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In the biggest assault on leshian and
gay rights in Britain in this century,
Clause 28 was approved by the House
of Commons last month by 254 votes
to 201.

In a month it will be illegal for Local
Authorities to ‘“‘intentionally promote
homosexuality”’.

Lord Caithness, the government spokesper-
son in the House of Lords, says that Clause
28 is concerned with “every aspect of the
way homosexuality manifests itself”. In a
rare moment of candour, he admitted that the
Clause was intended to prevent Local
Authorities from supporting such activities
as gay library collections, leshian and gay
units, seasons of gay plays, the Leshian and
Gay Pride Carnival, gay rights charters, and
organisations for teenage lesbians and gays.

Not since the anti-gay witch-hunts in Nazi
Germany has any West European country
enacted such sweeping laws against lesbhians
and gay men. Never, since the origin of local
government in this country, have Local
Authorities been compelled by the central
state to discriminate against one section of
the community.

Now, in an attempt to justify this draconian
attack, government ministers and MPs have
mounted a crude campaign of vilification and
scapegoating against leshians and gays, with
inevitable violent consequences.

In two outhursts of breathtaking bigotry,
Conservative MPs David Wiltshire and
Nicholas Fairbairn respectively branded les-
bians and gay men as “‘biologically abnormal”
and as suffering from ‘“psychopathological
disorders”.

These parliamentary ‘“‘queer-bashers’’, and
the 252 Conservative MPs who joined them in
the “Ayes’ lobby, have helped create an at-
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CLAUSE!

PETER TATCHELL

mosphere in which anti-gay prejudice is
becoming more overt and more “acceptable’’.
Already, even before Clause 28 has become
law, homophobic violence has reached an all-
time high. Two weeks ago, queer-bashers
med with a revolver burst into the London
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to the crowd.

A month earlier, just two days before a
huge Stop the Clause demonstration in Leeds,
a bomb was planted outside a nightclub in the
city centre. It was set to go off at a time when
the club would have been packed with les-
bians and gays attending an anti-Clause fund-
raising benefit.

Gay venues in London have been repeatedly
attacked in recent weeks. A gang of 25
youths smashed up the Vauxhall Tavern.

® French
Presidential
elections

® Women for
Benn & Heffer!

® Searchlight:
LMCP/PSC
Open Letter

® P&O:
Solidarity call

® Football League
Centenary

The Manchester demonstration against the Clause in February

Regulars at The Bell were terrorised by knife-
wielding thugs. A gay man was clubbed over
the head outside the Two Brewers.

Already, the scale of victimisation is in-
tolerable. With the clear threat of ever moun-
ting discrimination once Clause 28 becomes
law, it is morally incumbent on Local
Authorities to refuse to implement the
Clause. Town Halls and trade umions alike
must pursue a policy of non-compliance,

What is at stake are the human rights and
civil liberties of five million leshians and gay
men. On this question of fundamental
democratic principles, there can be no com-
promise and no negotiation until Clause 28 is
repealed and lesbian and gay people at last
win the freedom, justice, and equality which
we have been denied for far too long.

Tony Benn addresses the Sacialist Conference in Chestarfieid,
QOctober 1887

TONY BENN speaks out on
Clause 28:

““Clause 28 is a direct attack
upon the rights of people to
control their own lives. It is
reminiscent of the attacks on
lesbians and gay men of the kind
we saw in Germany before the
war.

It is intended to force people
into accepting one view of life,
which would threaten the civil
liberties of everybody. Labour
Party policy on this as laid down
at Conference is crystal clear —
and should be adhered to."’

LABOUR— TAKE THE POWER!
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Campaign Round-up

NUS Conference
Politics in
second place

At NUS conference, the
Kinnock-backed can-
didate, Maeve Sherlock
of the Democratic Left
(DL), won the Presiden-
¢y, guaranteeing another
vear of inaction for
students faced with the
GERBiIll.

There were few political
gains for anybody.

The "‘victories™ belonged
to a new force called
“Students Jfor Studenits’’,
representing a ‘‘keep politics
— especially  international
issues — out of our unions™’
feeling, which has grown
because of the poor leader-
ship offered students by the
DL.

Socialist Students in NOLS
(SSiN) did however win the key
position of National Secretary,
beating off a weak challenge
from a Communist student sup-
ported by the DL. In the part-
rime clections, the DL vole
declined,

The £12,000 Labour Party
grant 10 DL had clearly been
spent largely on the Presidential
election. SSIN gained one extra
position in the part-time
elections.

Success

I'he DL owe their success 10
the decision of Militant and the
SWP 10 vote for the “official’
Labour candidates, Without
these votes it is unlikely that the
DL could have wan any major
positions.

The SWP used the cxcuse of
SSIN's line on Palestine (twin
state), claiming this showed that
SSIN were to the right of DL.
However, it is SSIN and not DL
who have opposed local govern-
ment cuts and supported rhe
Benn-Heffer Campaign,

Militanit’s excuse was even
warse. saying they would vote
for the DL because they were
the *‘official'® Labour can-
didates — in spite of the fact
that in Scotland they themselves
stood candidates against the
DL, The DL have also been at
the forefront of the witch-hunt

By DAYE LANGAN
and PETE McDONALD

against Militant.

Many delegates lelt the SWP
and  Muitant . backed the
rightward moving DL can-
didates through a fear of losing
their own “‘left wing’® creden-
tials rather than because of any
political principle.

Although Briefing students
supported SSIN there are clear
problems with its methods of
organisation, There needs 10 be
more debate within caucuses
rather than the current concen-
tration on certain individuals.

Outside

SSiN also need to link up
more  effectively to  struggles
outside the student movement,
For instance, whilst supparting
Benn-Heffer and workers in
struggle they did not successful-
Iy bring these arguments into
the Conlerence. Their position
on Palestine is also unpopular
with  many independents in
NOLS.

Conference  generally  was
devoeid of politics (when politics
did appear it was in the mosi
rectionary form, by SPUC can
didates who stood and were
defeated in every election). Al
one peint a suspension of stan-
ding orders to hear a P&O
striker was voted down, bu
during in the same session a
similar vote was carried to hear
what had happened in the last
episode of Neighbours!

Nonetheless, two good pieces
of policy were pased. First,
part-time students gained parity
— the right 1o equal representa-
tion with full-timers. Secondly,
conference voted ro call on local
Councils to refuse to implement
Clause 28,

One of the best bits of Con-
ference was the emergence of a
group called Labour Students
Left Caucus — centred around
Manchester Paolytechnic. Their
policy s support for SSiN on
campaigning  issues  whils
criticising  Socialist  Organiser
lines within SSIN on [reland,
Palestine, and autonomy. In
shert their analysis is ideatical
10 ours.

A Day for Palestine

Show your solidarity with the Palestinians:
DEMONSTRATE!
May 15th
Assemble Thames Embankment, London,
1.30pm (Embankment tube).
Called by the Interim Joint Committee for
Palestine, c/o 21 Collingham Road, London SW5
ONU

Palestine

Occupation and the future
Conference May 7th-8th
University of London Institute of Education, Beadford
Way, London WC1 (Russell Square tube)
Speakers include:

Awad Abdel Fattah (Al Fajr journalist], Issam Abdel
Hadi (deportee), Lea Tsemel (Israeli Attorney), Moshe
Machover (Israeli academic), Akram Hanniyeh
(deported editor of Al Sha’ab newspaper), Sarah
Graham Brown (writer) and Fouzi El-Asmar
(Palestinian writer).

Organised by the Committee for the Freedom of
Expression of Palestinians and Israelis {CFEPI), BM
Box 9585, London WC1N 3XX,. Tel 01 226 7050.

Marxism Today
presents
The '68 show
Saturday May 7th, London School of Economics, Houghton

Sanctuary
inspiration

On Sunday February
14th, after 53 weeks,
Rajwinder Singh came
out of sanctuary from
the Guru Nanak Temple
in Bradford. _

The Home Office agreed
to give him a temporary
reprieve.

On the day after — the
15th —~ Salema Begu,
who had taken sanctuary
in the Chorlton Central
church, won her cam-
paign, when the Home Of-
fice gave her indefinite
leave to remain,

There can be na question
that it was sanctuary that
forced the Home Office to ac-
cept the justness of both
these cases. If not for taking
sanctuary, both of them
would have been deported.

It is also the case that it was
because of the existence of
our sanctuary, in the Church
of the Ascension, that
Renukaben Lakhani, Ra
jwinder Singh and Salema
Begum went into sanctuary in
the first place.

It might look puzzling that
the longest lasting sanctuary,
ours, has not yet been suc-
cesstul. But this should not
puzzle anyoene. It s precisely
pecause we have given a lead
and laid the political basis for
sanctuary that the Home Of-
fice is determined to destroy
us.

Struggle

Qur campaign has taken on
maost clearly the general anti-
deportation struggle, Qur cam-
paign-has not just been about
Vira; Mendis, but also about
the injustice of the immigra
tion laws. Qur campaign has
heen the cutting edge of the
santuary movement, These
facts make the Home Office
determined to strixe a martal
vlow at the sanctuary move

Viray Mendis

strengthen the resolve -of all
those involved in the sanc-
tuary movement. In fact,
whatever the Home Office
plans the sanctuary move
ment is gaining momentum,

Story

The Catholic Herald, on
February 22nd, carried a lead
story announcing that “the
Committea for Community
Relations of the Catholic
Bishops Conference of
England and Woales has en
dorsed the sanctuaty move-
ment which 3allows those
threatened with deportation to
take refuge in churches and
private homes.”’

But our opponents are not
inactive. The fact that there
are farces lobbying to get Viraj
out of the church was once
again illustrated on Friday
February 12, as our regular Fri-
day march to the sanctuary
was attacked by the police.

By the Viraj Mendis Defence
Campaign

Haringey Councillors Against the Cuts

sends
May Day Greetings to Briefing readers

No Cuts in Jobs or
Services!
No suspensions or
expulsions!
Back Benn and Heffer!

Lambeth Labour Party
Local Govem_ment Committee
No cuts in Jobs and

Services!
Full Support to all Councillors
‘against Cuts
Defend the Councillors in
Camden and Lewisham
expelled from their Labour
Group

May Day Greetings
from

London Councillors
Against the Cuts
No Cuts!

Build the Fightback!

St, Landon WC2
“The red spectre of studant revolt is returning to haunt the up-
wardly ageing Marxists of the 80s. Twenty years an from the
May events in France Marxism Today the magazine that
epitomises the new mood of consumer-communism — is stag-
ing a grand reunion bout of mindless militancy and terminal
talkabout. The event culminates n an occupation of the LSE by
massed ranks of Yummies {Young Upwardly Mobile Marxists)
at Marxism Today's '68 Show, featuring Robin Blackburn,
Dave Triesman, Eduard Goldstucker, Bernadette McAliskey,
Hilary Wainwright,
Tickets £6 from The '68 Show, 16 St John Street, London
EC1M 4AY, O1 608 0265,

ment by destroying ours,

The Home Office may think
that by cleaning away the
other sanctuaries it will be Centre, Jackson Crescent,
able to isolate and defeat ours Hulme, Manchester, M15
However, the victory of the B5AL
other three sanctuaries will Tel.: 061 234 3168

VMDC, c/o North Hulme

Viraj Mendis will stay!
DEMONSTRATE!

Sat May 28th
_ Assemble 12 noon, Albert Square, Manchester

London Fights Backl
Committed to
defending local
government

The struggle
continues!

No Cuts in Jobs or
Services!
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Editorial

Defend Ron Brown!

So Ron Brown MP has damaged the Mace,
symbol of the antique and arcane rituals of the
Mother of Parliaments. Big deal!

The response of Kinnock & Co. is both
scandalous and depressingly predictable.
“Disruption’” and ““loutishness’’ in parliament,
they say, diverts attention from the real issues,
and allows the papers to concentrate on
Commons demos, not things like the NHS and
social security.

Kinnock's logic only makes sense if you think
that the Tory thugs and louts can be defeated
by sympathetic media coverage for Labour and
by voting in Parliament. Of course, everyone
knows that the Tories have a 100-majority and
that Labour will never get good coverage in the
press, even if its MPs behave like school
prefects.

The Tories constantly disrupt parliament to
drown out left Labour speakers like Eric Heffer,
Dave Nellist and Ken Livingstone. But there are
no protests from the Tory papers or the Labour
front bench when that happensl!

Parliamentary activity should be used by
Labour MPs to arouse the country to outrage
and action against the measures on things like
the NHS and social security. The disruption of
the budget speech by shouts of ’shame’’ served
to focus on the unjustness of the tax changes.
An opposition serious about fighting Thatcher
should be disrupting parliament every other day.

Ron Brown refuses to grovel and doff his cap
to the Tory establishment. Good for him.
Aneurin Bevan often described how the fake
grandeur of parliament is used to intimidate
radicals and socialists. Kinnock only underlines
his subservience and spinelessness by knuckling

BRIEFING

LABOUR — TAKE THE POWER!

under to his Tory “‘betters’’. Stop the witch-hunt
against Ron Brown!

Benn and Heffer — seize the time!

The Leadership fight is on in the Party with a
vengeance. Whatever vote that Tony Benn and
Eric Heffer get in the electoral college, the
campaign has focused the debate about the way
forward in the fight against the Tories and for
socialism. The centre of the debate is socialism
itself. At issue is whether the fundamental idea
of socialism — a democratic and egalitarian
transformation of society — has any relevance
to the last decade of the 20th century.

In Britain, there is a mass force for socialism
— in the Labour Party and trade unions, and in
the miriad of other groups and activities
organised and supported by the left. In some
other European countries such a force does not
exist. So we have an opportunity — and a
responsibility — not to squander the forces of
militant socialism which exist. The main forces
for socialism are getting involved in the Benn-
Heffer Campaign and the growing
“’Chesterfield’”” movement. Now, and we mean
now, we have to maximise the opportunity to
push forward socialism,

So seize the time! Take the following practical
steps:

® Set up a campaign for Benn and Heffer in
your locality.

@ Investigate the possibility of raising the issue
Jin your union. Get Heffer or Benn to speak at a
fringe meeting at your union conference or
event.

@ Start the fight now for a Benn-Heffer vote in
your CLP.

® Buy stocks of the Briefing Benn-Heffer badge
(see page 12)!

Organise against the Poll Tax

The Tory backbench revolt against the Poll Tax
reflected the profound and widespread
unpopularity of this anti-democratic measure. It
also demonstrated the limitations of merely
parliamentary action against it. The Thatcher
government has been embarrassed, but it will
sail ahead anyway, determined to press to the
utmost its attack on local government and the
inner city Labour vote.

How to respond? Petitions, leaflets, lobbies
are all necessary but insufficient on their own.
The Poll Tax is a combined economic and
political attack on the working class. Its effects
will be far-reaching and longlasting. Once it
becomes operative, the damage it will do the
labour movement will not be undone simply by
periodic calls for its repeal.

Of course, this is not the first time a Poll Tax
has been instituted — in Britain or abroad. And
history, in this matter, does have a clear lesson.
A campaign of mass resistance — based on non-
compliance with the law can and must be
organised.

Labour Councils should refuse to collect the
tax. Trade unionists should refuse to administer
it. People should refuse to pay it.

These various levels of action against the Tax
need to be co-ordinated, so that one re-enforces
and encourages another.

In England and Wales, concrete proposals for
non-compliance should be tabled now, so that
we are ready to take action when the time
comes.

Imperialism in the Gulf

Hands off Iran!

More than 40 Iranian oil
workers and sailors were
killed in the US naval at-
tacks in the Guif on April
18th.

The attacks were murder
pure and simple; the 45 se-
cond “‘warning'’ to the vil
platform workers 1o
evacuate was a joke — they
couldn't have got of the
platform in that time if they
had tried.

The attacks on Iranian
naval craft which followed
were allegedly in retaliation
for Iranian counter-strikes,
but that claim is extremely
dubious. It seems likely that
the Tranian ships which fired
at US warplanes did so
because they were already
under attack,

By HARRY PEEL

The murderous arrogance of
US imperialism in disposing of
40 Iranians without a second
thought hardly needs comment
in Briefing. Neither does the
pathetic response of the Labour
frontbench who failed Lo con-
demn the attack outright. That-
cher, needless (o say, pave en
thusiastic support o Reagan.

The duty of socialists in Bri-
tain is (o demand that the
United States — together with
Britain and 1ts other col-
laborators — gets out of the
Gulf, Despite our opposition (o
the Iranian regime, a régime ut-
terley hostile 1o the interests of
the working ctass and socialism,

these American attacks are a
display of imperialist thuggery,

In a conflict between the
United States and Iran of this
type, we stand with Iran and are
for the defeat of the United
States. The basic question in-
volved here is that of Iran's self-
determination: in this case the
right not to have its oil plat-
forms and ships blown up by the
US navy. Iran, despite its
regime, is an oppressed, depen-
dent nation. We defend it
against imperialism,

That has always been the
classic socialist position, For ex-
ample, when fascist lialy invad-
ed Abbassynia in 1936,
socialists took the side of the
Ethiopians against laly, despite
the feudal leadership of Haile
Selassie, :

Defending the Iranians, or
any other nation in the region
against the US navy is probably
not highly controversial among
socialists.  What s much
disputed, however, is the rela.
tionship of such skirmishes and
the Iran-frag war sell, which
has been going on for eight
years with something like a
million deaths.

Iran in the aftermath of the
attacks ralked of the US in-
lervening in a new “US-
Kuwait-Irag’" axis, which had
made common cause (o ('(‘"Cill
Iran.

