This is ERIC HEFFER'S response to
the Labour Party policy review —
delivered as a speech in Liverpool on
May 21st.

The Labour Party NEC has now adopted
the draft reports of the Policy Review
Groups — including the one called A
Productive and Competitive Economy.

Unless this document is fundamentally
changed, | hope that Party Conference will re-
ject it. As it stands, it could easily have been
drawn up by a committee headed by Dr David

Owen.

It is a right wing, SDP document and, despite its
good points, even some Tories could accept it. | am
sure Ted Heath would find little wrong with it. Ne
wonder Dr Owen now says he could, under certain cir-
cumstances, rejoin the Labour Party!

This policy document is far more revisionist, and far
more right wing, than the similar one which caused so
much trouble in 1957. That document, after fierce
debate, was carried at Labour’s Conference by the
block votes of the big trade unions. Two years later,
Labour went down to defeat in a general election.

Let's take a closer look at the present document. it
says ‘“Labour’s aim is to develop a taleni-based

- AGAIN!

economy for the 1990s and beyond.” What exactly
does that mean?

Such a statement could have come straight out of a
Tory Manifesto. It is a series of words which add up to
nothing.

It goes on “The right balance must be struck bet-
ween what the market and those operating it can do for
themselves and the economy in the short run, and what
governmment can do to establish a framework in which
medium and longer-term responsibilities for invest-
ment, for improving competitiveness and for harness-
ing the new technology, can be sustained.”

This adds up to an abandonment of a socialist
strategy and a socialist objective for society. No
wonder Peter Walker could say recently that there is
now little difference between the Labour and Tory
parties.

Take, for example, the passage which talks of “‘fail-
ings (which) can only be tackled with a macro-economic
policy of steady expansion, competitive exchange
rates and low infiation.” This could surely have come
from the mouth of Mrs Thatcher herself.

The policy review talks of a “new partnership bet-
ween individual and society’’ and goes on to say, “It
will be the task of a Labour government to meet its
responsibilities, working with business and with the
community to ensure that investment is made,
technology is harmessed, economic development is
balanced and sustainable.”

That could have come straight out of an SLD policy
document. It underlines what | have already said in my
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TONY BENN, replying to Neil
Kinnock’s betrayal of
Labour’s defence policy,
says:

“This will come as no surprise to
any member of the Labour Party. Our
problem for a long time has not been
that we could not persuade the
electorate of the justice of our
disarmament policy — but that we

could not persuade our own

Leadership.

“Those who voted Labour last time
and now discover our policy is to be
reversed must wonder what would
happen if a Labour government had
been elected. How quickly would it
have dropped our disarmament
policy? What does the Labour Party
believe in?

“‘Until that question is resolved,
there is no prospect of a Labour
victory.”

PHOTO. Wayne Edginton
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Campaign Round-up

Interview with Viraj Mendis

Support the Uprising!
Solidarity now!

The Labour Movement
Campaign for Palestine
AGM had a special im-
portance this year.

We met as the Palesti-
nian Uprising has opened
up new possibilities in the
Middle East.

It has also put demands
on the solidarity move-
ment over here, and
created great openings for
campaigning work in this
country.

By Anna Wagstaff
LMCP

The AGM was an apportuni
ty to discuss what the LMCP
has achieved over the “'post
invasion years'' since It was

barn in the wake of the
Israel Invasion of the
LeSanon,

We also looked at how the
Campaign should gear itself up
to the tasks presented by the
Uprising.

On the plus side: the LMCP
has been mstrumental in
sharpening and crystallising
the shift in allegiances that
resulted from the invasion of
1982 and were exemplified by

types like Benn and Heffer
resigning  from  the Labour
Frends of israel,

Secular

Taking a clear anti-Zionist
position in support of a
democratic secular state, we
have managed to win sponsor-
ship from 15 Campaign Group
MPs and Ken Livingstone of
the Tribune Group. We have
qained affiliations from more
than 20 CLPs {including Bristol
South — the constituency of
Val Cocks, Chair of Labour
Friends of Israel].

In doing so, the cause of
Palestine — which was only a

few years ago regarded as a
right wing cause — has now
been firmly identified with the
left wing of the Party. Labour
Friends of Israel have been left

relying on unsavoury right
wingers such as Gerald
Kaufmann.

On the minus side: while the
last five years have seen an in-

crease in  sympathy and
political clanty within  the
British labour movemsant
regarding  the  Palestinian
struggle, the histeric indif

farence of the British left over
the issue, combined with the
downturn in the Palestinian
struggle itself, both cor-
tributed to  preventing this
general increase in sympathy
from being translated into
action.

This has meant that over the
past five years the Campaign
has been critically restricted
by the low number of commit
ted act:vists, This has not anly
limited what we have been
able to achieve in the Labour
Party, but also very sericusly
affected the work we have
been able to undertaka in the
trade union movement

Sympathy

The Uprising has not only
built upon the sympathy
droused by the invasion of the
Lebanon, but has alsa tran-
formed that sympathy into
something mare political, rais-
ng, as it does, questions that
touch the heart of the Zionist
state,

Recognising that conditions
for solidarity work have never
been as good as at present,
the AGM passed a number of
resolutions outlining the shape
of our work this coming year.

Briefly, these were:

® raise money for the LMCP
Uprising Fund to

al provide material
assistance to the Palestinians
of the occupied Territories to
prevent lsrael '‘starving them

out'’;

bl show political solidarity
with those groups — Palesti-
nian and Israeii — within Israel

raising maney for the Uprising;

@ begin raising the demand
for workers' sanctions aganst
Israel in selected areas;

®support the consumer
boycott initiated by the
General Union of Palestinian
Studants;

®send delegates and par-
ticipate in the initiatives of the
mienm joint  committee  for
Palesting;

®prioritise joint wark with
Black organisations ta build
support for the politics of the
campaign among black com-
munities, where feelings for
the Palestinian uprising have
been very strong.

