
effort (and money) into a manifesto?
People know what we stand for".

IN OR OWN WORDS

Do people know wht the Labour Par=
ty stands for? If so how do they
know = through what they read in the
right wing press? If we do not fell
them they rely on the distorted, big=
oted meanderingsoffor example,
the editor of the Wirral Globe. It is

CLOSE DOWN OF CAPENHURST

Approximately 50 supporters stood in
the hall wayoutside the court room -

singing peace songs fo lend encour ~
agement fo the women inside. Fol-
lowing the court appearance, the
mixed group of supporters moved out=
side to link arms and dance through
thestreetsof Chester singing songs
and passing out leaflets fo passers-by ,
According to the women, the act of
blockading the gates and the related
actof invading the CEGB duck pond
in small boats were done to draw at=
fention to the fact that more and more
of our public lands are being faken
overto build these horrifying death
centres, The duck pond had original~
ly been used by the villagers of Cap=
enhurst until it was fenced off by
BNFL someyears ago.
As was the original plan, the Capen-
hurst peace camp closed on Internat=
ional Women’s Day, March §. The

womenhad chosen to campaign a Cap~
enhurst for a limited time with three
malor objectives in mind. They want
ed first of all to draw atfention fo the
continued involvement of the BNFL

plant in milit ary cctivities, while

essential thet we, in our own words,
tell people about the Labeur Party
and socialism.

SERIOUS ALTERNATIVE
If the Labaur Party is going fo present
a serious alternative to the adminis~
tration of Wirral, a full public dec=
Iaration of what we stand for, what
we will do and how we will do it is

essential, Anything less is merely
accepting the status quo that Wirral
is, always hos been and always will
be under the conirol of the Tories.

| dismiss the question, "Does the La=
bour Party actually want to foke con
trol of the Wirral*, OF course we do
ceneeodon’t we?

Gaynor Former
Wirral DLP
EC member

professing fo be a civilian facility.
Secondly, the women wanted to alert
local peace groups fo fhe dangers of
the new MOD enrichment plantaf
Capenhurst, which supposedly will
supply fuel for Trident submarines,
but could also provide highly=enrich-
ed uranium for bomb purposes, Lastly
the women wanted to inform bath
BNFL workers and local villagers
about the dangerous activities that go
on at Capenhurst.
Since these activities are seen as an
on-going process, the womenhave
chosen to re-form os a Merseyside
women's peace group, and will con=
tinue to campaign, not only on Cop=
enhurst, butother peace issues os
well.

Capenhurst Women
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A WOMAN'S PLAGE ?
In a letter to the last editon of BRIEFING, Sam Semoff pointed out that most womenviewedthe Labour Party as rele
vant, because women live in a society "where all frames of reference bear the stamp ~ ml 1 would like to expand
this notion, because | feel that, if the Labour Party is fo encourage more women fo oin its ranks, there is a need for a
Fundamental shift in attitude by the Party and its members,

At present, except for a few token
women, the LabaurParty seems to per-
petuate society’ tactics of making
women invisible ~ except for when
forced fo acknowledge them (e.g. the
Greenham women) or when it suits fo
display them (e.g. Pornography). It
seems hat the Labour Party mirrors
wider saciety's approach ~ that of
paternalism and traditionalism.

Traditionally, men have been the ‘do
ers’ ~ the politicians, writers, fight-
ers and orators. Thelevelheaded,
assertive, rationalists, Women have
been seenas the child carers (but not
the paediatricians), the cooks (but
not the chefs), the nurses (but nothe
doctors), the airline hostesses (but not
the airline pilots), the absent-minded
(but not the professors). Womenare
portrayed as the non-assertive, self-
secrificing, caring gender. These

views have been part of our society
for thousands of years, If seems fo me

to be extremely naive fo believe that
all of this counts for nothing as soon
as people walk info Ward meetings,
ond all members are suddenly *equal’.
Both the masculine and feminine ster-
otypes have qualities which | would
fudge to be positive in any human be~
ing. Equally, both genders are as-
signed what | would see as negative
qualities.

WOMEN'S STRENGTHS

s not bout women becom—

ing men. Wamea's groups have flow
ery, and part

|Laterarlwomen's strengths and we oknesses, and

attempt to reinforce the formerand
rectify the latter, If is depressing fo

see how few men are engaged in simi=

lor tasks. For example, women are
working fo g ain confidence and speck

out, but how many men are practising
listening - not merely hearing, but
actively listening. However, working
in a women's group as opposed fo a
mixed group is quite a different exper=
fence. Women tend fo gain confi~
dence in men's absence, but in mixed
groups (and Labour Party meetings)
are greeted by the some "by men, for
men, about men" routine.

POLITICS - MEN'S DOMAIN?

Creches, food prices, contraception,
abortion and child benefits should not
be seen as "womens issues”, but as
peoples issves, which are of vital
concern to both Labour Party men and
women, | feel that the irrelevance
of the Labour Party to women is not

related to its policies, butin the Par=
ties approoch to issves and in ifs afti~
tude towards female members, Histor
ically, politics has been men's dom

main, and so the mechanics of poli=
tics have developed fo be those in
which men are comfortable, The sol-
ution should not ie in women "getting

used toit"or “learning the ropes”,
This assumes that a male designed/cre-
ated systemisinnately correct, and
equality far women then means learn=
ing to exercise their new found con
fidence and ‘freedom in apeing men's
behaviour and traditions,

RQ
PERSONAL/POLITICAL

| feel that positive change relies on
men as well as women modifying their
behaviour. Also, | think that the sol=
ution lies on the personal-political
level. The problem seems fo be that
men, as always, are in control, and
either like that way, or couldn't be
bothered with the effort of changing.
For women fo function well within the
LabaurPerty, men will have to relin=
quish a good deal of their power and
traditions, | don't see that it is in
their (short term) interests, and | can
nat,see that they will, This makes
me afraid for socialism, Is that oo,
to be male defined? Are women to

in some
kirbe inv of patriarc=

hal but "socic society? No won=
der that mst women look once af the
Labour Party and then move on. The
Labour Party must be seen fo be not
only supportive of women's issues,
but also living that support in mem
bers* behaviour and attitude fowards
women in the Party, and women in
general.

Pam Blain
Sroadgreen LLP,
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From Bermondsey to Edgehill
When | first became actively involvedin politics in 1968, it was only natural
that I should join Bermondsey Labour Party. | knew of those radical organisa
tions with the strange initials, Unfortunately, the Bricklayers Ward in Spa
Road I5 years ago was about as inspiring as an omnibus edition of Crossroads,
The politics was strictly parish pump == the most heated issue, | seem fo remem=
ber, was that of dogs fouling the pavements.
1 asked about the Young Socialists;
“The trouble with them was thot they

cal. We hod fo close
them down",

BermondseyLabour Party was, in 1968,
obviously not where things were at.
It wasnot concerned about Vietnam,
South Africa, anti~fascism and ll the
otherburning issues of the day. If

was senile, complacent and reaction=
ary.