Originally

This analysis is wrong. The
US originally sent its ships after
it was caught sending arms to
Iran, It sent its navy, in part, to
defend Western shipping: in
part, to be seen as not
capitulating to “‘terrorists’;

and, perhaps most of all, to
reassure ifs allies among the
Gulf sheiks, who have sided
with Iraq and who are nervous
about the prospect of an [ranian
victory,

The US intervention was
meant to be a flag-waving exer-
cise, and nor to become dircctly
part of the Iran-Irag war. The
United States does not want an
Iranian victory in the Gulf war;
but neither would an Iragi vic-
tory suit its interests particularly
well either, Either result would
create a powerful regional
power which did not have a
close relationship with the US,

But the United States could
get dragged into the Gulf war; it
could, especially if it were 10
feel that [ran was on the verge
of victory or was directly
threatening  the pro-US ol
sheikdoms. But in the long run,
for the US and the other im-
perialist powers, a capitalist
Islamic regime in lran is pro-
bably the -only realistic option.
Despite sea battles, the US will
have 10 do business with the
mullahs — especially after the
Avatollah’s death. Any
capitalist will te¢ll you that you
can choose your friends but vou
can't choose your busines part
ners. The US may hate the Jra

nian governmenl, bout it s
prepared to accept it, provided
1t doesn't try to dominate the

region and rhreaten its closest
allies,

There is certainly nothing
“anti-imperialist’™  or  pro-
gressive in the Islamic regime, It
is a government which has the
blood of tens of thousands of
workers, peasants, women, pea-
ple from national minorities,
and of course socialists. and

trade unionists, on its hands.
It has killed more peopte than

Chile's Pinochet regime. [ts tor-

ture chambers and sccret police
are every bit as horrific as those
of the Chilean dictatorship. The
ordinary workers and peasanis
of Iran have no interest
whatever in this regime, or its
bloody war against Iraq.

The latest US attack was a
response 1o the continuegd min
ing of the Gull by the lranians
and perhaps even 1o the hijack-
ing of the Kuwaiti jet, In other
words, for the moment it re-
mains a limited conflict,

Socialists should raise in the
labour movement an end 1o
hipartisanship on the Gulf ¢on-

Military forces “‘guarding’’ the Gulf

flict, and a withdrawal of the
British  fleet.. Full support
should also be given 10 all those
fighting against repression in
bath Iran and Iraq, and
especially for the  self-
determination of the Kurdish
people, who have been the vic-
tims of repression from bhoth
sides in the Gulf war,
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Trade Union Briefing

NUT Conference

New realists win

— but not without
a fight

““We've spent the last §
days contemplating our
own navel,” complained
a dispirited delegate at
the end of this year's
NUT conférence.

fhe complaint is given
weight by the media focus
on debates around internal
union reorganisation, the
non-ratification of Doug
McAvoy as general secretary
designate, and union
disciplinary procedures.

Certainly Conterence fail-
ed to offer clear campaign-
ing policies on many issues
confronting members in
schools,

The Natiopal Execulive gave
no indication that it was about
to launch any serious campaigns
an the bread and butter issucs of
jobs, pay, and working condi
tions, let alone mount the bar-
ricades in defence of srare
education

From the botile labelled “'new
realism™, the National Ex
ecutive poured ot the flyt and
tasteless liguor which has served

By Martin Allen and
Paul Foley

Socialist Teachers’
Alliance

past

This was seen most clearly in
the debate around GERBill
(Great? Education? Reform??
Bill), The National Executive
persuaded Conference to adopt
its proposals for an “‘indepen-
dent education
comprising the NUT, represen-
tatives of parents, industry, and
the churches.

These *‘authoritative allies’
will be charged with defending
state education provision and
the curriculum from predatory
Tory attacks in a continuation
of the already stale strategy
whose climax before. Con-
ference was a mass rally in the
Albert Hall which attracted a
grand total of 950 to hear an
odd ragbag of  bishops,
academics, politicians, and
school recorder bands.

The  Socialist leachers’
Alliance argued for a different
approach, based on a system of

commission’’

this union so badly in the recent alliances  with other trade

What you can do in

your union

@|f at all possible, submit a resolution {emergency if
necessary) through your branch to Union Conference
supporting Benn and Heffer.
® Get the next meeting of your Broad Left, left caucus,
etc., to discuss how to take the campaign up with the
maximum effect — and use the campaign to build the left
in the union.
® Start the discussion in your union journal with a letter
supporting Benn and Heffer. Encourage other members
to continue the debate.
@ Put pressure on NEC members or other officials who
support Benn and Heffer to come out openly in their
favour.
@ Ensure the issue is discussed at all levels of the union
and at other bodies, like Trades Councils, to which your
branch sends delegates.
@ Work with local Benn/Heffer campaigns (or set one up
if it doesn’t exist) to get it discussed at other trade union
branches in your area, providing speakers if necessary.
® Put pressure on the Executive to promise full debate of
the issue at Conference even if it’s too late for resolu-
tions. Ensure as many branches as possible mandate
their delegates.
® Regardless of whether support can be debated at Con-
ference, get your Broad Left to organise a fringe meeting.
®@If it can't be discussed at a union conference make
sure the Executive is flooded with resolutions from bran-
ches in support of Benn and Heffer.
® Produce leaflets for the membership outlining the
reasons for supporting the campaigns — this will be
especially important where unions decide to ballot the
membership. If unions ballot then insist that a policy
statement goes out from each candidate.
® Where a workplace Labour Party branch exists invite a
speaker to an open workplace meeting. Is it an opportuni
ty to have another look at forming a workplace branch?
® Make sure you keep the Campaign Group of MPs in-
formed of what you are doing.

Pete Firmin, NUR

WATERLOO BRANCH
National Union of
Railwaymen
sends

May Day Greetings

unionists, and campaigning
parents and community
organisations, and a strategy
which included teachers refus-
ing 10 co-operate with new
testing procedures and sewting
up communily-based campaigns
against ‘‘opting out™.

Thatcher will be delighted
with the NUT’s meek and tame
surrender 1o the biggest
reorganisation of state educa-
tion since the 1944 Education
Act. In the meantime, Briefing
supporters should invite their
local Lord to the nexl meeting

informatian on ‘‘lobbying™
may be obtained from the NUT.

On conditions of service, the
union leadership had nothing to
offer but advice on how 1o
negatiate  with  “friendly™
employers and a statemen: of
aims for future agreements,
With the loss of negotiating
rights, the hawkish interpreta-
tion of Baker’s conditions of
service by LEAs, and lack of
union leadership, demoralisa-
tion among classroom teachers
is likely to deepen,

The seven week strike in Har-
ingey was frequently referred to
by Executive speakers, but only
as a lefl cover for the absence of
any scrious campaign of in-
dustrial action to reverse the
general attacks on teachers’
working conditions (including
larger classes, longer hours, and
cover for absent collcagues),

The pay debate was farcial.
The Executive called for in-
creases of 40%, “‘We want
Youdsamoney”,’” heckled an
unimpressed Conference, and
with good reason. The Ex-
ccutive offered nothing in the
way of a strategy (o win this
“Harry Enfield'" claim,

The STA proposed a more
realistic claim of a flat rate in=
crease of £2,000, coupled with a
realistic action strategy to win
it. Unimpressed with the NUT's
demands for “‘loadsamoney’’,
Baker has simply imposed a
4-6% pay increase.

In a union where there is large
support for the left, the “'new
realists” did not have it all their
own way. This was obvious in
the debate on union reorganisa-
tion. The important arguments
in this debate concerned the
aims and objectives of the union
and union democracy.

Impressed by the growing
strength of the left, the “new
realists™" wish to impose cen-
tralisation and take powers
away from local associations
(NUT lacal branches).

They seek also to impose a
fundamental change from a
union which attempts to defend
the collective interests of its
members to one which is in
essence 4 company union offer-
ing discounts and fringe benefits
to individual members, along
the FEETPU model. The
justification for these changes
has been the dramatic fall in
union membership and conse-
guent loss of income in recent
years.

Conference was in no mood
to support such far-reaching
changes without a thorough
debate among the membership
and deferred the proposals to &
special conference, This vote
and the vindication of the ILTA
cight were among the highlights
for the left.

After defeats over pay and
working conditions and the loss
of negotiating rights, the NUT
is less confident than it was only
a few years ago. Nevertheless, a
large minority still support cam-
paigns of action against the
Tory government's attacks on
state education.

Far from nurturing this
moad. the NUT leadership is
determined to push the union
towards  Kinnockite  *'new
realism’™’. It is still far from
clear whether the membership
will allow this move, and the
debate is by no means
conclided.

Support the

seafarers!

Becky, a stewardess on P&0 ferties, who is now on strike,
addresses the North London Chesterfield Conference., April

> What you
can do

The media is downplaying the seafarers’
dispute. With the sackings announced as
we go to press, it is essential that we do
everything possible to mobilise labour
movement support for the workers involved.

Every trade union and Labour Party
branch should be giving the seafarers a
platform to put their case and holding
collections to give the strikers the financial
support they need.

Solidarity like this has been organised
successfully in Hull. In London, Support
Groups are getting going. This dispute is not
just about the individual workers’ conditions
of work: it’s about whether the shipping
companies can remove all the gains the
seafarers have won this century — and
disregard safety measures for workers and
passengers as if the Herald of Free
Enterprise tragedy never happened.

Organise solidarity now!

A group of seafarers is
based in London to
mobilise support. The
seafarers have divided
London between them so
contact your nearest group.
Waltham Foresi

Conract Glenn or Jim on 521
4729,

This Support Group is
twinged with Thanet, Send
messages of support and
donations to NUS, Labour
Hall, High St, Ramsgate,
Kent.

Southwark
Contact Brian on 582 8433,

This Suppart Group is
twinned with Deal. Messages
of support and dopations 10
NUS, Magnus House, Deal,
Kent.

Hounslow
Ask for the Seafarers Support
Group on 572 3764.

[his Support Group is
winned with Thanet, Messages
of support and donations (o
NUS, Labour Hall, High St,
Ramsgate, Kent,

(Thanks to Glenn, based in
Waltham Forest Suppor!
Group for the ahove
information).

Support
grows

P&O Ferries workers raised
£900 — and promises of
more financial support —
in their recent tour of

workplaces in the Hull
area.
The Hull Trades Council

Disputes Committee, which
has undertaken solidarity work
in the area since the Miners’
Strike, worked in conjunction
with Hull Dockars to raise the
sym in a fundraising tour
which lasted two days.

£200 was raised from a
meeting of Hull National Union
of Seamen, with a further
£200 coming from two pits
which Hull Trades Council
developed a relationship with
during the Miners' Strike —
Kellingley, and Prince of
Wales, Pontefract.

£60 was raised from a col-
lection and donation made
when the strikers put their
case to Hul' North Labour Par-
ty General Committee.

The remainder came from
workplaces in the Hull area,
with more workplaces
organising continuing collec-
tions from workers in the
weeks to come.

The size of the donations, in
such a short space of time,
shows the significant support
which exists in the area for the
P&O workers.

Bill!

NUPE — Hackney Officers Branch
May Day Greetings
No Cuts in Jobs
and Services!
Smash the Housing
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Feature: Labour Leadership election

TONY BENN on a threat to democracy:

Parliamentary

Bi-partisanship

The following is a digest of a speech
made by TONY BENN at the North
London Socialist Conference on

April 16th.

The British people, unlike

those living in most
democracies, are not
allowed to elect their

Head of State nor their
Second Chamber, and
even the House of Com-
ons has no power over the
Royal Prerogatives by
which any Prime Minister
— Conservative or
Labour — can by-pass
parliament.

These Prerogatives
legitimise the most corrup-
ting form of patronage
vader which ministers,
peers, judges, bishops, am-
bassadors, and the chairs of
mationalised industries are
appointed in secret by the
Prime Minister of the day.

In recent years, even our
limited democracy has been
sharply reduced by attacks
on local government, in-
cluding the abolition of the
GLC and the Metropolitan
Counties, rate-capping, and
the disqualification, by the
Courts, of Councillors who
try to implement the
manifestos on which they
were elected.

Following the an-
nouncement by Benn
and Heffer of their deci-
sion to stand against
Kinnock and Hattersley,
four women MPs resign-
ed from the Campaign
Group.

Jo Richardson, Clare
Short, Margaret Beckett,
and Joan Ruddock have
not yet made clear to
women in the labour move-
ment why they took this
action.

These women are not all
in total political agree-
ment, but they do all have
some allegiance to the
Tribune Group,which'may

have influenced their
decision.
Whatever the individual

reasons, the collective effect
of the resignations has been to
confuse and worry many
socialist - feminists in the
Labour Party,

Perhaps the only good thing
to come of these resignations
will be a discussion, urgently
required, amongst socialists
concerning the place of
women's and feminist policies
in the campaign for the Labour
Leadership and in the labour
movement as a whaole.

Labour women have been
preoccupied for the last 18
months by internal discus
sions about structures, divi-
sion of wvotes, and ruies,
Important as these things are,
they are also boring!

In addition, the security
services are, effectively, ac-
countable to no one. They
can do virtually what they
like. They have, in the past,
attempted to remove an
elected Labour Prime
Minister, and quite recently
they carried out an execution
without trial in Gibraltar,
confident that their activities
will be protected from public
disclosure by judges who
will ban any publication that
gives an account of what has
happened.

These events should set
the alarm bells ringing for
those who care about civil
liberties, human rights, and
the democratic use of the
ballot box.

But there is another threat
which receives little atten-
tion: the tendency towards
parlinmentary bi-
partisanship on some of the
central political questions of
the day, blanking out the
electors’ choice.

Both Front Benches in the
House of Commons are of-
ficially agreed about British
membership of NATO, with
its nuclear strategy, the

presence of 30,000 American
troops on British soil, and
the maintenance of a high
and crippling level of
military expenditure.

Both Front Benches in the
House of Commons appear
now to accept British
membership of the EEC
which, with the adoption of

the single European Act, ef-

fectively destroys the right
of elected British govern-
ments to follow the
economic and industrial
policies necessary if full
employment is to be restored
and our industries are to be

rebuilt,
Both Front Benches en-
dorsed the  Anglo-Irish

Agreement which locks this
country into policies which
sustain the British occupa-
tion of Northern Ireland and
military measures to main-
tain ‘‘law and order’’,

All the Parliamentary
Partics seem to be moving
towards an agreement that
market forces have a central
role to play, leaving only the
question of how they can
best be administered to be
resolved on polling day.

Most astonishing of all is
the view, widely expressed at
the top, that the apparatus
of the State is actually
neutrzl, and that the civil
service, the security services,
the courts, and the broad-
casting authorities are will-
ing and anxious to co-
operate, on the basis of im-

partiality, with a Labour
government, once it has
been elected by the British
people.

These are deadly,
dangerous trends because
they blank out any serious
alternative approach to what
should be done, deny the
legitimacy of other views,
and seek to extinguish the
ancient radical and
democratic traditions which
we have inherited from the
past.

These coalitionist tenden-
cies, if they are not challeng-
ed, could lead Britain
towards a one-party state in
which only one view would
be acceptable.

Even today those who in-
sist on advocating alter-
native policies face harass-
ment and intimidation from
a handful of rich men who
own and control most of our
newspapers, and are always
ready to hound anyone who
challenges the conventional
wisdom of the rich and the
powerful.

One of the most
dangerous developments in
Britain today is the per-
sistence of racism and the re-
emergence of fascism, must
of it directed against the
black community, which
suffers some of the worst
poverty in the inmer cities,
experiences rigid and unfair
immigration controls, and
harsh policing.

The experience of the

Tony Benn at the North London Socialist Conference April

16th-17th

black community in these
circumstances makes it ab
solutely essential that it
should have distinct and
separalc representation in
the labour movement by the
acceplance ol Black
Sections,

Apartheid is a world issue
and one of the reasons why
the British people have not
taken a stronger line is that
the labour movement itself
has not linked racism at
home with the struggle in
South Africa.

IT Labour is to be truly
representative, it must tap
the experience, reflect the

Women for Socialism

Backing Benn and Heffer
— on our terms!

The only women wha found
these tedious arguments ex
citing — the Labour Women's
Action Committee Leadership
— managed to make every
tactical mistake possible in the
Review of Women's Organisa
tion and it has led to the
demise of their organisation,
The Review has demoralised
Labour women — and it’s still
not over!

By Barbara Green
Sponsor of Women for
Socialism

The Benn-Heffer Campaign
will provide opportunities. for
discussion and activity around
socialist policies and above all
a chance toreach out to many
women involved in struggle.

Waomen should support the
Benn-Heffer Campaign. But
our support is not, and should
not be, without conditions,

The Campaign speaks not
only for the Labour left. but
also for women and men in-
volved in the Chesterfield
movemeant and in many trade
unions and cammunity
groups.

Policies

Socialist feminists need to
discuss and advance the
policies we think are
necessary to meet the neeads
of the majority of women —
the kind of policies which are
passed year after year at
Labour Women’s Conference,
but few people ever hear
about because the Party
Leadership has such contempt

for women's struggles.
Women for Sacialism has

written to the Benn-Heffer
Campaign, raising these
issues and proposing to

organise a meeting ta discuss
a Women'’s Manifesto for the
Campaign. In particular, we
feel we must debate and agree

THE
OCIALIST
CONFERENCE

policies which will fight to in-
crease women's access to
abortion and contraception
facilities.

In the short time left bet
ween now and the third
reading of the Alton Bill, we
must ensure that the Benn
Heffer campaign does its best

MR

needs, and arriculate the
demands of black people as
@ part of the working class
imovement in Britain,

And il the Labour Party
denies these rights, it will
weaken itself and undermine
lits capacity to do what has (o
be done.

The experience of the
black community in these
circumstances makes it ab-
solutely essential that
should have distinct and
separate representation in
the labour movement by the
acceptance of Black
Sections,

Joan Ruddock: well-known CND campaigner berfote siaction 4s
a Labour MP; now making her pos:itior afusing o back
unilateralist challengers to a8 multilst o0 NATO Party
Leadershup,

to mobilise against it

We must also look at ways
of supporting women facing
racism and ensure that Black
women's demands are placed
on the political agenda.

The Benn-Heffer Campaign
should work with Women fas
Socialism and other sociaist
feminists to reach the widest
audience ol women. Anocther

proposa 18 12 estadush groups
ol wamen supporting Benn-
Heffer ins:de vanous unions,
I you would ke to discuss
these ideas or be sent more in-

formanuon about Women for
Sccalsm. please contact;
Mandy Moore: :Sutton Manor,
Polterton Lane Sutton
Scarsdale, Nr. Chesteifield,

Derayshire S44 50

PHOTO: Marine Stead

PHOTO: Leasa Herber!

