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WAS THE

TO WIN!

By ERIC HEFFER, MP

Our successful campaign in Liverpool was
run without help from the national
organisation.

The nationally-appointed Secretary of the
Liverpool Party was sent to the outlying
marginals and had nothing to do with the elec-
tion in the city, The rest of us were left on our
own.

In the past, we've fought our campaigns on a
city-wide basis, with all the constituencies working
together. So | asked the Trades Council Secretary
(a Party member, disqualified Councillor and ex-
dockworker) if he would co-ordinate election ac-
tivities in the City and he agreed.

Through him we called five or six city-wide press
conferences, we organised city-wide car-cades, and
a great rally, at which myself and Arthur Scargill
were the main speakers.

We filled the Philharmonic Hall to capacity and

collected £800 for the 47 surcharged Liverpool

councillors,

Liverpool saw Labour’s best result, with an
average swing in our favour of over 10%. In
Walton, Eric Heffer scored a sensational
triumph, with a swing of 11.5%. His majority
increased from 14,000 to 23,000. The
34,000 votes cast for Eric were 15,000
more than the combined votes of his
opponents.

In my own constituency we had three crowded
public meetings and numerous unscheduled street
meetings, all of which received a tremendous
response from local people. Tony Benn visited
myself, Terry Fields, and Lol Duffy, one of the
workers jailed for taking part in the sit-in at Cam-
mell Laird, who was attacked by Frank Field for his
efforts — yet came within a couple of hundred
votes of winning Wallasey from the Tories.

Our result is a vindication of what the Councillors

have done and what the Liverpool Party has done.

over the years. The Liberals harped on about my
walking off the Conference platform in 1985, They
mentioned it in all their literature. It had no effect.

On all of our leaflets we included an appeal to
“Support the 47’ and | inserted a message of sup-
port for the stand of the Council in my election
address.

People responded because they could see what
Labour had done in Liverpool — the 5,000 new
houses, the parks, the sports centres, the nursery
schools. We kept down school meal prices and
rents.

We fought on a working class, socialist basis. We
did not dodge defence — it was one of the main
themes of our rally. We're proud of our socialist
efforts.

[Continued on page 2)

LABOUR—TAKE THE POWER!
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This was the way
to win!

Continued from front page

Nationally, the result is a
major sethack. In Lon-
don and the South we've
failed to secure the full
support of the working
class.

In these areas, the televi-
sion razzmattazz was clearly
counter-productive, whereas
in the North it was simply ir-
relevant. When Neil Kin-
nock spoke about
unemployment and the
heaith service — the basic
class issues — the response
was good.

But the build-up of the
cult of the individual was
negative. Workers in Britain
are not keen on Americanis-
ed politics, They want to
know what we intend to do.
I'he Manifesto was watered
down, It attempted to dodge
100 many issucs — the mar-
ried man's tax allowance,
for example. On defence, we
should say we will spend the
money saved on nuclear
arms on the things that mat-
ter to people.

Good new people have
enteresd  the  Parliamentary
Labour Party. The Campaign
Group has to bring these com-
rades .together and develop
much more positively both in-
side and outside parliament,

The old Tribune Group, for
all its faults, was an active force
in Parliament, It took the in-
itiative on issue after issue, The
Campaign Group has got to do
the same,

Now the election’s over, no
one cin say we have anything to
lose in coming forward with
clear basic socialist ideas and
policies. We have (o argue for
what | call the social issues as
part and parcel of a class
programme.

We need to spend rime think-
ing. We need to analyse the
results, Of course, we go on
campaigning, but we link our
campaigns to the struggles of
working people.

The best recent period for
Labour was during the miners’
strike, when we won tremen-
dous support and would have
won even more if the leadership
had given unqualified backing
to the miners. The strike also
demonstrated how it's possibie

tu integrate the social issues into
class issues as a powerful force,

Some will now wanlt to
resuscitate the attack on the left
through constitutional issues
rather than  straightforward
political arguoments, I'm not
against one-person-one-vole in
principle. But i1 it's going to ap-
ply to the Party membership it's
got to apply also to all the
unions. That's nol going to be
possible, Therefore we have to
have representative democracy.

A more important change
now being mooted is & change in
the character of the NEC, What
they have in mind, [ think, is the
formation of some kind of
“‘politburcau™ within a wide
Executive made up of people
from  regional committees
replacing CLP representatives.
Real power will be shified 1o the
PLP, which in essence means
the Leader's office.

They want Party conferences
ta become giant rallies rather

than  democratic, decision-
making occasions at which
¢lected  delegates debate the

issues and make policy, | have
no hesitation in saying this
development has to be opposed,
not only in the constituencies,
but also in the (rade union
movement, where it is our job
now to rebuild a scrious, in
tetligent teft.

If  socialist positions on
defence, unemployment, public
ownership and the social issues
are clear, then we don’t have to
think of crawling to the
Liberals. The bertter elements
amongst them wif! ¢come 10 us.

It's happened hefore — after!

the First World War, George
Lansbury being the most
famous example. This to is be-
ing seen in Liverpool today,
where the: Tory voters went 1o
the Liberals and Liberal voters
went 1o us.

The real issue of the election
is that we have 1o get across
basic class politics.

We have to forge a unity of
all the socialists in the move-
ment who share this basic class
position around a minimum
programme — a basic set of
ideas — and then go out and say
this is what we believe in, this is
the only way forward for the
working class. It will be dif-
ficult. We have to try to involve
the widest possible forces
around this. Bul we have to
remember that as long as

capitalism exists class strugple
will be a reality,

Tories trounced

in Wales

The Tories were trounced in Wales with swings to
Labour of over 10% in many seats, Labour won three
key South Wales constituencies — Cardiff West,
Newport West and Brigend. In addition, the North
Wales seat of Ynys Mon {held prior to his resignation
by Tory Keith Best) went to Plaid Cymru.

Polls were high everywhere. Even in the valleys,
constituencies where huge Labour majorities are so
taken for granted that many peopie don’t bother to
vote, over 75% of the electorate voted, The result
was majorities of over 20,000 throughout the valleys
and over 30,000 in the Rhondda as people came out
in force to register their protest against the
devastation which Thatcherism has brought to Wales,

Labour also did well in the marginals, In Cardiff
Central, singled out by the BBC as the seat Labour
had to win to oust the Tories from government, the
Tory majority was reduced to 2,000. Labour was in
second place — a distinct improvement on 1983

when we came a poor third,

Here the Alliance vote was a major factor, They
polled over 12,000 votes, thus depriving Labour of
victory and ensuring Cardiff Central returned a Tory
MP despite a massive vote against him. Labour's low
key, lacklustre campaign in this constituency, in
particular its failure to take on the Alliance,
contributed to the Tory’s success.

In Cardiff West a far more enthusiastic campaign
unseated well known local Tory maverick Stephen
Terleski. Terleski did not accept defeat gracefully. He
enlivened proceedings at the count by throwing 2
tantrum when the result was announced!

Stevi Jackson, Cardiff

“Doomsday scenario
haunts Rifkind’’ stated
The Scotsman  after
Labour won 50 of the 72
Scottish  Parliamentary
seats.

Malcolm Rifkind,
Secretary  of State for
Scotland, had seen Tory-
held seats cut from 21 to a
mere 10 and was perhaps
relieved to hold onto as
many as that,

His predecessor at the
Scottish  Office, Defence
Secretary George Younger,
had just scraped through in
Ayr with a majority of 182.

Not only the Tories lost to
Labour. Roy Jenkins lost 1o
Labour's George Galloway in
Glasgow Hillhead and Gordon
Wilson, leader of the Scottish
Narional Party, lost to John
McAllison in Dundee.

“Labour Plans Resistance
Campaign™ was the headling in
the Glasgow Herald, Campbell
Christie, General Secretary of
the Scottish TUC, was calling
for a co-ordinated anti-
Conservarive campaign
involving labour MPs. local
authorities and trade unions.
Scotland's constitutional crisis
has now armived,

In the UK the Conservative
Party are back in power with
375 of the 650 secats in
Parliament and 42% of the
votes cast. In Scotland they held
10 of the 72 seats and 24% of
the votes cast.

Denis Canavan, Labour MP
for Falkirk West, had raised the
possibility of just such a
scenario prior 1o the General
Election. He demanded then,
that whatever the outcome of
the clection, Labour MPs in
Scotland should proceed with a
Bill for a Scottish Assembly.
This question now confronts
Labour’s 50 MPs in Scotland.

The election of George
Galloway, a strong supporter of*
the Scottish Assembly, will
strengthen the camp of those
MPs rca# 1o take action.
Donald dewar, Labour's
Shadow Scottish Secretary, has
never been a supporter of
disruption. The day the election
results were announced he ruled

One of the few good
results of the election,
along with the result in
Scotland, Wales and the
north, is the re-election
of Sinn Fein‘s Gerry
Adams in Belfast West.

X Gerry Adams

Results in Scotland

out **simplistic physical
disruption of Parliament'”.
Such a position will not be so
easy 1o maintain as it was after
the 1983 election,

The Scottish National Party
immediately challenged Scottish
Labour 1o decide “*whether it is
a4 Unionist Party or a Scortish
Party''. They charged Labour
with doing nothing after the last
two elections,

Constitutional
crisis looms!

By Rowland Sheret
Scottish Labour Brieling

The defear of Gordon Wilson
in Dundee and the retirement of
Donald Stewart, whose former
Western Isies seat was also won
by the Labour Party, weakens
the Scottish National Party
right wing leadership. Among
the 3 new MPs they had ¢lected
was Alex Salmond, Banff and
Buchan, who represents & new
lelt now growing in the SNP.

Only 3 women were ¢lecred (o
Parliament in Scotland — there
were only 2 in the previous
Parliament. All three are newly
elected  although  Margaret
Ewing of the SNP was
previously there as Margaret
Bain before losing her seat in
1983, Maria Fyffe, clected for
Labour in Glasgow Maryhill, is
a well known local councillor
and a member of the Scottish
Executive of the Labour Party,

Ray Michie was elected as a
Liberal Alliance candidate in a
seat gained from the Tories in
Argyll & Bute. This seat
includes Rothesay — delegates
to Labour Women’s Conference
may be interested to note.

The 1987  Parliamentary
Eléction has  brought  no
solutions for Scotland's
unemployed, for the Caterpillar
workers nor for the sacked
miners., The crisis of the
Scottish economy continues, It
is time now for the Scottish
Labour movemen! to act.

The community  charge,
Scotland's poll tax, is the first
challenge to be faced from a
new Thatcher government. Can
the labour movement make it
inoperable? will renewed
artacks on the Health Service,
education and housing be more
effectively opposed this time?
Can closures and redundancics

Adams increased his
share of the vote over the
‘83 result.

He was re-elected
despite the massive
amount of resources

which the SDLP put into

PHOTO: Andrew Moore/Reflox

Dewar

be opposed? Can Guinness be
forced ta keep their pledge to
base their headquarters in
Scotland? Will a mass campaign
for a Scottish Assembly be
mounted?

The Scottish CLPs, Labour
Party branches, and trade union
branches have much to discuss
in the coming months. [f
Scotland’s voice is to be heard

as a challenge 10 Thatcherism,
then they must act. Hand in
hand with this will go the need
to continue rthe fight for
democracy and equality in the
Labour Party. One woman MP
our of fifty is a long way shorn
of the minimum of twenty-five
that should have been returned
to Parliament ta fight Labour’s
cause.

Stop press:

The Executive of the Scotlish
Council of the Labour Party
meeting a few days after the
clection put the creation ol a
Scottish  Assembly and the
scrapping of the proposed
community charge top of the
demands they will raise with
Malcolm Rilkind, Secrctary of
State for Scotland. Scotlish
Labour MPs will also seek a
governmen!  commitment 10
drap further privalisalion
measures in Scotland and 10
increase funding lor health and
education.

An Assembly bill will be

their (very dirty) campaign;
despite the fact that the
constitutional nationalist
vote was not split between
two candidates as it was in
1983, when Gerry Fitt

By Jean Reilly

stood as an independent
and Joe Henderson stood
as the SDLP candidate:
and despite the call by the
so-called Republican Sinn
Fein for abstention.

Adams’ majority was reduc-
ed but this is clearly due to the
fact that, with Lord Fitt out of
the way, the "moderate’’ na
tionalist vote was concen-
trated on the SDLP candidate,
Hendron.

However, while the result in
West Belfast is heartening,
Sinn Fein's overall position in
the 6 Counties is not so
favourable. Sinn Fein has suf-
fered a reduction in its vote
over the 17 constituencies
that make up the 6 Counties,
There was also a marked dif-
ference in the votes won in the
rural areas as opposed to the
urban constituencies where
Sinn Fein did better. In addi
tion, the SDLP now has 3

presented to parliament afrer
the Summer reCrsy A
programme of action both

inside and outside parliament is
planned. An all-party mass rally
will be held a1 Glasgow CGreen
on August 29ch.

Bill Speirs, Chair ol the
Scottish exccutive, said that
with  only 10 MPs  the
Conservatives would find i
impossible 1o run Scotland:

"“The Labour Party s
determined that the issues on
which we fought and won the
efection remain before both the
Scottish ~ people  and  the
government ™

Gerry Adams re-elected

MPs, where it had one in the
last parliament,

This situation can be blamed
partly on tactical voting as
in South Down where na
tionalists  voted tactically
against Enoch Powell — and
partly, though only marginally,
on the call for abstention by
“‘Republican’” Sinn  Fein,
which has greater support in
the rural areas.

However, the main reason is
precisely the reason which led
Sinn Fein to drop absten-
tionism at the last Ard Feis.
That is, the lack of a political
programme  and  strategy
which can win working class
nationalists to a party which
represents their economic,
political and national aspira-
tions. In other words, the
limited development of class
politics within Sinn Fein is the
reason for this poor result.

Clearly, there is an
awareness of this among the
leadership of Sinn Fein and the
activists based in Belfast and
Derry. No doubt discussions
are taking place even now to
maove the party further in this
direction in a continuation of &
healthy and necessary
development which has been
taking place over the past faw’
years.

PHOTO: John Chapman
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Nobody will have worked
harder than Briefing
supporters for a Labour
victory: and none will be
more dismayed at the
catastrophic defeat
inflicted yet again by the
Tories.

With more hand-outs
already in the pipeline for
the rich, Thatcher will use
her renewed mandate to
press home more brutal
attacks on the whole
working class: the result
is a defeat for us all.

Yet to look at the press
attitude to Neil Kinnock we
might even believe that the
Election result had gone the
other way. Every leader
writer and commentator is
full of praise lor his personal
“success’ in the campaign.

With  ‘“‘successes'’ like
that, who needs failures?

The 100-seat General
Election defeat is second
only to Michael Foot's
dismal 1983 fiasco as the
worst result since 1931,

Labour's share of the vote,
despite the razzamatazz and
TV hype, was up only 3 per
cent.

As dreams of a returned
Labour government have
been shattered, the prospect
of a renewed, even more
arrogant Tory onslaught is
coupled with the near
certainty that Kinnock and
his team will now exploit the
situation to step up their
witch-hunt of the left,

I'he only small consolation
was the election of four black
MPs and the Labour gains in
Wales, the industrial North
(especially  Liverpool)  and
Scotland: in  particular  we
should note the increased
majorities for candidates
associated with the hard left
(Eric Heffer, Jeremy Corbyn)
and Militant (Dave Nellist,
Terry Ficlds, and Pat Wall's
gain in Bradford).

It is no surprise that in four
short weeks of campaigning
Labour’s leaders found it
impossible 1o claw back the
Tory lead. Neil Kinnock was
reaping the consequences of
four wasted years in which he
has locussed more fire against
his own left than against the
Tory enemy.

There is nobody to blame for
Labour's failure but  Neil
Kinnock and his kitchen cabinet
team. They have insisted on
setling the policies; and (hey
have ruthlessly excluded uy on
the left at every stage. It was
their siralegy. rheir campaign,
their failure,

Of course the bland “never
mind the politics, feel the
width'' campaign went down
well with Kinnock's admirers
(such as the union official
defending the repeat of the
Personal Political broadcast on
behalfl of the Kinnock Party on
the grounds that '“it may be
sickening, but il works™).
Decades ol bilter experience of
these personalised campaigns in
the USA have shown that they
perpetuate the politics of the
two capitalist parties, and do
not “work™ for the working
class.

Certainly many were relieved
to find the Party was better
organised this year than the
shambles of 1983 — even
though this meant in many ¢ases
bureaucratic dictatorship from
Walworth Road: but how could
the campaign have been worse
than 19837

After four
years © -of

wasted
Labour

barren,
emply

propaganda many were pleased
10 hear even occasional, belated
echoes of a popular note in
Kinnock's  appeals  against
privilege; but even (his was
drowned out by Hatrersley’s
tinkeriug economic  policies,
which were little more than
moralistic appeals for the
better-off  workers (0 make
sacrifices 10 help those less
fortunate, Not only did this
ncedlessly alienate the better-
paid, but it offered no lead ar all
to the unemployed, the low-paid
and the pensioners — who are at
rock bottom already and in no
position to make sacrifices.
What usc are “'a million jobs'
to black vouth from the inner
¢ities? Will they be amongst the
workers who get them?

The real question 10 be
answered is: did all the media
stunts succeed in mobilising the
downtrodden  and  oppressed
millions  that  should be
1.abour’s bedrock of support?
Did it win over the unemploved,
voung people, ihe low-paid, the

pensioners, the black
communities, women and trade
unionisis?

'

The answer is clearly “*‘no"':
despite the inevitability of a
polarised  election, Labour’s
campaign in general deliberately
avoided the class polarisation
that was necessary to enthuse
and mobilisc these forces: and it
lacked the coherent socialist
perspective needed to convince
the best sections of the middle
class.

Consistently sinee 1983
Kinnock and the union leaders
have set their face aganst any
working class  challenge 1o
Thatcherism. They berrayed the
Miners" Sirike; they knifed the
deliant councillors in Liverpool
and Lambeth in the back; and
they ran from commitments 1o
repeal Tory. anti-union Taks,

BRIEFING

LABOUR — TANE THE POWER)

I'he same story ran right up to
the Election with Giles Radice
trving to squash the teachers'
strikes, Labour efforts 1o
postpone the Civil Service
strikes, and unions instructing
Bl carworkers and sections of
postal workers not 1o strike over

their grievances until after June
iih,

The disappearance of all bul
the extreme right wing union
leaders from Labour’s clection
platforms and the gagging of
Arthur Scargill also helped
Kinnock avoid drawing any
class lines — and presented a
bland, classless face offering
little perspective 1o the sceptical
and frustrated millions of
claimants, pensioners and low-
paid workers.

The Election was of course
polarised between the two main
parties. Bul though the drop of
the Alliance vote was enough 1o
reduce the Gang of Four 1o the
Gang of One, and o wipe out
the Davids® dreams of emerging
in second place, it was nowhere
near cnough 1o prevent the
Alliance once more playing is
strategic role for the capitalist
¢lass, and obstructing a Labour
victory. Nor will the Alliance go
away, even if the remnants of
the SDP are now scooped up as
a revamped right wing of the
Liberal Party.

This was the
which . Thatcher  was  able
conhdently 10 execute  her
strategy of ““divide and rule',
cynically buying skilled.
emploved  sections ol the
working c¢lass with a succession
of tax cuts, privatisation hand
outs, council-house sales and a
consumer credit boom,

For the more reactionary
clements, these sops 1o material
selfinmerest were spiced up with
appeals 10 racism (immigration
laws), nationalism (“defence'),
anti-communisim  (witch-hunts
of the *'Loony Left™), and law
and order. On none of these
issucs  did  Labour  have a
coherent or  convincing reply:
instead its leaders echoed and
accommaodaled o the very same
positions,

scenanoe m

The result: while hundreds of
thousands more workers were
swayed to vote Labour by their
experience of poverty,
uncmployment, and dereliction
of industry and cities in Wales,
the North and Scotland, a
professional  but  ultimately
ineffective Labour campaign
failed to dent the overall Tory
share of the vote, ecven after
cight brutal years of cuts in
housing, health, schools, social
security, pensions, local
government, jobs and wages.