Like a lotof others on the Left, |

s0ught to bypass the Labour Party un
til I realised that the revolution not
going to be made between Kings
Cross and the Caledonian Road. By
the time | properly reintegrated info
the LabourParty | hod moved to Liv=

erpool, Edge Hill. A ‘safe’ Labour
seat for 30 years, and an MP who had
done nothing for his constituents for
mostof that ti

By 1977, the movement for democra=
tisation in the Labour Party was on the
up and Edge Hill CLP unanimously
kicked out Sir Arthur Irvine as ifs
MP. When he died, however, a by=
election in March 1979 turned a
large Labour majority info a Liberal
majority of over 8,000,

EDGE HILL

“There cre three important differences
between the Edge Hill by-election
and Bermondsey. Firstly Edge Hill
has an extremely low proportion of
council housing. Secondly, the Lib~

‘erals have beenin control of Liver-
pool City Council for a number of

years and have used this position fo
political advantage, especially in

the sphere of housing. (The frequent
libel writs Liberals issue against op=
ponents prevent me from further com=
ment).

Finally the Edge Hill Labour candi-
date in 1979 (March and May). had
the charisma of a sponge pudding and
the local Labour Party was no match

forthe Liberal campaign machine.
In all other respects however the by
elections were very similar.

SMEAR

In Edge HillinMarch 1979, the Nat-
fonal officers of the Labour Party gave
us the distinct impression that they
were out to lose us the seat. It wasn't
s0 much a deliberate ploy assheerin
competence and ineptitude.

Secondly, many voters will not take
the explanation "it has all changed
in the Labour Perty now that the
right wing has been kicked out".
Theysee what has happened to them

Ci failure of Labour, pure and sim=
ple.

In Edge Hill we thought that Alfonts
victory would be reversed in a Gen-
eral Election. It didn’t happen. (His
majority was cut from 8,000 fo 4,000,
This is now a safe Liberal seat,)

The Liberals are presenting an image
locally that they are like what the
Labour Party used to be, or rather
what people imagine it used fo be.
In Bermondsey, | think the same thing
will happen. | cannotsee the Liberal
being shifted no matter how 'good"
the Labour candidate, and clearly
Peter Tatchell is the best Labour MP

Bermondseynever had.

A fundamental lesson to learn from
these two by-election defeatsis the
difficulty of frying to relate political~
ly to old working class people. Old
pecple are passive victims of councils,

planners, media and government
Ts really the problem of ageism" the
left must address itself fo.

43% of the Bermondsey electorate
were classedas elderly one of the
media surveys. They really were the
one to fall victim fo the anti-Tatchell
smears put about by the dog robbers
dog O'Grady, probably with the help
of fascist elements. Examples of this
I heard were “Do you know that if

you're gay or lesbian you can get @

council flat dead easy" or "They
say Peter Tatchell lives on the Rock-
inghem Estate but he doesn'tactually
live there *

Despite the press, the Right wing ex-
Labour mafia, the Foot leadership,
the bigotry, fc. Peter Tatchell won
nearly 8,000 votes. That in itself
is a victory. Tatchell has helped in
the restructuring and rebuilding of the
Labour Movement. | hope he stands
again in the General Election and
wins the seat.

Thenof course there was the smear

campaign on the lines of "Labour hi=
jocked by Trofskyists", In Bermond=
seythe Liberals didn't go in for

because O'Grady ond Fleet
Street were doing If for them. Never
theless, Liverpool Liberals are well-
known for their dirty politics.

People said that Bermondsey was a
freak result. They said the same a=
bout Edge Hill. In my opinion the -

Liberals will go on winning seats like
these over the next five years,

They have the best by-election ma=
chinery of all three major parties and

can really concentrate their forces.
The present project of the Labour
Right is for an SDP mark IL, This
must be resisted. An exodus from the
LabourParty of people who don't like
losing elections will be an object be~
trayalof socialism.

Peter Tatchell hes politicised Bermond=

sey Labour Party. Thatis the reason
why he is hated by our enemies. We

have fo carry on that struggle and
turn electoral defects info victory.

BosHardy
Picton L.P.



The debate on the future of the Labour Party continues of all levels, Nowhere was this more evident than a the recent
AGMs ofthe LCC and CLPD, Briefings and their role are an integral part of this debate. A conferenceof Briefing

supporters was held in London on Feb 5th and, on these pages, we publish the views of two local activists who attended.

The organisers hod expected the conference to be a small working one; in the nt about 80 or 90 people turned up,
mainly from London, but with a strong contingent from Brighton and 10-12 people from Merseyside, Manchester, Strat~
clyde, Bristol, Oxford and the West Midlands.

OUR TASK

Grahem Bash, editor of Landon Labour
ing (LLB) set the background far

the day. He emphasised that the idea
of a national network was certainly
not to set up yet another national
“left group". Rother he sow it as
building up a structure within which
we can unify our forces, *Our cen=
tral task?, he said *is to transcend
those divisions which prevent us from
feeling our strengtht,

BREAKING DOWN DIVISIONS

The cim of LLB hd always been fo
breck down these divisians. First fo
combat the isolation of the left in the
CLP?s by providing a line of commun=
ication between them, Second, fo
bring together the 'revolutionary*
and the *Bennite* left. Third fo oct
as a bridge between the women's
movement (and single issve campaigns)
and the labour movement, Fourth, to
link our struggles with those in other
countries. And finally, though by no

means lest, ro break down the di=
visions between politics and life it~

self?
Graham felt that now was a vital
time to press forward on all these

fronts. Taking a lesson from the ex=
perience of LLB he suggested that
this could only be acheived by work=

ing together tin practice"; focussing
our activity on organising for a La=

bour victory.
REPORTS

This introduction was followed by re-
ports from the ather Briefings, Com
rods from Brighton and Strathclyde
spoke about how their “Briefings”
hod been set up, what their political
bases were, and what type of iswes
they

had
been involved in.
port from Merseyside, | ex=

plained how ve had formed. | argued
tht despite our circulation (1,000
last issue) we hod hod less impoct
than we could have had, and that me
reason for this was the lackof cam=
paigning activity for us to focus our
work around.
There were also reports from the W.
Midlends and Bristol, and comrades
from Manchester and Oxfordtold us
that talks were underway to launch
Briefings in their areas.

PAROCHIAL?

In discussion several speakers cri

cised the fparochial® outlook of all
the Briefings. Some argued that some
formal national coordination was nec=
essary to combat this, On the other
hand one person argued against any
form of collabor atlcn between the
various gs. In a particularly
useful contribution John Bloxam

pointed out that campaigning on local
Tssues and collaborating fogeth
should not be counterposed, He said
that we have to strive fo work foget~
her and, of the same time,we have
to respect the autonomy of the differ-
ing local Briefing groups.
The session closed with wha | took
to be general agreementtht it would
be useful if all the groups discussed
trying to devote space in their next
few issues on campaigning for confer=
ence policies andfor a Labour victory
in the General Election.