May Day Greetings from
Hornsey & Wood
Green
Labour Women's
Section
No Cuts in Women’s

Jobs or Services!
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Labour Party

SNP exploits Labour
split in elections

Thousands of poor and
needy in this area are being

hammered through|
withdrawal of benefits under
the new social security
svsiem., :

The same traumatic ex-
perience is being repeated,
throughout the length and
breadth of Britain.

In Scotland it is compounded
by another vicious attack on liv-
ing standards: delivery of Poll
Tax registration forms.

This is the context in which
Divrict Council elections are
beiag held throughout Scotland
on May 5th,

. A revamped Tory election
machine with money to burn is
fielding a record number of can-
didates. Their mesage is simply:
take Thatcher's medicine — it
tastes horrible, but there is no
alternative. They have no hope.

Labour's ant-Poll Tax cam-

paign Stop I, lausnched amid

By Jim Niblock
Glasgow

much publicity last October, has
been so ineffective and
bureaucratic that the jibe is:
let's change its name to '‘stan
i,

Chair of the campaign, Brian
Wilson MP, said ''The cam-
paign aimed to provide a vehicle

for the massive public hostility

(o the Poll Tax.'" There is no
shortage of public hostility, but
the vehicle is a clapped out
wreck,

The SNP's line on the Poll
Tax is to the left of Labour:
they seek 10 use the elections to
build support for a mass non-
payment campaign. The
nonsense of Dewar & Co.
threatens to open a breach in
Labour’s support; which the
SNP may yet prove able to
exploit,

Jeremy Corbyn MP
and
Keith Veness (Agent)
send May-Day Greetings to
Briefing readers

Vote for a
socialist Leader
Vote Benn and
Heffer!

LY
s-

The Labour Party in
Scotland has committed
itsell 1o a campaign designed
to use legal means to
frustrate the Poll Tax
registration process.

The Stop It campaign has
produced a leaflet Send It Back,
which explains how it may be
hindered. One million of these
[eaflets arc supposed 10 have
been printed but they were only
available after the registration
forms went out to households.

The labour movement failed
badly in the first round of op-
position to the Poll Tax, Labour
controlled Regional Councils all
agreed to the setting up of the
Poll Tax machinery. New staff
have been recruited to help ad-
ministrate the collection.

Some Labour controlled

MAY DAY GREETINGS FROM

The Campaign

Group

of Labour MPs
Support Benn and

Heffer for the Party
Leadership

=N LS
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By Roland Sheret
Scottish Labour Briefing

District Councils have even
agreed to be agents for the col-
lection of the Tax from Council
house tenants even though there
is no legal requirement for them
to do s0.

Labour's elected Councillors
refused to be the first line of
defence against the Tax. The
Labour Party Leadership refus-
ed o ask them to put up a fight,

Meanwhile the Scottish Na-
tional Party is fighting the
District Council elections this
May on a platform asking for a
mandate (0 run a non-payment
campaign. They are looking to
win 100,000 pledges of non-
payment,

The General Council of the
Scottish Trade Union Congress
has been involved in lengthy
discussion with the Labour Par-
ty, the SNP, the Democrats,
and the Communist Party in an
effort to get a united campaign
against the Poll Tax. All parties
agreed to a six point plan of op«
position put forward by the
STUC., However, the SNP's
amendment, advocating a mass
campaign of non-payment, was
rejected and ralks broke down,

I'he opportunity is there for

the Labour Party and the trade
unions to unite with the SNP to
stop the Poll Tax. If Labour
refuses to fight then crisis
threatens,
* Labour's Scottish MPs are
widely described as the "*feeble
fifty’', showing the frustration
many feel as they see the Labour
Party unable to capitalise on its
clectoral dominance in
Scotland. The much publicised
campaign for a  Scottish
Assembly has died a death after
the General Election.

If the Labour Party is not
prepared to challenge
Westminster's rule in Scotland,
the crisis will not be a crisis of
the state: it will become a crisis
of the Labour Party.

.. = iy q :
" -NOW, WHERE DID THAT g
REGISTRATION FORM GOT )5

Scotland says:
stand up and fight!

Much of the potential in
building a fightback
against next April’s in-
troduction of the Poll Tax
in Scotland was shown at
a public meeting called by
Maryhill Labour Party on
April 7th.

Over 100 people turmed out
to discuss how to oppose its
implementation, Unfortunate-
ly, the lack of a fighting leader-
ship was also  starkly
highlighted.

The main platform speakers
were Dougie Harrison, Assis-
tant Secretary of the STUC
and a local Communist Party
member, and Mana Fyfe,
Labour MP for Maryhill. With
between 75% and 80% of
Scots, according to opinion
polls, against the Poll Tax, the
meeting did not dwell on the
injustices and absurdities of
the tax, but, centred around

By Allan Green
Maryhill CLP

how to channel that anger.

Sadly, the Stop Jt initiative,
which insists on legality, was
the only way forward offered
by the platform, vaithough
speaker after speaker from the
floor drew attention to the
need for a much stronger
campaign.

Dougie Harrison responded
by saying “If you want fo
make a martyr of yourself —
fine,’” and even, contrary to
the facts, talked about prison
sentences.

The main question in
developing a strategy to stop
the Poll Tax is not whether we
should at this stage run a legal
or an illegal campaign around
non-cooperation with the
Registration Forms. The ques
tion should be “What /s re-
quired to stop the Poll Tax?'"

Hackney North Labour Party
sends
Socialist Greetings
to all readers of Briefing

We pledge continued
support in the fight for
justice for all workers in

struggle everywhere.

" Leabridge Branch
(Hackney North CLP)
sends May Day Greetings

Back Benn and
Heffer

ALF LOMAS

Euro MP London North East

sends

MAY DAY GREETINGS
TO ALL SOCIALISTS

Let’s have a socialist
manifesto for the next
election!

SOCIALIST MAYDAY
GREETINGS

from

LESLIE
HUCKFIELD MEP

PO BOX 200, Wigan, WN5 OLU
Telephone (0942) 496957
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Labour Party

Local government elections

Birmingham

The capitalist heart of England

One third of the Council,
39 seats, is up for elec-
tion on May 5th.

At present Labour has an
overall majority of 13
seats,

The week after Labour
lost five seats last May
(fighting on the right
wing’s manifesto) the
Labour Group, contrary to
national Party policy,
abolished what they term
the ‘‘vote losing’' Women
and Race Relations & Equal
Opportunities Committee.

This year, they waited until
Apriil 19th to launch the
manifesto. For the third year
running, it has been written in
effect by the Leader of the
Council, Dick Knowles, and a
few group officers, with no
consultation whatever with
Birmingham District Labour
Party (BDLP).

These peaple always find a
new excuse for writing the
manifesto without consulta-
tion. Two years ago they
walked out of negotiations

with BDLP Officers, in con
travention of Party rules. Last
year they had the BDLP
suspended by the NEC. This
year they conducted a far-
cical, sham exercise in con-
sultation — but it was never
completed,

By a Birmingham
Labour Briefing
supporter

At the time of writing, this
manifesto has still not been
seen by most Party members.
However, it is likely to be a
plan to out-Tory the Tories by
building Birmingham as the
‘’big’ capitalist heart of
England”. International Con
vention Centres, Olympic
Games bids, and Super Prix
road races — all with joint
Tory support — will no doubt
feature prominently.

The issues conceming peo-
ple on the doorstep in Birm-
ingham — Social Security
changes, Poll Tax, Education,
and Housing repairs — are
uniikely to gat a mention, It is

is hard to convince people to
vote Labour when they can't
get their backdoor fixed, but
they read of £240,000 being
spent on a statue outside the
new International Convention
Centre. Perhaps the first
gathering in the new Centre
should be booked for a Birm-
ingham  Council Tenants’
Convention!

The signs are that after the
election the Labour Group will
have shifted away from the
right, though not into the con-
trol of the left. A soft
left/middie/centre right unholy
alliance is likely to control the
group.

The left’s task In the new
Group will be to put pressure
on the soft left alliance by
arguing for radical policy,
democratisation of the Group,
and its accountability to BDLP;
and for availability of informa
tion on Council budget and
policy formulation to Party
members.

Not least the left should be
arguing for the Labour Council
to stop colluding with the Con-
servative Government and

start fighting the Tories!

A challenge to the Leadership

Leeds Campaign Group is
mounting a challenge for
key positions on Leeds’ rul-
ing Labour Group.

Councillor Garth Frankiand
ta  Briefing supporter) will
stand for Leader, the position
currently held by Councillor
Mudie. The Deputy Leadership
will be contested by Pat Winn,
Councillar for Richmaond Hill,

"Leeds needs a much more
open and responsive Council
Leadership,”" Garth com-
mented, "'The Campaign
Group aims to provide the Par-
ty in Leeds with the chance to
exercise its democratic right
to support such a
Leadership."’

Garth expressed concern at
the falling Labour vote in
Leeds, in contrast to many
other cities where the Party
has made gains form the
Tories, No new wards have
been gained by Labour since it
took office in 1980

Leads Labour Party has
many radical and electorally
popular policies but unfor
tunately the current Leader
ship pursue many of them

with little enthusiasm and
some not at all,
For example, the Party

wants to  encourage co
operation with the local com-
munity by supporting tenants

organisations — this would
enable local people to have
greater control  over their

everyday lives,

But recently the Council has
been cancentrating power
more and more with a small
group of leading Counciliors.
This is one important change a
Campaign Group Leadership
would make.

Another key factor in the
Campaign Group’s decision to
stand is the current Leader-
ship's failure to face up to the
Tories® onslaught against local
government and the com-
munities of Leeds, The Hous
ing Bill, the Education Reform
Bill, the Poll Rax and privatisa-
tion are major attacks on
working peple. No attempt has
been made to mount a con-
certed campaign of opposition
to these damaging attacks.

“The time has come 10
transform the Labour Councii
into one which really reflects
the needs and aspirations of
ordinary people,” Garth said.
“To do this we need to force
extra resources from central
government and stop col-

PHOTO: D. Kavanagh

Clir Garth Frankland: pictured
en local demo

laborating with Tory ministers
whose only aim is to crush
local government.”’

The Group®elections will be
heid after the local elections
on May 5th. Already Garth
Frankland has won the sup
port of five local Party bran
ches, East Leeds CLP (Denis
Healey’s manarl) and Garforth
NUPE branch

Taken from Leeds Campaign
Group press release

There can be no doubt that
the ultimate aim of the Tory
government is the complete
destruction of the welfare
state, from the Health Ser-
vice through the Council's
street cleaning service to the
granl for the Rape Crisis
line.

Every one is a service for
the working class.

Labour Councils are a par
ticular target because they are
elected to defend and expand
these services. It is for this
reason they are removing every
real element of power from
Labour Councils by ratecap-
ping, enforced privatisation of
services, and now by the Local

Brighton

This Councillor won’t vote

Here we reprint an article
by Mark Thompson,
Labour Candidate for 7
Dials, from Brighton
Labour Briefing.

Government Bill with _its
famouy Clanse 28.

My ward, Seven Dials; is one
with particularly bad housing
problems, Hundreds of peaple
live in overcrowded, overpriced
and often damp or inadequate
rented flats and houses.

With the Private Tenants Ac-
tion Group we have campaigned
for the Council to enforce the
law on Houses in Multiple Oc-
cupation (HMO). A team to do
this has been promised, cut, and
now promised- at a reduced
budget. How long it will last is
anyone's guess,

For many people in the
Labour Party the only future is
to have token control over a
dwindling handful of resources,
so that we become the Tories’
puppets carrying our their cuts,
and defusing any opposition 1o
them. There is no such thing as
a mandate for Labour Coun-
cillors to vote for cuts. The
main - reason people- vote for
Labour in Council elections is to

in-

for cuts

defend and improve  Council
services, and | have no intention
of betraying that trust,

I'he cuts have already angered
and bewildered many Council
workers. tepants and service
users; but this is just the start of
a snowball that will bring major
strikes next year. We have to
take the fight for socialist
policies out of internal Labour
Party meelings to  mobilise
everyone who is prepared 1o
fight.

It is not for Councillors to
lead a campaign against the
cuts, or Lo decide the racrics,
that is the role of the Fightback
Campuaign — a campaign thar ¥
includes tenants groups, Coun-
cil workers, the *‘voluntary’
sector, and service users groups
such as the Private Tenants Ac-
tion Group. This will be a
crucial  year for Labour in
Brighton, Either we stand with
those who are prepared to fighe,
or we disappear mto the history
books,

Black Sections

National Conference

Forging ahead

on all fronts

Anyone hoping that after
the election of four Black
MPs the Black Sections
movement would quietly
die away will have been
sorely disappointed with
the Black Sections’ fifth

annual national
conference,
A large number of

delegates came (o Man-
chester on March 25th and
26th from around the coun-
try, including Manchester,
Birmingham, Nottingham,
and Bristol,

We met to discuss the next
steps in the battle against
racism — inside and outside
the Labour Party,

Media attention focussed on
how Black Sections would react
to the affiliation = proposal
floated by Bill Morris of the
IGWU. In an aricle in
Tribune, Bill suggested that
Black Sections should abandon
the demand for constitutional

_recognition on the same basis as

Women's and Youth Sections.
Instead, we should accept the
compromise of an anti-racist
socialist society affiliated to the
Labour Party in the same way
as socialist socicties such as
SHA, SEA and Poale Zion,
The issue was debated in a
closed session on "'The Way
Forward'', Canference agreed

et support the National Com-

mittee's recommendation which
hud been produced after a wide
ranging consultation with lacal
Black Sections:

“Should a precise proposal
come forward which meets our
criteria and has the support of
significant  unions  and’or
Labour’s Narional Executive,
our National Conference (will)
be recalled to decide whether or

not to accept: lrrespective of

this, we should continue as
before but with much greater
emphasis ¢n deepening our
roots in Black community strug-
gle and more attention 1o trade
wnion work,”

Conference agreed that Ber-
nie Grant MP, as Secretary of
the parliamentary Black Section
and as a Natiopal Committee
member, should approach Party
officials to see whether any
serious proposals were being
made.

However, Conference was
adamant that any proposal
would have 1o recognise two
fundamental principles: the
right of Black self-organisation
and guarantees of  Black
representation at all levels of the
Labour Party. Until these prin-
ciples were conceded, the battle
for constitutional recognition
would continue, including mo-
tions to Labour Party
Conference.

By Chris Khamis
Black Section, West
Midlands Organiser

The increased emphasis on
supporting  Black  struggles,
both in Britain and interna-
tionally, was reflected in the
Conference debates and resolu-
tions, Black S¢ctions committed
itself to campaign against the
Poll Tax, the Immigration Bill,
racism in the Youth Training
Scheme and the new MSC adult
raining programme,

Internationally, Confercnce
expressed its solidarity with the
people of Palestine and Azania
following addresses by Youssef
Allen of the Palestinian Trade
Union = Federation  and &
representaitve  of  the  Pan
African Congress.

Neijl Kinnock was condemned
by delegates for his press state-
ment at the end of his recent
tour of Palestine in which he
gave no recognition to the PLO
but did praise the Israeli Labour
Party, thus disregarding Labour
Party policy on recognition of
the PLO as the sole, legitimate
representatives of the Palesti
nian people. (The Israeli Labour
Leader, Shimon Peres, sup-
ported the murder of Abu Jihad
— does Kinnock agree?)

A major debate was held on a
National Commilter education

paper, Opting for Equality.
This described how, rather than
providing more choice for Black
parents and children, the
Education Reform Bill would
mean that the only choice for
most Black people would be
under-resourced “sink"
schoals, statfed almost entirely
by whire teachers and run by
white governors,

Black Sections will campaign
for Black control and better
resourcing of such schools,
more Black teachers and gover-
nars, and the introduction of
mother tongue teaching where
there is a demand. Independent
Black schools, or “opting out™",
were sejected as an apswer 1o
racism in the school system

The Conference also agreed
1o support the Benn-Heffer
leadership challenge.

A new Executive was elecred.
Narendra Makanji, one of ‘the
Haringey Councillars fighting
the curs, was elected Chalrper-
son. Marc Wadsworth retired
after twa vears as Chair ((he
maximum period allawed under
Black Sections’ constitution),
but was elected as Campaigns
Organiser,

Alton Burnett from Birm-
ingham and Martha Osamor
from Haringey were elected as
the two Vice Chairs, and Sharon
Atkin  was elected Women's
Organiser

Over the next year, Black See
tions will face many challenges,
not the least of which is de¢pen-
ing its roots in the struggles of
the Black community, Bur aler
the Manchester conterence there
is no doubrt; the Black Section is
here 1o stay, and here to light.

SPARKBROOKGATE!

Two heads are better than one...

sometimes

The Sparkhill ward in the
Birmingham Sparkbrook
constituency — where Depu-
ty Leader Roy Hattersley is
MP — has managed (o end
up with twe Labour can-
didates in the May elections.

This is accompanied by an
ongoing case in the High
Court.

The situation arises from the
attempts of the right wing 1o
deselect the sitting sofr [efr
Labour Councillor, Mick Rice.

Sparkhill branch was closed
down immediately after the
general election last June after &
number  of  Sparkhiill and
Sparkbrook branches called for
a vote for the Tory candidaie in
that election.

These people were longstan-
ding Hattersley supporters, and
may have just been confused
and not able to tell the
difference.

The branch was reopened in
November 1987 with an attempt
to hold fresh elections for of-
ficers. However, this had not
been notified on the Agenda;
and in any case, the validity of

the 1987 AGM was nol
disputed.

* * *Following " ‘complaines,  the -
GC dissolved the branch. A

* *The

membership validation process
was  then supposedly  carried
out, largely under the control of
the wight wing Constitnency
membership SeUrerary
However, no repart of members
names from this process was
ever given 1o rthe GC

By STAN YARRUM

A branch AGN was finally
held in February 1988 when
some iwenity  longstanding
members were refused entry,

A shartlisting meering lor the
selection of the Council can-
didate was held or March 24th.
he chair announced that a
head count showed 102 people
present; bul only 85 people sign
ed the attendance register.