It should come as lirtle
surprise  that  despite  this
disastrous result  Kinnock's

Teachers defy pressure from Labour leadery and marelt during the

media campaign has won such
rave reviews from the media
hacks themselves — most of
whom in any case were clearly
rooting for a Tory victory, The
media are never so keen on
Labour leaders as when they are

shooting  themselves or  their
members in the foot,
Ihey cheered when Wilson

attempted anti-union laws; they
raved when Healey introduced
wage controls; they exulied
when Kinnock declared war on
Militant supporters: and row
they are urging him to ditch still
more  “‘unpopular®’ - policies,
and trying to goad him into
another round of” witch-hunting
against the Left — especially the
focal  government  left in
London. e

Yet the fact is that left wing
policies cen win oul against
fierce media witch-hunts, as
candidates showed with
effective campaigns that did not
have access 10 our TV screeens
— in Liverpool, Bradford,
Coventry and several London
constituencies. Labour’s vole in
London went up overall, though
held back above all by the
unpopular rate increases (levied
by far from left wing councils in
Ealing, Hammersmith and
Waltham Forest),

These embarrassing facts will
not stop & new witch-hunt, as
Kinnock and his co-thinkers
seek to cover their tracks and
exploit the defeat they helped
create. No sooner was the Tory
victory certain than Kinnock
announced that his scheme for
shaping up the Labour Party
was really a ten-vear scheme,
and that the work would go on:
already plans for reversing the
democratic reforms of 1980 and
1981 are being dusted down for
this year's conference.

For our part, Brigfing
supporters have no reason o
revise the views we put forward
before the campaign began.
“Kamikaze Kinnock' has, as

W

we predicted, crashed 1o earth
haying failed to tap the rich
reserves  of anti-Toryism and
class action within the most
oppressed layers of the workers'
maovement,

Labour scored o few pleasing
points with well-worked
newspaper  ads  late in the
campaigning {only to score a
few  own  goals on private
medicine and Brian Gould's two
houses): bul the campaign did
nothing 10 project a socialist,
warking ¢lass policy that could
galvanise the necessary support
10 win.

Labour Party 10 suwh a
catastrophic defsat, there would
be a chorus of demands for their

resignation:  instead  we  see
_ Kinnock entréenched ‘more
lirmly than before, with the

nd firm — fight back!

grotesque  spectacle of the
Labour and trade union
bureaucracy cashing in on a
major setback to the working
class to carry through their own
cynical manoeuvres against the
left,

The working class will once
again shoulder the burden of
Kinnock’s failure: lacking a
leadership  with any class
commitment they will come
under the hammer of a ruthless
Tory leadership totally
committed to the interests of
capital.

Housing — already ravaged
by cut after cut in local
government spending — is a
major targel area for a new
wave of Tory attacks. Local
authority workers face a fresh
onslaught, with the revival of
plans 1o impose compulsory
tendering and mass
privatisation, Education
services face an all-round
atrack, with the creation under
Thatcher's plans of a new two-
tier system, and return of
selection. And a new iceberg of
cuts arising from cash limits on
the NHS is about to wreck
hospital services in whole areas
of London and other parts of
the country.

There is no reason 10 believe
that workers will take these
attacks lying down: certainly the
old lic of “wait for the next
Labour government''is even less
convincing now than ever
before. There will be new
struggles, and a continuation of
many unresolved battles in the
unions.

general eleciion campaisn

Briefing lakes its stand with
all those willing to fight back
against the Tory offensive, We
will press ahead with our fight
against any witch-hunt against
Mulitant, other sections of the
hard left, and our campaign to
organise a principled socialist
alternative within the labour
movement 1o Neil Kinnock and
his sponsors in the TUC,

We agree with all those trade
unionists, students, the black
communitics and 1he oppressed
whao recognise that when laced
with  five more vears of
Thatcherism there can be only
one answer: Stand Firm and
Fight Back!

PHOTO: Marring Star
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Success belongs
to socialists!

One of the best results for
Labour in London was in
Islington North, where Left
MP Jeremy Corbyn, singled
out for repeated attack in
the national and local
media, doubled his
majority (o just under
10,000, increased the total
Labour vote by over a
third, and mobilised a
swing of some 5% from the
SDP. How did they do it?

Our campaign in Isl-
ington North aimed to
mobilise all the people
who have been most af-
fected by the ravages of
Thatcherism. Al no time
did we apologise in any
way for the views of
either myself or the North
Islington party.

We delivered a special
leaflet to the Irish communi-
ty. Indeed, the SDP and
Tory attacks on my support
for British withdrawal from
Ireland led many local Irish

people — not Parly
members — to join our cam-
paign. Nearly the whole

Irish community in the con-
stituency voted Labour.
We also organised a

special letter canslated into
Greek, Turkish, Urdu, Pun-
jabi, Tamil, Gujerati, and
Hindi. We organised a
number of public meetings.
At one 1 spoke with Tony
Benn and at another —
jointly organised by the CLP
Black and Turkish Sections
- | was joined by Bernic
Grant and other speakers
from Cyprus, Turkey, India
and clsewhere,

By Jeremy Corbyn, MP

Leaflets on women, health
and ftransport Wwere com-
plemented by a special letter
to pensioners. Throughout
the campaign, we received

active support from
numerous pensioners’
groups. Help also came

from a number of interna-
tional groups based in the
area, including the Tamil
Refugee Action Group, the
Chilean Socialist Party and
the Union of Turkish
Workers. All this went hand
in hand with immense hard
work by the Party itself.
Throughout the campaign
we were subject to media at-
tack. On polling day The
Sun ran an editorial calling

The results for Labour
in the East Midlands
were affected by a
number of factors not
present in other areas
of the country.

In Nottinghamshire, the
UDM extended its strike-
breaking role to the
electoral plane by calling
on its members not to
vote Labour only two
days before the election.

This provoked a public
row within its own ranks.
As a result, in Mansfield,
former Campaign Group
Secretary, Alan Meale,
scraped home with a
majority of only 56.

Despite attempts to
present a new moderate
image, Meale was disowned
by former MP Don
Concannan who said he
woaouldn’t vote for him (what
action against him??} and
was opposed by “Moderate
Labour Party’ and UDM
member Brian Marshall,

While Marshal! polled
1,600 votes it appears that
the majority of UDM
members in Mansfield stayed
at least electorally loyal to
their class and voted Labour

This was not so in
Sherwood, the seat with the
highest but rapidly decreasing
number of pits in the country,

By Rick Simon
Nottingham East CLP

where Tory Andy Stewart
increased his majority from
just over 600 to more than
4,000.

In Nottingham East, the
major influence on the
outcome was the NEC’s
removal of Sharon Atkins as
PPC. While imposed
candidate Mohammad Aslam
reduced the Tory majority to
just over 400, there is little
doubt that had Sharon been
PPC she would now be in
Waeastminster.

Aslam's campaign was
totally lacklustre and lack-
politics, Reports indicate that
numbers in the Afro-
Caribbean community refused
to vate for him and many
activists refused to work for
him, and joined the
neighbouring campaign of
“Damnation’” Alan Simpson

This much more high
profile and enthusiastic
campaign succeeded In
reducing a 6,000 Tory
majority to just aver 2,000.

The almost unremitting
gloom was relieved only by
the recapture of Nottingham
North, Leicester South and
Leicester East, where Black
Sections supporter, Keith
Vaz, was returmned with a
2,000 majority

poet, who died in 1967.

Does it dry up
like a raisin in the sun?
Or fester like a sore —
and then run?

like a syrupy sweet?

Mayhe it just sags
like a heavy load.

Or does it explode?

HARLEM

A poem written by Langston Hughes, Black American

What happens to a dream deferred/

Does it stink like rotten meat?
Or crust and sugar over —

on the voters of North Isl-
ington to do anything but
vote Labour.

Islington North borders
on several marginal consti-
tuencies and our members
were active in supporting the
campaigns there, On polling
day we sent some one hun-
dred members to Islington
South to help get the Labour
vote out — and ensur¢ the

return of Chris Smith as .

MP.

Our success was based on
our work over the last four
years as a campaigning Par-
ty. I have spent over 200
Sundays with Party
members calling on people
on Council estates and
elsewhere, taking up pro-
blems and campaigning on
political issues such as
privatisation, health cuts,
pensions, nuclear power,
and the transport of nuclear
waste through the Borough.
The Party must realise that
twa thirds of the electorate
have made up their minds
how they're going to vote
before the election campaign
starts. Far too little work is
done between one polling
day and the next.

In the course of the cam-
paign class issues — par-
ticularly around the bealth
service — were raised at last,
but for the past few years the
national leadership has been
far too obsessed with expell-
ing people from the Party
rather than recruiting people
to it.

Reactions on the doorstep
show that the labels hung on
people like myself have little
effect, Far more decisive are
our attitudes towards hous-
ing, jobs, race relations, care
of the elderly, etc.

Jeremy Corbyn and (a part of!) the Istington North campaign team!

We need to go on the of-
fensive. We now have 1o
maobilise pecople not only
against the Tory govern-
ment, not only in defence of
living  standards, local
authorities, and so on — but
Jor socialism.

How do we do this? First,
we must win the Party to
withdrawal from NATO. A
defence policy which calls
for unilateral nuclear disar-
mament while still acting as
if the Cold War is in Tull sw-
ing is untenable.

Secondly, an economic
policy  which  promises
growth bur fails to offer any
clear means of controlling
the country's major in-
dustries and financial in-
stitutions will remain uncon-
vincing. These two key areas
of policy should be joined
with continuous campaign-
ing on health, social securi-
ty, housing and poverty.

The next four years will
probably sce unprecedented

The West Midlands has
long been an area
where all that is rotten
about the Labour Party
is clearly on view. The
urgent need to overturn
the right wing's control
was shown graphically
by the election result.

There was a complete
failure to match the swing
to the Labour Party that
occured in the North,
Scotland and Wales. A
few per cent was all they
could manage, in spite of
their grovelling pursuit of
the "‘'middle ground
vote’’.

The media highlighted
the slightly increased
majority of Hattersley in
Sparkbrook, Birmingham.
They failed to point out,
however, that this came
from a swing to the SDP
from the Tories — and
showed up poorly with
the result from Coventry
SE, where Dave Nellist, a
Militant supporter,
managed a8 5% swing to
Labour from the Tories.

Andrew Faulds, from
Warley East, declared that
‘“*Any leftie that turns up in
the Committee Rooms during
the campaign will get booted
out of the Party'’, True, he
achieved a 3.8% swing from
the SDP to Labour — but this
was in a solid working class
area,

Compare this to the result
in Birmingham Edgbaston, a
heartiand of the Tories. The

By Birmingham Labour
Briefing supporters

Labour PPC, a Briefing
supporter, achieved a 5%
swing from the Tories to
Labour, A strong campaign in
Ladywood boosted Clare
Short's majornity,

Pride of place has to go to
John (ex-|Spellar, the EETPU
Labour Party candidate for
Northfield, an area which
takes in the Longbridge
complex and Is hardly known
for its middle class affluence,
He achieved a 0.3% swing
away from the Labour Party
to the Tories — and so lost
this important marginal. Nice
one John!

Ovaerall, there was little
change in the number of
seats, except of course for
generously handing back one
of the Wolverhampton seats
to the Tories.

We could go on. It is true
that some moderate
candidates gained a little
ground at the expense of the
Alliance, but it is the law of
diminishing returns. If you
saw some of the pathetic
drivel some of them were
dishing out in leafiets to pick
up these crumbs you wouild
wonder the point of
bothering

The left has little to lose
and everything to gain in this
area. We need to go on the
offensive and tum the Labour
Party outwards and by radical
campaigning end this rightist
tradition,

The local Labour leadership
makes Kinnock look a pinko.
They have nothing to offer: it
is time for them to go.

class warfare in this country.
An ever more arrogant Tory
government will seek to
destroy trade unions and
whole  industries.  Their
candy-floss cconomy will
soon wilt, and cconomic
hardship will descend on
many people hitherto pro-
tected from it,

Like other people ['ve
been studying the election
results and looking for the
patterns. The  apparent
north-south divide is actual-

The Financial Times
commenting on
Labour’s Manifesto
spoke of the anti-
nuclear policy: "’It has
been toned down to
the point where it is
almost an apologetic
footnote.”

Apologetic, please note,
not to the Russians as the
gutter press shrieked, but
to US Finance and to the
NATO generals.

First, we had to endure
the embarrassing
spectacle of Neil and
Dennis crawling to
Reagan in Washington for
a 20 minute interview
where they did not even
mention nuclear
disarmament but assured
the President of their
unswerving loyalty.

During the General Election
campaign, the whole moral
power of CND’s case against
nuclear weapons was gutted,
Instead we got a muddied
technical argument on
defence tactics where loyalty
to NATO and a massive
increase in conventional
forces were stressed above
any question of the insanity
and waste of nuclear
escalation.

No slogans were raised to
cut defence spending
internationally to cure
unemployment and to tackle
Third World poverty, The
whole nuclear issue was
insulated from any link with
anti-imperialist foreign policy

Anti-nuclear policy

ly a cfass divide, Our politics
in the future must be shaped
by that understanding.
Many MPs labelled ex-
treme by the popular media

had astoundingly good
results. Chris  Mullin  in
Sunderland, Pat Wall in

Bradford, all the results in
Liverpool, show that sup
port is forthcoming for can-
didates prepared to stand up
and campaign on socialist
policies. Theirs is the exam-
ple to follow.

By Dave Spencer
Coventry Labour
Briefing

matters or even natural
human fear — an amazing
performance

But even this whingeing
shadow of a policy did not
satisfy the Tory press it
was attacked as thaugh it
were the real thing. So we
got the waorst of all worlds

The public did not get any
clear and convincing
arguments for unilateral
nuclear disaramament, and
there was talk about the
defence polcy losing Labour
the election, the British
people not being ready for
such radicalism and so on
Strange that in both 1964
and 1974 the Labour Party
won the election with a
policy of unilateral nuclear
disarmament promptly
gnored by Harold Wilson and
David Owen of course
Strange too that the Alliance
had the palicy which our
critics seem to approve of —
and who voted for them?

It should be clear that the
spirit of Conference decisions
and of the peace nwvement
was in no way expressed
during the election campaign,
It should also be clear that
the only reason that the right
wing so far have not openly
opposed the policy is
because they feared hordes
of CNDers joining the Party
to deselect them —'at the
same time they sabotage any
move or campaign to
promote the policy.

Brighton Labour Briefing

After the election, which way forward
for socialists?
DEBATE
John Molyneux (SWP)
Jane Kelly (Labour Briefing)

Weds. July 1st, 8pm
Unemployed Centre, Tilbury Place, Carlton Hill,
Brighton
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General Election feature

Election images

of women

Men never
seem to

learn!

There was a wonderful

typographical error in
The Guardian on
Saturday June 13th,

which brought a ray of
light into the otherwise
dismal gloom of the
election results,

It showed, under the
heading ““Women MPs set
record”’, that 141 women
MPs had been elected: 121
Tories, 17 Labour, 1 SDP, 1
Liberal and | SNP.

Even though the 121 were
Tories it would have been a
great result for women —

By Mandy Moore
Member, National
Labour Women's
Committee

but of course it wasn’t true,
The real total was only 41 —
6.3% of the overall number,

I have the awful feeling given
the slow pace of change "that
these figures demonsirate that |
shall be long gone before
wormen See- the equal
representation we should have
in parliament whether it be in
the Tory Party or the Labour
Party.

One of the worst aspects of it
all is that the Labour toral is
proportionately only  slightly
better than the Tory. It should
be streets ahead. How can we
expect 1o convince women that
the Labour Party is the Party
for them when mosl
constituencics with safe seats
still think that only a minority
of the population {(men) can be
MPs?

Fhe Party was supposedly
targetting women during the
campaign. Of all the major
partics we¢ had the best
manifesto  commirments  and
policies for women, indeed the
Party’s research showed that the
Women's Ministry had

overwhelming  support  {rom
women,

Yet what happened? The
Women's Ministry was
“launched"” at a press
conference right at the

beginning of the campaign,
never (o be mentioned again.

It was as if the Party had a
chore 1o perform which il
wanied to get oul of the way as
quickly as possible so that it
could get on with the real
business ol the clection. As a
consequence - the  Women's
Ministry and women’s policies
generally had litle coverage,

We never eéven began to get
across 10 significant numbers of
women whar our policies could
mean for them or how they
would transform their lives.

Why was this? There were a
number of faults with the
campaign, onc of which was the
over-emphasis on personalities
instead of positive policies, and
the major problem the Party has
when presenting the leadership
of the Party (in its widest sense)
is that there are no women
involved.

There may have been a policy
of '“at least one woman on every
platform' - and it was usually
one — but these women were
appendages, never the main
spokespeople. The only
exception was the Women's
Ministry  Press  Conference,
when the electorate saw  a
number of Labour Women —
after that it was men, men, men,

In contrast to us, both the
Alliance with Shirley Williams
and the Tories with Margaret
Thatcher had women visibly in
the leadership of their respective
Parties. Not so Labour, Indeed
the image of women coming
across most sirongly from the
Labour Party throughout the
campaign was the “‘durtiful wife
and mother’' image in the guise
af Glenys Kinnock,

This election more than any
orher was notable For showing
all three male Party leaders
but Kinnock more than any —
hawking around their wives
(presumably o show  what
macho, hetro men they are).

A lot of nonsense is talked
abour the ‘‘comservatism’’ of
women — usually by men, The
evidence aciually shows that the
proportions of men and women
supporting both Labour and the
Taries is roughly the same. In
fact more women voted Labour
than men: women 34%, men
31 %, Percentages for the Tories
were: women 45%, men, 44%;
and for the Alliance: women
21%s, men,25%, However, we
have lost more women's votes
than men's since 1979 and we
are not repaining Lhem in the
same numbers as we are men’s.

The Labour Party only made
a half-hearted attempt, if that,
to rarger women. It certainly did
not produce the number of
women candidates in winnable
seals that it should have, and it
managed to hide so much good
palicy that could have won us
crucial votes. The Labour Party
should be the natural home of
women, It won't he, however,
until the Party's male chauvinist
image and ethos is radically
changed. Men never seem (o
learn,

Black MPs raise new

expectations

The election of four
Black MPs means that
for the first time Black
people in this country
will have people
representing their in-
terests politically.

Even if the MPs don’t
represent specific Black in-

terests it is. still important -

for Black people to know
that there are other Black
people there, in
Parliament.

For us, as socialists, it
begins to show that when
we talk about equal oppor-
tunities, when we talk
about minority rights, it's
not just words. It means
something in practice. :

Of course, there are also
drawbacks. There's going to
be a backlash, Racism will be
roused in response to seeing
Black people in positions of
leadership.

The Black MPs cannot act in
isolation, They have to feel the
temperature outside and go
where the Black community
demands they go. Many of
these demands will be na-

By Martha Osamor
Deputy Leader,
Haringey Council

tional, but many others will be
international,

South Africa will be on the
agenda. The Third World will
be on the agenda. AIDS and
how it is being used will be on
the agenda. Immigration will
be on the agenda,

Within the Party the position
of Black Sections and the
question of equal oppor-
tunitias will be raised again.

Black MPs will be warking
doubly hard. They will have to
deal with all the issues that
other MPs have to deal with
and all those issues raised by
the Black community as well.
Black people will have high ex
pectations of them.

The national campaign was
conducted in such a way that
we had to adapt it to suit the
needs and interests of local
areas and the demands of
Black people in those arcas.
The campaign was narrowed
down so much that it is dif-
ficult to say that it actually did
address those needs and
demands.

S
puly L
The planned Civil Rights
March from Broadwater Farm
in October should be given the
full support of the Labour Par-
ty. It raises many of the
demands we as socialists are
concerned about. The Labour
Party must play a large role in
the movement which will be
launched from the March and
which we hope will at long last
give some kind of unified voice
to all those fighting for their

-

eader,. Haringey Council

™ o

civil rights,

Ordinary  working people
and Black people have had a
lot taken away from them in
the last ten years — nationally
and internationally. Individual
rights and collective rights
have been attacked. The time
has come for us to take stock
and say that enough is
enough. There is a limit to
what you can give up — after
that, you have nothing left.

It’s not
starting.
The morning after the
night before the political
pundits were flagging up the
so-called *‘London Effect””
as a major factor in
Labour's election defeat,

The *‘London Effect''
refers primarily to Black
Sections and lesbian and gay
rights. Bitter defeats can un-
fortunately lead to witch-
hunts.