PERSONALPOLITICS
After women's and men's caucus meet=

ings during lunch, the conference re-
sumed with what was for me its most
interesting session = on personal poli-
ties.
Cath Tate from London pointed at
that articles in the "Street-Life Sup~
plement" of LLB whilst often less radi=
cal than those in Spare Rib efc.,

causedten times more apoplexy in
the establishment. Cath felt that this
over reaction occurred because by.
bringing these issues closer foconven-
tional politics, Briefing hod made
them more difficult fo ignore.
Anne Bliss spece cbout the conflicts
between being a parent and a coun~
cillor, "What kind of a saciety are
we building! she asked, ifin order
to be politically active we have fo
be childless?"
The overwhelming imprassion of this
session was that we were really talk=
ing together, People were nof afraid
to expose their weaknesses, and there
was a real sense of unity of purpose.
Jane Stockton summed it up by saying
that it was not a matter of choosing
between politics and our personal
lives, but of finding ways and struct=
ures which release us from being
forced to make such choices,

LINKS
During the second half of the affer-
noon Ken Livingstone talked about
the lessonsfor the left which had
come out of the SGLC experience’,
The Left had to be more supportive
and less critical, he said, Kenstres-
sed thet for him the greatest success
of the GLC had been in establishing
links between Labour in local govern-
ment and the community outside.

cont,



As | have moved fo London, it wos
possible for me to attend the “Towards
A National Network” conference
advertised onthe backof February/
March Merseyside Labour BRIEFING
(MLB). In the absence of pooled
Fares, only twoother people from
outside London/Brighton attended ~
one from Merseyside and one from
Strathclyde.

"HARD LEFT"
The discussions were firmly rooted in
the concerns of the London-based
“Hard Left", and it is first necessary
10 set out this context, The heyday
of London Labour Briefing (LLB) was
2-3 years ago - a time of success in
removing right-wing councillors, and
often replacing them with their own
supporters; a time of advance on con=
stitutional reform; when the memory
of the failures of the last Labour Gov-
ernment was sharp; and when indust=
rial militancy and confidence was at
a much higher level than today. The

Left appeared firmly entrenched, and
with a monopoly of effective organis~
ations was making gain offer gain
if the wards and CLP's. There were
significant defections fran the Right
fo the SDP, The problems of holding
office (e.g. on the GLC) had not yet
been mef, Clear and winnable goals
were being supported by LL8, and
they were organised with enthusiasm
ond often success,

LEFT DISUNITY
Since then, the situation has chang
ed. The Benn campaign has led fo
disunity on the left, and the right has
organised, Un employment has shat=
tered trade-union militancy. A split
has developed ontheleft between
those who wish fo continue as before;

Jeremy Corbyn spoke on the need fo
build bridges between the industrial
and political wings of the movement,
This was an area which LLB hod ne
glected; the establishmentof work
place branches provided an opportun=
ty to work towards this end.

CQMMUNITY GROUPS

A report from Lesley Lee on working
with local community groups stressed
that our role was to provide support for
their initic Briefings, she felt,”

BRIEFING———BRIEFING

What next for BRIEFING ?
and those who felt the priority was fo
defend existing gains and fo broaden
support, both for the left within the
Party, and for the Party within the
Country. These two contrasting views

were expressed in MLB No |, pages
4%nd5,
In the last few months, the "Hex
Left" has found its politics and its
leaders are decreasingly popular with=
in the left as a whole. Theyhave
suffered significant” defeats in the
National LCC and the Campaign for
Labour Party Democracy (CLPD).
LLB is one organisation in which the
"Hrd Left" is unchallenged, and it ©

is therefore logical that in attempting
to rebuild their political influence

they should attempt fo use "Briefing"
as a base, and to change it from a
loose and open organisation fo some=
thing tighter and more closed, Al-
ready, LLB has become a membership
organisation, with only paying sup=
porters allowed fo vote af the previ=
ously openmeetings.

BENNITES WORTH THEIR SALT

At the conference,
porters know themselves as The Left,
and this was described as consisting of
‘three types of supporfers = the Trot=
skyist groups around *Socialist Chal=
lenge’ and “Socialist Organiser! and
the unaligned (not all Trofskyists)
who one speaker described cs "Benn
ites worth their salt*. It is the inten-
tion of LLB to promote a Briefing Net=
work which would put over the politi=
cal line agreed by the three groups
which they define as "The Left",
This is in contrast to the much more.

Hard Left" sup=

had to try to provide the natural con=
nections between the Trade Unions
and the rest of the community
There was also a useful contribution
from Bryn Griffiths on how fo produce
a Briefing. Much appreciated - even
by those of us who thought we had
learned quite a lot in that areal

Finally the conference discussed and
passed a resolution calling on LLB to
sponsor a meeting of CLP and TU

Merseyside Labour BR.

diverse politics which are found with
Merseyside BRIEFING. For instance,|in the absenceof localelections
in London this year, local government
work is no longer seen as priority.
One specker stated clearly that he
felt Merseyside BRIEFING Yoo. bros

and clearly this is a key issue fo be
decided by each local Briefing Group
Itisunfortunate that most local
groups did not attend the London
meeting.

THE CHOICE

Either the priorities of the founding
statementare continued — "Wewill
campaign on issues, but we are not a
“line publication — or like LLB,
MLB identifies itself with a particu~
lor set of policies within the Porty,
and serves primarily fo promote those
policies, There is also the view that
promotion of political debate in it~
self is a positive political force which|
challenges Merseyside’s geriatric pol-}

tics, And genuine debate can only
be sustained while opposing views
are given fair coverage, and the
readers cbility todecide the best case
fully respected, The decline in in-
fluence of LLB should serve as a warn:
ing of the dangers of pursuing the
wrong course, But the questions can
only be decided on Merseyside, Gi
en my view that interference by Lon=
doners is unlikely fo be helpful, |

will restrict myself fo this report of
facts as | see them, and will leave
the actual debate fothose directly i

volved.

Graham Barrett

cctivists to press for the inclusion of
conference policiesin the manifesto
and discuss how to campaign for a
Labar Victory.

All in all a very useful day, sharing
experiences and exploring oursireng-
ths, a process which | believe should
continve. For me the journey was
well worth it.

Stuart Marshall-Clarks
Hoylake L.P
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ECHO AND THE MONEYMEN
Do you want to hear some good news? It's not difficult in Liverpool, Oneofthe leading BBC Radio stations, the 'bri~
ghtest? independent and then there's the Rost & Echo = all canpeting to bring you the news and happy hours. You might
be less than happy if you were a Croxteth parent concerned about education cuts. Or a journalist thinking of examiningthe background of a school closure, Because yas won't find much in the local media to inform you about local govern
ment; its just too expensive for a paper fo research those issues, to pay the staff fo ask the questions fo write the stories,
This editorial guidance extends across the board with the same Firm hand because the firms that handle the news (and
thelr directors and distributors) tend to be the same people (and keep the same company, whether the company of Radio
City or the Post). A pattern has emerged on Merseysic

There is an urgent need for an oltarn-
ative news service on Merseyside that
recches out beyond the confines of
party activists and examines issues
that the other sources arent interest-
ed in, The General Election com
paign of 1979 has heightened consci=
ousness within the Labour Party of the
devastation that well-organised press
campaigns can unleash, Every day of
the Bermondsey by-election campaign
confirmed Peter Tatchell's attacks a
undemocratic power. But foo often
debate in the labour movement on
this vital isse is tunedinto@ moan
about media bios", The idea of bias
presupposes that the press evercould
be objective; it certainly isn't in~

tended to be. The professional skills
involvedin naturalising the idea that
* industrial news" means "Who's on
strike" aren't deployed by the fgnor=
ant in need of correction, Reforms
enshrined in the (unsuccessful) cam~
paign for a right of reply! are very
necessary but we must also grasp the
rel netlle; the establishment of
community newspapers, Because i
vital that the supply of information
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monopolised byexisting papers be
challenged in some small, even amo-
teur way, but with the same commit~
ment as fhe lobour movement hes dem=

ng the presenta
tion of those stories that do appear.