47 votes were recorded in the
final ballot which elected Mick
Rice in favour of three right
wingers. The list of ieregularities
al the meeting goes on.

The District Party then set up
a right wing dominated enquiry
team which was 10 report to an
April EC meeting., The right
then realised that the members
of this team would not be able
to vote at the EC if they were
reporting 1o it on the enquiry!

cancelled, and the inquiry team

BC s was unilarerally - ¢

endorsed & righewing candidare
wed ar o a subssguent

lrregularitigs at the selection
mecting were rabsal; bt the
member muking the complaiais
was threatened from the righs
wing with getting “his head
hicked '™ & threat ignored
by the many Pariy  officers
present,

Ihe person selected ai
meeting  and  Cooncillor  Rive
both submitted nominglion
papers... so Sparkhill ward now
has to “'Labour"" candidates,

Three members of Sparkhill
branch have started legal action
te abtain membership records
of the ward and declare the
shortlisting  meenng  invalid.
Two High Court hearings have
taken place and been adjourned
at the time of wriring.

The Right are now threaten-
ing 1o expel anyone 10 the Jef of
Genghis Khan, especially
anyane who supporis Coun-
cillor Rice.

Meanwhile, the *‘soll left"
who were s0 quick to call for an
enquiry into Liverpool a couple
of vears ago are conspicuously
absent in what i5 not the first
time membership irregularities
have: “come~ “to  light * in
Spackhrook,

this

PHOTQ: Martine Stead
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French Presidential elections

alternative

Opinion poll forecasts before last Sunday’s
(April 24th) first round of the French
Presidential elections make FRANCOIS
MITTERRAND, Socialist Party President
of the Republic, the clear favourite to win

in the second round.

His closest challenger, JACQUES
CHIRAC of the Gaullist RPR, is currently
Prime Minister and would use a
Presidential victory to push France to the
right — and initiate far reaching
““Thatcherite’’ reforms.

If Mitterrand succeeds in beating off
this challenge, should socialists celebrate?
Yes — and no. Yes, because a victory for
Mitterrand against the right amounts to a
rejection of Thatcherism in French
colours. No, because there is nothing
much really socialist about Mitterrand’s

policies.

Indeed, argues FRANK STEVENS, the
real socialist alternative in the French

electoral campaign has been provided by
dissident Communist PIERRE JUQUIN.

The French Presidential
electoral system consists
of two rounds, in which
all of those candidates
with less than 15% of the
poll are eliminated.

Usually, minority can-
didates of the left and right
stand down between rounds
to allow one candidate of the
left to contest one candidate
of the right.

And so it will most likely
be this time. Leftists and
socialists of all hues will ral-
ly to Mitterrand in the se-
cond round to defeat the
right; that's how it should
be!

But for socialists on the
left of the Labour Party, the
policies of Pierre Juquin,
and not those of the official
Socialist Party candidate
Mitterrand, are those which
we would recognise as our
own. Juqguin stands for:

@ Unilateral nuclear disar-
mament by France; an end
to the “‘force de frappe'’;

@ For a 35-hour week with
no loss of pay; an end to
austerity policies;

@ For women’s rights, in-
cluding 50% women on all
public bodies, even the Na-
tional Assembly;

® An end 1o discrimination
against lesbians and gay
men;

@ Full rights for immigrant
workers, including the right
1o vote;

® Against racism and for
mass mobilisation against
the fascist Front National.

Juquin is the only can-
didate to stand for these
policies. In particular the de-
mand for French unilateral
nuclear disarmament is con-
sidered a real scandal by the
“‘official”’ left candidates —
Andre Lajoinie of the Com-
munist Party and Mitterrand
— in a country where there
has never been a mass peace
movement like CND.

Neither of the two main
left candidates have cham-
pioned the demands of im-
migrant workers, and the
Parti Communiste Francais
(PCF), for example, does
not support the right to vote
for immigrant workers. And
of course demands in sup-
port of lesbians and gay
men, and for 50% women'in
public bodies are considered

lunatic by the “‘official”’
left.

One of the most scan-
dalous aspects of Mitter-
rand’'s campaign has been
the ““discrete’” attitude he
has maintained towards the
neo-fascist candidate Jean
Marie Le Pen. Mitterrand
hopes that when Le Pen is
eliminated in the first round,
he can pick up some of Le
Pen’s expected 10% of the
vote if he has not openly de-
nounced Le Pen during the
election campaign.

Mitterrand’s silence on Le
Pen is a real betrayal of the
immigrant workers who are
victims of a rising tide of
racism, fuelled by racist
demagogues like the Front
National leader.

R e
o 0
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support and members have
drifted away. The PCF,
which enthusiastically sup-
ported the invasion of
Afghanistan and the sup-
pression of Solidarnosc, has
increasingly been seen as
both Stalinist and not par-
ticulary radical. It suffered
especially from its participa-
tion in the government led
by Francois Mitterrand from
1981-86.

The crisis of the PCF has
in the last two years finally
created internal political dis-
sent. Juquin emerged as the
leader of the “‘renovateurs’™
— the ‘“‘renewers’” — who
have thousands of sup-
porters inside the PCF,
Many have been expelled
and formed a national co-
ordination, which is
debating the formation of a
new radical socialist party.

Juquin’s campaign has
received wide support.
Although he is only likely to
end up with about 3% of the
vote, Juquin had addressed
tens of thousands of people
in meetings all over France.

Strong support for Juquin
has come from prominent
figure in the mass anti-racist
campaign SOS-Racisme, in-
cluding its charismatic Black
leader Herlem Desir.

Hundreds of support
committees exist, including
many workplace based com-
mittees. Central in building
these committees have been
left wing organisations like
the Parti Socialiste Unifie
(PSU) and especially the
Trotskyist Ligue Com-
muniste Revolutionnaire.

If it is the crisis inside the
PCF which has provided the
opportunity for an alter-
native socialist campaign in
the election, Juquin’s cam-
paign is also a rejection of
the kind of politics pursued

‘by Mitterrand and the

Socialist Party leadership.
: -

T

So who is Juquin and

where docs his support come
from? Pierre Juquin is a
long-time leader of the
French Communist Party.
For more than a decade
before 1986 he was the main
public spokesperson of the
Party, other than the
General Secretary George
Marchais. During the 1970s
Juquin was one of the
strongest  supporters  of
Eurocommunism inside the
PCF political bureau,

Since the end of the 1970s
the PCF has been in drastic
decline, as both electoral

When the Socialist Party
formed the government in
1981 — together with the
Communists who had four
ministers — they at first car-
ried out some positive
reforms, like abolition of the
death penalty, an extra
week's holiday a year, and
some decentralisation of
government. These were real
gains for the working class.

But as the economic crisis
is Western Europe deepened
Mitterrand abandoned his
original expansionist
cconomic policies and turn-
ed to austerity and deflation.

After much agonising the
PCF finally left the govern-
ment in 1985.

The defeat of Mitter-
rand’s government in 1986
was a result of mass absten-
tions by left wing voters, not
any overall increase in sup-
port for the right.

Since 1986 Mitterrand has
remained President with a
right win Prime Minister,
Jacques Chirac, in a system
of *‘cohabitation’’. Mitter-
rand has utilised his power
of Presidential veto on
government measures very
rarely, and the Chirac
government has been a right
wing capitalist government.
Mitterrand has largely ig-
nored left wing calls to veto
Chirac’s privatisation
measures and force another
general election.

The period of Chirac’s
government has seen some
important struggles which
give hope for the emergence
of a new type of politics in
France. At the end of 1986
millions of French students
— far more than in 1968 —-
took part in a movement
against the government's
proposed elitist reforms of
higher education.

In early 1987 this was
followed by a strike wave in
a number of industries.
However, in common with
most West European coun-
tries there is a sharpening
divide in France between
support for the Left and the
Right.

In particular, one of the
most negative features is the
rise of racism in general and
the neo-fascist Front Na-
tional (FN) in particular.
Although most of those at
Le Pen’s rallies appear to
come from the more pro-
sperous secctions of the
population, nonetheless
there is a definite working
class component of his sup-
port, especially in the south,
Alarmingly, opinion polls
have found that many
disillusioned PCF voters
have shifted over to Le Pen.

On the other hand, the
rise of anti-racism among
the young is also very mark-
ed. Anti-racism was a
universal theme of the 1986
student movement., The
rallies and rock concerts of
the anti-racist movement
SOS-racisme: are hugely at-
tended, and its badge
Touche pas a mon pote
(‘**hands off my mate’) is
everywhere.

The results of the election,
the first round of which will
be known when this appears,
will tell us a lot about the
way French politics — and
French society — is going.
Of course, the central thing
is whether Mitterrand beats
the leading right wing can-
didate, probably Chirac, on
the second round.

But the other results o
look out for are the score for

left.

Juquin poses a social

the Front National’s Le Pen;
the result of Andre Lajoinie
the PCF candidate, and par-
ticularly whether he does a
lot better than Juquin; and
of course the result for
Pierre Juquin himself, who
is contending with a virtual
TV and radio boycou,

sans
reduction

ordered from ‘‘on high"”
(Mitterrand’s office) after
his very successful hall hour
TV “face to face™

programme.

However, whatever the
score on the first round, all
the left wing candidates
(with the exception of
Arlette Laguiller — see box)

will call for a vote for Mit-

terrand on the second round
to keep out the right wing.

If Mitterrand and the left
are the overall winners, then
a new political situation will
be created in France. Since
the leading candidates are
the Socialist Party President
and the Gaullist Prime
Minister then it is a direct
test of strength between left
and right.

Left wing socialists, of
whatever party, are all call-
ing for the dissolution of the
National Assembly (parlia-
ment) if Mitterrand wins and
the right is defeated, since
the President has the power
to do this at any time. There
would then be the possibility
of defeating the incumbent
right wing RPR-UDF
government, and replacing it
with a government of the

On disarmament...

What is modern, is peace. | propose that France
accomplishes a bold stroke in favour of disarmament
by elaborating a defence policy which ceases to rely

on the nuclear deterrent.
On employment...

What is modern, is to give everyone a skilled and
interesting job, to allow everyone to express himself
in a trade. What is modern, is to go much farther than
the simple and indispensable guaranteeing of the
rights of wage-earners at work, by allowing everyone
to be aware and to have a say in what the enterprise
produces, and how it produces. What is modern, is to
reduce the time spent by everyone in forced work.

On racism...

What is modern, is equality. | propose that
immigrants can vote in the next municipal and
European elections in 1989.

On women...

| propose that the Constitution be altered in such a
way that elected assemblies and government bodies
have equal proportions of women and men.

On the aged...

Must one, because one is poor, suffer every
exclusion, every injustice? Must an old person go
away to die alone in hospital? What is modern, is
solidarity. | will open up a social security which will
be wider in scope because it is renewed, a real
integration of the old into social life, an overcoming of

every form of exclusion.

What’

STOP PRESS
Results confirm predicted success
counted they are:
Mitterrand 33,95%
19.96%

16.64%

. 14.43%

Lajoinie 6.71%

s modern |

Extracts from Juquin’s declaration of his presid
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Pierra Juquin

Mitterrand and growth in Le Pen vote, After 96.5% of the vote
pr 3.81%
; 211%
r

2.01%
0.39%

ntial candidature
y democracy...

hat is modern, is democracy. Nothing is more

-haic in our day than the extreme personalisation of
wer. | would wish for my campaign itself to be the
casion for the largest number of people to come
aether, to make their voices heard, to get results. Is
R that the road that is called self-management

stogestion)?

1 nuclear power

it necessary, after the accidents of Three Mile

and in the US and Chernobyl in the USSR, to

rsist in the construction of nuclear power stations?
it necessary to live under the threat of a war which
reatens the destruction of the human race?

ust the developed industrial nations fester in their
otism? What is modern, is to place sincerely on the
ble all the information on scientific and technical
pblems; | propose an honest and thoroughgoing
bate on civilian nuclear power.

n the Mitterrand left government...

it the deceptions of the seven year term now

iding have taught us that in order to realise these
ypes of change, it is not enough that a tame left and
dogmatic Communist Party win the elections.

n imperialism...

hat is modern, is the alliance of all those who live
the earth; | propose that France renounces every
b'ival of colaonialism, writes off all debts due to it
third world countries, and sets out on a policy of
nomic justice on the planet. These could be the
es of an alternative politics, sincere and
rageous, creating a new society,

‘“‘Tonton Manie’’

French socialists at
the polis

Journalists  all over
Europe went into a
flurry of activity when,
at the end of March,
Francois Mitterrand
finally announced that
he would restand as a
Presidential candidate.
What the French are call-

ing tonton nmanie, a
popular “‘craze’’ for ‘‘uncle
Mitterrand’’, reached a
‘crescendo.

By ANDREW COATES

There was a ‘‘spon
taneous’’” demonstration
of joy on the Champs
Elysees. Mitterrand, it was
said, had come to unify
France and to heal its
divisions.

But on what basis is Mitter
rand running for re-election?

The Saocialist and Com-
munist governments after
1981 did enact some useful
reforms. They nationalised the
banks, increased labour pro-
tection, and liberalised the
judicial system. Yet ultimately
radical reform was dropped in
the face of the financial or-
thodoxy of Jacques Delors,
Minister of Finance.

In 1984, a new Socialist
Party government under Prime
Minister Laurent Fabius opted
openly for *'realism’’. The Par-
ti Communiste Francais was

soon out of the cabinet.
Economic ‘‘flexibility’’ and
“rigour’’ became the
watchwords

The Socialists drifted so far
to the right that they watched
impassively as Mitterrand pro-
posed to revise the ’‘entire
philosophy of governance’’ —
in effect, a policy for moder-

nising French capitalism and.

forgetting socialism,

Originally a collection of
diverse factions, with quite
separate historical pedigrees,
the Parti Socialiste went
through some  profound
changes during its period in
power. What has been
described as **dogmatic
realism'’ took hold at the cen-
tre of the arganisation.

Serge July, the once leftist
editor of Liberation, declared
in 1986 that Mitterrand’s
historic task was to ‘‘render
us normal”’. The new ’‘nor-
mality”” of French politics
came into play after legislative
elections of March 1986,
when the Socialist President
began to '‘cohabit’”” with a
right wing salliance headed by
the new Prime Minister, Jac-
ques Chirac.

Despite numeous ‘'reserva-
tions’* abut Chirac’s actions
(notably over his handling of
the student deonstrations in
the winter of 198€ and the
privatisation of parts of the
television servicel, this com-
bination worked remarkably
well, Mittterrand took it upon
himself to mitigate the "‘ex-
tremes’’ of Chirac’'s cabinet,
He no longer pretended to
represent a socialist
alternative.

it would be foolish not to
sympathise with those French
electors who fear an out-and-
out rght wing victory.
Chirac's RPR is a tightly
disciplined party committed to
neo-iberal ideas of a “'minimal
state” and the free market,

Like Thatcher, whom he ad-
mires, Chirac offers a8 state
that is anything but ““minimal”’
when it comes to dealing with
immigrants and workers. His
right hand man, Charles Pas
qua, was responsible for some
of the worst brutalities com
mitted during the students’
uprising.

At first sight Raymond Barre
might appear to represent a
centrist alternative to Chirac.
However, his backing, in the
coliection of parties known as
the UDF, is extremely diverse.

Some members of Giscard's
former grouping, the Parti
Republicain, are even greater
admirers of Reagan and That-
cher's '‘conservative revolu-
tion’’ than Chirac is. Others, in
the Centre des Damocrates
Sociaux (CDS), recoil from the
racialism of the RPR. Mitter-
rand has already made
gestures to the more
amenable members of the
UDF to join him in a coalition.

Out on the extreme right
Jean Marie Le Pen's Front Na-
tional has grown in influence.
In the legislative elections of
1981 the far right gained a
mere 0.35%; now, it registers
10% in the opinion polls.

The Front National, like the
RPR, declares itself to be
economically "liberal"’. But its
social policy envisages the
gradual creation of a system
of French apartheid — a stand
supported by the claim that

The Right

the “‘identity’” of the French is
threatened by immigrant
culture,

Many bourgeois commen-
tators believe that Le Pen
draws his backing from former
Communists. Serious studies
have shown a much more
significant phenomenon: the
high number of voters for the
Front National who voted for
Mitterrand in 1981 — 22%!/

Chirac has tried to seduce
these people by saying that he
“understands’’ their racial
anxiety. What Mitterrand will
do to woo these voters back
remains to be seen.

On the left the campaign of
Andre Lajoinie for the PCF has
gone down like a iead balloon.
Communist support  has
declined to around 7%
Parallel to this fall has been the
rise of the Communist
“‘renovateur’’ Pierre Juquin.

His campaign has already

The candidates

Jacques CHIRAC

Candidate of the Gaullist RPR. Prime Minister and former Mayor of Paris. Wants to
deepen the French course towards ‘'Thatcherism’’. His government has a hard anti-
immigrant position, designed to win supporters away from Le Pen. Leading right wing

candidate.

Raymond BARRE

Candidate of the “’liberal’’ (really: conservative) UDF. Barre is a former economics
professor and has a more ““serious’’ image than the hard boiled Chirac. Campaign
held to be lacklustre. No basic policy differences between the UDF and the RPR.

Predicted to drop out after the first round.

Jean-Marie LE PEN

Neo-fascist demagogue, hugely popular with sections of the “‘Poujadist’’ petty
bourgeoisie, but has some working class support. Chirac and Mitterrand both trying
to get the lion's share of his predicted 10% of the vote. Most famous remarks: "'the
gas chambers were a detail of history’’ and "'l have no personal knowledge of
whether six million really died."’

The Left

Francois MITTERRAND

Veteran social democratic politician, current President. Minister of the Interior during
the Algerian war. Has a record of almost infinite political flexibility. Strong supporter
of the ““Western alliance’’ as well as the French nuclear ‘‘deterrent’’. Effective head
of the government during right wing socialist government from 1981-6. His

campaign highlights his detachment from "‘petty’’ politics. Key slogan:

tranquille’’ {*‘the calm force'’!),

Andre LAJOINIE

helped create a remarkable
political ‘alliance of left wing
Eurocommunists, Trotskyists
from the Ligue Communiste
Revolutionnaire, parties for
self-management, like the Par-
ti Socialiste Unifie, anti-racists
and ecologists.