However, just before the elec-
tion, Labour’s debate on lesbhian
and gay rights took a significant
step forward. The leadership
decided 10 give explicit support
10 a civil liberties/anti-discrimi
nation position. There was one
drawback: this support was im
plicitly counterposed to that for
“positive images™” and “‘equally
vahd™ campaigns

Chris Smith (the only out gay
MP), writing just before the
clection, argued that “'our com-
mitment to equality has become
sadly clouded by all sorts of ex-
traneous rhetoric, gestures, and
isues: and these have served 1o
alienate many of those who
would probably otherwise have
accepied the nced to cradicate

been long in

CND leadership and the election

Lesbian & Gay rights
Don’t dither: fight
heterosexism!

By Sarah Roelofs
Hornsey & Wood Green
Labour Party

discrimination.'* (New
Stateserran, 5.6.87).

Exactly what Chris means by
“extraneous rhetoric, gestures,
and issues’ he never explains.
Presumably he is referring o
Haringey's commitment (o
positive images of lesbians and
gays in its education service and
to Ealing’s former commitment
10 lesbian and gay relationships
being equally as valid as
heterosexual ones,

Chris  acknowledges  that
“‘there s profound discrimina-
rion against lesbians and gay
men'’, but the nearest we get to
why this should be so is that les-
bian and gay oppression is caus
ed by rheir sexuality being
different.

Fhis is a statement of truth,
not an explanation. However, it
has the advamage of avoiding
any reference 1o heterosexism
and thereby w the
discriminatory  promotion  of
heterosexuality in our society.

The problem is thus quite
simple — there are some people
who happen to have a diflerent

Silence on disarmament

During the General Elec-
tion campaign, the CND
leadership stayed silent
and let Kinnock run the
show.

As with the TUC leader-
ship, there must have been
an agreement with the
Labour Party to do so.

Instead of using the op-
portunity to campaign for
CND policies and recruit
new supporters, they
allowed Kinnock to talk
nonsense about NATO and
conventional arms as
though it were a real anti-
nuclear policy, And the
electorate rejected it.

This opportunist tendency
by the CND bureaucracy to
kowtow to the Labour Party
has always weakened the
movement, In Navember

By Dave Spencer
+Coventry Labour
Briefing

1964, after Labour's victory,
Sanity’s editorial commented:

“Britain has gone with
Labour. It has gone moreover
with a Labour Party which
laughed densively at.the Con
servatives' declared intention
to _continue bulding an in
dependent  British  nuclear
deterrent which, said Harold

Witson, ‘will not be indepen-
dent, will not be British and
will not deter’ ',

It then went on to discuss
the new Labour government's
options and concluded:

“Harold Wilson has ap-
pointed a8 Minister for Disar-
mament with Cabinet rank,
Alun Gwynne-Jones. He has
appointed as Britain's
spokesperson at the UN Sir
Hugh Foot. These are indica-
tions that Labour takes disar-
mamemnt and its place in the
world serously. But no
government can nde two
horses at once in opposite
directions, If NATO is to be the
sheet-anchor of Labour's
foreign policy as Patrick Gor-

don Walker says, Gwynne-
Jones and Foot will find
themselves in phantom jobs, a
prestige facade covering the
same old crumbling interior. If
on the other hand MHarold
Wilson means business with
these appointments, that
sheet anchor will have to go.”’

It concluded by stating that
the task for CND and the
whole of the Left in the com
ing months must be to put
"'the most searching spotlight
on the NATO alliance’" .

Twenty-three years later
this task still remains. This is
one reason why the Tories
won the election. The CND
leadership’s stance did not
help.

sexuality and they obviously
shouldn’t  be  discriminared
against because of it. Civil liber-
ties for rhis “‘different”” group is
OK, but raising issucs that
challenge heterosexism is out of
order.

Somewhat surprisingly (given
the recent stance of 1s editor
John Lloyd as exemplified in his
contribution to the infamous
London Programme) a recogni-
tion of an element of the
discrimination appeared in a
New  Srotesmian  editorial  the
week before Chris’s arricle. [t
was on '"‘The Family' {read
“‘heterosexual  family'') and
argued that it *“‘has been used,
with spectacular success it
seems, by the Labour Party tor
electoral purposes'”.

This refers to the promotion
ol Kinnock's nice, clean family
image, It pointed out that this
promotion appears 10 accepl
thar *'a large reason for electing
a party is because its leader is
fortunate in his marriage”’.

It also argued that “‘there ap-
pears 0 be no empirical
evidence for correlating a politi
cian’s effectiveness in office and
his or her sexual orientation,
[he public interest is thus not
served by revelations  which
have no bearing on democratic
choice, "'

Or one could also add by pro-
motions of extrancous issues
such as whether the candidate
has a photofit family or even
has a family at all

Another example from the
clection campaign was Labour’s
"“boy meets girl™* newspaper ad,
with said boy using the rather
corny line ol offering to carry
said girl’s schoolbooks, The girl
sadly savy that she has no books
due 10 education cuts — was
this the end of a beautiful
heterosexual romance?

To return to Chris Smith's ar-
ticle he advances another
criticism of some lesbian and
way rights activists. They go 100
fast. We should advance step by
step. We should 1ake people
with us rather than alicnarting
them.

We should not give the im-
pression that we wish to fight on
lesbian and gay rights insread of
the bread and butter issues of
unemployment, health and
education, None of those who
support positive images and

cqual validity campaigns is ex-
clusively  involved in  these
issues, but the initial point is
important.

We obviously need 1o build
support rather than alienate.
Morcover, the Positive Images
campaign in Haringey has been
very critical of all who were in-
itially involved — including
themselves — in implementing
the issue,

The local Labour Parties, in
particular, whose Manifesto
palicy it was, were totally un-
prepared for the homophobic
and racist backlash. There was
NO CAMPAIRNING strategy Lo ex-
plain the whys and wherefores
10 the whole local community —

o community groups, TASs,
teachers, parents, etc,
The Council who had

adopted the Manifesto dithered
defensively for months while
trying desperately to backped-
dle. The media of course were
having a field-day. Out on the
sireets neo-fascism was worm-
ing its way into hearts and
minds courtesy of the local
Tories who were orchestrating
the opposition by playing on
people's fears and ignorance,
It's a bit mean, in this situation,
to blame the palicy itsell’ and
those attempling to support it,

OF course it matlers how an
issue is raised, but Chris’s step
by step approach appears Lo
make civil liberties a positive
step and  positive images a
negative one. Step by step seems
1o be step versus step.

As the pressure of a *'London
Effect” post-mortem builds up,
this argument could develop in-
1o a nasty case of divide and
rule. **Sensible”™ and ‘‘respec-
ltable™ lesbian and gay rights
supporters are set against the
"“loonies™" .

There needs 1o be a united
campaign in support of all our
lesbian and gay rights policies
coupled with a continuing
debarte and discussion on the
issue, the policies and the best
way to win support for them,

Labour Briefing could take
the lead with a day-school
covering all aspects of rhe
debate, but to be effective it
would have to be organised by
Briefing centrally and not left 10
Briefing  lesbian and gay
supporters.
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Building Briefing

Well, comrades, it just goes to show that it pays
to be in at the beginning.

The winner of this issue’s 500 Club draw has
come out as no. 001 — S. Smith of Brighton.
Congratulations, S., and who says the South
never wins anything, eh?

Meanwhile, Briefing is staring with awe at the
political tasks facing us. Aswell as a whole host of
union conferences, there’s what is for us one of
the major regional Labour Party Conferences
coming up (London), there's the AGM, and a
London-wide meeting on local government.
Beyond that, it will soon be time for Annual Labour
Party Conference again...

if we are to meet the challenge posed by the
election resuit — not only to be part of but also to
lead the fightback of the left — we will need the
resources to do it. Supporters have been taking it
a bit easy during the election campaign — now is
the time to get cracking! Specifically, crack those
cheque books open, crack open those piggy
banks, and send us paper money, donations and
standing orders to the 500 Club!

Together we can win — join us in the fight!

SUBSCRIBE TO BRIEFING

Make sure of your copy of the fortnightly
Labour Briefing. For an annual subscription
send £12 to Labour Briefing, PO Box 457,
London SW2 5UZ (cheques, etc., payable to
Labour Briefing).

Briefing AGM
Saturday July 4th
at
Polytechnic of
Central London
Marylebone Road

S

(Baker St tube)

Admission by Briefing supporters
card:
available on request to shareholders
in the 500 Supporters Club
or on payment of £10 (waged) £3
(unwaged)

(cheques payable to Labour Briefing)
from: PO Box 457, London SW2 5UZ

Speakers:
Mildred Gordon, MP
John Wilton, ex-PPC
Jo Fawkes, Chair, Camden NALGO
Sharon Atkin
Jeremy Corbyn, MP

Hanger Dispute Committee,
c/o TASS, Wessex House,
520 London Road, Mitcham,
Surrey, CR4 4YQ.

J.E. Hanger
Artificial Limb
Dispute
We send our fraternal
greetings to all who
have helped and
supported us in our
fight against
Hanger/BTR over the
past 8 months.

P. Christmas
Chair, Hanger Dispute Committee

Send snippets and info to Greg
Bassett, Periscope Column,
Labour Briefing. 26 Crofton
Road. London SES.

you can do it yourselves.”™

Most: Briefing readers will only
have encountered this bizarre sect
(whose politics have remained pro-
udly unchanged since |1904) around
big demonstrations in Hyde Park,
where sellers of their Socialist
Standard shout the catchy phrase
“"Don’t work for wages'',

This year, however, the SPGB’s
election sogan was “'Last time you
voted for crumbs: This time vorte
for the bakery!"

Surely among the bone-headed
propaganda campaigns, this small
political dinosaur must at least take

Keep on Buchan

It might not have been directly the
Walworth Road machine, but
Labour's new professionalism cer-
tainly reached north of the border
to prevent any misunderstandings
in the campaign for Norman
Buchan’s re-election in Paisley
South.,

After an unfortunate series of
incidents (in which a loudspeaker
van was thought to be swearing at
punters on a local estate who had
alightly misheard the slogan
“Vote Buchan, Labour') the

media marketing men insisted on  the cake?
a clarification.
_The slogan, they said, had 10 be
gher Vot Libour, Voo The Red Facade

Buchan”, or — in desperate cir-
cumstances “You'd Buchan well

Better vobe Tabome Prize for the meekest sheep dress-

ed up in “revolutionary” wolf’s
clothing during the election must
go to the rub-thumping Revolu-
tionary Communist Party and
their “Red From'™,

Their candidates of course pick-

Do it yourself
Party

While Labour's political strategists
searched for trendy ways to pick
up floating voters, at least one par-
ty was giving the "'don't knows™" a
really hard time:

“Do not vote for (Steve)
Dowsett if you want a leader to
put things right for you, or simply
because you can't stand the other
candidates. The Socialist Party
wants only socialist votes, and
plenty of them so that we can
show those who uphold this rotten
system that there is a growing
number of workers seeing through

it
Dowsett's campaign In the
Labour marginal of Islington South
culled a  weighty votes:
does not have statistics

to hand to check whether or not
this does represent ‘‘a growing
number of workers™ compared to
1983. Nadonal commentators
certainly failed to detect a major

swing.,
A political equivalent of MFI, the
Sacialist Party pledged that;
“it will do absolutely nothing for
you. If you want to change society

ed up a predictably derisory vore
in their 17 target constituencies
around the country (only iIn
Knowsley North did a Red Front
candidate top the 500 mark, with
their 2,882 votes averaging a mere
one per cent of the Labour vote
— 0.36% of the electorate — of
those constituencies).

But behind the adventurist
bravado and flashy artwork, the
political content of the Red
Front's platform was as feeble as it
is possible to get.

With no reference to sociahsm,
to nationalisation or expropria-
tion, no call for workers” control,
no defence of public services, no
explicit discussion of the over-
throw of capitalism or the
smashing of the state, and no
political line for the trade union
movement, the “Plarform for
working class unity” was almost
totally reformist on every issue.

David Steel could probably
agree that:

“We are in favour of the widest
extension of civil liberties and for
(sic) equal rights for all.”

And the Alliance could also
have paraphrased the “Red
Front’s” objectives in standing:

“The Red Fromt cannot in-
fluence the immediare ourcome of
the clection, but it could give
shape and leadership to people's
aspirarions for change.”

But where next for the RCF? Its
platform declared thar;

“A credible electoral showing
for the Red Front would be a war-
ning to the authorities that if they
push us, we're going to hir back,”

Having failed to obtain a credi-
ble electoral showing, does thar
mean they will now give in? |

You'd expect an ultra-left red
facade 10 come up with something
completel{ over the top — this is
just completely under the bottom.

Calling them out

Gloomy tmes ahead for the
Newsline remnant of Gerry
Healy's Workers' Revolutionary
Party, whose ten candidates
managed to secure an even lower
proportion of the vote than the
“Red Front''. They notched up a
top score of 274 in Bow and
Poplar, and an average vote of
172.

The WRP ran a bazenly sectarian
and reactionary campaign, going
out of their way to campaign
against Bernie Grant in Tottenham
and singling out Haringey council's
equal opportunities policies as the
targer for backward workerist
actacks.

How will they analyse the results
of this expensive and abortive
series of failures!

According to Newsline (June 4):

"The the WRP candidates stan
ding in the elecuon are fighung for
the mobiliation of the working
class in a General Strike to end the
menace of dictatorship and create
the conditions for the working
class to seize power."

Does the WRP's failure at the
polls mean that in their view dic-
tatorship s now inevitable? Or will
Newsline regard its 1,721 votes as
an ondorsement of these policies,
and the basis for an immediate
General Strike call?

Does anyone really care!

I Spy a soft left

Briefing was the only serious cur-
rent of Labour's hard left to spell
out an alternative programme
counterposed to that of Kinnock
and Hattersley.

Though we clearly stamped the
back page of our Election Special
“Unofficial” and “Not yet en-
dorsed by NEC", it proved suffi-
cient to work some Fleet Street
hacks and some soft lefis into a
lather.

SR NIRRT ITE AV P TERRRENE

"Revealed: the Iceberg
Manifesto”  shrilied the  ever-
gullible Dacly Mazf in a front page
article which offered a passable
summary of our alternative pro-
gramme, with the rather exag.
gerated ¢laim that:

“'behind the acceptable face of
Mr Kinock 15 an ugly and revolu-
tionary ‘iceberg’ manifesto with
plenty of supporters to push it
through,™

Meanwhile in Brent East, a
flustered Ken Livingstone — who
had already proclaimed Kin.
nock’s manifesto ss “the most

radical since the war” — denounc:

ed the Brigfing response to a con-
fused Daily Marl reporter:

“This is all nonsense. It is clear-
ly aimed at damaging Labour's
campaign. T would not be surpris-
ed if MIS was involved in putting
it out.”

Putney debates

As Peter Hain, leading smoothic of
the soft left LCC, wipes the egg
from his face after a disastrous
election defeat, at least he did not
blame the whole fallure onto
yuppies'”

He has admitzed that in Putney
(as in Battersea — and many other
parts of London) Labour's meda
campaign had failed to get out the
vote from what should be the
bedrock areas: the council estates,

But chis raises an Interesting
question: if they weren't canvass-
ing and knocking up the counci
tenants, just who exactly did Mr
Hain and his bureaucratic campaign
managers focus their attentions
upon?

When duty calls

Tearful farewells and uncon-
solable grief marked the departure
from British Leylund's Cowley
Body Plant of the Reverend Tony
Willlamson, Labour councillor
and for many years the spiritual
leader of the hard-line right wing
leadership of JPs, which has con-
trolled the plant’s  massive
TGWU branch since the war,

The tears were not from shop
floor workers — hundreds of
whom recently had to be physical-
ly restrained by militant stewards
from artacking Williamson after
he overturned a mass meeting ma-
jority and called off an overtime
ban — but from his right wing
cronies, who know how hard it
will be ro replace his skilled
manocuvring from the chair.

BL management may also soon
be reaching for their hankies: it
was their surprising inflexibility
— refusing Williamson permis-

ed him 1o leave

Among the most regretful will
be the industrial  relations
managers, who were able to Jeave
most of their strike-breaking and
trouble-shooting durties o
Williamson and the TGWU con-
venor Alec Morton. Now they
could be forced to work for a
hiving,.

No Sex Please:
We're Tories

Thatcher's victory has brought a
resurgence of illusions among the
ultra-right. Within days of the
election have come demands from
a fanatical Tory grouping scream-
ing the odds about AIDS and
demanding that '‘homosexuality'
be once more made Wlegal.

With the Harvey Proctor affair
barely out of the press, Thatcher
will be far from chuffed to find the
“rabid right" so soon on the
rampage.

And Cecll Parkinson, freshly
restored to cabinet rank, will be
more than peeved to find that
some Tory voters want to cramp
his style by insisting that con-
traceptives be issued only to mar-
ried couples!

Which raises the question : with
sex "'scandals'' of all sorts rife
among reactionary — even fascist
— politicians, and now also among
red-necked, Bible-bashing US
evangefists, where s an old
fashioned., fire-breathing,
puritanical bigot to find political
leadership these days? Did | hoar
somebody suggest the Milizane
tendency?

Detailed,
damning,
dustbin

The May LCC national mailing
recommends Hanngey LCC's
“detailed and damning” paper on
Haringey’s financial crisis  The
End of the Road?

Inaccuracies and apolitical ar-
tacks on named individuals forced
the local LCC 10 withdraw the
paper and reissue a '‘cleaned-up”
version. Unfortunately, even this
revised edition was httered with
factual errors, illogic, and double-
talk,

In all its "detailed and damn-
ing” documentation, mor one
specific, positive proposal is ad-
vanced. Even on the basic ques-
tion of rent rises, the LCC does
not state whether it is for or
against,

The End of the Road? vemains an
apt candidare for the dustbin of

Prince Charles
plants potato.
Significant.

The not-so-bonny Prince Charles
recently spent 3 days on a croft in
the Hebridian island of Bernaray
(poputation |20) to see "'how peo-
ple live and work and what their
problems are.'’

The future King helped with lam-
bing, planted potatoes, mended
fences. carried in peats, and went
creel fishing in the Minch. ""He
went along behind my husband
Donald's tractor planting potatoes
from a bucker,” commented
Chrissie MacAskill.

The question now posed is does
this represent a left turn for the
manarchy! Will Bea Campbell in-
terview the Queen? Will Phillip
spend the weekend in a London
squat as Di distributes free card-
board boxes to the capital's
destitutes’

Does Charles have a subscrip-
tion to Marxism Today! OH,

*Nuff said

Former UCS shop steward and
Communist Party militant Jim-
my Reid has left Robert Max-
well’s Scottish Daify Record to
join  Rupert  Murdoch's  Sun
newspaper,

In an imterview with the
Glasgore Herald he claimed thm
his artacks on Arthur Scargill dur-
ing the miners’ strike were done

“in response to an appeal from
the leadership of rthe Labour
Party,”

“Was that Kinnock?™ asked the
interviewer.

“let people draw their own
conclusions,"” replied Reid, M. K.

History, man?

During the election, The Guardian
ran a page of articles by famous
writers declaiming their loyakties in
the upcoming poll.

The Guardain apologised for be-
ing unable to find anyone o speak
up for the Tories, but failed to ex-
plain the absence of any women
writers from the page!

Malcolm Bradbury, in the
course of his pledge of allegiance
to the SDP, decried the dominance
of British politics by what he called
“'outworn  nincteenth  century
Ideclogies’’ and demanded, in-
stead, a rebirth of “liberalism™.

sion (o continue in effectively a  history — to which most copies of The : "

( . - cal chis man an inteflectual!
part-time role after he accepted a it have slready been consigned. 4 LA
post as a local vicar — which forc- LA :
N T R Ll e s Ly L S A A s at et st fifdidist s bl
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DON’T PANIC!

A hitch-hiker’s guide
to the Tories’
legislative galaxy...

Thatcher will have three
linked objectives for her
third term:

® Restraining  inflation
and maintaining tight finan-
cial control, backed by an
increasingly liberal lax
regime affecting both higher
and basic rate of income tax.

® Reducing the size of the
public sector — and hence

Labour's natural constituen-
¢y — by continuing the
privatisation programme.

@ Enlarging that section of
the working class with a
stake in “popular
capitalism'', through new
policies on housing and local
government.