USEFUL NEWS

The free press is a familiar expression
on Merseyside, but it has nothing fo
do with the kind of free press James
Goldsmith would like fo buy. The
Liverpool Free Press was, for several
years in the 1970's, the most success=
Ful alternative newspaper in the coun-
try with a circulation of 10, 000 for
monthly issues. It was exceptional in

that it was written by professional
fournalists and achieved celebrity by
digg

g contracts, The essen=
tial point of the LFP was that its pol=
tical impact lay more in what it cov=
ered than In what its particular poli
tics were. ts news content touched!
a nerve on Merseyside that no amount
of abstract analysis can hope fo do.
Papers such as ‘Left Out! and the
Merseyside Labour Briefinghave
different

aims
and functions and as

Brian Whitaker, a LFP editor, admits
in his book on the alternative press,
("News Ltd", Minor ity Press Group,
1981) the “Free Press" itself quickly

into the corrupt fandationsof

But notexactly a new sound.

faced a dilemma. Many readers
found the paper foo critical, oo neg
ative without a balanced emphasis on
the positive efforts of working people
to improve their lives and communi~

But the essential point was that
the LFP's news was useful; a popular
readership learnt very quickly the
functions of some of the more obscure
arecs of the Mersey machine.
Any such project obviously foces
huge difficulties; it ideally should
lose the status of ‘project as soon as
possible and become very much the
paper of the paople it's writing chout?
It needs fo appear regularly, accur~
ate, well-researched, well-designed
and relevent. initially|think that
such a paper Is best starting small and
covering the basic issue thataffects
Merseyside ore than any other area
within localcontrol = housing, the
rents, rates and repairs. The news
that could be useful , the news that
helps, in the smallest way,the begin=
nings of a free press.

If you're interested in the potential
(or problems) of such a paper contact
Patrick Hawkins on 342-6990,

Patrick Hawkins

Em
————

Merseyside Labour BRIEFING.

An Independent Socialist Paper



Merseyside Labour BRIEFING

Press panics the Party
It is @ widely held belief in the Liverpool Labour Party that the right wing has the sole prerogativein spoiling Labour's
chances of winning the next General Election. However in early March the Liverpool Labour Party helped to score a few
own goals both nationally and locally. The sue concerned Liverpool's Labour Party's plans for education in the ty.
The DLPPolicy conference spent alittle over an hour discussing education. Owing fo a lack of time and perhaps interest
many other topics were not debatedand accordingly were carried without dissent with the documentas a whole.

LABOUR'S PLAN TO AXE?

Thepolicy document, now party pol=
icy, was passed on fo the press. The
Echo (March 8) headlined one feature
that had possed unnoticed and that
was "Labour's plan fo oxe city's re
ligious schools, The report also con-
tained certain remarks mode by Dom-
nic Brady the DLP Education spokes
person, regarding the financial ond
legol sanctions the Labour Porty might
reluctantly explore to achieve its
aim,

THE POLICY STATEMENT

The section on church schools goes
alotfurther than last year whi

merely carried a statement critical
of the manner of Catholic school re~
organisation. Itstates: “The L:

pool Labour Party would like to see

an end to the division of schools by
religion..ideally we would have
wanted an integrated system especi
ally as the Roman Catholic communi~
ty is working class, Ecumenical
schools in some estates would have
been a maor benefit fo the city.
This does not appear feasible although
Lobaur will enter discussions with Ro=

man Catholic authorities and parents
on this mater",

LABOUR'S RESPONSE

The untimely combination of the Ed
cation document, D, Brody's state
ment and the Echo rficle set the
alarm bells ringing both nationally
and locally. Local Alliance MP's
were quick fo get national publicity
by putting down motions condemning
Labour in the House of Commons.
The national Catholic press carried
critical articles. Labour's response
was to express more clearly what wos
implicit in the document: Labour has
no plans to close church schools (in
fact the Labour Party is currently
campaigning against Liberal plans to
close 26 Catholic Primary schools).

r and Kinnock made stafe~
ing reassurances fo the par~

ents. The officersof the Liverpool
DLP praduced a long statement with
the pledge that no church school
would be closed without the consent
of the church authorities. However
desoife these denials two Labour
Councillors (Burke and Lafferty) are
quoted in the Catholic press that they
would not carry out Labour's plan and
Jim Lloyd the Leader ofthe Labour
Group on Knowsley Council has dis
associated his group from Labour's
plan.

LESSONS

Several immediate lessons can be
drawn from this unhappy offair. If
district policy statements contain as
theyoften do long term objectives
alongside the more immediate propo
sals, they should not be released di-
rectly to the press. Prepared state~
ments of what the Labour Party in-
tends to do In office should be relea-
sed.

In future Labour spokespersons should
be careful to avoid the press direct=-
ing them away from the main purpose
of our policy. To be fair to Dominic
Brady the Party as a whole is f00 of
ten guilty on this. The Labour Party
should take leaf out of the Tory’s
book. They run extensive training
courses for their people in how to
handle the media.

The discipline of some Labour council
Tors must be called info question.
They appear to have taken thelr cue
from thecapitalist press rather than
checking with the Liverpool DLP. All
100 often in recent years have many
leading figures in the party allowed
themselves to be quoted attacking a
person or part of the party on purely
the image that the press have served
up to them,

The most important lesson is funda-
mental to many of the current debates
going on in the Labour Party af pre
sent, Democratic socialism obviously
involves a continuing compromise be~
tween long term ideals and immediate
practice. The tension between the
two cfs on oll of us. Howeverit
cannotbe resolved bypious long-term
assertions which are then immediately
rendered null and void by pragmatic’
disclaimers. That is nc the road to
socialism, it leads ly to confusion
and disillusion.

Paul Lally,
Anfield Ward
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We must not accept
Why has the witch hunt begun?
The purge has begun. The expulsion of the fiv

election demonstrates the contemptof the NEC both for the democratic
"Militant" editorial board members on the eve of the Bermondsey by

it of "Militant"and for the electoral success
gf

Sa rorty. The NEC have pleyed o consciously cynical note in ensuring the defeat of Tatchell. I amounted to soba-

tage ofthe election campaign,

Totchell faced a full scale Dr. Goeb-
bels-style smear campaign from the
media and the political opposition
centred on anti-gay bigotry. The

Labaur candidate fought a courageous
and uncompromising campaign only to
be stabbedin the back by his “own®

party leadership on the eve of poll.
A more criminal noe could not have
been played by the leadership if the
NEC had consisted of a setof cloned
Ramsey McDonalds, Phillip Snowdens
and JH. Thomas's

Tatchell is not a revolutionary by any
stretch of the imagination. He is

very much a left reformist radic
By "extra-parliamentary activity" he

meant little more than CND type
peaceful demos and liberal protest
Gctions, And neither are "Militant"
"revolutionary organisation, des~

pite the fairy-tale media articles ac
Cusing them of waning fo overthrow
capitalism by force, A quick glance
of their pamphlet “What We Stand
For" reveals a peaceful reformist
strategy in which the transformation
of capitalism would be "carried thro=
ugh in Parliament by means of an En=

abling Bill" (P. 23).