The French ""Greens”, “les
verts’', have remained at a
distance. Their candidate, An-
toine Waechter, has pompous
ly demanded that Juquin "‘cut
his umbilical cord with the
left'’.

Despite this minor setback
Juquin has had a national im-
pact. His programme calls for
the vote for immigrants, a 35
hour week, and the ending of
France’s nuclear ‘‘deterrent’’,

It has succeeded in captur-
ing the imagination of young
people disillusioned with Mit-
terrand’'s move rightwards
and the PCF's retreat to the
““fortress’’ of Stalinist purity,

Le force

Fall guy for the French Communist Party (PCF), whose real leader George Marchais is
not standing — in order not to go down in history as the candidate who had the PCF
humiliated. Lajoinie is so ordinary and boring that he has been labelled “"Monsieur
Dupont’’ (Mr Smith) by the satirical magazine Canard Enchaine Effusively supported
hy the British Morning Star who know a faceless Stalinist hack when they see one.

Pierre JUQUIN

Candidate of France's militant left. Attacked by the British Morning Star as an “‘agent
of Mitterrand and the Socialist Party'' and an '‘anti-communist’’. (They know

someone breaking from Stalinism when they see them!}

Arlette LAGUILLER

Candidate of the workerist Trotskyist sect, Lutte Ouvriere (Workers' Struggle).
Although the only woman candidate, is opposed to feminist demands. Her campaign
is less political than that of Juquin, concentrating on basic economic demands of the

working class.

Pierre BOUSSEL

Candidate of the MPTT (movement for a workers’ party). Better known by his nom-
de-guerre Pierre Lambert, a name uttered by ageing Trotskyists to frighten their
children. Was for a long period a close collaborator of Gerry Healy, with whose
methods he has a lot in common. Enough said.

The Greens

Antoine WAECHTER

Antoine Waechter is the candidate of the French Greens, who seem to have little in
sommon with their German counterparts and seem to make a principle of being
apolitical. Waechter has sharply attacked Juquin for merging socialist and ecologist
themes, demanding that if he wants to be a good environmentalist he should *"break
his umbilical cord with the left’’. Not much sympathy for Green Socialism here I'm

afraid.
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Red &

Green

PHOTQ courlesy Thied World First

Why a Green & Socialist
Conference?

o MDVRES 45

Red and qreen need to unide to preserve an ecologically sustainghle society

One of the most impor-
tant tasks facing the left
over the next few years is
to promote dialogue,
solidarity, and con-
vergence between the
green and socialist
movements.

Socialists need to integrate
the insights of the greens in-
to their political agenda and
address escalating ecological
disasters such as the destruc-
tion of the ozone layer and
nuclear radiation leaks.

By PETER TATCHELL

These disasters are already
creating possibly irreversible
¢limatic and genetic changes

which may, ultimately,
threaten the basis of human
life on this planet. Without
the capacity of the Earth to
sustain the survival of the
species, the struggle for
socialism is a futile fantasy.

Green and socialist  co-
operation is equally vital 1o en-
sure that greens recognise that it
is the capitalist system of private
ownership, production for pro-
fit, and market forces which —
harnessed to imperialism —
have wrought world-wide en-
vironmental havoc.

A crucial prerequisite for an
ecologically sustainable society
is, therefore, the rejection of
capitalism in favour of a green-
rooted socialism where common
ownership and economic plann-
ing can guarantee the nurturing
of the natural environment,

The left’s embrace of pgreen
politics could be the key to
reviving the relevance and
popular.appeal of socialism, It
might, additionally, be a means

for the ¢reation of a much larger
and more powerful left wing
radical movement.

in the 1987 General Electian,
the Green Party's manifesto was
much more radical than
Labour’s and the trend towards
socialist ideas within the Green
Party has led to the formation
of the Association of Socialist
Greens. Indeed, many of us on
the Labour left now have more
in common with the radical
greens than with the right wing
of our own Party.

I'he forthcoming Green and
Socialist Conference is an at-
tempt Lo bring reds and greeens
together to identify common
values and specific areas of
agreement, as well as
disagreements and divergences,

The issue of economic growth
15 likely to be one of the most
contentious areas. For decades,
both the right and the left have
beens commitied to the goal of
maximur economic expansion.
Yet, as the greens have now
made us aware, indefinite
economic growth is physically
impossible and morally
indefensihle,

In the space of less than two
centurics, capitalist in-
dustrialisation in just a handful
of mainly western countries has
resulted in the rapid depletion
of the Earth’s finite and ir-
replaceable natural resources.

As these begin to run out in
G0-100 years time, our societies
will face catastrophic economic
collapse and the prospect of
ruthless  inter-imperialist wars
for control of diminishing
resources.

To avoid this barbaric fate,
the left must campaign for
economic growth which is strict-
ly bound by the following green-
inspired socialist principles:

o Growth must be socially
controiled to ensure that it is
ecologicatly compatible and that
its benefits are shared by all.

® It must be based on the use

of renewable and recycled
resources. '
®olt must be ornentated

towards resource efficient col-
lective provision to meet human

needs rather than towards
private ownership and
consumption,

eIt must be rooted in less
resource intensive technologics
and services, such as preventive
health care, in contrast to cur-

rent NHS emphasis on hi-tech
curative medicine.

elt must be targetted and
restricted to projects of proven
social need, such as inner ity
housing renewal and job ¢rea-
tion in depressed industrial
regions.

This synthesis of green and
socialist ideas, by offering a
solution to the dilemmas of

The Football League
reached its hundredth bir-
thday on April 17th.

But, judging from the way
the League itself has chosen
to celebrate the occasion,
one wonders if it has forgot-
ten the whole point of its
own existence.

By Craig Brewin
Football Supporters
Association

| (personal capacity)

The League is not the
oldest football authority in
the world. That is the Foot-
ball Association (FA}, form
ed in 1B63.

Nor is it the oldest football
competition. The FA Cup was
first contested in 1871-72. Even
the idea of a League was capied
from competitions organised by
Narth American baseball
leagues. Nonetheless, the Foot
ball League is gne of the most
successful and enduring ideas in
the history of British sport.

The simple object was 1o pro
vide regular competitive games
berween teams of similar ability,
thus making the sport more at-
tractive Lo supporters. Previous-
ly, football was organised main-
Iy oun a [riendly basis, with the
exception of Knock-out cups,
such as the natiopally organised
FA Cup and local cups organis-
ey by local FAs.

Because of their ane-sided
nature, these games were often
poorly attended. Many large
clubs drawn at home would
often agree o play away in
order 1o attract larger crowds.

Friendly games were
therefore often more lucrative,
but difficult 1o organise, given
the unpredictable demands of
knock-out competition. Foot-
ball clubs, having become pro-
féssional, needed a regular
Income.

economic growth, points ta the
possibility of a distinctive green
socialism which can combine
commitments to both ecology
and social equality, Given the
apocalyptic scale of the emerg-
ing ecological crisis, the Green
and Socialist Conference, and
other socialist initiatives, must
work to make sure that this
possibility becomes a reality.

Somerton Park, ground of Newport County

BENN AND

GERMAN GREENS
TO SPEAK

Leading reds and greens
are among the speakers
lined up for the historic
first national Green and
Socialist Conference on
May 14-15th.

They include Tony Benn,
Hilary Wainwright,
Jonathan Porritt, Jeremy
Seabrook, and left wing
German Green MPs Frider
Otti Wolf and Jacob
Uxekull.

The Conféerence will con-
sist of two major plenary
sessions and dozens of
workshops on themes
such as:

Capitalism or Industrialism? Is
the world ecological crisis a
product of capitalism or of in
dustrial and technological
revolution transcending social
systems?

Global Planning? How will we
meet the nead for global plan-
ning to control pollution, con-
serve  the Earth's  finite
resources, and share out the
world’s wealth more fairly?

Trade Unions for the 1990s?
Does the fight for jobs conflict
with the batties to protect the
environment and overcome
the inequalities between rich
and poor nations? Do trade
unions need to rethink their at-
titudes towards employment
and the work ethic?

Sexual politics? Do harsh
masculine values un-
consciously impose
themselves on political ideas
and actions? _

The European Experience?
What can we learn from the
experiences of greens,
socialists, and the indepen-
dent left in Europe? Should we
be working for greater co-
operation  with  socialists,
trade unionists, and greens to
build a European labour
movement?

Third World Development? s
it sufficient for developing
countries to win socialist
revolutions and nationalise the
means of production? Or is it
also necesary for them to halt
the outflow of natural
resources into the western in-
dustrial metropolises? Would
this mean decline in our
western standard of living?

The Green & Socialist Conference is being held at
Kingsway Princeton College, Sidmouth Street, London
WC1, on Saturday May 14th and Sunday 15th,
commencing at 10am. The cost for the two days is
£5 waged and £2 unwaged.

For registration forms and agendas, please send an
SAE to:

The Green & Socialist Conference, ¢/o Socialist
Society, 9 Poland Street, London W1V 3DG.

finishing bottom of

o b
the Football League this

season, centenary year. Will they be around for the next centenary?

I'he League’s founder was
William McGregor, a member
of Aston Villa, and a man who
¢laimed to have played football
only ance in his life. McGregor
wrote 1o the major clubs at the
time suggesting formation of a
League and became its first
president.

Twelve clubs were invited to
join, and all but Accrington are
still members. The first cham-
pionship was won by Preston
North End, the **Liverpool” of
their day, undefeated during the
season and also winners of the
FA Cup.

All the founder members
came [rom the north and the
Midlands. Professional foothall
only began in the south several
years later,

As crowds became bigger,
they hecame increasingly work-
ing class. The evidence suggests
that it was initially the skilled
working class which flocked o
matches, with unskilled workers
not attending in large numbers
until after 1918.

In 1907, McGregor, in one of
the first signs that the League
was. unable to, understand its
own appeal, stated that ‘“he
lowest class has never taken to

Joothall and are noi likely 1o
take to it either. "'

Madern football wis
developed in public schools.
The creation of the League was
a key factor in making it iato a
mass spectator sport, watched
by all sections of (male) sociely.

One hundred years later, the
administration of football in
Britain is still divided between
the Football League and the
Football Association, which re-
main bitter rivals. Both are
merely reactive to the problems
facing the game. Both are in-
capable of radical thought.

Fhere is still no professional
women's league in Britain (they
do exist elsewhere in Europe)
and the FA still prohihits mixed
football above junior level.

The rise of black players has
been mirrored by a rise in ter-
race racism, to which the
League and FA have been
unable to respond.

The Leaguc’s centenary
celebrations show just how out
of touch the Football League
Management Committee is, and
how little it understands the

game it is. supposed. . 1o
administer. {hivy
Their Centenary Sub-

Committee chose 1o celebrate
the 100ch anniversary of regular
competitive football by cancell-
ing the entire League pro-
gramme for. the weekend and
staging a serigs of irregular, un-
campetitive matches, all shuun-
¢d by supparters,

A centenary..congert. at. the
Albert Hall was headlined by
Elkie Brooks, hardly the most
popular turn on the terrates al
half-time.

The centenary was seen only
as an excusc for a few money-
spinning events, most of which
turned out to be a disaster.

If they had asked me, 1 would
have suggested dividing the
League's 92 Clubs into four
divisions, based on last scason’s
final positions, and having the
teams in each division play each

other twice — once home and
once away — over a aine month
period.

The team finishing top of the
First Divison would be deemed
League Champions, with three
divisional awarcs also
presented, If this proved suc-
cessful, it could be dope, again
next, season and, hopefully, ad
infinitum.

PHOTO: Siman Inglis
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Features

Put mental health back
on the agenda!

Since the 1960s and early 70s, when Ronnie Laing,
Peter Sedgewick, and others exposed the limitations
of traditional psychiatry, the issue of mental health
has been ignored by all but a tiny minority on the

left.

The Mental Patients’
Union has now evolved into
the Campaign  Against
Psychiatric Oppression — a
small group, but alrea”y
branded in the House of
Lords an “‘inherently evil®’.

Over the last three years
this lone voice in the
psychiatric wilderness has
been joined by a growing
number of radical mental
health action groups, many
organised by users of mental
health services.

.+ These groups are now linked
by a national support network
called Survivors Speak Out.

The swength of feeling
underlying this new movement
can be guaged by the recent
response to the demand from
the Royal College of Psychiatry
for a new law which would per-
mit psychiatrists to forcibly
drug people in their own homes.

Apart from the serious threat
to civil liberties, the political im-
plications of the proposals were
made clear in the College’s
statement, which argued that
such a law would contribute to
"solv:in; the problems of the in-
ner city’'.

At less than two weeks notice
14 London groups were
represented at a meeting which
set up the London Alliance for
Mental Heaith Action
(LAMHA) in August 1987.
While focussing initially on
campaigning against this legisla-
tion, LAMHA also resolved to
remain in business beyond the
campaign and to co-ordinate the
work of progressive mental
health groups.

These groups include the
voluntary sector, Community

By Dr David Hill
Southall CLP

| Health Councils, and user-led
! groups such as Camden Consor-
' tium, Islington Forum, and Eal-
fing Mental Health Action
Group. Efforts to gain affilia-
tions from union and Labour
Party branches are beginning to
| bare fruit,
The campaign against forced
| drugging included a successful
march from Marble Arch Lo the
Royal College of Psychiatry in
DPecember. The demonstration
was addressed by many ‘‘ex-
patients’* who described an ar-

4

ray of mistreatment and abuse.

They were joined by nurses
and by MPs Keith Vaz and
Jeremy Corbyn. Mike Lawson
(Ealing North CLP), who has
spent vears in psychiatric in-
stitutions, laid a wreath to com-
memorate the many who have

died in these  so-called
“hospitals®’,
Inhumane

The issue is directly linked to
current confusion about
hospital closures and communi-
ty care. The long overdue
closure of large Victorian in-
stitutions is now under threat
because of lack of provision in
the community. But keeping
these inhumane ‘‘hospitals™
operating is no answer,

Tory attacks on Local
Authorities, which are supposed

-~ St
T UNENRTA

to provide care in the communi-
Ly, have claimed many
casualties, But what of the
thousands of less publicised
casualtics on the back wards —
permanently  drugged and
denied any hope of a mean-
ingful life?

Rather than demand a stop to
hospital closures or the right to
drug people on the streets, the
answer is 1o organise an cffec-
tive campaign for properly
funded, democratically con-
trolled community care.

Community

Some ideas in the recently
published Griffiths Report on
community care should be sup-
ported. Handing over respon-
sibility for community care to
Local Authorities, for instance,
would, if properly funded, be a

ah93osn

*

_—Speculum: A Midwife's Musings

Black women and the
health servic

I'm sure you don’t need
to be told that Black
women get a raw deal
when it comes to health
care, as both consumers
(patients) and workers.

As a white woman who
has worked for years in the
Health Service, I've seen
plenty of examples.

The vast majority of the
lowest paid, most boring,
unskilled jobs in the Health
Service are performed by
Black women.

They also, of course, work
as nurses and midwives. But
for the most part, the
domestic work is done by
Black women and women
from countries such as Por-
tugal, the Philippines, and
Spain.

Their wages are pitiful, and
their ability to organise within
trade unions is becoming more
and more limited as hospital
cleaning and catering are put
out to tender.

Thus, women's '‘usual’’
work of childcare and
housework is duplicated and
undervalued in the Health Ser-

Promoted

vice. Men assume that women
like boring, repetitive jobs, and
make sure they get them!
Where women arg
employed as carers (nurses,

midwivers, and nursing aux-
lliaries), again, Black women
are less likely to be promoted
and far more likely to work as
auxiliary nurses (with appall-
ing pay). There are lots of male
nurses around, of course, but
I've never seen a male
auxiliary.

By Tess Kewley
SRN, SCM

Black women doctors exist,
but their chances of rising
beyond the level of Senior
Registrar are almost nil. There
are male Black Consultants,
but very few Black women
consultants.

This is overt racism and sex-
ism. One often overhears staff
muttering about the Black doc-
tors {how dare they come and
take "‘our’' jobs?).

Often, the patients aren't
much better. |'ve lost count of
the number of times patients
have asked me not to let the
“‘coloured” nurse near them.
I've even heard a white male
doctor say, “‘this child needs
an eye kept on him — just to
make sure he doesn’t have
another fit get that Black
SEN to do it — they're pretly
lazy and we don‘t need
anyone intelligent for the job. "’

Black women frequently
work the night shifts in
hospitals because they're sup-
posed to be lazy, although in
fact the work isn’t any less
demanding at night than in the

day.
I suspect that because the
pay is slightly better at night,
the women work these ex-
tremely unsocial hours to
make ends meet, often getting
no sleep during the day
because they have children to
care for — or their husband's
breakfast, lunch, and dinner to
make.

Waomen as receivers of care
fare no better. If you can’t
speak English, many staff
assume you're stupid, and put
you in beds where they can’t
keep a good eye on you, Only
last week, in my own hospital,
a Bengali woman was placed
in the post-natal side of the
ward {where it is very noisy,
owing to the fact that babies
tend to cryl]

This Bengali woman hadn’t
had her baby, and our policy is
not to put ante-natal patients
at the post-natal end of the
ward because they don’t get a
wink of sleep. However, she
was unable to communicate,
so it “didn’t  matter"’.
(Needless to say, Tess moved
the poor woman immediately
she arnved on duty.)

Sickle Cell Anaemia and
Thalassaemia are two
diseases seen only in Black
and Mediterranean people.
The amount of research
money given to the staff in-
vestigating these diseases is
miniscule, It seems black peo-
ple simply don't count! -

As a midwife in a communi-
ty where there are many

Bengali women, | have observ-
ed that they enjoy a standard
of care very different from
their white counterparts.