Most of the obstacles 1o
this programme have been
destroyed: the unions are in
legislative shackles, with o
timid leadership, a relatvely

docile and declining
membership  and  limited
resources,  The  left-wing

locial authorities have been
isolated by a combination of
press vilification and restric-
tive legislation, There are no
discernible clouds on the in-
ternational financial scene.
The opposition parties are
busy licking their wounds.

Hlowever, there s one map
My o the Tany omtment. The
sead pmbers just Jdo nor add
up, I oordes 1o pay Tor the com-
wiitment o reduced income s
illlll lll\' llllii“'('ll.l"\'\' al sMme
public services (necessitated by
their perceived vulneratalingy on
Stearing’’ issues) Lawson and
Thatcher will not only have o
sell the family silver by privalis
e wider and  electricity, 1hey
will be Guwed by hard choices on
1he expemliture side which may
laned  them  in considerable
political difficuliy.

The main candidates For cost
cutting and tax ruiving are as
follows:

@ increasing use of VAT as a
tax on expenditure:

o reductions in defence com-
mitment and spending.:

@ reduced income suppori (o
the poor and unemployed;

@ further cuts in  central
wovernment support o local
authorities;

e more  one-off
publicly-owned assets.
Many things could sill go
wrong for the Tories: a subsian
tial increase in commodity
prices; a collapse in the dollar,
and currency <chaos  lowing
deflarionary policies

But if rthe last eight vears
teach anything, it 35 thar the
economy can be run on an

sales of

By Reg Race
Tottenham CLP

cquilibrinm basis at substantial-
Iy less than full employment,
and with minimal political cost
10 the governing party,

Labour’s task, in this difficult
context, is o discredit  the
legislative  programme  and
economic policies, linking such
arguments  afwavs to  the
destruction of the hegemonic
ideas which have been used to
win major sections of the work-
ing class to the cause of
Conservalism.

The big policy initiatives will
come in local government, the
mner cities, education, industry,
and weltare henefirs,

Local Authorities

® he Tones will legislare 10
outlaw  contract  compilianee
procedures that go bevond so-
called  “‘legitimate’  concerns.
Obligations  under the Race
Relations Act 1976, the Health
andd Safery a Work Act and the
Sex  Discrinmation  Acl may

well  be  eacluded o ad-
mimstratively hampered. Also
of concern 15 a grey arca — on

which the Tories have not com-
mitted themselves — of enforce-
ment in local authority con-
tracts of good employment

practices, such as minimum
rates of pay, conditiohs of ser-
vices, and trade union
membership.

® The Tories are committed to
limit further the freedom of
local authorities to  publicise
their policies and ochievements,
and [0 criticise  government
policy. Specifically, they will
seek to teverse the amendments
made 10 the 1986 Local Govern
ment Act by the House of Lords
and may seek ro make 1the Code
of Local Auchorits Publicity
mandatory

Some projected weekly
increases in Council rents
Camden, £31

Lewisham. Tower Hambers,
£18

Islington, £17

Haringey, £16

Oxford, #6063

® Thatcher will reintroduce
proposals 1o make a wide range
of housing powers subject o
Ministerial consent procedures
and implement major changes
1o Housing Revenwe Accounts.
They will be “‘ring-fenced” to
prevent subsidy heing given to
housing revenue accounts from
the General Rate Fund —
leading 1o steep rises in Council
rents in  many Labour
controlied  authorities  (see
table).

The Tories also plan to give
existing council temams  a
statutory right to opt out of
Council ownership and become
tenanis of housing associations
or approved private fandlords,
Minorities, i.e. tenants who do
not wish to be teansferred, will
be compelled by law to accept
new landlords,

® Domestic  rates . will  be
abolished, and a national,
uniform business rate introduc-
ed. A soxalled Community
Charge (Poll Tax) pavable by all
individuals aged over 18 will be
introduced to replace domestic
rates. Even pensioners and
those on social security bencfits

will have o pay a1 leasy 20% of
their poll tax bill,

A uniform narional increase
i benefits will compensare only
in part for the tax lability. [t
will not provide 1%
compensation.

The poor and pensioners in
arcas where poll tax will be high
will face greatly increased ex-
penses, Camden pensioners, For
example, will probably have 1
pay £50 a vear out of their
benefit in poll tax.

Some poll tax levels will be
truly  staggering, The iable
shows average rate bills in some
London Boroughs, and the
Government's own projections
for poll tax.

Nol evenyone will lose out.
The rithest fraction of the
population, living in the largest
and highest rated houses, will
abtiin the revinnen  benefin.
Thus, Margarer Tharcher and
millionaire husband Dennis will
save £37 o0 week on their mock-
Georgian retirement  home in
Dulwich, Secretary of State for

The

Alliance tumble

Incredible
Disappearing

Doctor

Bryan Gould has jibed
that David Owen will
now have to go off and
found another country,
and I think we can all be
forgiven a smirk.

In electoral terms, the
Alliance has been wiped out.
The SDP not only failed to
win seats, it lost many of its
previous gains, In scenes of
past trinmph like Bermond-
sey and Greenwich, their
majaorities were dramatically
cut,

The Liberals enjoyed
more success than their part-
ners, but still failed to con-
solidate their local govern

By Christine Shawcroft
Leader, Tower Hamlels
Labour Group
(personal capacity)

ment  gains, notably in
lF'ower Hamlets, where the
electorate now realise that
the Liberals are to the right
of the Tories.

As Owen mourns behind
drawn curtains in El4, his
estwhile colleagues queue up to
stab him in the back. There now
seems little chance that he can
stave off a merger.

He is being blamed for in-
sisting on the “'scparatc but
equal’ palicy which cost the
Alliance electoral credibility,
and the mind-blowingly boring
campaign  pitched  at  the
“thoughtful®* voter.

With s stim rump of MPs,
there is no chance that he can
shime his way in as Leader of the
merged party. He is in too weak
a position even to gel the words
“*Social Democratic’” into the ti-
tle somewhere. He has a great
future behind him. My money is
on him joiring the Tories within
waovears

But before we all start danc-
ing in the streets, we should
remember there is one way in.
which the SDP has been a great
success, fulfilling the hopes of
its Ruling Class supporters, The
SDP was its insurance policy in
case of a Thatcher defeal, But it
has outlived irs usefulness, first
because she has retained a
massive majority and secondly,
because the Labour Party has
been transfomed beyond
recognition in the last couple of
years,

Like many people, 1 felt that
the departure of the Gang of
Four could anly do the Labour
Party good in the long run. It
seemed that, a1 Jast, the bar-
risters, the public schoolboys,
the Fellow  Travellers who
wanted a parliamentary career
and decided on the Labour Par-
v on the toss of a coin al some
Oxbridge tea party, were all on
the way out, The Party could
now develop into a mass
socialist Party of the working
class,

I am now bound to say 1 was
wrong. Undet the onslaught of
the Tories, the Alliance, the
Tory press and other organs of
the Ruling Class, the Party has
shuddered and buckled and
Ziven way,

Commirment after commit-
ment has been dumped as a
“‘vore loser'" — although funni-
ly enough we don't seem o be
winning many voles back.

Alter the anti-Militant witch-
hunt, we now have the anti-
Briefing  witch-hunt, 1o be
followed, even, by an anti-LCC
witch-hunt, The ralk now is of
making the Labour Party the
vehicle of “*social democracy'.

How ironic for Owen, left
cursing his luck in Limehouse,
when he might now be Leader
of the Labour Party had he
stayed, The Party he dumped
because it was “‘too Left Wing”'
has moved steadily 1o the Right,
And the Ruling Class sleep easy
in their feather beds.

Inner Cities
The Conservatives will by-pass

clected local authorities, by
establishing new LUrban
Development Carporations

under a remit to '‘regencrate’’
imner  city  areas, They will
follow the model of the London
Docklands Development Cor-
poration which is now leasing
land 1o international bankers at

Scotland  Malcolm  Rifkind £400.000 an acre when the
would save £377 @ year on his market value is at least £3
Borough Existing Poll Tax Poll Tax
{average) 2 person 3 person
household household
Camden f440 £1538 £2307
Greenwich £324 £1344 f2016
Hackney £372 £1296 £1944
Lambeth £381 £1280 £1920
Tower
Hamlets £322 f1348 £2022

plush home at 8 Old Church
Street, Edinburgh.

® Also planned are new, as yel
undefined, controls on local
authority capital expenditure,

® Local authoritites will be
compelled 1o privatise. Com-
pulsory tendering will be in-
troduced for refuse collection
and streer cleaning, cleaning of
buildings, carering  services,
ground maintenance, and vehi-
¢le mamtenance. Ministers will
also be empowered by statutory
instrument 1o extend the tender-
Ing system to other services,

million an acre,

This yuppification masked as
“regeneration’’ relies on closed
door policy-making at the dic-
tates of Whitehall, and ignores
all the real industrial and social
needs of the area,

Education

A strong middle class lobby in
support of state education poses
probiems for Thaicher. Her
proposals to initiate a national
core curriculum  for  regular
testing of children, l'or the right
of individual schoals to opt-out

from local authority control,
and for changes in the UGC
svstemn  (including the end of
academic lenure), are certain to
provoke determined resistance.

Industry

Water, electricity supply and
zeneration, British  Ajrports,
and the remaining tranche of
BP shares, will be sold off.
Here, the major problems for
the Tories li¢ in the difficultics
over safety and quality in the
water industry and siting of
capacity, and control over
nuclear power starions and fis-
sion products,

Benefits
Major changes brought in by
the 1986 Social Security Act will
take effect in April 1988, Single
payments to claimants will be
replaced by loans. “Workfare®
is to be introduced for the
young unemployed, forcing
them to submil their services to
the state. The new rule of thumb
will be *"'no work, no dole’’.
This is a formidable
legislative and financial pro-
gramme. Their aim is to pursue
yet further the creation of a sec-
tionalised working class, depen-
dent on capitalism for marginal
benefits not granted to all. The
Imperialist Tories of the 19th
Century live again.
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Flawed
method

that

did

not work

By Reg Race
Tottenham CLP

It would be very easy to
discuss Labour’s failure
in the General Election
campaign in terms of
gloss, glitz and roses.
This would be a fun-
damental mistake.

The image that the new
model Kinnock Party put
across is important in two
respects: it did not work;
and it was symbolic of an
approach to politics by the
leadership which is deeply
flawed.

It would be wrong to go
beyond this position and
argue that Labour should
not use opinion polls, that it
should not present itself in a
compelling manner to the
electorate, and that it should
produce boring leaflets and
political broadcasts,

At least Kinnock has done
on¢ important thing: he has
allowed flair, imagination and
professional skills to be used on
publicity to replace the clapped-
oul old bureaucrats and hacket-
tes who have *“run’’ every failed
Labour campaign since 1955,

Labour's share of the popular
vote was its second lowest since
1918. The Party won fewer seats
than that required for a *'credi-
ble’" result, from the leader-
ship's point of view, Post elec-
tion surveys demonstrate quite
plainly that it is in the working
class and on _its margins that
Labour is weak.

Skilled workers, junior
clerical workers, and super-
visors (the C2s) have been im-
bued with the teneis of That
cherism more succesfully than
any other section of the popula-
tion. In contrast, the intelligent-
sia and public sector white cal
lar workers have moved to
Labour over the past 20 years,

To listen 1o some comrades

talk, one might believe that the
North-South divide was ab
solute and that it was a new
phenomenon, This is nonsense,
Labour has been losing support
in rural and “*small town"" seats
in the South of England for thir-
ty years; who now remembers
that Labour used to hold Col-
chester, Sudbury, Chelmsford,
Faversham, Dover, Frome,
Taunton, Falmouth and Cam-
borne, Wycombe, Northamp-
ton and Norfolk South-West?

In the General Election of
February 1979, the Liberals
replaced Labour as the principal
second-placed opposition party
to the Conservatives in large
chunks of Southern England.

It is quite ludicrous to regard
the results in the South as
something new, based upon a
so-called “‘London effect'”. The
facts are that Labour has been
doing better than average in big
city Britain for many years, and
worse in rural and small town
Britain,

The '‘Southern Effect’ is
linked to long-term changes in
the perceptions of individuals'
class positions; to the growth of
service and financial employ-
ment at high wages or in non-
unionised environments; and —
specifically in the last decade —

to specific support for
toughness in government and a
set of ruling ideas which em-
phasise balancing the books,
giving incentives and punishing
those who are seen to be less
worthy because they are poor or
helpless.

The creation of this new
ideology has been a deliberate
ruling class policy: an attempl
to split the unity of working

class interests in  a - similar
fashion to that of Tory
Imperialism.

These factors can explain a
farge percentage of the dreadful
results in  Bristol, Swindon,
Slough, Harlow, Basildon,
Thurrock, and elsewhere. But it
is also clear that Labour's
results in London were generally
very poor, Given the positive
performance of Labour in the
inner cities and the level of ge-
nuine deprivation in London,
Labour should have walked
many constituencies in  the
capital where there were Tory
gains or very poor results. Not
all of these can be put down to
yuppie invasions, racism, or
press vilification of Labour
councils’ policies,

Labour will never win a ma-
jority in London unless it im-
proves radically the presenta-
tion by Councils of their pro-
gressive policies; and it cannot
win if it writes off sections of
the white working class and
does not deal effectively with
their concerns — principally
over jobs and the state of much
Council-owned housing,

The Labour campaign was
slick, glossy and had low con-
tent, a conclusion encapsulated
by the decision to scrap the
planned party ¢letion broadcast
on unemployment and replace it
with a re-run of Hugh Hudson's
clever portrayal of Kinnock as
leader. There was a consistent
refusal to address class issues;
and Kinnock totally distanced
himself from London and irs
large crop of marginal seats.

Kinnock himselt is in a
strengthened position. There is
now little chance of a right wing
PLP putsch against him, and he
will be able to continue govern-
ing on the basis of the tripod of
support he has built: the lfawn-
ing ineffectivencss of the trade
union bureaucracies; the loval
support of the centre-right of
the PLP, who see Kinnock as
the best man to ditch left wing
policies and procedures; and the
credulity of the centre-left
grouping in the PLP who want
jobs and are happy (o see
patronage coming their way.

I predict that there will be a
concerted move to isolate and
vilify the left by further
socialist-bashing, more expul-
stons through the NCC, and the
introduction of one person one
vote in Parliamentary selec-
tions. This policy in particular
will be designed to end the pro-
spect of left gains in the PLP
and give a greater role in the
selection of candidates to Mr
Kinnock and journalists from
the Sun and the Daily Mail.

There will also be attempts to
shed policies that are thought (o
be ‘‘vote-costly”'. Economic
policy is already in ruins; the
next casualty will be unilateral

nuclear disarmament, which
will be ditched as rapidly as
possible.

The election campaign, and
Labour's anodyne manifesto,

Kinnock mobbed by the media at the pre-election rally held in Islingion (see right)

show plainly that conference
decisions count for nothing and
that the only real power that ex-
ists is concentrated n  the
Leader’s office and the Shadow
Cabinet.

The position of both Labour
and the Jleft is perilous, Even.a
Kinnockite Labour Party will
require the destruction of That-
cherism’s key ideas if it is to
prosper: the erosion of the idea
that the books have to be
balanced; that ‘“‘housewifely

economics™ is the only true
path; and that people have 1o
look after themselves and sod
the rest.

Bluntly, we will not be able to
secure the election of cven a
minority Labour government
until we have re-convinced large
sections of the clectorate of the
validity of socialist ideas.

Only the left in the Party can
lead the way. It must assist the
Campaign Group to work ac-
tively in the country for the pro-

pagation of socialist ideas. We
must relaunch socialism as an
active political force,

We need to rebuild our base
in the constituencies and trade
unions, now heavily eroded by
Thatcher and Kinnock; and we
must rigorously use the selection
process to select commitied
socialists, and not posers, as
parliamentary candidates,

Finally, we should be quite
determined to make the costs of
a right wing attack on the left so

huge that it becomes impossible
1o pay it.

It will 1ake ume, perhaps a
great deal of it, ro rebuild the
Left’s voter appeal and the left
itself. The political weather will
change, The future is in our
hands, But it would be tragic if
the judgement of history on the
1987 election turned oul to be
that it was the election which
saw the re-creation of an unclec-
table Labourism,

Win back Tory voters!

Thatcher’s most notabie
achievement did not ap-
pear in the Conservative
manifesto: it was her
remarkable feat of
political engineering.

She has created swathes of
new working class Conser-
vatives. They showed up in
their thousands on election
night in the swings (o the
Conservatives in parts of
London in the South East, in
the hinterlands of industrial
Yorkshire and Lancashire.

They are. not the deferen-
tial, cap duffing kind, They
are the thrusting, greedy
type: earning a good wage
and expecting better; owning
their home and expecting to
sell it at a profit; living in
arcas where the labour
movement culture has been
pulversied by the bulldozers
of “industrial and social
change.

Labour's campaign, aimed at
reviving the traditions of the
past, might have warmed the
cockles of the traditional
Labour voter — unemployed, a
council tenant and/or part of
the collective culture of labour
— but it left these new Conser-
vatives completely cold.

Nostalgia for the values of the
welfare state was pot énough Lo
convince them that Labour
could both improve the stan-

By Hilary Wainwright
(Socialist Society)

dards of the education and
health systems end provide the
economic prosperity that this
select section of the working
class are enjoying. Yet unless
Labour wins the support of
these voters we could face Con-
servative governments for years
to come,

One response 1o this is to say
the campaign was fine, the pro-
blem was the spectre of the left
which though physically banish
ed, under house arrest in
Chesterfield, Bradford and
elsewhere, could never be com-
pletely exorcised.

This is the predominant
analysis coming from the
leadership’s office and it lies
behind the next stage in the
leadership’s plans to “‘clean up™
the party.

Another response is to ignore
the problem and assume there is
sufficient support still untapped
in Labour's class heartlands.
Although there is evidence of a
low turnoul in council estates
and among the unemployed, it
is wishful thinking to assume
their votes wuld produce a
Labour victory. On the whale
they would simply produce
higher majorities in Labour-
held seats.

Anyway, the problem of con-
vincing them that it is worth tur-
ning out 1o vole Labour still re-
mains and from a different
angle is similar to the problem

of winning the support of the
more satisfied sections of the
working class, [1is on this issue,

This brings me to a third
response, the one for which i
would argue. This is 1o identily
a programme which connects
with the material circumstances
of these new Conservative
voters which, in the long
term, are not as wonderful as
they think., Labour's election
campaign failed to provide such
a programme,

The problem was not the
techniques of the campaign, we
should nol scoff at the skills of
the “shadow advertising”
group, hut the content, or
rather the lack it. Here the most
dramatic failure was the abscnce
of a credible economic strategy.

At Walworth Rd the party's
pollsters were saying that the
majority of voters did not
understand Labour's economic
policy, and those that did were
not convinced — not surprising
since Labour's main spokespeo-
ple did not appear very convinc
ed either.

They muttered, soto voce,
aboul the National Economic
Assessment  and  rthe  British
Enterprise Board knowing that
the next question would be
*“Isn’t that rather reminiscent of
the failed Social Contract and
the National Entérprise
Board?"' — “‘Well, um... the
trade unions have given us their
commitment... the enterprise
board would not take on lame
ducks.””

The leflt needs to make good
this hopelessness on economic
policy. It has the components:
the alternative principles for m-
tervening in production
{including technology)
developed by several left local
councils and trade unions: the
proposals for financial controls
put forward by Andrew Glyn;
the beginnings of co-aperation
on an international scale across
Burope and with the Third
which are an essential basis for
any convincing socialist
eCoNomics,

The need to pull these strands
together into a coherent pro-
gramme is urgent. A major in-
ternational slump is round the
corner. Fhe government's
response will be nationalistic,
and anti-Japanese. There will be
strong pressures for a  bi-
partisan approach, The Labour
leadership, bound as it is to
Great Britain patriotism, will
fail 0 come up with an
alternative.

@ Hilary Wainwright’s book on
the Labour Party, lLabour: A
Tale of Two Parties (Chatto &
Windus, £5.95) will be out in
September,

® The Socialist Society, with the
Campaign Group, the Con-
ference of Socialist Economists,
Labour Briefing, END and
others- arc organising a con-
ference in the autumn on major
policy issues. For details contact
the Socialist Society, 9 Poland
Street, London WI.