But, however much serious socialists
might be sceptical about the ability
of either “Militant” or Peter Tatchell
to provide the necessary political
answers in the struggle ogainst the
bosses and their agents in the leader=

ship of the Party; it Is fust as true
that their muddled pasition to the
right wing acts to destablise the Party
and make it an unreliable instrument
in governmentfor controlling the
working class, should the bosses need
it as an alternative to Thatcher. In

the present crisisthis is doubly prob=
lematical for the bosses.

resulting in a Liberal victory.

In order to resolve the declining pos=
ition ofBritish capitalism with respect
to Japan, West Germany and the
USA, a new redistribution of the
semi colonial world between the im=

perialist powers is necessary. This

must go hand in hand with the over=
turn ofthe nationalised property re=
|ations and the reintroduction of cap=
italism in the Eastern block = hence
the cold war offensive, the nuclear
arms race, ond the drift towards a
third, and Final nuclear world were
The growth of the CND = influenced-
left within the party, ogain makes
the ruling class uneasy about the use-
fulness of Labour in office as a stable
instrument of capitalism.

The witch hunt is designed to curb
the left in orderfo re=impose "stabil
ity" in theparty so thatitcan carry
out its function cs an instrument of
imposing wage control and war on the
working class. The danger in the
witch huntis that the left organisa=
tions will choose fo abandon the pol=
cies needed for the defence of the
working class in order to avoid ex
pulsion, Instead of stepping up the
attack on the pro-imperalist, pro-
Nato witch hunters in the Party Lea=

dership and their “left cover” (e

Ben's loyalty speech af the confer-
ence).

However, the danger of nuclear war
can only be combatted infernational-
ly. More than ever before, the inter
national working class needs an inter
national perty with a common inter~
national democratic process and @

common international discipline,
that it Is necessary fo effectively
combat and disarm world imperialism
and Stalinism, before theydestroy
us, The size of this task must not pre~
vent usfrom doing the maximum to

e his goalnow,

Healey == Witch-hunter-in-Chief}

It is not without significance that one
of the items on the witch huners*
register was a question about whether
groups were prepared fo renounce all
international links in favour of the
pro-impericlist Socialist *Infernation=
al". This sham “international that
has collapsed at every serious fest
since the First World War, is merely a
front for organised chauvism,Trot=
sky's fight for the construction of a
genuine international party = the Four-
th International = should be the fight
of all Labaur activists, if they are to
have any chanceof defeating world
imperalism's cold war drive, and fo
avoid the treacherous duplicity that
Peter Tatchell hes experienced af the
hands of Her Majesties loyal opposi=
tion of pro~imperialist flunkies. If we

are forced fo vote such a gang of re=
cctionaries info government, It is

merely because we consider if the
best method of giving them sufficent
political rope to hang themselves in
the eyes of those workers who still
have illusions in them; nothing more,
nothing less,

Chris Erswell
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Sociaismthe expulsions!
STOP THE PURGE NOW! ==Wirral CLP

A spectre is haunting the Labour Party = the specre of socialism. For most of its history, the Labour Party has been dom-
inated by those who see Clause IV as @ meaningless ritual incantation, irrelevant to a mixed economy, Labour's aim, to
them, should be fo moke capitalism palatable, fo soften the edges and care for the weak while stil preserving the sort of
society where one can drink a good claret in one's Sussex farmhouse and reflect on the rewardsofalife dedicated to
tsocialism?,

The rise of the left and the democratic reforms df recent years haveupset the applecart, The response fo those changes
has split the right wing into theGang of Four and their coterie of clapped aut parliamentary hacks on the one hand and
those who have stayed to fight their corner within the Labour Party on the other, It is important to recognise that the
difference between these two groups is fundamentally one of tactics r other than policies where, on major issues such as
disarmament, the EEC or incomes policy, there is den little if anything to choose between them.
Where they differ is in the means of achieving their ends, The SDP believes that the best chance liesin snuggling up
with the Liberals and convincing enough of the public to vote for its image (they would hardly votefor its policies) fo
enable it to get its foot in the door of government. To the hard right still within the party this was a cowardly action by
a group whose bottle had gone, they believed that it was possible fowinthe fight within the party, with the help of

their natural allies in many of the unian bureauracies.
Both groups share a desire for reunion;
the SDP wishing for more defections,
the hard right hoping fo draw beck
the defectors into a purged Labour
Party. The precondition for this is
the destruz tion of the left at any price
up to and including electaal defeat,
OF course, defeat for the Labour
Party at the forthcoming General
Election would not necessarily be a
defeat for Healey andhisfollowers =
there is always the possibility of a
coalition of ‘moderate elements",

The lengths to which the right will go
have been made clear in recent mon
ths, A prime example of this has
been the deliberate sabotage of Lab~
ours chances in the Bermondsey by-
election
WHO IS NEXT FOR THE STAKE

But, of course, the most serieus action
by the right has been the witch hunt,
reaching itsfirst climax on February
23 with the decision of the NEC to
expel the five members of the editor-
ial board d the Militant, If is absolu=
tely clear that Golding, Duffy and the
rest would like to get rid of thousands
of socialists and that the attack on
Militant is just a start,
Weshould be in no doubt thatthe hit
list extends well beyond itsoriginal
targets to all other indentifiable left

groupings. Indeed it may well be
tht the change of course will come
sooner rather than later. Golding
recently admitted, during a television
interview, tht it would be very

di

ficult legally to expel ordinary
font supporters, or even PRC's, On
the elitist presumption that it is only
necessary fo cut off the head for the
remainder fo flap around aimlessly
like decapitated chickens, ‘names!
connected with Socialist Organiser,
Briefing, Socialist Challenge (Action)
and so on are likely to find the fag
gotsbeing piled under them in the
near future.

IMPLACABLE OPPOSITION

The only way we can stop this is by
demonstrating implacable oppostion
fo all expulsions and the mechanism
that bocks them up. There is no fu
ture in registering, lying low, biding
our time; we must say quite clearly:
“we will not be driven out; we will
not let you tum the clock back twen-
ty years; we will not let the Labour
Party be used, as it has so often in

the past, to sell out the working
class?
The main focus for this cction will be
the CLPs, for it is to CLP thet each
member belongs and it is only with the
consent (or, ultimately, disbanding)
of the individual constituencies that
victims of the witch hunt can be ex=
pelled from the Party.

Nevertheless, individual CLP's
are vulnerable and it is essential fo
lotthe NEC know what sort d a fight
they face. CLP's should therefore do
the following (all of which, | am
proud to say, Wirral CLP has already
done):
T)commit themse ves to defending
their members from victimisation and
refuse to implement the register or
any expulsions;
2)Pass resolutions calling for the m=
mediate reinstatement of those al
recdy expelled and condemning all
such anti-democratic persecutions;
3)Send messages of solidarity to the
LPI fo which the expelled com

rades belong (with particular empho-
sis on West Nor wood which has de
cided merely to (comply) “note”
(with) the NECs decision);
AAfilicte to Labour Against the
Witch Hunt.
Labax hasfhe policies the people of
this country need. The only chance
of getting them implemented is by
stopping those who sell us out and
building a socialist campaign for aSaTe



TETT RET
way forward?