Many staff resent them
coming to this country and ac-
cuse them of abusing our
Social Security system, taking
up Council sccommodation,
and claiming “"huge’’ amounts
of supplementary benefit.
They are also accused (secret-
ly} of having large families in
order to get more benefit.

The truth is, of course, that
back home in Bangladesh,
largé families are the norm
because of the disastrous in
fant mortality rate, and also
because the men aren’t keen
on their wives using con-
traception {they want lots of
sons).

| once delivered a Bengali
couple of their sixth daughter
and handed the baby to the
supposedly proud father. He
handed me back the child,
saying “‘What use is a girl to
me?’’

Sometimes, Bengali men hit
their wives when they’re in
labour if they think they're
making too much fuss. They
also don’t let them have pain
relief, even though the women
are clearly asking for pethidine
or gas and air.

In every field of medicine,
Black people are given second
class treatment. Space simply
doesn’t permit me to go into it
all in detail.

Next time: Breast /s Best,
and why.

significant inroad on the
medical monopoly curréntly
causing so much damage.

We must remind ourselves
just who it is that ends up labell-
ed “‘mentally ll". Women,
ethnic  minorities, and the
unemploved are admitted to
psychiatric hosptials at much
higher rates than the rest of the
population. This cannot be ex-
plained within the medical
framework.

As the last report by the
Health Education Council, The
Health Divide, clearly
demonstrates, oppressed groups
are more likely to be driven to
despair, confusion, and suicide.
How convenient for capitalism
1o have a group of highly paid
professionals ready to dismiss
its human debris as ““mentally
i, as an individual's
biochemical problem.

This is not a [ringe issue.
Every year in Britain there are
nearly 200,000 admissions and
over a million and a half visits
to psychiatric outpatient clinics.
Each year over 25 million
prescriptions are written for ad-
dictive “‘minor tranquillisers’”
(librium, valium, ativan, erc.).
One in twenty of our population
are now estimated to be ad-
dicted 1o these drugs; the vast
majority of them are women,

Electricity

The more powerful tran-
quillisers (modecate, depixol,
haldol, etc.), routincly injected
into “‘in-patients'’, cause un-
controllable shaking (*“tardive
dyskinesia’') in aboul a quarter
of casecs, sometimes creating
permanent brain damage,

Even Hoffman LaRoche
one of the largest multinationals
in the business — admit that
between five and ten million
people warldwide are suffering
from tardive dyskinesia!

Electricity is still used 135,000
times a year in Britain. They call
it “Electro-Convulsive

Therapy™'. We call it
electrocution.

It is ume we developed
socialist policies for mental
healith, It is not good enough to
imitate the simple demands of
others for more money with no
thought about what sort of ser-
vices are necessary and who
should control them.

Chesterfield

The Chesterfield Conference
in June has scheduled a full ses-
sion on mental health, an im-
provement on the usual ap-
proach of submerging the issue
under *“health** or
‘‘disabilities”’, The starting
point will be a document
published by the Socialist
Health  Association’s  Mental
Health Working Group, Good-
bye to all that? The booklet
(available from SHA, 195
Walworth Road, London SE
17, £2, inc. p&p) discusses the
social and economic causes of
emotional distress, the relation-
ship between race and mental
health, and a progressive com-
munity care policy and staff-
and-user democracy.

It calls for an alliance of trade
unionists, users, radical profes-
sionals, and the left. ""Unless
this progressive alliance suc-
ceeds, patients will be trapped
between the old horrors of the
institutions and the new ones of
ltving (n the community — ex-
plaited by private landlords and
lacking opportunities to work
and have decent material and
social support.”’

To receive information about
groups near you, or o affiliate
to LAMHA, contact:
London Alliance for Mental
Health Action
¢/0 Hacker Cenire
S-6 Anglers Lane
Kentish Town
London NWS 3DG

CHESSINGTON
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Briefing readers
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May Day Greetings
to Labour Briefing

May Day Greetings
from
Quinton Briefing Supporters
We’'re backing Benn

and Heffer for a
Socialist Labour Party!

Hackney
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Letters

London SW2 5U2

WRITEBACK!

S

We welcome your letters!
Write to Labour Briefing, PO Box 457,

What are we
going to find at
the end of the
Rainbow?

Dear Briefing,

So, Jesse Jackson can be
compared o Tony Benn and
Eric Heffer and the Labour Par-
ty can learn lessons from the US
primaries (Editorial, Briefing,
no. 60, April 13th). What rub-
bish! Nothing could be further
from the rruth.

As I'write, the news of the US
dawn raids on lranian oil plat-
forms signals a further escala-
tion of imperialist aggresssion in
the Gulf. Jackson's reaction?
Full supporrt for the ad-

minisiration’s “‘measured
response’”
His puoblic pronouncements

on the Middle East take as their
starting point ‘the defence of
Israel; on Central America, the
need to stop “'communism’. If
Jackson speaks for “‘millions of
US workers'' then they are in
desperate need  of ‘a  new
spokesperson,

His positions may well be
“substantially to the left of his
opponeais'’; but, when you
look at the feld, that really isn't
saying very much.

Aside from the doubtful in-
terpretation of Jackson's own
(capilalist) politics, the editorial
is misleading on the question of
the Democratic Party. This is
one of the two most important
imperialist political parties in
the world. Its representatives
have started and waged bloody

wars in Korea and Vietnam,
pursued vicious anti-working
class policies and fuelled the
nuclear arms race, It has no
organic {inks with organised
labour. To be sure, the major
union buraucrats give it their
support, but this is something
which socialists should oppase.
Unlike the British lLabour
Party, il is not in any sense a
working class party, To vote
Labour in Britain is an elemen-
tary class act far millions of
workers {regardless of the pro-
capitalist policies of Labour's
leaders), To vote Democrat in
the US (whether Jackson or
Dukakis) is quite the reverse.
The Democratic Party — and
in particular successive *‘left’”,
“pro-labour'’ developments
within it — have been the tried
and tested mechanism by which
the capitalist class in the US has
incorporated and rendered less

dangerous any potential
political challenge,

A real “‘break from the
mainstream”’ would take the
form -of a break from the

Democratic Party towards in-
dependent  working class
politics. This is not the project
of Jesse Jackson. Nor is it the
dynamic of the ‘“‘rainbow
coalition''.

Socialists, whether in the US
or Britain, should make it their
job 1o explain these points — in
a comradely way — 1o activists
and militants who have illusions
in Jackson and the “rainbow™.

David Shepherd,

Hackney North &

Stoke Newington CLP

Briefing AGM

This will be held on July 2nd, 10.30am-5.30 in

London.

Start planning now: make a list of all Briefing
supporters who can come, and plan transport
arrangements. We’'ve planned a special AGM
day, with plenary discussions on the way
forward for Briefing as well as workshop
discussions to collect real feedback from Briefing
supporters everywhere and to share the lessons
from Briefing groups everywhere,

Supporters cards will be sent out soon to all
those in the 500 Club. If you aren’t, take out a

standing order now!

Supporters cards are also availabie for those
not in the 500 Club: send £10 (waged) or £3
(unwaged) to Labour Briefing, PO Box 457,
London SW2 5UZ, with cheques payable to

Labour Briefing.

Workshops include: Local Groups, The Paper,
Trade Unions, International (including South

Africa and Palestine.

Commission meetings include: Women, YO;Jth
and Student, Lesbian and Gay, Black people.
More details follow — see you there!

Send snippets and info to Greg
Bassett,
Labour Briefing, PO Box 457,
London SW2 5U2

Periscope Column,

When did you
stop killing

patients,
nurse?

S0 the RCN nurses voted
overwhelmingly against

strike action did thay?

Fact. They voted 3-1 in
favour of the following
proposition:

""Do you endorse the RCN's
policy against strike ac-
tion by ite members and
its opposition to any form
of action which places pa-
tlents at risk®"’

In the shadow
of the rock...

80,000 people marched through
Madrid on the second weekend
in March, demanding Spanish
withdrawal from NATO. Our
own Jeremy Corbyn MP attend-
ed. But not a word in the British
press or TV,

Funny, Al the Britsh cor-
réspondents in Spain were in-
vited to a press conference, but
not one turned up!

Any grovel you
can do, | want
to do better

Ron Brown's sarcastic 'l grovet, |
grovel” addressed to cthe
Speaker of the House of Com-
mons after the Mace incident
was clearly inspired by our
Great Leader, .

Apparently Neil “Show me the
establishment and I'll gravel at it
becter than any of those daf-
tes'' Kinnock was embarrased
by the sincerest form of flaccery
—~ i.e. imitation — and has
suspended Brown as a warning
to the coterie of sycophants
currently pressing in on him.

One minor criticism of Cde
Brown's heroic endeavours:
surely more useful and perma-
nent damage could have been
dane with a heavy blunt object
like the mace’

No soul for
Dover

The Democratic Left (DL)
showed their real cormmit-
ment to workers in strug-
gle at the recent NUS
Conference,

A P&O striker addressed a
number of fringe
meetings (including the
Liberals), but the reaction
of DL was cautious,

“'You'd better ask one of our
full timers,”' commented
the person on the DL stall

‘““No,"" was the reply from
the full-timer

Their NUS Liaison Officer
was & little more helpful.
After & long pause, he
said:

‘““We're having a social
tonight, so I don’t think
that 1t will go down very
well.”” Pause. “"Quite
frankly all we want to do
is get pisged,’”"

Deficit
budgets rule
OK (for us)

A mole tells Periscope that
the Co-op Bank auditors
report on the Walworth
Road Lubianka is a heavy
number.

Funny how champions of
‘‘socialist’’ mangement
like Jack Btraw can’t
seem to turn around thelr
own organisation.

The Co-op report i being
kept under wraps. Maybe
Kinnock's afraid of its ef-
fects on the current
Leadership contest? Or is
he worried we’ll take this
as a covert endorsement
from on high of the deficit
budgdetting strategy?

Some Party members might
be less impressed with the
Kinnock — Whitty
Mandelson axis if they
knew what a cock-up they
were making with our
money,

Bumper badges offer!

The bumper Briefing badges are selling like hot cakes!
Sightings have been reported not only from Labour
Party meetings (where they are the latest fashion
accessory) but also casually on the London

underground|

Haringey Labour Briefing
Backing Benn and Heffer

No cuts!
No Witch-hunts!
Defy the Clause!

Rush your orders in now!

HEFFER

TICXET ROT NESOTIABLE

e ——
[

Single badge 35p
20 badges £6.00
50 badges £13.00
100 badges £23.00

200 + badges £40.00

® Send your name, address
and order to B. Griffiths,
11 Fremont St, London ES
cheque or postal order
made payable to Labour
Briefing

dJopooopoopoocoon

.......

SUBSCRIBE TO BRIEFING

Make sure of your copy of the fortnightly
Labour Briefing. Annual subscriptions are £12
(individuals), £24 (institutions). Write to Labour
Briefing, PO Box 457, London SW2 5UZ
{cheques, etc., payable to Labour Briefing).

.........................................................

..................................................................

SELL LABOUR BRIEFING

If you're a regular reader, you obviously feel the
need to read each issue of Briefing. But why keep
the good news to yourself?

Bulk orders are available on sale or return for you to
sell to your friends; or join with the many other
Briefing readers who take this easily saleable paper
to their Labour Party, trade union and campaign
meetings. Join the resistance! Just send the form to
PO Box 457, London SW2 SUZ.

..........................................................................

Please send me .......... {min. order 5} copies of
Labour Briefing on sale or return, starting with issue
RO -

CONTACT BRIEFING

The Briefing Editorial Board, and the following
Commissions, can be contacted at PO Box 457,
London SW2 §UZ, 01 733 7016:

Trade Union Briefing, Youth Briefing, Student
Briefing, Lesbian & Gay Briefing, Briefing Women
and International Briefing.

Briefing Steering Committee:

Next meeting: Sunday, May 1st, London.
Briefing Editorial Board:

Next meetings: Friday April 28th, provisional:
Thursday May 5th,

Deadline for articles:

Issue no. 62 (out May 11th): notify EB as soon as
possible, all articles in by Tuesday May 3rd.
Issue no. 63 {out May 25th): notify EB as soon as
possible, all articles in by Tuesday May 17th.

BRIEFING 500 CLUB

It is very expensive to produce a socialist newspaper
— despite our high sales up and down the country,
we still need a subsidy to keep the paper fortnightly
and keep up with all the activities we want to be
part of, We have no rich backers, no hidden sources
of income.

The Briefing 500 Club exists to offer our supporters
the opportunity of making a small regular donation
and enter a fortnightly draw for a £25 prize - this
for just £1 per week, or £4 per month, Will you
spare the cost of a pint of beer of less than a packet
of cigarettes each week? We can’t guarantee you'll
win the prize — but we will guarantee that unless
you enter, you won't!

500 Club supporters also receive a Briefing
supporters card automatically. Just fill in the
standing order form below, and return it to PO Box
457, London SW2 5UZ,

Bankers order form for
Labour Briefing 500 Club

Bankers Order

.................................................. (bank name, sort codel
[} PR AC CPe A e By 2L S o e Do L e A

. {address)
From: iieenen (your name)
At:

v (your address)
»
My BCCOUNT NUMBEE 155 451 ovtivuisversirsinsercissustasiiasniisssane

Please debit from my account each month the sum of £4,
in favour of Labour Briefing No. 2 account, Co-operative
Bank, Stratford E15, Code 08-80-76, Account no,
50349857,

SORING 0N L i SR G sn s oty e T v T B date)
187 1g0 - Ae | CETPIP TR VUL NECE (date} of each month
S OIARIPE. s s & o T A i v i S PN T e T e e T et
) L S S SR o0 s WP PRI < o, 2 T 3R D

This week’s winner

This week's winner is, again, one of our long-standing
supporters, Perseverance has paid off this week for no.
449, Gill Entwhistle of Camden,

Please note: sorry that 1888 Supporters Cards haven't
yat been issued, we're still arranging to have them printed,
and will send them on in good time before the AGM.
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Class struggle in the studio

The World at One, a
cassette compilation of
dance based music from all
over the world, VME tape
no, 035, £2.75. Order from:
NME cassette offer,
Harcourt, Halefield i4,
Telford TF7 40QR; cheques
payable to IPC Magazines.

All socialists should buy
this tape!

As internationalists, we
should need no en-
couragements to broaden
our cultural understanding
beyond our eurocentric,

decaying, capitalistic
environment.
| can't understand

anyone who says they
don’t have time for music!

As Amira Baraka {a music

“Uefitic aligned to black na-
tionalism in the 60s and now a
Marxist) said:

““Above all, music should
make you feel, and the point
of living seems to me o be to
get to your actual feelings,
because we are our feelings,
or lack of them.’’ (something
feminists have been trying to
tell us for years).

Irish revolutionary socialist
James Connolly said: ““No
revolutionary movement is
complete without its poetical
expression. The movement
{must be} marked by joyous
defiant singing of revolu-
tionary songs.”’

| sometimes think  the
bosses have a  better
understanding of the role of
musi¢ in class struggle then
we do, e.g. Application of
functional muzak to worker ef-

ficiency (title of a business
research report).

But I'd like to think that the
non-alienated, joyous feeling
music presented on this tape
will survive and noutish the
struggles of the oppressed as
it has already done for
centuries.

The music of of the African
and Romany people has long
served this purpose. Wherever
they have been scattered,
their music has asserted the
beauty, innovation, and con-
tinuity of their cultures against
all odds. It has been 5 graceful
protest against oppression and
an expression of hope for the
future.

By Briefing music
correspondent MAJOR
UNREST

The popular {mass-
marketed) music business has
continually appropriated these
qualities from folk music. It
has recognised that money is
to be made in the context of
an advanced monopoly
capitalism by marketing pale,
gutted, bastardised imitations
of it, which attempt to destroy
any sense of community other
than that of mindless
consumeriam,

As Marxist music critic and
musician ‘Chris Cutler says (in
his book File under Popular):

“In the crossing over bet-
ween the two musical forms
{popular and folk) we can iden
tify the site and expression of
a class struggle, where culture
as a form of collective expres-
sion and culture as &8 com-
modity vie,'"

This struggle, in which the
alienation business has long
had the upper hand, is ap-

Ofra Maza: Istaeli Yemenite singer

parent in the music on this
tape. On most tracks, the folk-
collectivist feel is strong, but
new musical technology is not
shied away from, and several
tracks go for mainstream
western-style dance-
production.

We could argue all night
about whether international
exposure and mass-marketing
of folk-rooted musics is a good
or bad thing, but we should
recognise that it's been hap-
pening since the early stages
of capitalism.

Fossilised

Rather than hanging on to
fossilised folk forms, socialist
musicians should have &
critical awareness both of the
folk roots of all popular
musics, and of the continual
innovations taking place at the
crossroads between pop and

WHO’S VERSO BACKING
FOR THE LEADERSHIP?

THE ANSWER IS IN
OUR LIST

VERS O

6 Meard Street, London W1V 3HR.

fotk, In which fusion-music-
making possibilities increase
with the creative use of new
musical technology (in addi
tion to real instruments, of
coursel.

Imperialism

Of course, cultural Im
perigism has given the
masses radio for its own pur
poses, and the negative in
fluence of mass-marketing in
capitalism can be seen in
some of the tracks on this
tape. But most of the musi-
cians here are so self-
assuredly brilliant {and have
managed to find sympathetic
recording set-ups| that com-
promise has been minimal,

Whether any of them will
get lasting international
recognition in the capitalist
markat without ever-
increasing compromises  is
debateable, but, as William
West said in the last Briefing,
popular music is a powaerful
medium that occasionally gets
out of hand (the hand of
capitalism, that is). (This hap-
pened with Bob Marley —
which is why | for one suspect
possible foul play in his un-
timely death),

Ofra Haza, whose track is
one of the best on the tape,
appears to be a Zionist from
the oppressed Yemenite
Jewish Community in Israel.
Her voice is breathtaking, and
her music innovative, using
new studio techniques
alongside traditional in
strumentation land now she's
working with some of the 3
mustaphas 3!}

Buy this tape!