PHOTO: Pandors Anderton, The Nextr Step
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General Election debate
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Right-wing
razzamatazz

Labour has fought a
brilliant campaign!
Everybody says so. The
only problem is that we
lost!

A couple of Briefing sup-
porters on special assign-
ment infiltrated a Kinnock
Rally at the Business
Design Centre, lIslington,
to see what the Labour
Party's new image was all
about.

On the way in, our in-
trepid reporters were sear-
ched for Militant
newspapers and any other
nasty left propaganda. The
stewards cast their eyes
over Labour Briefing, con
sulted with their superiors,
and pushed us through into
Kinnock's political arena,

We were bowled over by
the glossy packaging, the
show business personalities,
balloons on the ceiling,
the balcony
tables, with messages telling
us when to throw them.

The whole event was a
farum for Kinnock's personali-
ty, not for politics. The rally
carefully ignored everything
that the election campaigh had
also been silent on; crucial
Issues such as _ Labour's
defence policy, the economy,
racism and sexuality. Safe not
socialist politics was the
flavour of the month in a cam
paign aimed at the white
heterosexual nuclear family,

By Kate Adams and Ian
Millichap
Hackney North CLP

The atmosphere was an odd
mixture of exaggerated
euphoria and unesse, caused
by the intimidating presence
of stewards and police. The
audience was mainly white,
and the whole afternoon took
on the air of a moral crusade
for freedom with the emphasis
on Christian ethics. You know
the sort of thing: we f{the
Labour Party) are good and
kind, and they (the Tories) are
nasty and uncaring.

The crunch came when this
was challenged by anti-
deportation campaigners
demanding to know whether
Labour would close down the
Harwich immigrant Prison
Ship and lift the deportation
order on Viraj Mendis.

As the protestors attempted
to make themselves heard
over the booming public ad
dress system they were bund|
ed out by Labour Party
stewards, One woman was
roughed up to the extent that
she ended up on her knees
coughing and choking outside
the hali

A Briefing supporter was
also ejected for refusing to
hand over his newspapers on
the grounds that he might sell
them inside the hall, He was

marched to the exit surround-
ed by stewards.

These events were
foreshadowed by a series of
similar incidents a week

before at the Kaufmann rally,
when five people were ar
rested after raising questions
regarding thr repeal of the
Public Order and Immigration
Acts.

At the close of the Islington
rally Kinnock delivered a short
speech, carefully timed for the
6.00pm news bulletin, and the
audience delivered their rap-
turous applause and cheers. It
was a speech full of rhetoric
but devoid of any politics,

True to form Kinnock had
determinedly told the left to
““shut up'’ during the General
Election Campaign, Any at-
tempt to challenge or criticise
was quashed, for example
Sharon Atkin's deselection for
speaking out against racism
and supporting Black Sec-
tions. This kind of censorship
under the guise of a moral and
humane leadership is frighten-
ing. It is just a taste of things
to come.

Desperate 10 save face after
Labour's glorious defeat Kin-
nock is determined to give the
left another bashing, The first
move is outlined in plans to in-
troduce the One-Person-One
Vote system in the reselection
pracess for parliamentary can-
didates — a neat way of
eliminating political debate.

If we want socialism, not
Kinnockism, the left must
stand firm and refuse to be
silent,

U CRE T DR T2 e s SRR o R ST IR R T s e ]
The hard sell that

By Sharon Atkin

The general election
result was disappoin-
ting — although

predictable — given the
fact that a campaign
geared to appease the
middle ground rather
than putting forward
bold socialist policies
was bound to fail.

The approach of using
advertising firms who
were more used to selling
cornflakes and soap suds
rather than a political
message proves that the

policies — as far as we
were able to ascertain
what they were — were
bankrupt.

This is a longstanding,
deep-rooted problem, which
has dogged the Labour Par-
ty since the 1985 conference
in Bournemouth,

Kinnock's speech laid the
basis for a move against the
left, and against the kind of
policies which would in-
evitably bring & real, radical
change to society.

The discarding of our red
flag for the rose was symp-
tomatic of a leadership
which was trying to recap-
ture the middle ground who

would more naturally sup-
port the SDP/Tories.

Yet the SDP vote collaps-
ed in this election, showing
that the majority of people
in this country are looking
for strong leadership, with
policies they feel will benefit
the electorate as a whole.

The failure of the Labour
Party to win the support of
working class people —
Black and white — proves
we on the left have to go on
the offensive in order that
the next 4 years sees a real
development of  radical
socialist policies, Only then
can we as a Party hold out
any real hope of change for
the mass of people, i.¢. those
who  are  unemployed,
homeless, sick and who need
education, and recapture the
Party to the benefit of the
masses.

The problems that have
dogged the left over the
years arc not so much to do
with ideology but priorities
and timing. While I am op-
posed to realignment, |
believe it is necessary for
groups on the left o
organisc around the central
issues that are affecting us
all,

It is apparent that in the
wake of the election defeat
there will be expulsions and
artacks on people who were
silent and marginalised dur-
ing the run up to the election
campaign, We must demand
now that socialism returns to
the Labour Party and insist
that no one is expelled and

aad

that there is an end to witch
hunts so that those people
who have fought on the
issues can take up their
rightful position in steering
the Labour Party into -the
1990s with correct, bold
policices,

Many people have likened
Kinnock's approach to that
of Gaitskell. For a number
of us on the lef his policies
and actions ar¢ reminiscent
of that former leader of the
Party!

However, Gaitskell never
became prime minister and
therefore history has taught
us a valuable lesson., To
ditch policies like
unilateralism, to marginalise

' 98l missed soft centre

campaigns for black rights
and self-determination, and
downplay women will mean
whole chunks of society are
dispossessed and
disenfranchised.

We must question Kin-
nock. He can't hide behind a
veil of trade unionists,
claiming that he really won
the campaign — he just lost
the war! When are we going
to get a leadership which
wants to fight for socialism
and develop the policies on
home and international
issues  which can bring
freedom to the working

class? That's the question we
must ask him,
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Trade Union Briefing

The

Two vears after the Great
Miners' Strike ended, 300
miners remain sacked.
Many of the victimised
miners have now become
impatient with the official,
low-profile, **don’{-rock-
the-boat-till-after-the-
election”’ strategy of the
NLUM.

A rolling campaign of
flying pickets of sacked
miners has been working its
way through the coalfields
area by area in an attempl
to push the issue to the

fore. The goal is a one day
national strike in the
autumn,

‘The campaign is led by
TERRY FRENCH, a sack-
ed Kent Miner, who has
spent the last two years
since the strike in prison.
Briefing interviewed him
after he spoke at a packed
meeting organised by the
Yorkshire Miners’ Cam-
paign Group, a vigorous
rank and file organisation
of NUM militants.

Briefing: What do  you
remember most about your lime
in prison?

Terry: That's a difficult one!
It's a complctely different life.
You hight hard 10 maintain the
links with your family and your
friecnds and contacts outside
But it’s impossible. It splits you
in two, So | decided to devore
my time to lighting within the
prison,

Briefing: How did the other
prisoners react to that?
Terry: IE 11 was an issue that al-
fected  everyone, then the
response was [00% solid, But if
it was one Jad being victimised,
then the rest ol them didn’t
want o know, | had w be
devious and pick rthe issues,
When I first came out and ad-
dressed meetings | would get so
emotional 1 would cry, [ don”

Liz French, speaking at the faunch meeting of the South Lusi
Region Justice for Mineworkers Cumpaign

Delegates to this year's
COHSE conference have a
choice; to bend the knee
before the Tory govern-
ment or start the real
defence of workers’ living
conditions and end the
steady retreat that has oc-
curred over the past eight
years.

The conference meets at
a time when despite the
Tory pre-election handout
to the nurses, over
200,000 NHS ancillary
staff — and hundreds of
thousands of technical and
clerical grades — have
been offered only a
derisory 4% increase.

Yet so far the manual unions
have focussed attention on
timid pleas for a nurses style
pay review body to offer a big-

ger nise!

For COHSE to throw in the
towel on pay would be seen
by the Tories as a green light
to hammer home a new wave
of attacks on the jobs and con
ditions of the lowest-paid
health workers.

Similarly, the threat of fus-
ther privatisations with
portering and other services
next in line for wage cuts and
the attentions of multinational
contract firms — must be
cambatted.

The impact of Tory anti-
union laws must also be
challenged by this year’'s Con-
fertence. The COHSE practice
of electing NEC members from
Regional Councils is  under

Terry French interview

miners will
be back!

do that now,

The Doncaster action put nesw
heart “into me and made me
want to carry on. 'm a class
highter and proud of it. The
autharitics regarded me as
disruptive i prison and they
winted me out.

Briefing: Why has the picketing
been organised in such secrecy?
Terry: We were open aboul it in
April, but then it was put aboul
that if any industrial action
came about because af the ir
volvement of the sacked men
then they would be the ones that
wouldn't ger their jobs back en
the final review! Some of the
m.en say that it was coming from
Sammy Thompson  (newly
elected Vice President of the
NUM).

I ¢hecked this. B owas @ total
lie. The Coal Board had said
nothing of the sor, Every time
we (ry 1o go public. Area of-
ficials wcorch i1, Rumours are
being soread and 1 wanl o
avoid ite sitluation of branch
against branch or the whole
thing will collapse.

That's the only reason for the
secrecy. Bul we have done the
groundwaork and in June or July
we will be able to wrirte ra the
Area panels and sav ""we are
coming'’,

Briefing: Why was M necessary
to emburk on this campaign?

Terrv: 1T we can't Tight for our
own futures with the help of the
men al the pits then it's a sorry
day. U've said ar meetings up
and down the country that there
are only Iwo groups of people
who are going 1o ger aur jobs

back — that's us, the sacked
lads, and the lads at the pit-
point,

The sacked lads have been us
ed by the Area officials ay a
lever saving “‘don’t rock 1he
boat, fads, or we won’'t get these
men their jobs back.” And
what's happened? The miners
have been kicked lrom arscholes
to breakfast lime

Briefing: How do you judge the
feclings of the miners? There's
been lots of sporadic action, at
Selby, Durham, and Daoncaster,
and a lol of resentment at the
Coal Board's actions,

ferry: The feeling is the same all
over the country. 1 think it
would be easier 10 call a na
tional strike now than it was in
'84. That's how [ sec it. Bur |
want concerled action,
disciplined, organised — not #
couple of days here and 1here,
This has 1o be buill,

We'll have to do what we did
in "72, '74 and '84 — and that’s
take the bureaucrats along with
us. Because it was us that fought
those sirikes and it’s  only
because we lost in '85 thar the
burcaucrats have gor the heel on
us,

Hriefing: It's been said in the
Yorkshire coalfield that you are
anti-union and anti-Seargill.
Teriy! When | was allowed out
of prison on home leave [ spent
Friday and Sarurday on the
Wapping picket line and on the
Sunday | addressed a fringe
meeting at the TUC conference
in Brighton for the Campaign
Group of MPs.

Sar on my left was Arthur
Scargill. | said, “‘Arthur, 'l
follow you till the end of the
world"' and | meant it.

He has done us no wrong.
There is a barrier hetween An
thur Scargill and the rank and
Nle and 1har is the Area barans
whe are stilling things. They
don’t want any trouble,

Briefing: What have vou done
to fake the fight inta the
branches?
Terry: When 1 attend meetings |
push that mners should get 10
their branches and get resolu
tions far acthion going. | want 1o
go through the framework ol
the Union. Ldon’t want 1o go as
a maverick, None al us wanis
that.

But the umon s just not do
ing it. Thev've vol 10 be Kicked

Briefing: You haye spoken
about getting the NUM back for
the runk und File, What do you
feel about a national organisa-
tion of the rank and file?
Terry: 1t could well come oul of
this action. I the NUM hasn’t
called a national conference of
the sacked maners by the time of
the Annual NUM Conference,
then we'll have our own con-
ference of sacked miners right
next door,

Ariefing: Do sou see a role for
yourself in bringing together a
broad left?
Terrv! There is lar oo much
sectarian back-biting going on
between the various lelt groups,
oo much emphasis on pra
moting their own narrow in
1erests, The way thatr the sirike
paliticised the lads into different
groupings has made the organis-
ing of a broad left harder now
than it was before the strike,
1] can get left-wing lads who
are mainly interested o the
maners, then 'l go alone with
it. Bul all the RCP and Militent

COHSE Conference

Will COHSE mount a fight?

By Dave Fowler

legal challenge — with a threat
to impose ballots,

Of course this Tory concern
for “"democracy’’ extends on
ly to the unions: nobady
least ol all health workers
gets to  elect the health
authorities who nod through
privatisation, cuts and
closures.

New rules to comply with
Tory legislation could make it
impossible to adopt positive
discrimination proposals to
rectify the appalling male
domination of COMSE's
leadership bodies in a union
where over 75% of the

membership is female,

Meanwhile attempts 1o en
trench the nursing profession
as an elite within the NHS
through maore stnngent train
ing schemas and entrance
guahfications are being hnked
to the intraduction of men:al
“helped' ' qrades on rock bot
tam pay, an ot /'TS schemes
to enlist jobless youtn,

The whole YTS structui.
has depended an union con
nivance: COHSE should be
taking the lead in waming of
the consequences for health
services if the Tory plans con
tinue unchallenged. The Scat
tish TUC has already opposed
these new schemes,

As a wunion whose main

Terry French

seem (o be interested inis g
g conirol ol the NUM,

Briefing. How do you see the
fight for the sacked miners
developing from here?

Terry: 11's been a softhy. soltly
approach, Different areis e
doing their own thing. I musl
be widened oul 1o o nationad
campaign,

Ihe only thing 1the Coal
Board s able 1o understand is
being booted . The only  tinw
they  have ever sevobiated iy
when the miners come from i
pasition al strength.

The campaign we have now,
ralling from area 1o area, will
wive us thar Neht, A the Sane
it"s lettinge the ordinary rank amd
tile miners leel their musele, leel
their sirength, Teel their uniny
again, And it's working

Unlortupately we are beiny
blocked by the tepidarion ol
the Area ollicials. 1T we can
overcome that, and they begin
1o see the strength of the rank
and Nle behind them., then we'll
suicceed

Briefing: What do you think the
Justice for Mineworkery Cam-
paign has achieved?

Terry: In financial lerms quite a
bit. | might be wrong, but |
don't see thar i’y got any jobs

hack,

Briefing: Did you feel the
Labour Party offered the sack-
ed  miners anything in (e
General Election campaign?

Fevry! Kinnack has said  thay

powerbase s in. the big
psychiatric hospitals, COHSE
also has most to lose by Tory
moves to force through cheap-
skate  "‘community  care'
schemes which have already
left tens of thousands of pa
tients without support. A
sarious campaign for real and
continuing care to replace the
large Victorian asylums is
essential for both the union
and for the patients,
COHSE's debberations
come against a background of
looming crisis In many areas of
the NHS, as health authorties
run up against rigid cash limits
— and after four years in
which health workers have
been among the more ulitant

following o Labaur siclory the
cases of the savhed sren would
be reviewed. But 1 hove heard
from o prominent  Fabour
politician that ol the Bcds - will
eel their jobs back . Kinpock is
siill nding on the fenee. Tiving
PO 1O Upset Sy o

Briefing: What would you Hke
other trade unionists (o do 1o
give you support’

Terey: I's been mooted 1hat
there will come a time when we
ought to broaden out to include
Hanger's, Silentnight, Wapp
ing, cte., and I've no doubr that
will happen. Bul at the moment
we are having a struggle keeping
our own campaign on the road
— especially  financially. It's
putting a strain on or lamilies,
travelling all over. Bul we're do-
ing it!

Bedefing: How do you see the
role of groups Hike this the
Yorkshire Miners Campaign
Group?
Terrv: Very important. One of
the first things | wrote abowm
Irom prisan was the role of the
support groups, [aoking hack,
the andy concreie victory we had
Irom the strike was the support
groups. The worst thing poss
ble was o allow  them 1o
disintegrate, hreak up and Fald:
We had an organisaiion s
cond 1o none, They were so im
portant and should have heen
kept together if Tor nothing else
but tor when the miners com
amasn — and they will, they will,

sections of the working class.

The need 10 link up with
other health unions, with non-
health unions, and local cam-
paigns and make efforts to
persuade Labour Parties to
take an nterest in heaith
struggles has never been
stronger

PHOTO: Wayne Edgmnton
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Hangers’ dispute ends

Union leaders sacrifice
Hangers workers

At their meeting on May
18th, a written offer was
presented to the Hangers'
sacked workers, whose
numbers had falled dur-
ing the dispute from the
original 300 10 126 men.

This time, as had been ex-
pected, the men accepted the
paliry offer mainly because
they believed that they
would be dropped by the
union hierarchy if they
didn't.

4

Thus eight months of a
peaceful dispute, mainly ig-
nored by the national press,
ended — with all receiving
about £4,000, whether they
had been apprentices or in
service 15 years, Those who
had been in long term service
received £5,000 — not much
for 40 years redundancy
pay.

Although the final offér was
only financial and no jobs of-
fered, the general feeling was
that about 30-40 jobs would he
made available after the dispute

Can left

NALGO conference in
Blackpool demonstrated

that a minority that is.

prepared to fight on still
exists, despite the
defeats of abolition,
rate-capping, privatisa-
tion, and the re-election
of a Tory government.

This minority has to con-
front the demoralisation of
the membership and the
lack of lead from the NEC.

However, it was able to
win delegates on a number
of important issues against
the recommendations of
the NEC, thereby showing
that it is still possible to
organise a fightback,

The most important deci-
sion of conference was to
ballot the membership for the
establishment of & political
fund. A recent Court injunc.
tion had restrained NALGO
from pursuing its “Make Peo-
ple Matter"” campaign during
the election period.

Delegates and the NEC
agreed that a political fund
was necessary in order to con
Lnue campaigning against the
government, But delegates
threw out an amendment from
the NEC and decided instead

Crunc

Education will now be a
top priority for the
Tories.

Their attack on the pre-
sent system will occur on
four fronts:

@ Finalising a scheme 1o
abolish or restrict  the
negotiating rights of
teachers — while the power
of school management is
strengthened;

@ dismantling Labour con-
trol in the inner cities, and
preventing the formation of
alternarive centres of educa-
tion policy;

@ applying the lessons of
““privatisation’’ to the
school system. Selling off

By Kathy Pick
Wandsworth councillor,
Putney CLP

finished. So far no jobs have
been offered, but the firm is
taking names of those who
~would like 10 return!

Management  have  been
advertising some of the jobs, at
least in the London Standard,
but a1 much lower rates than
paid previously, Jobs which
paid £204 were being advertised
for £120,

When asked if the General
Election had been a factor in en-
ding the dispute, Graham
Croucher of the disputes com-
mitiee discounted any possible
pressurc from Kinnock.
Graham said the support they
had received had been from the
Labour Party across its entire
spectrum,

He did believe, however, that
they were let down by the union
hierarchy. TASS has a policy
that if any dispute is not settled
within three months, it probably
won’t be settled.

After 4 months the General
Secretary of FTAT, Colin

By Fred Leplat
ILEA NALGO

that the ballot should occur as
So0on as possible,

This decision marks a step
towards the politicisation of
the union. A vigorous cam-
paign for a “‘yes"' vote will
have to be cartied out to over
come the demoralisation and
conservatism of large sections
of the membership.

The “militant’’  minority
showed its strength on the
local government pay claim
when it was able to muster a
third of the delegates to reject
the employers’ pay offer. If
members on the left of the Na
tional Local Government Com-
niittee had opposed the offer,
conference might have re-
jected i, Unfortunately,
NALGO has now abandoned
its low pay campaign, and the
opportunity to relaunct, will
not present itself again in the
near future,

The support of conference
delegates was won on other
issues which the NEC oppos-
ed, such as the launch of anin-
vastigation into allegations by
Searchlight that a fascist
organiser is currently
employed by NALGO and for
his dismissal if the case is pro

Teaching unions

Christopher, and John Jones, a
high official of TASS, colluded
and definitely started pressuris-
ing the disputes committce.

However, when the sacked
limbmakers rejected the third
final offer, union officials in-
cluding Jones and Christopher
met company officials and ex-
cluded the disputes committee
from these secret negotiations,
The union officials then per-
suaded the union executive to
recommend acceptance of a
deal. When the 2 full time union
officers complained they were
carpited. The hidden agenda
was that if the worklorce didn’t
accept the final offer, the
Hangers® strike would be drop-
ped in a similar way to that ar
Silentnight.