The anonymous gladiator signed "Chris", who wrote

by Richard Venton
Militant Spokesman

i Breckield By-election
and the Ballykelly Bombing” displays a remarkable ignoranceof the working
class of both Ireland and Liverpool. It would take a whole book to unravel
The abstract confusions and dangerous nonsence in every line of his article. Rut
let us reply to Tust o few of the fssues raised, especially in answer to his attacks
on the policies of Militont.

Militant supporters have a proud, in
deed an unrivalled, record of arguing
a clear socialist case on Ireland with=
in the Merseyside Trade Union and
Labour movement. Throughout the
1970's, we spoke at Labour Parties,
Trades Councils and Union branches,
30ining widespread support at a per-
od when workers were understandably
wary cbout "getting involved”. If

we knew who "Chris" was, perhaps
we could fudge his record, and whet~
her he was giving us the benefit of
his presence in the Labour Party!
PARTY OF LABOWR

Militant have consistently laid respon--
sibility for the nightmare of poverty,
20% unemployment, sectarian vio=
fence ond repression of the door of
the British capitalist class, Their age=
old totic of "divide and rule” was
perfected in Ireland, injecting the
poison of sectarianism info the veins
of workers in order to weaken and de
feat the common struggle of Catholic
and Protestant workers. In contrast
to "Chris", Militant regards the Irish
working class... and that means the
one million Profestant workers os well
as their Catholic brothers and sisters

apable of defeat
created by copitalist inferests, In the words of the

great Irish Socialist, Connolly, "The
cause of Ireland is the cause of lab
our". Irish Trade Unionists and their
families make up the vast majority of

society, and have a history of class
action. The 300, 000-=strong Trade
Unions in Northern Ireland are the
only organisation to combine Prafest-
ants and Catholics in common strug
gle. Militant campaigns for a polit-
ical Party of Labour based on the Un=

fons, armed with a socialist programme

on fobs, housing and repression, On-
ly such a movement could join hands
across the border with the Labour
movement in the South, building a
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workers" Ireland = a Socialist United
Ireland. And only such @ mass mobil
sation of the working class would
forcethe ruling class fo end repression
and withdraw the troops, whilst organ=
ising Trade Union protection of work=
ers* families from sectarian gun=men.
CLASS SOLUTIONS
Any policies which endanger the
growing unity of the working class
"deserve to be branded with infamy",
Militant makes no apologiesto anyone
(and especially not anonymouswriters)
for our condemnation of the methods
ond programme of the IRA. Armchair
terrorists in Merseyside may applaud
the Ballykelly bombings, shamefully
ignoring the deaths of working=class
youths involved; they may cheer
young Catholics to imprison
death as they go down the blind alley
of the IRA's methods. But the working
class of Ireland or Breckfield won't
takekindly fopeople whose policies
are designed to divide our class and
aid our capitalist enemies! Labaur
Party activists, including Militant
supporters, have campaigned fo cut
across the old sectarian divisions in

Breckfield, and have drawn workers
to class solutions to common class
problems. Whathaughty contempt
“Chris" shows for the working class,
in his complaint that workers oppose
bombing campaigns in Britain! These
are the very methods condemned by
Trotsky as "the futility of ind
terrorism", which have given the

Tories and Labour-raitors like Roy
Jenkins the excuse fo step up repres-
Sion. And the bombings have Further
driven the wedge of sectarianism info

the working class,
FUTILE AND DIVISIVE IRA

Militant opposes methods which weo=
ken the struggle against capitali
We won't hesitate fo counterpose
mass struggle by a united working
classfo the futile and divisive IRA

compaign, just as Lenin and Trotsky
opposed the ferraist methads of the
Russian anarchists. The IRA are fur

~MILITANT'S RESPONSE
ther from their aims today than they
were in 1969! And unlike the handful
of ultra-lefts who today appoint them~
selvesas theBritish attorneys for the
IRA, Militant opposed the use of
troopsin 1969, when we called for
workers unity in cction as the only
counter fo sectarian murders!
LIVINGSTONE'S MISTAKE
Militant consistently defends other
left=wingers from witch-hunts by the
kept press of the capitalist class, and
their echoes on Labour's right-wing.
But we reserve the right fo differ with
the policies and actions of left-wing
comrades, such as Ken Livingstone.
The rank hypocrisy of the press, which

Northern
Ireland and the daily atrocities com=
mitted by the Tories ogainst workers
of all backgrounds, does not influ=
ence Militant, Nonetheless, Ken
Livingstone made a drastic mistake in

inviting Sinn Fein fo a platform in
Britain, We argued he should have
invited activists of the Irish Labour
and Trade Union movement fo publi=
cise their struggle fo unite workers
around socialist policies; or as a min-
imum measure, he should have made
Sinn Fein answer for their sectarian
recordindebate with the non-sectar=
ian viewpoint of the Labour Move
ment. Instecd, an unopposed platform
was given fo such as Gerry Adams,
who moved a resolution at the 1962
Sinn Fein Conference which declared
that SF candidates would only be en~
dorsed if they "unequivocally support
the armed struggle.
The Labour movement of Ireland or
Britain has absolutely nothing to gain
from such policies or methods. Ken

ingstone's actions had the effect
of introducing fears of sectarian divis~
fons in areas such as Breckfield,driv
ing a number of workers away from
Labour for a temporary period, And
this wos not confined to workers of
Protestant bockground, as “Chris”
and his co-thinkers would have dis=
covered if they had bothered fo turn
out to help Labour in the by-electi
Militant will continue to march shoul=
der-fomshoulder with workersof all
creeds, building a mass movement for
socialism which will completely by=
pass ulira-lefts who indulge in their
anti-Morxist cbsfractions,



Co WITH THEIR
With so many pressing sues cll a=
round us, one hesitates to use precious
space refuting the idecs of Pam Blain
and Sheila Hughes onthe matterof
pornography. Nevertheless, as some
of their views are fendentious fo the
point almost df being sinister, it is

perhaps a worthwhile exercise.

WHO Is TO DECIDE?

First, there is the issue of censorship.
To any libertarian socialist, the very
word engenders suspicion. The case
in favour of censorship must surely be

very strong before socialists can ac~
cept it, Blain and Hughes do not
make such a case. Centrally, they
call for the banning of all pornogra=
phy, without bothering to define what
pornography is. Is page 3 of the
Sun pornographic? Is Mayfair maga-
zine pornographic? Is "Gay News"
pornographic? Is ‘Spare Rib! porno-
graphic?Is"Lady Chatterley’ Love
pornographic? Are all these fo be
banned, or none of them? Who is to
decide? Blin and Hughes? The Po
lice? Magistrates? Mrs, Thatcher?
Me? How are they to decide? Whot
criteria are fo be used? How is the
Taw (if there is one) fo be enforced?
Can we expect extra police powers fo
raid shops and homes because there is
@ possibility thet (ill-defined) porno
graphy is to be found there? Surely
one does not have to have much
knowledge of history fo know where
that sortof thing can lead.