BOOK REVIEW

Voices from
El Salvador

il Salvador: Testament of
Terror, by Joe Fish and
Christina Sganga, Zed
Baoks, £22.95 hardback,
£6.95 paperback

The Testarment comprises
eye-witness accounts of the
Salvadorean struggle linked
by journalistic narrative,
and illustrated with images
of suffering and resistance.

In giving a platform ro the
oppressed, the book is to be
welcomed, but it lacks a
clear political perspective
and comes dcross as an ap-
peal to the liberal bourgeois
conscience.

I'his results in some
contradictions.

“The strength of the popular
maovement lies precisely in the
Sfact thar its unity is founded on
principles af ideological
pluralism. "’

But the alleged uniry quickly
disintegrates:

“Agreement  between. such
diverse’ groups Is always dif-
Jiewlt to maintain, ™"

The events depicted are rous-
ing and harrowing. Amongsi
other excesses, counterinsurgen-
¢y forces have adopted the
primeval intimidatory ' practice
of mutilating corpses. In the
word of a medical auxiliary:

“They say that we are now 50
used 1o seeing corpses it is more
effective (o cut up the bodies in
pieces (o make us more afreid. "’

But the journalistic impulse
to dramatise imposes distracting

sivlistic pressures on the nar
rative, as in the rather Boys’
Own-like:

“Inside the rebel-controlled
northern Morazan provinee [
listened wagerly to the radio
reports from La Paima with o
column of equally excited guer
ritla figheers, ™"

Al times, the characterisation
reads like a second rate
melodramatic novel:

“Gustavo, a labour leader
with years of bitter experience
and wisdom etched in the lines
around bright eyes piercing his
leathery face..,"’

By Jim Thain
Hackney North & Stoke
Newington CLP

What the often moving
testimonics really require is a
strong  support structure of
facts. Those presented are in-
deed cogent, but the chronalogy
is eccentric and there is much
repetition, n

While staunchly opposed to
US colomialism, the book’s
discussion of the wider Central
American context is superficial,

Of course, it claims only to be
a ““testimony’’, not a theoretical
treatise. But restimony is an act
of interpretation, and to testify
effecrively one must have and
express a sound grasp of the
derermining political causes and
Processes.,

These criticims ~ aside, the
book does fill a gap in what s a
slim  bibliography. And the
photos are very good,

If it hasn't been closed vet,
ask your library 10 gel a copy.

Boutle & King
BOOKSELLERS
with stalls at
Exmouth Market, Clerkenwell ECI, and
Earlham Street, Covent Garden WC1
Books bought & sold
® 444 8911 @
WISH BRIEFING READERS SOCIALIST
GREETINGS ON MAY DAY
The cause of labour is the hope of the
world

PLAY REVIEW
Brenton’s Bloody Poetry

Bloody Poetry, by Howard
Brenton. currently revived
at London's Royal Court as
part of a retrospective
Brenton season, Plays for
Uropia.

Of all English poets,
Byron and Shelley are
perhaps the best loved by
the lefi.

Shelley we have long
recognised as one of our
own, a frue revolutionary,
whose Mask of Anarchy is
required reading.

Byron is revered
throughout Europe for his
part in the Greek [reedom
struggle.

Yer admiration is tempersd
by our knowledge that the hives
of both men demonsirate a
sharp contrast between word
and deed.

Howard  Brenton's  play
Bloody Poetry, revived at Lon-
don’s Royal Court as part of a
retrospective  Brenton season,
Plays for Utopia, salutes the
two-poets but makes no attempt

ta hide their contradicnon:

Fhe play convers the perod
from 1816 10 1820, when the
poets, with Mary Shelley and
her half-sister Claire  Clare-
mont. were in exile trom a crael
and reactionary Britain {echoes
here of ovur own  [hatcherite
1imesi,

It rases a nomber of ques
tions about the role of the arnst,
the refation between theory and
practice in public and privae
lite. the narure of fmiendship
and  male  exploiation ot
wamen 2

By Paula Watson
Westminster South CLP

Shelley insists there muse be
a revolution in England; 1 write
tor it evervy morning.'’ But,
while “‘English  soldiers are
murdering  frish Jdiberiv'’ and
working men and women, armi-
ed only with bamners™ are
massacred ar Peterloo, the poet
sits “‘imporent in lraiv, n the
sun, "'

He writes about men and
women being 'free and equal’’
but he spouts revolutionary
rhetoric while Mary, unnoticed,

mourns their dead child, a vie-
1im of Shelley s restless wander-
ing acress posi-Napoleonic
Europe”

Byron is presented as  the
liberal he was, whose hatred of
tvranny lzads (o invohement in
lialias undecground politics and

sventual death at Missolonghi. |

Yor he behaves like a chauvinist
shit o womert in his life.

There are plenty of men still
around like this. but withouwt
Byron's charm and genius. He
insists on sending his daughter
tby Claire Claremont) to a con-
vem school, where she dies,
with the mother meanwhile
denied all aecess an Byron's
orders,

Brentan presents the four —
Byron, Shellexv. Mary, and
Claire — as essentially modern
figures: free thinkers who pav a
grim price tor defving the rules
af a carrupt sociery.

What comes onver wonderfully
well is the deep bond between
the two sharply contrasted men
— Shelley (Mark Rylance), the
ardent visiopary, and Byron
(Nigel Terry), arrogant,
generous, covneal, and self-
dramatising,

The acting throughout is €x-
cellent. Well worth seeing,
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Over 100 national union
léaders and 100 local
leaders have been Kkilled
in the past yvear.

A large number of union

activists have “‘disap-
peared” and 300 CUT

leaders are on published
death lists.

Political opposition
leaders have also 'been
eliminated: Unidad

Patriotica, the legal opposi-
tion party, has lost four out
of 14 deputies. Those re-
maining alive have gone

underground.

The UP President was
murdered last year. Five
regional deputies, 20 Coun-

cillors, and two Mayors have
also been killed.

Other left organisations such
as A Luchar and Frente Popular
have lost leaders.

Leaders of armed groups,
such as the M19, which have
tried to negotiate a truce have
been gunned down. Progressive
members of the oligarchical
Conservative and Liberal pas-
ties and two Presidents of the
Human Rights Committee of

A Briefing supporter and a
TGWU official met with
Angelino Garzon of the
United Union
Confederation of Colombia
(CUT) at the invitation of
the Colombia Solidarity
Campaign,

Comrade Garzon
described the current
repression in Colomiba and
the union movement’s
response.

Antiogua province were killed,
despite impeccable bourgeois
credentials.

Priests, judges, and children
(witnesses to murders) have also
been eliminated. One thousand
political murders were recorded
in one vear, with 11,000 dying
as a result of the generalised
Lerror.

The government claims the
death squads are really drug
traffickers, subversives, and
common criminals, with fun-
ding from abroad. Human
Rights and Inteérnational Agen-
cies say it is part of a systematic
campaign of terror by business,
ranching, and agricultural in-

Portugal

Colombia

Repression on the

rampage

rerests, by reactionary sectors of
the ruling Liberal and Conser-
vative parties, and by the Arm-
ed Forces.

The link with the US embassy
is plain. The higher officer
ranks go to Pentagont training
colleges.  Military
operate directly out of the US
cmbassy.

The drugs barons are also in-
volved. Their mafia gangs have
attacked strikers, voting booths,
etc. But the drugs barons do not
initiate the repression, they
merely assist it, The purpose of
this “*Dirty War"" is to paralyse
all social reform and to prevent
the unity of workers and

Revolution in
perspective

This is the first of four
articles on Portuguese
politics by JIM THAIN,
Hackney North & Stoke
Newington CLP.

Later articles will
describe the course of the
1974 revolution, paying
particular attention to the
roles of the military and
working class
movaments, to the
histories of the
Portuguese Communist
Party and Socialist Party,
and to the post-
revolutionary
consolidation of social
democracy.

The fascist regime of
Antonio Salazar grew
out of an era of political
turmoil, to which it
presented itself as the
only practical solution.

The Republican revolu-
tion of 1910 had been
isolated by the Vatican,
which was angered by its
anti-clericalism, and by the
other imperialist powers,
who described the country
as a ““Republic  of
Terrorists™".

Libaral pro-labour con-
cessions merely stimulated
proletarian militancy
{general strikes in 1918,
1919, and 1920} and
alienated the petit
bourgeocisie. Forty-four ad-

ministrations fell in 16
years.
Portuguese sailors may

have discavered half the world
but the country’'s position as a
world power was repeatedly
compromised.

After the Spanish War of
Succession, Portugal signed
the Methuen Treaty with Bri-
tain In 1703 {and again in
1810), This was a protection
racket whereby, in exchange
for continued independence,
Portugal would open its
market to British goods, thus
contributing to Britain’s sur-
premacy over France and
Spain,

Imports

British foans would be spent
on British imports, so Britain
would benefit both from the
profits made on the goods and
from the interest on' thé loans.

Later, Portugal made a similar
arrangement with Germany,
Britain’s great imperialist rival.

Nearly all Portugal's coal
and iron were imported. Its
mineral resources were mostly
externally controlled. As Por-
tuguese capitalism tended in-
creasingly towards
monopolism, with concomi-
tant export of capltal, financial
speculation became rife, The
economy was sustained by
the:

“surplus value generated by
an ever more intensive ex
ploitation of the workforce,
creating {(and relying on) a pool
of cheap and dependent
workers who experiencd pro-
letarianisation without real
possibilities of increasing their
share of national income.”
{Martin Kayman, Revolution
and Counter-revolution in
Portugal)

Coherent

Without coherent political
organisation, the working
class failed to win socialist

reforms under the
Republicans, and in 1926
came the successful right

wing coup. Twelve vyears
later, Salazar, a leading
Catholic intellectual, became
Finance Minister.

To stabilise the economy,
Salazar made it a criminal of-
fence for government depart-
ments to exceed their budgets
— which were set by the
Finance Ministry. He became
Prime Minister in 1932, Under
the new Constitution of 1933,
the Umao Nacional, which he
had founded three Yyears
earlier, was entrenched as the
only legal political party.

Mythology

The mythgclegy ol 8 neroic
natian-state was pro-
mulgated, notably by Marcelio
Caetano (who ultimately suc-
ceded Salazar as Prime
Minster in 1968). Education
was tied to the doctrine of
subservience Lo Church,
State, and Family.

To foster the illusion of a
united Portugal, ever more
repressive  legislation  was
passed restricting freedom of
expression: the blanket cen
sorship ™ of oppositional
political viewpoints, detention
without trial {(eventually up to
180 daysl, the formation of a
secret police force, political
courts, and the prohibition of
strikes.

The underlying tensions did
not simply disappear with the

intraduction of such legisla-
tion. There were riots and
mutinies and general strikes in
1934 and 1938, An ultra right
coup was foiled in 1935, and
there was an assassination at-
tempt on Salazar in 1937.

Deficit

Salazar did tumn a balance of

payments deficit into a
surplus. Even allowing for the
oppression of the mainland
working class, however, this
economic miracle was only
made possible by an ex-

ploitative  colonial  policy,
which contained a fundamen-
tal politico-economic
weakness. Given Portugal’s

poor standing in the world
market, Salazar concluded:

“the logical solution is for
the colonies (particularly
Angola and Mozambique) to
produce the raw materials and
to send them to the Mother
Country in exchange for
manufactured goods. "’

The prablem with this model
of state monopolism was that
the bulk of Portugal's
manufactured goods were im-
ported from Britain, or, to a
lesser extent, from Germany
{which contributed to Por
tuguese "'neutrality’’ in which
the Nazis were supplied with
wolfram while the Allies were
permitted the use of the
Azores). Economically, the
Portuguese mainiand was little
more than a trading post for
British imperialism.

Privileged

For Portugal, Africa was not
simply a priviteged market
place. The slave trade was an
important source of business
too, justified, in the 1930 Col-
onial Act, as being for the
“maoral uplift of the natives’',
Over a period of decades, the
regime supplied South Africa
with millions of Mazambican
blacks,in exchange for half the
workers' wages and trade
spin-offs,

In the long term, monopoly
capitalism would be unabile to
reconcile the Inherent con-
tradiction of an economy sus-
tained by colonial explaitation
while its indigenous waorking
class is kept in poverty by the
imperialist policies of a foreign
power,

Ultimately, the will to self-
determination welling up in the
colonies would expose the
flaws in the system and
generate social cenditions in
which radical political change
would becomeinevitable.

advisors

peasants,
Hundreds were killed during
municipal elections held in

March. Whole regions of the
country are in a state of sicge s0
no voting could take place. In
these conditions the UP could
not stand candidates.

However, 20 areas were won
by UP and in some 50 other
municipalities alliances with
other progressive forees
“defeated the oligarchy. In the
Banana Zone the repression was
horrific: 56 leaders of the
banana workers were Killed and

candidates had to g0
underground,
The direy war has now

entered a new stage of mass rer-
ror. Twenty-four banana
workers and 12 peasants werc
massacred in this zone in
March. Seven Young Com-
munists from the city of
Medelin were also despatched.

New attacks on the CUT are
being planned. We expect bom-
bings and murders. In response,
the CUT leadership is organis-
ing workers' self-defence.

The CUT itself is only an em-
bryonic organisation and is
working to consolidate its posi-
tion. The First Congress of
Women, held this year, was a
massive suceess, with 2,400
delegates attending.

In the political arena pro-
gressive parties are discussing
unity, including the Communist
Party and the regroupments
from the National Unity Com-
mittee. A Congress of Unity
against the repression {planned
for the end of last year but
postponed) is  still  being

discussed,

In the guersilla movement
there are also moves towards co-
operation. The. Co-ordinadora
Simon Bolivar was an important
step forward: here the armed

groups discuss and plan joint '

activity,

Although the CUT is com-
pletely independent of all
guerilla and political forces, we
welcome these moves. The UCT
also support the efforts of the
Catholic Church to mediate bet-
ween the armed groups and the
government,

The masses are looking for
ways to struggle and organise
against the repression. There
have been big strikes-in the oil,
cement, and banana industries

' not

demanding that the bosses
guarantee the lives of union
lcaders. The CUT believe it is
time to organise a General
Strike for the Right to Life.

We are very concerned that
world public opinion is made
aware of what is going on, We
want the TUC to send a delega-
tion to Colombia. The CUT is
affiliated to any world
union confederation: it
welcomes direct links between
British and Colombian unions,
for instance, between the
TGWU and the Avianca airline
union.

We also need international
support for those leaders most
threatened, We are proposing
that the week of May 30th to
June 4th be designated Interna-

tional Labour Organisations
Week of Solidarity with
Colombia.

We need recogaition from the
TUC, Only two small con-
federations, part of the Interna-
tional Confederation of Free
Trade Unions, are recognised,
but they have 15% of uniopised
workers, while we have 30%,

Affiliate to the Colombia
Seolidarity Committee, Priory
House, Kingsgate Place,

“London NW6.

T -

An open |
Searchlig

Here we print extracts from
a joint open letter to
Searchlight readers from
the Labour Movement
Campaign for Palestine and
the Palestine Solidarity
Campaign.

The questions dealt with
here, about the content of
recent issues of Searchlight,
was dealt with in an article
in the last issue of Briefing.

In the recent past, the anti-
fascist magazine Searchlight,
has lent support to imperialist
strategies in the Middle East
through its coverage of matters
related to that area, and has also
taken an increasingly pro-
Zionist stance,

We believe that this is a very
ncgative development in view of
the valuable work which Search-
tight has done in the past, and
which, to a large extent, it con-
tinues to do. (...)

The front cover of the
September 1987 issue featured
Colonel Gadafi, Khomeini,
Louis Farrakhan and Nick Grif-
fin of the National Front under
the heading ““the pew axis’’. An
examination of the editorial
relating to this front page
revealed as the first and central
point the decision of the NI to
use the black/Muslim
separatism of Farrakhan, Kho-
meini and Gadaffi, as express-
ed, among other places, in
Gadaffi's Green Book, as pro-
paganda in support of their own
white  supremacist  separatist
politics.

Beyond this there was a men
tion of the presence of a Cana-
dian Nazi and also of Dr Fulani
“Farrakhan's New York
cohort™ at an international
gathering in Tripoli “‘of people
from several PrOgressive
groups' to commemorate the
US bombing of Libya, and: fur-

ther down the page, the vague
statement that *‘money from the
Middle East sources has already
paid for the production of
various items of NF propagan-
da’’, and reference to NF hopes
that they might receive funding
from Libya on a scale accorded
to Farrakhan in the past. Not
much evidence of a “‘new axis"
here.

The scparatism of the op-
pressor and the separation of
the oppressed certainly have in-
terests  in common -~ We
ourselves have made the point
with reference to Zionism and
anti-semitism on many o0cca-
sions — however, this does not
automatically make Zionists,
Gadaffi or Farrakhan fascists.

Links

And while we would certainly
agree that any links between
Khomeini, Gadaffi and Far-
rakhan with fascist organisa-
tions should be exposed and un-
conditionally condemned, ex-
posing the unprincipled rela-
tions between these forces and
fascism is a far cry from presen-
ting them as a new world fascist
axis, {...)

Anti-Arab racism is growing
in Israel, as underlined by a re-
cent opinion poll which showed
that almost half the Israch
public favoured the *‘transfer’’
of the Arab population out of
the lIsraeli-occupied aréas, as
well as by attacks on Arabs
which liberal Israelis did not
hesitate to label as “‘pogroms™.

Apart from one very brief
item on Kahane, Searchlight has
never covered the rise of the far
right, racist and fascist forces in
fsrael. While ignoring these
developments, as well as events
such as the New York luncheon
given in March in honour of Le
Pen which was hosted by Jac-
ques Torczyner, President of
the World ‘Union' of General

etter to
t readers

Zionists, Searchiight considered
it appropriate to publish an arti-
cle in its June 1987 issue alleging
that certain Palestinians attend-
ed a neo-Nazi conference 18
years ago. (...)