Definitely one major problem
tor the Hangers® disputes com-
mitteee  has been the union
bureaucracy.

Hangers' management show-
ed their caring auilude a fort-
night ago when they sacked an
apprentice who is also an am-
putee. He had injured himself at
work, When he returned afier 8
weeks of sick leave, Hangers
sacked him on the grounds that
the college assessed that he

NALGO CONFERENCE REPORT
provide a strategy?

ven; compensation from
NALGO funds to a shop
steward who was sacked
after an official strike; and en-
ding NALGO’s ambiguous
position on the Middle East by
disaffiliating from Trade Union
Friends of Israel while stll
maintaining links with Palesti-
nian arganisations,

Ireland was alse debated
and delegates adopted a
resolution in favour of a united
Ireland, although an amend-
ment from the NEC stating
that this should be done by
peaceful means was also car-
ried, The resolution included a
list of anti-repression and anti-
discomination demands. This
means that NALGO has ‘the
most progressive policy on
Ireland of any union. An
amendment for British military
and political withdrawal
managed to obtain the support
of a quarter of conference,

Conference also condemned
the NEC for delaying publica-
tion of the Positive Action
Working Party Report and for
its natrow circulation. Deci
sions on this report were thus
deferred again, despite clear
support from the Conference
for its recommendations.

Labour Briefing supporters
were actively campaigning on
the issues mentioned above

time for dis

By Ken Jones
Socialist Teachers
Alliance

publicly-owned property has
allowed the Tories to create
“client groups'', with a
vested interest in
privatisation.

These groups — which extend
beyond “‘bourgeois’™ sections of
society — look 1o Thatcherism
1o guard their new interests.

By allowing parents 1o vote
for a schaol to opt out of the
system of local authority con-
trol {and eventually, (o become
selective) the Tories hope to
create parental groupings which
will battle ar local level to de-
fend their privileges.

The policy is one of creating a
“Toryism in depth™, so that
gavernment policies will be but-
tressed by new kinds of social
organisation.

@ Taking the dominant role in
influencing what is (and isn'Q)
taught in schools. Baker now in-
tends to establish a national cur-
riculum, backed by national
resting.

So over the next five years
several basic principles will be at
stake, from the rights of trade
unions o the future of free,
non-selective state education, Is
there any prospect for stopping
the Tories?

The answer mst be a qualified
“yes''. In their schemes of in-
dustrial privatisation, the Tories
have been able o  deliver
benefits  to  certain  groups,

“might not be able to pass his
exams”'. When union office Les
Harrison raised the case, he was
treated in a very offhand man-
ner. As Graham Croucher says,
"'it shows the ufter contempt
and lack of any commitment
Hangers' management has (o
the disabled."

The May 29th social which
had been originally plannd by
the Women’s Support Group to
raise morale turned out to be the
final event of this splendid
group of workers and their
familics.

Peter Hain was presented
with a £100 chegue for Putney
Labour Party, and similar che-
ques went to the four other local
Labour Parties, They presented
their Women's Support Group
with £100 and also sent £25 to
Labour Briefing to say thank
you in its pages to all who had
supported with time and money.

I personally was overwhelmed
when presented with a £25
Marks and Sparks voucher
thanking me for all my support
during the dispute. Special
badges have been made (o com-
memorate the dispute and |
shall wear mine with hanour,

We are also helping with the
difficult task of re-establishing
a Broad Left, A four-page
bulletin  was distributed to
delegates at the beginning of
the week, and a 400-strong fr-
inge meeting was orgarised
with the Morning Star on the
theme “"NALGO for Labour'’,

This meeting matks an im-
portant step in launching an
effective campaign for the
political fund, and for starting
to raise affiliation of NALGO to
the Labour Party.

Desplte the success of the
Left on some issues at Con
ference, it faces an uphill
struggle to provide a lead
against Tory attacks on local
government, These attacks
will include privatisation, the
sale of council estates, the
break-up of the ILEA, the
undermiming of national
negotiations, and a further
turn of the rate-capping
screw.

The left needs to be more
systematically organised in
the districts of the union and
at a national level in order to
present a national strategy for
fighting the attacks on council
workers, The NEC presented
no such strategy to the con-
ference, and will by default
leave it up to individual bran-
ches to defend themselves.

ute

without immediately, visibly ac-
ting to the detriment of those
who don’t benefit,

But the opting out scheme
and the selectivity to which it
will lead, are something eclsc.
They will blatantly create a
privileged minority, alongside
an LEA system whose schools
will  be underfunded and
lowered in status,

Many parents and studenis
will be only too aware of this
disparity, so with a modicum of
imagination it should be possi-
ble 10 build an effective cam-
paign against the proposals that
operates al every level

Nathing can be served by
removing action on these issues,
except to encourage Baker to
further attacks.

'OR LIMB

o

WNERSHIP

NDUSTRY

After 12 weeks of selec-
tive action, the Civil Ser-
vice Pay Campaign has
reached a critical stage.

The programme of roll-
ing 2 day regional strikes
has left the government
unmoved and both the
main unions involved must
face up to the bald fact:
only all-out action can win,

The Broad Left in CPSA
has been saying this vir-
tually since the beginning
of the campaign. While it
was recognised that some
preliminary selective ac-
tion was necessary, there
was always a danger that
it would become an end in
itself,

This is effectively what has
happened. The nature of the
selective action has resulted in
a loss of momentum and has
divided the unions into
isolated geographical and sec-
tional units. The task of rever-
sing this trend will be a big
one, but it must be tackled
now.,

It also has to be recognised
that the job will be that much
harder now than it would have
been when the option of all-
out strike was posed during
CPSA Conference, just 6
weeks ago. At that time the
Board Left (backed by the then
nght-wing  NEC{l) | were
defeated by soft left pressure,
both within the Union — in the

The National Com-
munications Union Na-
tional Executive Council
elections and annual con-
ference were dominated
by the aftermath of the 3
week long strike earlier
this year.

@ On the pretext of overcom-
ing temporary shortages, staff
are being recruited on- short
term/fixed rerm contracts. Sub-
contractors are also being wide-
ly introduced.

@ Union organisation is under
attack, including withdrawal of
facilities and the refusal to
negotiate meaningfully.

®Most  seriously of all,
management is systematically
victimising  union  activists,
especially in the strategic City
District.  Elected branch of-
ficials, reps and activists have
been arbitrarily moved from

their headquarters.

s BOALY.
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Civil Service Unions
Right wing shirk
commitments

By Alastair Wallace
CPSA Broad Left

form of the Kinnockite BL "B4
Group — and outside it —from
the SCPS leadership, They
argued that the “‘Time was
not right’* for all-out action,
and put foward the alternative
of continued selective regional
strikes,

It is this strategy which has
been instrumental in allowing
the mood of militancy to slip
away. It is also, ironically, this
strategy that the new Broad
Left-controlied Executive has
inherited. Furthermore, the in-
tervening peniod has seen the
re-election of the Tories who
are obviously hell-bent on ex-
tracting total capitulation,

The question is therefore
posed very starkly for both
CPSA and SCPS: either we
take them on or we abandon
the campaign. The CPSA
leadership has opted to fight.
At a meeting last week the
NEC committed the union to
an all-out strike ballot,

The main question is the at-
titude of the SCPS leadership,
who have shown no support
for the all-out strategy and
have talked about continuing
teachers-style guerilla action.

This is not only tactically
wrong it is unachievable.
Approaches will be made this
week to try to get SCPS to fall
into line. But with or without
their support CPSA must now
go for an all-out strike.

By Pete Cooper
NCU

Clearly a major defence cam-
paign is required, both to de-
fend these members and to pre-
vent further sackings.

The incoming Broad Left ex-
ecutive is therefore faced with a
mounting attack by BT. They
will, of course, be aided and
abettted by Golding, who wants
1o sell jobs regardless of Con-
ference decisions

It has to be seen whether the
predominantly soft left Broad
Left majority is capable of
withstanding these combined
forces; but the omens are not
good. The membership which
showed such magnificent unity
and solidarity during the strike
is not defeated. But the Broad
Left needs to map out a strategy
to meet the challenge of an ag-
gressive management for profits
and jobs,

-
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Labour Party

" One member, one vote

Who are the real
democrats?

Predictably, the Labour
leadership has already
started trying to pin the
blame for our election
defeat on the left and new
moves to attack the
power of the left within
the Party are underway,

At this vear's Conference
another attempt will be
made to amend the Con-
stitution to introduce some
form of the so-called ‘‘one
member, one vote'' system
for selecting and reselecting
parliamentary candidates.

It’s all in the name of in-
creasing Party democracy,
of course, but pushed
hardest by the very people
who fought against the in-
troduction of mandatory
reselection in the first place.

Don’t be taken in by their
arguments about democracy,
Whilst the aim of this move is to
attack the Left, its result would
be to undermine the par-
ticipatory, representalive system
of democracy within the Labour
and (rade union movement.

At present not only can all
members have a say in the
democratic election of their
representatives, but the system
forces those representatives to
remain democractically accoun-

By Jane Stockton
Oxford East CLP

table to the members who
elected them, The change to a
‘“one member, one vote'
system (particularly if based on
postal voting) would be an at-
tack on activism in the Party,
and far from increasing
democracy, would concentrate
power even more into the hands
of an unaccountable, self-
sustaining leadership.

The argument that some
members, for example those
with childcare responsibilities,
find it difficult 10 atend
meetings and are thereby disen-
franchised by the present
system, needs to be turned on its
head. The Party needs to change
70 enable such members to par-
ticipate, We must take childcare
seriously by accepting its finan-
clal and organisational burden.

Taking power away Irom
mectings will only make them ir-
relevant and discourage par-
ricipation in Party activitics and
decisions.

We must resist this proposal
vigorously, It would not only
strip General Committees of the
power and responsibility to
select parliamentary candidates,
but would also undoubtedly
undermine rheir vital role as
policy making bodies — thercby
leaving the field free to the

Parliamentary Labour Party
and the unelected officials al
Walworth Road.

In defending representative
democracy, we do not for a mo-
ment defend the current inade-
quacy of the Party's structures.
GC  delegates, and indeed
delegates at all levels, should be
mandated and votes should be
recorded whenever required, in-
cluding at selection conference
{(the current constitution does
not permit this),

Votes and proceedings on the
NEC should be published.
Regional officials should be
chosen by elected bodies, and be
accountable 1o them.

The Parhamentary Labour
Party itself, one of the most
powerful yet least democratic of
all Party organs, should be
overhauled and held 1o account;
with open ballots for the
Shadow Cabinet, real power for
the back benches, and a new,
democratic relationship to the
whole Par v.

The advocates of '‘one
member, one vote'" will, for the
maost part, not be heard raising
demands of this sort. Their in-
rerests in democracy is purely
rhetorical. Many of them have
been in  the forefront of
resistance to the real movements
for extending democracy in the
Party, including the movements
to enfranchise women, Black
people and youth,

Constitutional Committee

The politics of
the purge

If the politics of the Na-
tional Constitutional
Committee were not in
evidence before, they cer-
tainly reared their head at
the last meeting of the
Committee on May 11th.
The membership of one of
the NCC's ‘‘panels’ was
blatantly gerrymandered to
ensure a right wing majority
and therefore the ‘“‘right”
resull to the case before it.
There are a large number
of cases waiting to be heard
by the NCC. These include:
Stevenage CLP apainst 10 of
its members;  Knowsley
South against 1 member; the
NEC against 2 members of
the Wales Regional EC; Bir-
mingham Perry Barr CLP

respoasibifity.

Devon Discipline

£2,946 —
what a
waste!

The Labour Party has recently paid the legal costs of
three Briefing supporters from Exeter who were wilch-
hunted by the local Labour Party last year.

Legal action was sought by the three when the
investigating committee broke the rules of natursl justice.
It is not clear yet whether the focal or the national party
have footed the bill — previously both have denied

By Mandy Moore
Member, National
Constitutional
Committee

against 8 members; Ogmore
CLP against 1 member; The
NEC against 1 member of
Bivthe CLP; Bexleyheath
CLP against 2 members; and
numerous local government
cases. At each meeting of the
Committee the list gets
longer and the backlog
Erows.,

To cope with this situation
the Commitiee is divided into
panels, [t was agreed early on in
the life of the NCC that panels
would contain 3 members (the
minimum required constitu-
nonally) and each of these

Devon Labour Briefing

panels has 1o have one membar
from the constituency section
and one from the trade union
section under the Party rules.

The right/left split on the
NCC is 7 right, 4 left, with the
left being made up of the 3 con
stituency members and 1 trade
union member and the right
made up of the remaining 4
trade union members, the
Socialist Society member and
the 2 Women's Section
members, It is obvious from this
that on occasion the left could
have a majority on a panel —
and this is exactly what happen-
ed with one pancl set up on
April 2nd.

At the following meeting this
“error’” by the right was
ruthlessly corrected. It was
pointed out that the panel con-
cerned did not have a woman
member (the hypocrisy of the
right knows no bounds!).

It was suggested to them that
I should rake the place of the
male constituency member on
the panel to rectify this il they
really felt it was a problem. This
was nor, surprise, surprise, ac-
ceptable to them and they pro-
ceeded o increase the panel size
10 5 — not, of course, with any
more  constituency  section
members,  When  this  was
challenged they denied it was a
political decision!

We are always being told by
the Chair of the Committee that
we have to be '‘as pure as
Caesar’s wife'' (sic) and be
above reproach, This certainly
doesn’t extend to the deeds of
the right,

The NCC has produced a
guide for “‘members attending
meetings'” dealing with cases.

The first point on this read:’

“members appearing before the
Committee should be at ease in
the knowledge that they are
amongst comrades who will
treat them as such.” What a
joke!

The dea?llne for resolutions to 1987 Labour Party Conference is July 24th. Below we
print various model resolutions being promoted by CLPD (10, Park Drive, London NW 11
., 7SH); Labour CND {29 Stodmarsh House, Cowley Estate, London SW9 6HH); the
Labour Campaign for Lesbian and Gay Rights (PO Box 306, London N5); and the Labour
Party Black Section (47 Queen’s Road, London SW18 8NP).

If your constituency sends a resolution on the issues covered below, please send a
copy to the relevant campaign (addresses given above). Please note that the LCLGR has
decided to put resolutions within the general framework of health and sducation to give
them a greater chance of success, and also, following successes of the last 2 years, to
avoid merely reaffirming the existing policy.

If you are using these models, please don't forget to alter the wording slightly, so that
your resolution counts as a separate resolution.

Campaign for Labour Party Democracy

THIS CONFERENCE regrets
the NECs decision 1o circulate
all CLPs and affiliated
organisations with a *‘consulta-
tion"' paper offering no fewer
than ten options for changing
the present procedure for
reselection of Labour MPs,

The NEC’s action is in de-
fiance of Composite Resolution
39 which was carried by a
substantial majority at the 1986
Conference and which stated
that:

“Conference recognises that
the ssue of reselection is both
complex and divisive and that to
reopen the argument over new
proposals at this time wouwld
seriously damage Party wmily
and divert the Party's energies
Jorm the over-riding priority of
working for a Labour victory.""

Composite 39 also stated
that:

It is essential to maintain ac-
countability of Members of
Parliqmnent at, at least, the level
provided by the presenl systemr '’

and that

“the only way this can be
done is if reselections are carcied
oul by the same body 1o which
the Member of Parliaiment
reports month by month on the
work aof the Parliamentary
Labour Party...""

No lewer than 8 out of the 10
options proposing c¢hanges in
the present procedure contain
proposals which would free the
MPs from any regular system of
accounrahility. Conference
would welcome larger numbers

taking part in the final selection
provided the above principle of
accountability is strictly upheld.

In addition, many of the op-
tions also undermine the role of
trade unions in the reselection
pracess. This is once again
directly contrary to the demand

of Composite Resolution 39

that:

“the rights of trade unions,
co-operative societies and par-
ries, and all affiliated organisa-
tions, must not be marginalised
but maintatned in a form which
reflects their importance in the
movement and in the Party as @
whole.""

None of the suggested
changes put forward in the
NEC's options adequately
meets the requirements
stipulated in Composite 39,

Conference therefore real
firms that the NEC should not
promote any changes in the pre-
sent  procedure which  under-
mine accountability or reduce
the trade union input, and
resolves that there should be no
change in the present procedurc,

THIS CONFERENCE deplores
the decision of the Birmingham
District Council Labour Group
to suspend Clir Phil Murphy
I'rom the Group because he left
a council meeting withoul the
permission of the Chair. It in-
structs the NEC 1o instruct the
Group o reinstare Clly Murphy
and drop any action apainst
him.

Labour Campaign for Leshian

THIS CONFERENCE regrets
the action raken against Sharon
Atkin at the April NEC meeting
which she was unable (0 attend,
and believes that the NEC acted
in breach of the principles of
natural justice as it:

I. based its decisions on one-
sided reports of remarks made
at a meeting, and disregarded
the context in which these
remarks were;

2. ignored her undenaking o
abide by the requirements lor
prospective parliamentary can-
didates, and ook its decision
without  waiting for the
clarification which it requested
and which could have been ob-
tained by her representative
befare the end of the meeting;

3. did not lormulate <etailed
charges which would have
allowed her 10 prepare a
defence;

4. lailed to act against other
candidates making damaging at-
tacks on the parey such as Frank
Ficld, despite his clear breach ol
Clause IV {5) of the Rules for
Caonstituency Parties by calling
for support for candidates stan-
ding against Labour Party can-
didates a1 elections;

§. violared the demoxratic right
of Nottingham Last CLP to
choose 1ts own candidate and
gave the CLP no opportunity 1o
be heard.

These actions have damaged
the Party in the run-up (o the
election and Canlerence in-
structs the NEC 1o reverse iy
decision,

and Gay Rights

For the Education Debate:

CONFERENCE WELCOMES
the initiatives taken by a
number of Labour councils
{such as Hanngey and Ealing)
to implement the policy of the
Labour Party by promating
positive images of lesbians
and gay men within their ser-
vices especially within
education

We recognise the impor-
tance of presenting a positive
image of lesbians and gay men
through the school system if
prejudice against lesbians and
gay men is to be challenged
successfully in society,

Conference instructs the
National Executive Committee
in carrying out existing con
ference policy, to ensure that
all Labour authorities are ad-

vised to adopt similar policies,

Caonference calls upon the
next Labour government to
ensure that all bias against les-
bians and gay men built into
the educaton system through
the curriculum, teacher train
ing, etc., is eradicated as part
of that government’s pro-
gramme of legislation for les-
bian and gay equality.

For the Health Debate:
CONFERENCE CALLS for the
negotiation with the trade
unions of an acceptable state
ment on Acquired Immune
Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS)
which would include within
a comprehensive policy:

Labour CND

1. the heaith and safety of
employees as covered by the
Health & Safety at Work Act
of 1974 and also the safety of
members of the public;

2. the provision of training for
those workers who will come
into direct contact with suf
ferers in the course of their
employment;

3. the protecuon from
discrimination of employees
who have either the viruses
causing AIDS or related
diseases; and those who are
considered to belong to a high
risk group whether suffaerers
or not, especially gay men;

4. the education of employees
to break down prejudice and
misunderstanding about the
transmission of the viruses,

Unconditional nuclear disar
mament — an asset in the
arms talks:

THIS CONFERENCE welcomes
the Soviet proposals for the
reduction and eventual
elimination of all nuclear
weapons throughout Europe.
We believe that gatting rid of
nuclear weapons from Europe
is an important step towards
the elimination of all nuclear
weapons world wide, Con-
ference notes that the
resistance to these policies

comes from the NATO allies,
in particular from the British
Tory governmant which is still
fighting to maintain nuclear
arsenals in West Europe at all
costs.