Secondly, Blain and Hughes seem
hopelessly Tgnorant of what is avail-
able in sex=shops and the like. Per
haps they will allow me to enlighten
them? a) 'Girlie* magazines such as
*Flesta! and Playboy", These show
almost entirely women with no clothes
on. Harmless enough,or does the
banning start here? b) Mole Gay
pomography. How does this fit in to
Blain and Hughes" scheme of things?
As a man, presumably | should fee!
humiliated by it. Sorry, but | don't.
<) Magazines portraying people have
sex-intercourse, oral sex etc, Given
that these do not show acts of vio
lence, and theydo not, why shauld
people take exception fo them? Why
should a photograph of a man and a
woman having sexual intercourse be
humiliating fo women and not fo men?

Ky
1 don't follow, d) Violent pornogra=
phy. And here we come fo the heart
of Blain and Hughes' argument, At
first glance if seems a strong one.
Violence is distasteful, many people
would say, and censorship justified.
Yet even here, on close examination,
the issueisfar from clear cut, First,
the violence is obviously simulated,
and the end result, frankly, utterly
ludicrous, Second, and | can't m=
phasise this enough, the vidence
displayed is just as likely to be by
women on men csthe other way
round. Again, as a man presumably
1 shauld feel humilicted and degraded
by this. Well, I'm sorry, but I don't,
Tcan't take it seriously enough.
Third, and again this isvery import
ant, the sort of material which shows

women being mutilated or killed is

not readily availble in printed form

at least, The pres calls this 'snuff®

por. There is some doubt os fo
Whether it really exists af all, If it
does I've neverseen if, I've never
met anyone else who'se ever seen if,
and it it were to become available it
would, quite correctly, be wide open
fo prosecution,

HANGERS AND FLOGGERS

Next we come to Blain and Hughes!
argument that pornography leadsfo
rape. Thisisthe classic hangers and
floggers argument. Juxtapose two
issues,or sets of statistics, and then
create an entirely unsubstantiated

link between the two, In fact, Blain
and Hughes produce no proof whatso
ever of such a link, IF they have such
proof, they should state it. If not,
their argument hes no intellectual val
idity.
CENSORSHIP AND REPRESSION

Before summing up, porhags
| should

make one further point, Aneurin

Bevan once said = *Why lookafthe
crystal ball, when you can read the
book?? There are in factplenty of
societies around which have just such
aws os Blain and Hughes apparently
favour, One such is on the other side
of the Irish Sea, where a woman's
naked breasts can never be revealed
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Ss DOWN’
in published material, Another, until
recently was Spain. Are these fhe
sortof societies where Blain and
Hugheswant to live in? The fact is
that heavy censorship of alleged porn=
ography almost always goes hand in
hand with other formsof sexual re=
pression, to the great detrimentof all
women.

PRIORITIES

Attentive readers, if any now remain,
may be wondering why, if | consider
pornography to be an issue of monu=
mental friviality, which | do, | should
have written about it at such length,
The answer is partially becauseitis

50 trivial. In the words of the hymn,
Salvation's Comp, athe moment, is
well and trully surrcunded, Britain
is in real dangerof becoming a very
right wing society indeed, Surely
socialist women must see that the first
priorities arethefights against Tham
tcherism, against the bomb, against
the decimation of the NHS and edu~
cttion, not about the fact that a few
of their (very highly poid) sisters are
having their photogr aphs token with
their knickers down.

Finally, | wonder if Blain and Hughes
realize just how close their article
comes to just that sexism which they
and BRIEFING claim fo oppose.
They receive dbuse from ‘men,
Men?it is implied, do not ‘give a
shit about the oppression of women*,
Men? want “profits, a cheap thrill
and maintaining (sic) the status quot
Ment are the ‘perpetratas’ (what

of). "Men! are tthe users! (Have
Blain and Hughes never come across
a women who is furned on by sexually
explicit material? Honestly? Never)

There was a time when | hoped thet
feminism would be one of the great
intellectual and emotional opportuni~
ties of the twentieth century. Per~

5 having been
given a well

deserved kick up the backside, the
two sides might start fo understand
and love one anothermore, Instead,
the battle lines between the sexes
seem fo be being dug ever deeper.
Whata tragedy’ D,A, Rainbird

Anfield LP
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REGIONAL
ONFERENCE

The firstcord vote of the NW Labour Party Conference (March 12 and 13) was

overa motion fo allow resolution 69 and 70 on the witch huntto be brought
forward to ensure theywere debated, The vore was 481,000 for reference back
and 553,000 against. Thus the regional executive committee had ensured that
the purge against the left Tn the Party wos not debated.
Other attempts were made fo get a
debate on the witch hunt, even the
emergency resolution opposing the
expulsion of the Militant! editorial
board were not taken “due fo lack of
time",

LEFT GAINS

Despite the setbackat the start d the
conference, the left were able fo
beat the Regional Committee onother
important issues.

A resolution on re-nationalising cam=
panies sold off by the Tory Govern="
ment without compensation was car=
ried despite the card vote.

Somegains were made in the women's
debate. Resolutions demanding dem=
ocratic reform of the Women's Section
forced the Regional Executive to rece
ommend that the next NW Women's
Conference should take resolutionson
whatever the Women's Section want.

The disarmament debate ‘clearly show=

ed that very few people, if any, be=

lieve that the present NEC or shadow

cabinet seriously infend fo implement
conference policy on unilateral nu-
clear disarmament, Two main compo=
sites were passed. Both demanded
an unambigous commitment to uni=
lateral disarmament in the manifesto.

Comet Sevsasits wan pees womied

= tm

Oneof the composites calling for the
nationalisation of the arms industry
andits conversion to alternative pro=
duction caused the regional commit=
tee some embarassment. They did not
want to call for opposition in case
they were defeated, so they attempt
ed fo add a reservation to the resolu=
tion. When the regional committee
were summing up the debate they said
they supported the statement, but con
ference had ito understand thet so

any firms were involved that they
would have to think aboutit. When
the Chair, Jim Mason, was taking
the votes he asked us to support the
composite with that reservation, but
conference made it clear that they
supported the whole; it was not

for the regional committee to add
bits to resolutions before a vote,

Taking the conference as a whole it
wasclear that, although we were un-
able to debate the witch hunt, the
constituencies were clearly against
it, and despite the NEC being con=
trolled by the right wing, the CLP's
are continuing the fight for socialist
policies within the Party.

Mick Cashman

revolution afoot, whet shell | do”
L

« Telemessoge

TAKING THE
COUNTY
SERIOUSLY

Labaurcontrols all the mefropolitan
counties; that's why the Tories have
plans afootto scrap this tier of local
government. If the attitude of ccti=
wists on Merseyside is any ‘indication,
their job will be a pretty easy one:
we just don't take the County Party
seriously.

REMOTENESS

The GLC has shown that such bodies
are capable of delivering important
gains for the movement. To London
activists the GLC feslsliketheir
council, Here on Merseyside, how
ever, there is a certain remoteness
bout the County Council and the
County Labour Groups This was
illustrated of the last County Party
GMC when Keva Coombes, reporting
on this years budget, said he hoped®
thatTt would meet with the approval
of the Rarty.
1 dont believe that hoping* is

enough, If the Labourainbeen more open and hod Involved the
Party in the preparation of the bud=
get then Keva would have been assur~
ed of Party support.