Following the Sabra and
Shatille  demonstration  in
September 1982, when the Na-
tional Front attempted to par-
ticipate in the march, Sear-
chiight alleged that it had been
invited to do so by the PLO of-
fice. 1t did not report that they
were thrown off the march by
PSC members, one of whom
was arrested after being
assaulted by the same fascists,

Subsequently Searchlight did
print a letter from the PLO
representative in London deny-
'ing that the NF had been invited
to take part in the march, but
why didn't it go to the trouble
of calling up the PLO office in
the first place and asking
whether the invitation story was
true, before rushing into print?

Anti-semites and other racists
should be denouced; any
government or organisation,
however progressive its creden-
tials might otherwisc appear,
should be condemned if they en-
courage or support nco-Nazis or
other racists and fascists, But in
Searchlight’s treatment of Israel
and the Arab world — the
Palestinians in particular — i
has steadily adopted a more
one-sided stance; it appears
ready to give credence to any
and every story which sugpesis
that the Arab and the Palesti-
nians in particular support neco-
Nazis and other right wing ex-
tremists, while Israel and its
supporters get off very lightly
indeed, (...)

Labour Movement Campaign
for Palestine
BM LMCP, London WCIN
XX
Palestine Solidarity Campaign
BM PSA, London WCIN 3XX
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USA Presidential elections

Jesse Jackson (second from left) lines up with other Democratic

hopefuls

The New York primary
was always going to be
one of the toughest nuts
for Jesse Jackson's Rain-
bow campaign to crack.

Industrial and agribusi-
ness interests are strong
upstate.

By Mike Marqusee
Haringey Labour
Briefing

Vast, wealthy, largely
white suburbs sprawl to the
nerth and east of New York
City; and in recent years the
city itself has been gripped
by a race war fuelled by
reactionary Mavor Ed Koch.

Despite longstanding
labour union and
‘“‘progressive’”  traditions,

the potential constituents of
Jackson’s coalition in the
New York area have been
deeply divided along ethnic
and political lines.

In this context, Jackson's
37% — following a dramatic
campaign focused on the
ghetto streets and factory
gates — is a respectable
showing.

Of course, Dukakis’s 51%
clinched his grip on the
Democratic nomination.
Unelected and unaccoun-
table “superdelegates’’
(Democratic Party bigwigs)

The Thatcher pl

When Margaret Thatcher
first met Soviet leader
Mikhail Gorbachev, she
realised that this was a
man with whom she could
do business.

According to sources
close to the Prime Minister
fas revealed to The
Observer’s Neal Acher-
son), Mrs Thatcher, on her
forthcoming visit to
Poland, hopes to offer the
Palish government a:

““development and
recovery plan... financed
and managed by the Euro-
pean community nations
with the assistance of the
International Monetary
Fund.”

Since “the Polish regime’s
record of handling western

PHOTO: Dollars & Cents

will now flock to his banner
of technocracy and ‘‘sensi-
ble’* militarism.

Jackson, however, will
continu¢ .| to  campaign
vigorously in the remaining
big primaries in Penn-
sylvania, Ohio, and Indiana,
leading up to the finale in
California in June.

Meanwhile, one welcome
byproduct of the New York
primary appears to be the
political demise of Ed Koch,
who banked everything on a
virulent anti-Jackson cam-
paign (‘‘Jews would be crazy
to vote for Jackson'’) only
for Jesse to emerge a narrow
victor within the city itself.

Jackson's candidacy
galvanised New York’s
black and hispanic workers
and may have laid the basis
for a black-hispanic coali-
tion in next year's mayoral
elections,

In the past, Koch has ex-
ploited fear and bigotry, and
triumphed because of divi-
sions among his opponents.
The three-term mayor —
fanatical Zionist, buddy of
big business, speculators’
spokesperson — may have
finally met his nemesis.

Jackson himself, after the
primary results came in,
commented ‘“‘We’'ve laid a
precedent for change in New
York City that will be with
us for a long time.”’

New York primary Where is the Rainbow

The British media were
slow to acknowledge the
significance of the huge
protest vote being mobilised
by the Jackson campaign.
In recent weeks, of
course, the pundits have
been working overtime,
shedding verbiage but little

light.

Briefing offers the
following quotations from
Jackson's programme and
supporters in the hope that
they will be useful in
stimulating an informed
debate on the campaign.

1 come from a tradition of those who march in
solidarity for jobs and peace and justice. In the 60s we
marched for civil rights; in the 80s we march for
workers' rights.”’

A Worker’s Bill of Rights

By Jesse L. Jackson
1. Workers have a right to a job
People need jobs and there are jobs to be done. We can
build the housing, roads and bridges that we need as well
as provide care for this nation's people. We can end
plant closings without notice and unemployment without

hope.

2. Workers have a right to a democratic union

All workers, including public employees, should be able
to organise themselves into democratic unions, have
those unions recognised, and work under a collective

bargaining agreement.

3. Workers have a right to a living wage

People who work full-time should be able to rise out of
poverty on their pay. American families need family
wages. Young workers (youth) necd opportunity.

4. Workers have a right to a healthy life and a safe

workplace

Workers need affordable and accessible health care, a
right to know the dangers at work, and good faith
enforcement by skilled experts of the laws meant 10

protect their lives.

5. Workers have a right to both work and family
No one should be forced to choose between a paycheck
and a sick child, or between keeping their job and giving

birth.

6. Workers have a right to pension security

A pension belongs ro the worker, not 10 the compan,
Every worker is entitled to one as secure as FICA,
Workers should have a voice in ensuring that their
pension tunds be used in their own interest, not againsi

them.

7. Workers have a right to fair competition
International trade needs a level playing field.
Recognition of the basic democratic rights of workers at
home and abroad to organise, bargain collectively, and
to have enforced workplace standards is needed. Free
labour cannot ‘‘compete’” with slave labour.

8. Workers have a right to freedom from discrimination
There also needs to be a level plaving field at home —
affirmative action for those locked out of better paying
jobs and pay equity for those locked into low wage jobs.
9. Workers have a right to an education that works
Workers need a basic education for basic skills,
vocational education for current jobs and life-long
education for a changing economy.

10. Workers have a right (o respect

The contributions of workers, past and present, deserve a
prominent place in the education of future workers,
Those who give a life of labour deserve to have the
companies for whom they work reinvest in their industry,
in their community, and in their country.

A

project to
organise a
movement

Despite the contempt and con-
descension of the media — or
perhaps because of it —
Jackson went (o  the most
remote and isolated grass roots
in the American social land-
scape (o find the strength for a
campaign that has already
begun to transform politics. For
five years his distance from the
funders, the managers, the
mediators and the consultants
who manipulate the Democratic
Party and legitimise its can-
didates has allowed Jackson to
do unimaginable things and say
unspeakable words — about

The Rainbow is multi-partisan
in the sense that it is not really
locked into the Democratic
Party or the Republican Party.
It is an independent political
organisation.

here are two existing par-
ties. Mistorically the Demo-
cratic Party has been the party
which has greater affinity for
the kinds of issues that the
Rainbow constituencies are
raising.

- stage,

The Rainbow

The struggle therefore is to
more broadly define the nature
of the Democratic Party, to
open it up to more political
participation... That is the
nature of the struggle at this
Obviously that will
have to be evaluated ovet
time...

The Rainbow Coalition can't
axist solely to help elect Jasse
Jackson as President., No
single person can alter the

character of the Amencan
system; you have to have an
organisation in place... Mare
important than any election is
the building of institutions that
will carry on the progressive
idea of the campaign...

The problem is the problem
of a system, racism and
capitalism. We've got to
organise at the ground level;
we have a commonality of
struggle here and we must
confront it,

Ron Daniels, Executive Direc-
tor, National Rainbow
Coalition

race, about class, about equality
and, indeed, about democracy.
To an extent that may be unique
in presidential elections in this
century, he derives his power
from the people. The enormous
energy that his campaign
releases has created a  new
populist movement, overtaking
the languid hours and dull days
of conventional politics and im-
agining possibilities for substan-
tial change beyond the usual in-
cremental transactions of the
two-party system. It offers hope

against ¢cynicism, power against
prejudice and solidarity against
division.

The Jackson campaign is not
a single shot at higher office by
an already elevated politician.
Rather, it is a continuing, ex-
panding, open-ended project 1o
organise a movement for the
political empowerment of all
those who participate, In the
beginning, Jackson identitied
his basic constituency as the
most *'dispossessed and disafl-
fected’' Americans of all, the

blacks of the rural South and
the Northern ghettos, people
who seemed permanently disen-
franchised from citizenship and
thus denied entrance into the
system of rewards and privileges
that ts every vitizen's right, In a
real sense, the campaign became
a new voivil rights movement
with an added dimension ol
2eanomic justice deriving in
spizil fram the last emapaigns ol
Martin Lurher King Jdr, with the
Black warking poor.”

The Naticn, April 16th 1988

East and West

loans has been a disastrous
tale of incompetence and
waste,’” a '‘Thatcher plan”
will be proposed to channel aid
to “‘selected weak points
which would be strictly
monitored and even cut off if
misapplied.””

All the partners in this
business would reap rewards,
The Polish military dictator-
ship would get new credits
and investment to lift it out of
its present stagnation and
strengthen its political
credibility within Poland. The
Soviet leadership would hope
to be relieved of some of its
Polish burden, while the pro-
ducts of new technology In
Poland could be re-exported to
the Soviet Union itself.

The West would have a pro
fitable outlet for some of its
capital surplus, and massive

an for Poland

By Colin Meade
Surbiton CLP

new credits would dissuade
the Polish government from
attempts to write off any part
of its $40b foreign debt.

A special perk for Thatcher
herself would be a plentiful
supply of cheap Polish coal to
help her restructure the British
coal industry.

But there are some snags.
The first and lesser one is the
impact of collaboration with
Genéral Jaruzelski on public
opinion in Britain. Isn‘t this the
man who crushed the Salidari-
ty free trade union movement,
to the outrage of all decent
people, thereby proving the
need for increased defence
spending?

To cover hér tracks That-

Gorbachev pops up, ready to
do business, just about
everywhere these days/

cher will probably urge the

Polish government, to accept

“independent representative
of the Polish peaple’’ (perhaps
Walesa or a nominee of the
Catholic Church! as partners in
the plan., No doubt the Pape
can lend a hand

At the same time wa will be

told that ‘'we'' must do
everything in ""our’” power ta
help Gorbachev defeat his
canservative opponents.

Watch out for heightened
media interest in repression in
countries like Czechoslovakia
and Romania, whose leader-
ships are considered to be
resistant to Perestroika.

The big snag, however, 1s
the Polish working class. They
have shown an unwillingness
to understand why the path to
their country's salvation
should lie through a reduction
in its already meagre living
standards and the removal of
whatever social and_gconomic
guarantees they currently
pPOSEEss.

Last November a majority of
Poles refused to turn out to
vote “'yes'’ in 8 referendum in-
tended to legitimise “‘full im-
plementation of the program
for radical reconstruction of
the economy”, despite the
World Bank's message (widely
publicised by the official Polish
Press Agencyl that “Poles
should support the program of

reforms  presented to the
government, this is an historic
epportunity  for ' the Polish
peopia.”’

The prospect of an explo-
sion of resistance to austerity
programmes in Eastern Europe
15 a matter of serious concern
to Western leaders. Neal
Acherson's s0uUrces fear
““another Polish collapse and
revolt (which) could devastate
East-West relations, and, if
they led to a national uprising,
destroy Gorbachev's hopes of
reforming the Soviet Umon.”’

The American establish-
ment's token Pole, Zbigniew
Brezezinski, writing in the
International Herald Tribune,
sees five countries in Eastern
Europe (Poland, Romania,
Hungary, Czechoslovakia, and
Yugoslavia) as being in a
"classic prerevolutionary
situation’’.

While believing that
“‘gradual change in the region
is certainly desirable”, he
fears that a “‘large scale explo-
sion could have tragic conse-
quences”’. Against this
background, important sec-
tions of the Western ruling
classes are planning joint ac-
tion with the Gorbachev
leadership to manage the East
European crisis — and make a
few bob in the process.
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No restrictions on the 67

One hundred and [fifty
pro-choice activists mel
in London on April 16th
to discuss opposition to
David Alton’s Bill, which
secks to restrict the legal
time limit for abortions
from 28 to 18 weeks.

The FAB local groups’
meeting heard reports on the
legal and medical implica-
tions of any restrictions on
the 67 Act; held a series of
workshops on the trade
unions, the Labour Party,
and students; and discussed
future mobilisations of the
campaign in the run up (o
the third reading, which will
probably take place on May
6th,

T\m amendments haye hbeen
made on severe fetal abnormali-
1y and on rape to girls under 18
(see Briefing no. 60). Andrew
MacKay, Tory MP  for
Berkshire East, has laid down n
24-week amendment for the
report stage. This amendment
must be opposed,

Opponents of the Act in the
House appear to be capitulating
(0 @ mood of pessimism and are
preparing Lo eagage in risky tac-
tical manoeuvres, Lack of con-
fidence in our wbility 1o defeat
the Bill as n whole muy lead
them to opt for what they see¢ as
the best compromise.

This must be resisted, The Bill
can still be defeated as a whaole,
FARB locally and nationally must
mobilise to show our opposition
to any amendements which
restrict the '67 Act. This is re-
quired not only to defeat the
Bill, but to place the campaign
for reproductive rights in the
strongest possible position to
campaign after Alton.

Pettifor

One of the most important
discussions of the Conference
was ground the relationship bet-
ween FAB and the Labour Par-
ty. Ann Pettifor, representing
the Labour Women's Action
Committee (LWAC), put for-
ward the view that FAB as such
should neither demand a three
line whip on the Alton Bill,

Nor should it support the lob-
by of the NEC called by
Lambeth Against Alton snd
Women for Socialism to de-
mand that the Labour Party ¢n-
force its own policy in favour of
a woman's right to ‘choose. She
refused the support of LWAC
for the lobby. Briefing sup-
porters argued FAB should sup-
port the lobby,

Behind this debate lny dif-
ferent conceptions of the rela-
tionship between the working

MODEL

By Gill Lee
Labour Briefing Women

class and oppressed and the
Labour Party. Behind the
LWAC argument is the conceplt
that only those who hold in-
dividual membership of  the
Labour Party should be allowed
to comment on its policies or try
to change them, and that any
change wil come through a
fight inside the official
struclures.

The other view is that the
Labour Party, as the mass party
of the working class, must be
forced to respond to, and cam-
paign around, the demands of
the most oppressed.

Campaigns built to defend
the interests of the working class
and oppressed have a right and

- duty to do everything possible

1o force the Labour Party to
adopt policy in their support;
and when that policy has heen
adopted, to enforce it and
mobilise around it.

Fighting

This kind of pressure cannot
be exercised through the inter-
nal structures of the Labour
Party alone. When the Labour
Party has adopted policy in the
interests of the oppressed, on
lesbian and gay liberation, on
abortion, il has been as the
result of a mass movement of
the oppressed fighting for their
rights, as well as through inter-
nal pressure from resolutions,
elc,

Women have a right 1o expect
the Labour Party 1o defend and
extend their reproductive rights
and have a right to mobilise in
whatever way is necessary o
gain that support,

The need For external
pressure on the Labour Leader-
ship becomes even more impor-
mnt when the Labour Party has
official policy which it is doing
little to implement. The Labour
Party and trade union Leader-
ships have so far given only
token support (o the fight
against Alton. Reoy Hattersley
has said he is against all abor-
tions. Norman Willls was too
busy meeting Ronald Reagan on
January 215t to speak at the
FAB lobby of Parliament.

The TUC pave just £100 to
the costs of the Murch 19th
demonstration and  mohilised
very few of their members for
the demonstration. The Labour
Party NEC has failed to take the
most simple measure necessary
to defeat the Allon Bill:
dispense with the boys' club
Parliamentary Labour Party
standing orders and implement
a three line whip against the
Alton Bill.

RESOLUTION

This ...

veeess COndemns the investigation by Leigh CLP

into Leigh member Lesley Farringdon for “*bringing the
Party into disrepute™ because she has been campaigning
for her MP, Lawrence Cunliffe, to vote against the
Alton Bill in line with Party policy.
We call upon the NEC 1o instruct Leigh CLP to cease
the investigation into Lesley Farringdon and to make it
clear that membership of FAB, which is sponsored by
the Labour Party and by the NUM, Lawrence Cunliffe’s
sponsoring trade union, is not incompatible with
membership of the Labour Party.

We agreed to write to Lesley Farringdon to express our

support.

Contact FAB:
Wesley House,
.4 Wild Court,
London
WC2B 5AU

Jdane Connor

Vomen standing up for thew rights: FAB lobby of the House of Commons, January 21st 1988

Hull North

Supporters of FAB in Hull
have scored several
successes recently
against the pro-Alton
Labour MP for North Hull
and front bench

Reading!

Thursday May 5th; assemble ULU, Malet

Street, 6.30pm

Depending on the timetable in the House of
Lords, FAB will be organising another
national demonstration.

Future activities

Demonstrate against the Third

e

I.abolnr Paﬂrty ag

spokesperson on Northern
Ireland, Kevin
MacNamara.

At his own ward meeting
— which MacNamara was
present at, despite the fact

Co e

R

that it was budget day —
FAB and Briefing supporters
WOn 8 Narrow vote on two
resolutions of censure of
MacNamara for his role in
helping the Bill on the first
stages of its passage through
the Commons.

This was despite an

. attempted mobilisation of Life

supporters replete with the
usual literature. At the same
meeting Nora MacNamara,
the MP’s wife, was
mandated to vote for the
maotions of censure at the
next GC.

Several other wards passed
the two motions with more
substantial majorities and
some trade union branches
passed similar resolutions or
made financial donations to
FAB,

At the GC meeting itself

R

ainst Alton

By Hull Labour Briefing
supporters

both motions were carried by
a majority of two to one.
They were carried despite the
MP's warning that the
wording of the resolutions —
to instruct the MP which way
to vote on the next reading

— were in breach of
Parliamentary privilege,

It remains to be seen which
way MacNamara will actually
vote at the next reading of
the Bill — but the size of the
vote in his own constituency
shows that the left have
successfully taken up and
beaten the ideas of one of
Alton's most prominent
Labour supportets on his
“own ground”’.
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