Canference  believes that
Labour's policy of returning
Cruise, cancelling the Tndent
programme and unconditional-
ly removing all existing nuclear
weapons and nuclear bases,
including Polaris, from British
soil and waters in the lifetime
of the next Labour govern

Rempval of all US bases and
withdrawal from NATO:
CONFERENCE notes that the
North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation remains  fun-
damentally committed to the
use of nuclear weapons. Con-
ference further notes that
membership of NATO not only
crestes difficulties for a
Labour government in pro-
moting its nuclear disarma-
ment policies, but also con-
flicts with the pursuit of a
socialist foreign palicy.
Conference further notes
that Labour’s existing policy

of removing all nuclear bases
from this country does not
necessarily prevent the USA
launching a conventional at.
tack from bases in Britain, nor
does it prevent the Pentagon
from pursuing its nuclear
policies through the use of
facilities in this country, Con-
ference therefore resolves
that the next Labour govern
ment will remove all US bases,
including  nuclear, conven-
tonal and communications
bases, from British soil and
British waters, and will take
Britain out of NATO.

ment is an asset and not a
handicap in the situation
where real possibilities exist to
denuclearise Europe. Con
ference therefore  reaffirms
that a strong emphasis should
be given to Labour's nuclear
disarmament policies and re
jects any shift away from
them,

Black Sections

THIS CONFERENCL
recognises that black people are
under-represented at all levels of
the Labour Party., It also
recognises that the Labour Par-
1y must make a serious atrempt
10 cradicate the institutionalised
racism  which is inherent in
British society.

To casure betler representa-
ton and involvemen! ol black
people in the Labour Party and
to strengthen the party’s ability
to challenge racism, conlerence
resolves 10 support  the
establishment of black sections
ar all levels of the parly where
black people wish to establish
them with the right 10 send
delegates 1o general commitices,
district parties, local govern-
ment commitices, regional par-
ties and the Nadonal Executive
Commiltee as apropriate.
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Letters

Write to: PO Box 457, London SW2 5UZ

Setting the record
straight on Sinn
Fein

Dear Editor,

An anticle entitled The true
Jace of Sinn Fein? i Labour
Briefing no. 43 proves once
again that in war, truth is the
first casuvalty. Its author, Mair-
tin O'Brudair, deserves praise
for having crammed more
slander into one short article
than I've seen in the feft press
for some time, 1'd say there's a
place waiting for him on the
"“Newsdesk'' of the Sun,

Like life stsell, Labour Brief-
ing isn’t long enough to reply to
all of Mairtin's lies, but ['ll
select a few gross ones td set the
record straight:

@ Sinn Fein isn't in favour of a
“‘capitalist united Ireland’: our
only goal is a free, seculac
socialist republic. . Read our
newspaper An
Phoblachs/Republican ~ News,
which sells 40,000 copies every
week, if you want to see what
we really stand for.

® Positive  discrimination  in
favour of women s practised by
Sinn Fein at all levels, There are
& places on our highest leader-
ship body which are reserved lor
women,

@ Far from being “rabid reac
tionaries™ during the 26-County
divorce referendum, our entire
leadership, including  Sligo-
Leitrim  candidate John Joc
McGirl, vocilerously supported
divorce.

® We also support the rights of
lesbians and gay men, Far from
being  “*homophobic™  our
members have helped organise
and support such campaigns as
Gay Health Action.

@ Unlike the Irish Eabour Par-
ly, Sinn Fein hasn’t got a
Jekyll/Hyde split in its per-
sonality, We have the same
policies in Dublin as in Derry, in
Kerry as in Belfast, But while
Labour’s reactionary leadership
collaborated  in - government
with Fine Gael (descendants of
the Irish fascist pariy), its left
wing presented the party as a
‘‘radical allernative’’.  How
Jekyll and Hyde can you ge1?

Mairtin now suggests 1hat
since Labour has broken with
Fine Gael it has become more
radical, but its leadership hasn'l
changed its spots. In the recem
referendum on the pro-NATO
Single European Act it joined
Fine Gael and Fianna Fail in
calling for a “'yes" vote. 1 don'y

understand how any socialist
can remain in such a party,

The Irish Labour Pariy's
blinkered attitude to the na-
tional guestion — an attitude
shared by left and right wing in
that Party — is partly responsi-
ble for its pathetic level of elec
toral support, Any socialist par-
ly which accepts the British-
imposed partition of this coun
try and parrots Thatcher's lies
about the IRA is bound to suf.
fer isolation. As long as
socialists such as Mairtin fail to
understand that the national
question is the Key cless ques-
tion in Ireland, they'll remain as
irrelevant as his article obvious-
ly 1s.

Yours in struggle,

Ronan Brady

Dublin.

A reply was
needed

Dear Briefing,

I was shocked to see thart the
last issuc of LB handed two-
thirds of a page over o Mili-
tant’s position on Sinn Fein —
in the shape of Mairtin
O'Brudair Runai’s  article,
Whilst it might appear sec-
larian, | am completely against
Brigfing  uncritically  printing
major articles in this way.

I am totally in favour of
debate, and if it’s 10 be with
Milirant, then particularly on
Ireland.  Milirant  have a
ridiculous and untenable posi-
tion, a mixture of (what they see
as) socialism and imperialism.
The problem with the last issue
wits thal there was no debate.

Militant's article raised some
extremely  important  points
which needed answering. Not
answering them was a polirical
error. The fact of the matter is
that Ireland is one of the maost
complicated issues, with much
confusion surrounding it, even
on the l.eft.

One of two courses should
have  been 1aken:  Militans
should cither have been asked 10
write a letter or their article
should have been answered by a
carresponding article,

Oh, by the way, if anyone
who supports Militant reads this
letier, good luck with the Irish
Labour Party and rhe **Nor-
thern lreland Labour Pary,
You'll certainly need 1!

Comradely,

John Turkee,

Hackney, London

Thanks to
Briefing!

Dear Briefing,

{...) Whilst writing, 1'd like ta
add that had it not been for
Briefing, particulacly the Elec
tion Special, [ rhink | would
have lost heart.

Yours sincerely,

Zelda Robinson,

London W14

Sign to release
Mordechai
Yanunu!

Dear Editor,

If anyone would like to col-
lect signatures on a petition to
be sent to the Prime Minister of
lsrael calling for the release of
Mordechai Vanunu please con-
tact Anne Adams at Dunns
Buildings, West Kyo, Stanley,
Co. Durham,

The petition is being ¢ir-
culated world-wide.

Yours faithfully,

Anne Adams,

Secretary, Stanley CND

Why vote
Labour?

Dear Comrades,

What should the left have
argued during the election
campaign?

Everybody knows that Kin
nock has been utterly useless
In countering the policies of
the Alliance and the Caonser-
vatives. The left, maintaining
a high profile during the cam-
paign, should have said this
quite openly.

The reason why people
should vote Labour for a
Labour government, is that in
reality the only people whao
can get rid of nuclear weapons
and nuclear power are those
working v the nuclear in-
dustry, the only people who
can raise the standard of
education are teachers and
pupils, the only people who
can ensure the smooth runn
ing of the economy are those
who work in industry and ser-
vices, health, housing, etc.

These are also the anly pea-
ple who can guarantee sexual
freedom, women’s freedom
and black freedom. Historical
ly these are the people who
helped set up the Labour Par-
ty. A vote for Labour, for a
Labour government, is
therefore defensive, in the end
to make way for the people
who are reafly going to change
the political situation

Comradely greetings,

Johm Mullings

Stratford-upon-Avon

Steve Jomoa

LPYS
Conference:
putting the record
straight

Dear Briefing,
I refer to Patrick Baker's arti-

cle in Briefing no. 43, May
6th-19th. Patrick rightly says
that the number of voting
delegates at this year's Con-
ference had fallen by 20%
since the previous year, But he
failed to connect this to what
he called the “‘rather disap-
pointing result of 17 votes'”
that the Black Section can

Challenge the
establishment’s
definitions!

Dear Briefing,

A central term in the debate
in your letters pages (sce Jenny
Fisher, no. 42)  abowr
**Ieanerte’’ must be challenged
— thar she “*has a menral age of
five'.

This is a definition of the
medical, education and social

Jservices  estasblishment. It s

totally false and is a way the
state classifies and controly peo-
ple with a mental handicap who
are in its institutions or who
receive ils services,

Jeanette is a 17 years old
woman, with her own ex-
perience of 17 years of life,

The ruling class bas a long
history of regarding Black peo-
ple, women, disabled people
and the working class as
children. Let us not accepr this
as a term of our debate.

Jeanette is a 17 vear old
woman. | know nothing else
about her, only abour how

others are controtling her life.
S. Lyan,
Hackney, London

Just a warning

Dear comrades,

1 enclose some stamps,
although I'm not at all sure it's
worth it

Working on the assumption
that each stamp is worth one
tenth of a penny (which [ expect
is roughly right) and that there
arc 20 Briefing supporters each
sending in 10 stamps a week
{which 1 suspect is an over-
estimate), then it would rake
about 5 vears to accumulare £50
worth of stamps.

By this time vou won’'t be able
@ move in the office and £50
praobably won't be worth much
anyway.

I my  calculations or
estimates are wrong, that's OK,
but 1 just thought you might like
to be warned.

Yours comradely,

Dani Ahrens,

Watford, Herts.

didate achieved In the election
for the YS representative on
the NEC, The fact is that there
are very significant factors
which led to me polling the
votes which | did.

Independents

First, there were far fewer
Independent ¥Ss — in other
words fawer floating voters
who were prepared to use
their vote intelligently and not
be led like sheep to vote Mili-
tant but rather vote for the im-
portant issues that | stood on,
i.e. suppart for Black self
organisation and a Black
perspective on Labour Prty
palicy, support for women in
the Labour Party to elect their
own candidates at Con
ference, support for Black
youth in struggle, support for
gay men and lesbian rights,
support for the freedom
fighters in  Agzania (South
Africal, in Ireland and in Cen-
tral America.

Abstentions

Secondly, the Labour Co-
ordinating Committee
delegates  abstained  from
voting for the Black Sections
candidate. Kingsley Abrams
last year secured a large
amount of votes from the LCC
as they have said that they
support the right of Black peo-
ple to organise in the Labout
Party — yet LCC delegates
this year did not even bother
to register a votel

Thirdly, Socialist Organiser,
in running a separate can-
didate, split the vote in what
would have been a united
Labour Left Liaison campaign,
They alsa ran & dirty, petty
and wholly sectarian cam-
paign with vicious personal
attacks.

Lastly, Briefing, who gave
invaluable support to the cam-
paign, wete unable to transfer
this support to actual votes as
there ware no  Briefing
delegates at this year's
conference,

These then are the real
reasons for the decline in the
vote for the Black Section can-
didate. Nonetheless, we ran
an excellent campaign and
coming Second to the Militant
candidate (if Linda Douglas
were to resign the Black Sec-
tion would have for the first
time a representative on the
NEC) is a a real and significant
achievement and is an im-
provement upon last year,

Yours comradely,

Steve Jomoa,

National Youth Organiser,

Labour Party Black

Sections

Home News.

Broadwater Farm still fighting
Civil Rights March

An informal steering
group has been set up
by the Broadwater Farm
Defence Campaign to
build a national march
and movement for civil
rights.

With dozens of youth in
prison, including the three
unjustly convicted for the
Blakelock murder, and
dozens more still awaiting
trial, the Defence Cam-
paign is continuing its vital
work for lacal peaple.

But only-a national cam-
paign, involving communi-
ty groups, trades unions,
and others can mobilise
the kind of support
necessary to defend work-
ing class and Black com-
munities from police
attack.

The Civil Rights march
will be held in October, on

By Haringey Labour
Briefing

the second anniversary of
the uprisings at Broad-
water Farm, and will pro-
ceed from Tottenham to
Downing Street.

Leaders of the Broad-

water Farm Youth
Association will be visiting

the US in coming weeks to
gather international sup-
port for the march,

Representatives of
various left groups and
community campaigns in
Brixton, Hackney,
Wolverhampton and Man-
chester are all participating
in drawing up plans for the
march.

Trade Union and Labour
Party support is essential.
In the past, the labour
movement has too often
let Britain’s Black com-
munities stand alone.
Make sure your CLP or
trade union branch or other
organisation gets involved
now. Contact the Civil
Rights Campaign, c¢/o
Broadwater Farm Youth
Association, Tangmere,
Broadwater Farm Estate,
London N17.

Mendis - here to stay!

Labour Group freezes

On May 18th the Labour
Group in Manchester Ci-
ty Council decided not to
let Yiraj Mendis start his
Job as Immigration and
Nationality officer until
the Home Office gives
him permission to stay in
Britain.

Viraj Mendis has now
been in sanctuary in a
church for more than five
months. He cannot leave the
church  without being ar-
rested and deported to Sri
Lanka, where he faces
persecution, imprisonment
and possible death,

A judicial review of the case
has been granted, but Viraj
Mendis is still not able 1o leave
the church,

This is the offidial excuse for
the Labour Group not giving
Viraj Mendis his job straight
away. They claim that he ¢an
only do the job if he is able ta

post

By Finn Jensen

travel around the country,

But Viraj was appoiated to
the job.a couple of months ago
and there is nothing in his job
description which specifies that
he has to be able to travel, His
office in the church has been ac-
cepted as a workplace by the
health and safety authorities.

T'he real reason for not giving
him the job is therefore dif-
ferent. The City Councit has
been under tremendous pressure
from the Home Office, from the
right wing media, in particular
the Manchester Evening News,
and from racists in general,

Instead of standing firm
against this racist pressure and
defending its equal opportunity
policies, the Labour group
backed down. Only a few

Labour councailiors abstained in:

the voung, and none voted
against the proposed new condi-
tion 1o his appointment.

When vyou please your
enemies, vou lose vour friends.
Before the Labour Group took
its decision, the City Labour
Party had already vored in sup-
port of Viraj Mendis starting his
job immediately. NUPE in the
Town Hall supports the ap-
pointment, NALGO has written
a lerter 1o the Ieader of the City
Council, Graham Stringer, ask-
ing why Viraj Mendis is not
allowed to start his work,

At a press conference on May
21st, Graham Stringer could not
say why he had not asked Viraj
Mendis whether he would be in-
terested in jobshare as a tem-
porary solution, Stringer would
not answer whether Viraj would
have lost the job if he had
started it before he went into
sancturay. But he had the
courage to state he still supporrs
Viraj Mendis.
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A socialist view of Sinn Fein

Apart from its stylistic in-
elegance, Mairtain
O’Brudair’s contribution
to the debate on Sinn
Fein (Briefing no. 43) was
full of inaccurate and un-
supported generalisa-
tions.

It made no attempt to pre-
sent a socialist analysis of a
living and dynamic mass
movement. Objectively, it
puts him in the same camp
as the Tory and right-wing
Labour imperialists for
whom he feels such pas-
sionate and genuine scorn.

That he is Irish and uses
Irish phrases in his article
does not prove the correct-
ness of his arguments, but
rather the corrupting effect
of British imperialism on
socialism in Britain. It is also
one more proof of the sad
fact that imperialism always
wins the support of sections
of the population in those
countries which it oppresses.

Sacialists all agree that im-
perialism is “‘a bad thing'.
However, the British Labour
Party and its sisrer organisa-
tions throughout the world
have, both in and out of govern-
ment, willingly colluded with
the imperialist policies of their
own ruling classes.

The degree of resistance 10 itS
“own'' imperialism s always a
useful indicator of the political
health of any social democratic
party.

Most British socialists do not
see clearly how British im-
perialism hinders their work,
how it contributes to the
weakness of working c¢lass
organisations, and how it
strengthens the ruling class.
Kinnock's floundering on the
nuclear weapons issue during
the election was a reflection of
his general capitulation 1o
imperialism,

For the first time since
its founding in 1961,
Canada’s New
Democratic Party (NDP)
has become a serious
contender for political
power.

The party is the political
arm of the Canadian labour
movement, which played
the major role in its
formation.

The NDP currently holds
30 of the 282 seats in the
Canadian parliament. But
its standing in public opi-
nion polls has skyrocketed
since the last federal elec
tion in 1984 which swept
the Conservatives into
power,

The Party's convention in
Montreal earlier this year was
dominated by discussion of
Quebec's national rights, in-
cluding secession from the
Canadian confederation.

The party's policy, while
falling short of the Quebec
section’s demands: in some
important areas like. language
rights, formally recognises
Quebec's "unique character'”
and “right to freely determing
its own future’” and would
confer special rights on the
province within the existing
constitutional framewaork.

There was less debate than
usual on other key elements of
the party programme. In the
euphonia  surrounding  the
party’s nse in the polls, the
NDP left is weaker than it has
been in some time, The party
leadership, scenting power,
sought to avoid the ap-
pearance of division and
refrained from its customary

Support

The racism and chauvinism
which so divides and disarms
the British working class are
partially the result of Britain's
imperial past.

Britain is now only ~ second-
ratec imperialist state and the
forms of imperialism have
changed since the Victorian era.
Nevertheless, socialist interna-
tionalism mus: mean absolute,
though not uncritical, support
for those groups fighting im-
perialism in the oppressed
nations.

Within the British Jabour
movement it has been extremely
difficult to raise the question of
Ireland in a principled fashion,
when unwillingness to candemn
the IRA was (and is) construed
as support for random bombing
of civilian targets, This is due in
large measure 10 the disastrous
anti-palitical  strategy adopted
by the Republican Movement in
Britain throughout the 19705
and inta the carly 1980s,

In such a climate, some
sacialists find it easier to ignore
Ireland or 1o construct ludicrous
positions based on an abstract
working class bearing no rela-
tion to the Protestant working
¢lass which benefits by the sec-
tarianism of the Orange State,
or to the Catholic working ¢lass
at whose expense ‘the Pro-
testants receive their privileges,

One of the most stupid ex-
amples of this kind of idealism
is Irish  Militant’s  call for
workers” defence militias 10 pro-
tect workers from sectarian at
tacks. Where will the workers
for the militia come from?
Short Brothers? Harland and
Woolf? The UDR?

Apparently “*socialists in the
Irish Labour Party who have
managed to break the party
from coalition offer the most
radical alternative for Catholic
and Protestant workers in
Ireland.'” But the Irish Labour
Party is a pro-imperialist, anti-
working class party.

Dick Spring was a willing par-
ticipant in the Anglo-Irish Deal,
and the party wus forced to

Canada

grows

By Marv Gandall, Ouawa
and District Labour Council's
delegate to the NDFP conven-
tion in Montreal, taken from
Labor Notes.
opposition to Canada's
membership of NATO.

Most of the convention
therefore was a reaffirmation
of existing policy. The
policies, taken as a whale,
would see an NDP govern
ment, like other labour and
social-democratic govern:
ments world-wide, working
not to replace capitalism but
to manage it better and curb
its excesses,

This hasn't affected the
NDP's labour support, which
remains solid. The NDP com
mands the allegiance of most
local wunion officers and
stewards and politically-active
workers because it serves the
immediate interests of the
labour movement in a way
that the parties promoted and
sponsored by the corporations
cannot.

About 315 of the 1,400
delegates were trade unionists
sent by their affiliated unions
or labour councils. The largest
contingents came from auto
and steel, the traditiong! bas-
tions of NDP support.

Labour's concerns — in-
creased public spending and
public ownership to create
jobs, tax reform, equal pay for
work of equal value, opposi-
tion to free trade with the
United States, privatisation of
public services, and the cor
porate  np-off of pension
surpluses — waeare all carried
and generally received near-
unanimous support,

A more contentious resolu-
tion designed to strengthen
the party's call for a shorter
wark week was assigned a

attempts te roll bgck s u‘w"o][ 3 ._l”l_cvv,_;xioyw and pever reached

the stronger party,
considers electoraf Mabifities™
in particular, the NDP's formal

planks! itd. -

the figor i v e y
In addition 10 opposing
Canadian membership in

By Francis Devine

leave the coalition, not because
of pressure from its left, but
rather because the continued
coalition with Fine Gael was
destroying its electoral base. Its
share of the vore in the last elec-
tion slipped from 9.4% 1o
6.4%,

It is an indisputable fact that
some members  of  the
Republican Movement are anti-
gay. | don't doubt that there are
those in its ranks who are racist
to some degree, and obviously
Sinn Fein's position on a
woman's right to choose is
opportunist.

But  exactly the same
eriticisms can be made of the
Labour Party and the British
working class. Should socialists
therefore refuse to support the
Party or the working class?

With my own eyes 1 have seen
British and Irish lesbians and
gays marching up Belfast’s Falls
Road in support of Republican
POWS, | have also seen siriking
miners,  native  Americans,
Palestinians, Nicaraguans, and
Black South Africans warmly
applauded at meetings and
demounstrations in Republican
Belfast. [n London | have heard
Gery Adams speak on the com
mon appression and common
interests of Irish and Black peo-
ple in Britain.