ACCOUNTABILITY

This lock d input from the Partyis
just as much condemnation of the
rankand file as iis of County Coun=
cillors, We have to start turning up
before we can start demanding a
closer involvement in decision making
and greater accountability,

TAKE THE POWER

Now is the time for nominating d

gates to the County Party. The
should be tooking fo take these posi=
tions and to nominate people who are
prepared to beac
The power is there = its up fo us to
takeit.

Stuart Marshall-Clorke
County Labour Party Delegate
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Popularising the A.E.S.
Almost a year ago Labour's "Plan for Jobs was launched. Before that the Party had more or less settled on its *Alterna=
tive Economic Strategy". Last Autumn the "New Hopes, Jobs, Rights" campaign was unveiled; and only a few weeks ago
the TIUC's "Battle for Jobs" was published. In odd] thera hos been the much public d 70 page “Programme for Re~
covery" drafted by Labour's front=bench spokesmen on the economy. All have highlighted the macro economic variables
which the Government can influence, and how these can be manipulated to arrive at the central objective, the reduction
of unemployment to below one million within the lifetime of a majority Labour Government.

Yet, while over
this whole period unemployment has
remained the number one issue with
the public, Labour's economic pro=
gramme is not seenas convincing.
Why?
Partly of course because some Party
spokespersons have spent a dispropor=
tionate amount of time vilifying
their fellow comrades, and not enough
on projecting a socialist economic
analysis. But also, | believe, be-
cause 50 often the analysis is present=
ed in an utterly arid way,
True, we do talk about introducing
democracy into industry (but then
we did last time, didn't we), and
aboutthe magic ingredient the *Nat=
ional Economic Assessment’, How
ever, for the maiority of people the
overall impression mustbe that if the
Labour Party's plans are different in

degree from those of the Tories and
the Alliance, and even if they are
seen as best! in terms of unemploy=
ment, they donot project an image
of a different sort of society, and
presage the emancipation of the
working people d this country.

GETTING ACROSS
IF the Labour Party is to get its mess—

age ccross then all of us, including
but not only those who hold positions

rsons, need to bear fhe
following in mind:
1. Keep it sim ple, We need fo pre=
sentour ideas in terms that people in
the pubs, clubs, sheps and factories
can relate to, That's not fo be pat~
ronising, but straight-forward examp=
les of whatwe mean may be far more
effective than long theorie:

2. Keep it local. The Labour Party
nationally should have drawn up its
forecasts of jobsfo be created from
estimates made by the regions in terms
of public sector projects which could
be advanced together with national
commitments.
We should be cble to say with con=
viction the number of new jobs
which would arise in Merseyside

3. Instead of being drawn Infermin=
ably into the debate as to whether the
“National Economic Assessment" is a
backdoorway of enforcing a pay poli=
cy,let us project our view that fo
move towards a more equal society
there has to be a massive redistribu~
tion of incomeand wealth, not only
between those in work, but also to=
wards those who for one reason or a=
nother are unable towork, There are
now over 6 million people; incl
many pensioners, wholly or partially
dependent on supplementary benefit,
while the top man at Sainsbury's
“eams" over E4million a year,
Enough said?

COUNTIES
4. Stress the role of local government.

yside os well as the GLC, West
Midlands County Council, Sheffield
City Council and others, is becoming
more actively engaged in economic
development, both with individual

firms and the local economygeneral
ly.
5. The *Social Strategy” of the Labour
Party should be portrayed cs an inte
gral part of our overall plans, not as
a poor relation tagged on at the end.
Health, housing, education, leisure
and employment are all inter-related,
nd separate.
6. Thesame comment applies fo in-
dustrial democracy. Whilst it would
be mistaken to forceparticipation and
control onto workforces unwilling fo.

go along that porticulor road.
Positive encouragement fo

trade unions to develop their own
corporate planning will force onto the
industrial agenda a range of issues
such as research and product develgp-
sient, resource and energy conserva~
tion, environmental factors, appropr~
ate technology, social utility and so
on, which fo date have been left to
management prerogative.

SOCIALIST VISION

In short what needs fo be done to
bring to life the Labour Party's pro=
gramme from a series of stratified pro-
posals, worthy, essential but still
somewhat dull, is to project our so=
cialist vision of a new society. That
cannot be done simply by talking of
£x billion being pumped into the e=
conomy, but about how society can
be so altered that every person, man,
woman,and child, has the same op~
portunities for self-fulfillment and
personal development,

OF course it's easier said than done,
but if we all keep such a vision fo
the fore in local campaigning and in

dealings with the media, only then
shall we have the chance of winning
hearts and minds os well as vores in
the coming months.

Jamie Robertson
PRC Wallasey
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—MARCH FOR PEACE AND JOBS
One major eventof the next month

or two is the national People’s March

for Jobs "83.
Remember that the maior pressure fa
this Morch came from the Northwest,
following the March from Merseyside
to Manchester last October.
The Labour Party = TUC Liosen Com
mittee then ditched the project; only
%o reverse their veto following floods
of resolutions from Trade Unions and

1ocal Trades Councils.
The TUC version has

still
not conced=

ea te initial demand for a National
Campaign for Peace ond Jobs, but os

the pace quickens in local areas, the
March is increasingly seen asonly
“ne, however central, piece of @ March Details Local Feeder

wider ond longer campaign focussingEyAARSootd

departs Skem May 9

tyndsly onthe threats of March Route a May 9

7a unemployment.
departs Wi May 10

Gl parts Wigan

GET INVOLVED ps ee arrives Leigh Malo
i he orkWes local ctiviies xo ps ey ¢

generally boing arranged by Trades Mat 1 A Mass National Carnival and Demo

Councils. The broadest possible par= boishow Ef Lorde adhd abs

Klpatlor
and support are being 1Ea ad 4

(approx)

waht.
i organisations (Party, Union

:

Branches, Peace and Womens Mersey. e
BretDoaglaion

Groups, ethnic minority organisa=
(For June/July)

11am) needing more information departs Liverpool~~May 9 . i 4

hould contact local Town's Commit- arrives St Helens May 9 Open Editorial Meeting... April 27th

teesor Trades Councils or the Secre= doperte St Helens May lo [|® pm. Pig & Whistle, Covent Garden)

tery of the Merseyside Association of arrives Leigh May 12

Trades Councils ~ Pete Lenahan (St departs Leigh May II Copy Deadline... May 10th
oy

Helens 24401). arrives Solfrd ay II (Mail 10:8 Ashford Rd, Meols, Wirral)

jepartsSelford Kay 12

John MacDonald ve ction
John MocDoreld i 76279)

arives Manchester May 12 Production Mesting. May lth

Trades Council Paste-ups. «cov rne May 21-22nd

MERSEYSIDE LABOUR COORDINATING COMMITTEE

RALLY

‘SOCIALIST POLICIES FOR VICTORY’

speakers include:

Allan Roberts MP FRIDAY 22nd APRIL

Peter Tatchell 7.30pm

CENTRAL HALL, RENSHAW ST.