Finally, where do British
socialist  delegations in
cluding Black people, lesbians
and gays sleep and cat when
they are in Belfast and Derry?
According 10 Mr O'Brudair, in
the homes of lrish bigots!

The Insh working ¢lass, and
in particular, the vanguard
which supporis the Republican
Movement, is sophisticated
enough o distinguish between
its friends and encmies in Bri-
tain. Buot let us concede tha
some Republicans sometimes
fail o make the right
distinctions.

The old wall slogan *'Ireland
for the Irish — England for the
pigs'” is an obvious éxample.

or NDP

NATO, the parly takes a
strong stand on other foreign
policy issues. The convention
reaffirmed a vanety of nuclear
disarmament policies, It called
for the creation of a nuclear
weapons-free zone in the arc-
tic, which is rapidly becoming
militarised.

It called for comprehensive
mandatory sanctions against
South African and Candian
government support for the
African National Congress and
South African trade unions. It
opposed ‘‘United States in-
terventionist policies in Cen-
tral America”™ and called for
“significantly increased’’
assistance to Nicaragua, In-
cluding the establishment of a
Candian embassy in Managua.

Already, there are signs that
the media’s infataation with
the party and the relative inat
tention paid to it by the two
Big Business parties are en-
ding

1987 Bloody Sunday demo, Sheffield: fighting British imperialisiee in Britwin

The English people with
whom the painter of this slogan
would have had most contac
were young English working
class men in  British army
uniforms, The painters’
political consciousness may not
have been very well developed,
but at [cast he or she understood
reality better than Mr
O'Brudair.

Sinn  Fein s distinguished
from most political organisa-
tions by the fact that in the past
five or six years it has recruited
large numbers of working class
people, and in particular, work-
ing class vouth.

Obviously there will be dif-
ferences in political develop-
ment, not least between urban
and rural arcas, since the pary
is in the midst of a long-term

trouble

The Sri Lankan governmenl
suffered yet another serious
sethack recently when they
were forced Lo call off their
military offensive in the Jaf-
fna peninsula, after the
Indian government indicated
in no uncertain terms that
they could not stand idly by
while the Sri Lankan Air
Force and Army in-
discriminately bombarded
Tamil areas.

In order to back up their
threat, Indian Air Force
planes escorted the An
tonovs carrying relief sup-
plics to Jaffna, deliberately
violating Sri Lankan Air

Supporting the Sandinistas

In the labour movement as a whole support for the
Sandinistas can be shown in a simple and very
practical way. After last year’'s Labour Party
Conference the NEC agreed to send a container of
goods to Nicaragua as a sign of our solidarity with
them in their efforts to build a new society.

The Container Appeal was launched at the end of
March this year, and will run for about six months.
The Central America Labour Group is encouraging all
sections of the labour movement to collect money to
help fill the container with goods requested by the
Sandinista government, as part of the "Nicaragua

Must Survive'' campaign.

All money should be sent to the Nicaragua
Solidarity Campaign, 23 Bevenden Street, London N1
6BH, with cheques payable to “'Nicaragua Support
Fund (Labour Party Container)’’. Further information
about the container is available from Tim Young at

the NSC (01 608 0414},

Support the Sandinistas! Oppose Reagan’s
terrorists! Support the Labour Party container for

Nicaragual

Central America Labour Group

evalution. But even now in ils
rural cumainn divoree and abor-
von are being discussed and
men are being rold what sexism
rcans in sociely and inside an
organisation.

Inevitably, these discussions
are al a higher level in urban
arcas, but how many farm
labourers ¢an  Irish  Miltiam
claim as  supporiers?  These
issues are only part of a process
of politicisation and radicalisa-
tion ol the Republican Move
ment's membership, a procesy
which s handicapped by the
Movement's history and the
almost  complete  lack  of
political analysis  before  the
1980s.

Yer  despite what M
O'Brudair says, cven inils wors!
periods, Sinn Fein never sug-

gested that the Protestants be
“driven into the sea’ . 11 has
now realised that military strug-
gle alont is nol adeguale (©
achieve a united Irefand, What
it has not yel acquired is a
political strategy 10 achieve [rish
Iredom and 1he debate on that
strategy is the one in which Irish
socialists should be
participating,

The struggle  For  Hrish
I'reedom can anly be won by the
working class. A stuele
against imperialism is now being
lought by a section of that class,
Within this struggle a large com-
ponent of the future leadership
of the Irish socialist resolution
is being made, This revolution is
coming — and'it 1s coming [rom
the strugele  against  British
imperialism,

Jayawardene in

By Lalith Perera

space,

The Sri Lankan ruling class
has always ignored the repercus-
sions of their actions on the
South Asian region and hoped
that either the United States or
China or some other power
would come to their aid in the
event of direet military action
by the Indian government, They
have been taught a sharp lesson.

This incident has also disarm-
o the right wing apposition
force, the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party of Mrs Bandaranake,
which has been campaigning lor
stronger  malitary o measures
against  the  Tamil  gucrilla
fighters in the north and cast.

Despite the elfarts ol the
government  and  other  right
wing lorces — the SEFP and
IVP — o whip up anti-Tamil
and anti-lndian hysteria, vast
masses of Sinhala people have
nof rallicd 10 the chauvimst ban-
ner. A demonstration against
the Indian government by the
rightist Torees attracted o measly
2,000 people

Meanwhile the opposition 1o
repressive  policies is  growing
not only m the Tamil areas but
o in predominantly Sinhala
arcas in the Soutl, The prahibn
tian of raditional demonstra-
tony amgd rallies on May Day
resulted  inocliashes  with  the
police which lelt two people
dead.

Workers who were brutally
suppressed through mass sack-
ing and repression have begun
1o flex their muscles agan, A
section al' the right wing opposi
lion led by the VP have begun
10 organise their own armesl
groups and have attacked Soine
Army and Air Foree harracks to
collect arms.

A provess  of  political
disintegration i taking place
with more and more people in
the country beginning 1o doubt
the ability of the Javawardene
government (o rule the country.
In the coming monthy  their
weakness  will  become  even
more  appatrent,  when  ihe
wuerillas who left the arcas in-
vaded by the Sri Lankan Army
return (o harrass them.,

1t 1y impossible tor the S
[ankan army to gain Tull con-
trol of the North even wath the
assistance ol ex-5AS advisers
and the Israeli Mossad  wha
have been working with the Sni
Lankan Army lor the last three
VEArs.

Meanwhile  the  couniry's
Cronomic SIwaion s worsen-
ing. The government’s ability 1o
obtain forcien foans and grants
fram abroad is becoming more
difficult, The Finance Minister,
who has the thankless task-of
gomng begging lor Tunds Tram
forcign  govertments  and in
stitutions, has warned chat the
present rate ol delenee expen-
diture cannot  go an withow
serious  repercussions 1o the
LConomy.

[t is estimated that 35% ol the
budgel now goes on the “war™
against the Tamil gucrillas. The
army and the police are streteh-
ed 1o the i, They will nor be
able 1o halt the disintegration ol
the political siructure.

1 he government iy secking to
put off the clechons yet again
on the pretext of the **war sifua-
tion™, The Len, including com
rades’ ofF  the  Revolutionry
Marxist Party, have called lTor o
Unifed  Fram' of “all working
clins drganisitions to throw ol
the  bankrupt  Jayawardene
regime.
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Sanctions against Apartheid

Labour movement must
take the lead

On June 27th, the Anti-

Apartheid Movement
(AAM) is holding a
“National Convention
for Sanctions”’

Its purpose is to get
different organisations

supporting sanctions against
South Africa to put their
point of view on Apartheid
across, and to adopt a
declaration and programme
of action on sanctions.

This is the* first
opportunity for AAM
activists 1o discuss  the

failure of the AAM national
Icadcr\hip's campaign for

“the Tormation of a parlia-
mentary majority commitied
to a manifesto for sanc-
tions™, and the inability of
the movement to make
southern Africa an issue in
the general clection.

By Philip Ward
Walkley Labour Party,
Sheffield

(personal capacity)

The Campaign for the
Manifesto for Sanctions was
launched ar the AAM AGM in
January. Delegates were
presented  witha six  page
document on the morning of the
discussion,

Adter six minutes
“discussion™ {3 speeches for,
none against), the meeting
adopted — without a vote — a
policy for the election which
allowed the Labour Pary
leadership to get away with no
mention  of  Souwth  Africa
throughout the whole of the
clection campaign. Instead the
policy was directed ar exposing
those (mainly Tories) who had
not given verbal support 1o the
sanctions manifesto.

With the election of the
Tories, a campaign of pressure

VICTORY. IU-THE

o

SOUTH unmcan\

on the government o pur
pressure  on  the UN  for
mandatory comprehensive
sanctions  is a dead end.
Although the collaboration of
the Tories and British capitalism
with Apartheid South Africa
should be exposed, much more
emphasis needs o be placed on
mobilising the unions against
Apartheid, including calling for
warkers' sanctions.

A serious campaign by the
whole of the AAM on 1his
(instead of the current
ghetroising of trade union wark)

necessarily means de-
emphasising  the Consumer
Boycott  Campaigns.  While

trade union action against trade
with apartheid is more difficult
10 organise than consumer
boveotts (especially  with the
current stare of the labour
movement) it is  only the
organised working class (hat is
in a position 10 force the
government 10 break all links
with the Apartheid siate.

In some areas — for example
with rhe National Union of

Mineworkers (NUM) in respect
of ¢coal, and in local government
and the health service in relation
1o the use of Shell oil and South
African food — the unions have
started 10 organise for workers®
sanctions, Bur it is clear that
most unions are not ready Lo
take action against employers
who persist in supporting South
Africa

It is necessary to build up 10
this, and at the same time give
some real support to the
struggle of the South Alrican
and Namibian workers, by the
AAM launching a national
campaign of solidarity with
COSATU, its affiliates and
supporters and Namibia
Support Committee’s campaign
in solidarity with the Nartional

Union of Namibian Workers
(NUNW) and irs  affiliated
unions, This action should
include:

@ fundraising for 1he unions
(which Rail Against Apartheid
is doing in order to help fund a
{ull-timer for the SARHWU);

® a much more rapid response

to disputes in South Africa and
Namibia for example,
solidarity with the BTR sirikers,
where very little has been done

in the 18§ months of rtheir
dispute;

@ a campaign lor the release of
Moses  Mayekiso and  his
MAWL comrades threatened
with death for alleged
“treason’’;

@ links between union

branches in Britamn and South
Africa could be built;

®all of these actions could be
promated if the AAM was able
and willing to organise a
national tour of COSATU
members and if COSATU was
able 10 open an office in Britain.

Of course, some of these
proposals may at the mement be

difficult 1o organise for
“*securily reasons'’. This is an
argument that the AM

leadership uses when apposing a
more militant campaign against
Apartheid,

[t appears to be used as a
smokescreen 1o hide the AAM
leadership’s unwillingness 1o do
anything that may disturb the
leadership of the TUC. The
situarion in South Africa and
Namibia and the needs of the
unions there demands a break
with the campaigning patterns
of the past,

National Convention for
Sanctions
(AAM)
Saturday June 27, 10am
Central Hall
Westminster, London
Delegates only
(£5 registration)

National Sanctions Demo
London
24th October

AAM AGM
November 28/29
Sheffield
Delegates from national
affiliates only

Esca

ing apartheid

Kaffir Boy — Growing out
of Apartheid, Mark
Mathabane, Pan Books,
£3.50.

“Kaffir'" is a term of
contempt used by white
South Africans when
talking to or about
Blacks; '‘Boy’’ is any
male Black, no matter
what his age or the age
of the white person ad-
dressing him,

Kaffir Boy is the story of
one Black growing up in
the ghetto township Alex-
andra. But is it also the

story of the tens of
thousands of Alexandra,
Soweto, Guguletu,

Crossroads, Langa and all
the other townships where
Black people live in almost
unbelievable conditions of
urban squalor and poverty.

The author paints a vivid
picture of life in these
townships, a life where
sometimes a crust of dry
bread was a luxury.

He writes of the desperate
struggle to keep a roaf over
their heads, even if it was a
roof which lets the rain in and
covered a house which lacked
the most elementary needs
such as heating, running
water or lavatories; of a father
driven to drink and brutality by
the savage conditions of his

By Charlie van Gelderen
Brent South CLP

existence; ol a mother whose
strength  kept the family
together and thanks to whose
determination he was able to
get the education which even-
tually enabled him to “'grow
out of apartheia”’

The townships are the con-
centration camps of apartheid
South Africa. Like the Ger
mans who lived in Hitler's
Third Reich, the majority of

white South Afrcans would
claim ignorance ol the

real

conditions in these townships
It is not a subject which the
“"baas”’ or “"'madam'’ is likely
to discuss with the
“houseboy’’ or the “'girl"’
Apartheid laws prevent free
entry by whites inte '“Black'”
“areas. If this book gets past
the censors in South Africa,
no one will be able to go on
pleading their innocence. .,
From the tender age of three
ar four, Mark Mathabane was
a witness of the terror regime
which apartheid imposes on
the Black people. Alexandra is
one of the oldest urban Black
settlerments in the Rand area.
In the past few years white

houses had moved ever
closer.
A deliberate policy of

harassment was set in motion
to try and drive the Biacks out
of their homes. Theare are grim
descriptions of daily police
raids accompanied by acts of
savage brutality. Sex or age
made no ditference, They
were all just “Kaffirs'’

By the time he was seven
years old, the author had
become so conditioned to ax-
pecting pre-dawn raids that
each time his mother awaken-
ed him in the middle of the
night he would spring up in
alarm and ask "'Are they here?
| didn't hear any noises,.”
thinking that the police had in-
vaded the neighbourhood.
And on many occasions it
turned out that they had.

Through the author’s own
experiences, we get a picture
of the sordidness and
grimness of life in a black
township. We begin to unders-

tand why Moses Mayekiso
and other Black leaders set
about forming street commit
lees to enable the people to
take their destinies into their
own hands and why they
are now on trial for their lives
in the apartheid courts. ..

We live, with the author,
through the school and stu
dent revolt in Soweto in 1976,
which marked a new beginn-
ing of the fight against the
racist tyrrany of apartheid, a
fight which has gone on
unceasingly ever since — the
heady days when the dusty
streets of the townships
reverberated with the cry:
Amandlal Awethu! (Power is
ours!/)

Mark Mathabane toyed with
the idea of joining Umkhonto
We Sizwe and training to be a
guerilla, But, in the end, he
escaped from apartheid

through winning a8 tennis
scholarghip  to  Princeton
University in the . United

States. He had previously
been banned by the Black Ten-
nis Association because he
took part in white-organised
tennis tourmaments.

This escape route, of
course, is closed to all but a
handful of Blacks. The pot-
holed playing fields and near-
starvation diets of the
townships give I tle oppor-
tunity for sportepersons to
develop their talents. Those,
like Mark Mathabane, who
managed to break through the
race barrier and are '‘takoen
up'® by whites, become token
blacks, the Uncle Toms of
South African sports,

British workers in solidarity with South African workers

Boycott South
African coal

now!

The European
Community refused to
place a ban on imports
of South African coal on
the agenda of the
Council of Ministers’
meeting held in Brussels
on April 27th.

The European
Community’s attitude, and
also that of Japan, is at
variance with the action
taken by the United States,
Canada, Denmark, France
and Australia who have
unilaterally imposed
embargoes on South
African coal,

By importing this coal
the EEC, Japan and other
countries are supporting

exploitation in South
Africa's mines, and indeed
the whole repressive system
of apartheid.

The export of coal
provided South Africa with
1.3 billion dollars of
foreign exchange in 1985.

Black coalminers’ wages
in South Africa average 286
Rank (approx US $143 at
the commercial rate) per
month and their working
conditions are unsafe and
oppressive,

Taken from a joint statement
by the Miners' International
Federation, the International
Confederation of Free Trade
Unions and the European
Trade Confederation.

APPEAL

Briefing has had a request
for our paper to be sent to
the following anti-
Apartheid organisations:
COSATU (Confederation
of South African Trade
Unions), Metal Worker,
Educational Department,
CCWASY, SALB (South
African Labour Bulletin),
MAAWU (Metal and Allied
Workers Union).

We are appealing for
donations from individual
Briefing readers and sup-
porters’ groups to finance
these subscriptions. Each
sub ccsts us £17 for one
year, out if you can’t af-
ford a whole £17, plesse
send what you can, so ve
can start sending the
subscription off.

Labour Briefng regularly

covers events in South
Africa, and building direct
links with labour move-

ment bodies is very
important,
Please don't assume

that somebody else will be
responding to this appeal
and just tum the page
overl Get your cheque-
book out, and send in a
contribution as quickly as
possible. Cheques or
postal orders should be
made payable to Labour
Briefing. marked South
Africa appeal on the back,
and sent to PO Box 457,
London SW2 5UZ. We will
thank contributors in the
next issue of Briefing —
please state if you wish to
remain anonymous,

~3ers
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Lesbian & Gay Legislation Conference

Five hundred people
attended the Legislation
for Lesbian and Gay
Rights Conference on
May 23rd-24th,

It was  the largest
gathering of its kind in
Britain since the early
seventies, and the most
representative  ever  held,
with different sections of the
lesbian and gay community
and many organisations in
attendance.

The turn-out shows the
anger and determination to
fight current artacks on
lesbian and gay rights,

At least one third of those
at the conference were
women. There was also a
significant number of black
and minority ethnic lesbian
and gay people. Black
lesbians and gavs, drawing
on the strepgth and
confidence gained from their
recently  developing  self
organisation, made their
demands known for the first
time 1o a wide section of the
movement,

I'he voices of many other
sections of the lesbian and
gay movement oo often
silenced in the past, such as
lesbians - and gays with
disabilities, and older
lesbians and gays, were also
heard at the conference.

I'he call for the
conference came from the
Labour Campaign for
Lesbian and Gay Rights, the
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Campaign for Homosexual
Equality, and the NCCL.

National tradc union
sponsarship came from the
CPSA, GMBATU, NUM,
NUPE, the Probation
Officers, ACIT, TASS,
FBU, BIFU, the Scottish
Council of NALGO and the
Scottish  Council of the
TUC.

In the opening session,
lesbian and gay people who
have suffered discrimination
gave moving accounts of
their  experiences. Ken

By Theresa Conway and
Jamie Gough

Livingstone read a message
of  support from Jo
Richardson, and pledged
that the Parliamentary
Labour Party would bring
the legislative proposals of
the lesbian and gay
movement into Parliament,

David Steel sent a long
letter of support  (though
David Owen shortly after
the conference said he did
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not agree with legal equality
for gay people!).

A large number of
workshops ook place —
covering 20 different areas
of the law in which
discrimination exists and
taking on board the
different  experiences of
specially oppressed groups
of lesbian and gay people.
Many of these workshops
were  very  productive  in
clarifying the often complex
political and technical issues
at stake.

It had been hoped that the
conference would be able to
agree 4 basic charter of
demands around which to
campaign, In the event,

many people especially
those from specially

oppressed groups — lelt that
there had been insufficient
discussion to produce such
an agreement.

However, the conference
overwhelmingly agreed (o
continue the discussions
with the aim of producing a
charter lor lesbian and gay
rights, while continuing to
fight specific cases ol legal
injustice, 1t was agreed that
greater efforts needed to be
made to make the discussion
accessible to all.

Aflter a sharp debate, the
right of the caucuseés of the
specially oppressed to veto
any proposal was agreed.

The failure to agree a
charter at this conference
had a number of causes. The
conference had been
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Determined to fight on!

organised from scratch in six
months by a newly-formed
campaign a very short
time in which to discuss the
many issues involved.

The conlerence
discussions were made more
difficult by dogmatism and
sectarianism  On - Various
sides, by the issumng of
ultimatums, attempts 10
silence opponents, some red-
baiting and hostility to the
presence of non-leshian and
eay people,

Underlying these
problems, and the debate on
the  veto  of  specially-
oppressedd  groups,  were
different ideas of alliances
and how those alliances can
be achieved.

However, the very fact
that these debates emerged is

lestament o the
Conference's unprecedented
size and breadth. Lying
behind the big turnout is a
will to fight that can be buili
into a powerful campaign,
taking on board the
demands of the specially-
oppressed and gaining

icreasing  supporl o the
labour movement,

There is no reason 1o keep
our heads down!

ext planning meeting:
July 18th
For details
phone
01 833 3860