®build on NALGO's dec
sion to break links with the
Histadrut by targetting other
unions in which to push this
demand and by inwiting the
NALGO Black Members Co-
ordinating Committee to joint
ly organise a fnnge mesting
around that demand at TUC
Conference.

® Work within and
Students for Palestine;

® Organise regular pickets
of the El Al office.

In addition to these resolu-
tions the AGM restressed the
importance of getting affilia-
tions from union branches and
CLPs, and particularly of get-
ting Palestine on the agenda of
this vyear's Labour Party
Conference.

The LMCP has the potential
for making great gains in the
year ahead. How much we ac
tually achieve depends
primarily on how many labour
movement activists are
prepared to get involved.

build

Local Contacts

London: Sue, 802 4991
Oxford: Andy, 0865 721637
Leeds: Shaun, 105a Harehills
Lane, Leeds LS8 4DN

for Palestine.

| |Vwe wish to join/affiliate to the Labour Movement Campaign

Membership costs £2.50, unwaged £1.00. Affiliation for
organisations £5.00.

Address. . 38 . AT sttt S P R TN L cp 5

Please return to:
The Secretary, BM LMCP, London WCITN-3XX.

Azanian People’s Organisation
Financial Appeal

tion here that this measura is a

The South African govern-
ment has once more
responded with an iron fist
in an attempt to erode and
silence the legitimate
resistance of the oppress-
ed and exploited people of
Azania.

On Faegruar, 24th 1988 the
apartheid restricted
and prohititee the  Azanisn
Peopie’'s  Organsaton, the
taren Luarge of *he Black Con
scigusness Yosemeant, and its
yauth wmng.  the Azanian
Youth Qraznisation, and 15
other nrgarisations from car
rying on antd perfarming 'any

T

activities or acls
whatsoever'’

These restnctions imposed
by the apartheid regme

amount to the virtual banning
of our activities, programmes
and plans amed at the
eradication of the apartheid
capritalist system

It 15 crystal clear that this
totalitarian measure 5 aimed
at the creation of a debberate
political vacuum in the black
cammurnity and tg throw into
disarray the liberatory efforts
of the Azanian massas,

It is also pertinent to men

continuation of Various
measures employed by the
apartheid regime since the im
position of the state of
emargency in 1985 and 1the
datention without trial of over
20,000 political activists.

All these measures collec-
tively have been calculated to
close all avenues of legitimate
and overt opposition ot the
system of apartheid,

We in the Azanian Pgoples
Organisation are convinced
that no amount of totalitanan
actions on the part of the apar
theid regime can destroy our
will for freedom and the crea
tion of a free anti-racist, ant
capitalist Azania.

We are presently consider
ing ways and means of ensur
ing that the resistance effort
of the masses maintains the

necessary continuity and
direction.

After consulting our legal
respresentatives . we  have

decided to challenge the
restrictions in the Surpreme
Court for both the Azanian
Peoples Organisation and the
Azanian Youth Organisation.

We will be lodging separate
applications for thase

arganisations, The estimated
cost on each application is
R40,000. We are requesting
you to consider giving us
financial assistance to lodge
thése applications as soon as
possibie.

May we kindly urge you to
give immediate attention to
our request. We arg sure you
are aware af the need for us to
act as promptly as the situa
tion demands

Al financial  contributions
and donations could be direct
ly deposited by you in one of
the follwing accounts:
®The Azanian
Orgarisation,  Fiest  National
Bank of SA, Aiken House
Branch, Cor. Kerk and Sim
monds S:ruut, Johannesbury.
Account no, 50001719271,
® Borman and Desai, Standard
Bank of South Africa Lud,
Johannesburg Branch, Ac
count no. DODO74306, NB:
this is a trust account held by
aur attorneys and if you
desposit any monies in this ac-
count, duly contact - the
Secretary General of AZAPO.

Yours in the struggle for a
tree Azania,

Haroon Patel,

Secretary General, AZAPO

Peoples

Vigil for Viraj Mendis

Fighting for my life!

VIRAJ MENDIS has been
in sanctuary since
December 20th 1986. For
more than 500 days a
church in Manchester has
been his protection
against the Home Office's
determination to deport
him to Sri Lanka —
which, according to
Amnesty International and
many others, might lead
to his assassination.
Viraj has now had his
final appeal. If he loses,
the Home Office wants to
send in the police to
arrest him. FINN JENSEN
asked Viraj on May 13th
what he expected from

the appeal.

| am on tnal for my life. But
if | left this church to attend
my trial | would be arrested
and deported!

Even my barrister was not
able to attend, because the
Home Office only gave us four
days notice — after nine mon
ths of waiting for this appeal!

We cannot use our most im-
portant material — recant
avents in Sri Lanka which pro
ve that it would be suicide for
me to go there.

Being a Sinhalese who sup
ports the Tamlls’ right to self
determination by whatever
means the Tamils find
necessary is a very risky thing
in Sri Lanka.

But my appeal in tha court
was only allowed to deal very
narrowly with what happened
at my last appeal a year ago.
We could not introduce new
evidence.

Taking this into account, It
went well. lan McDonald
agreed to take the case, at
four days notice, and did well
with the legal technicalities he
had to use.

But that is not enough. My
judicial review a year ago went
even better — and we lost. We
cannot pradict the outcome of
this appeal

Central to my case has
always been the political
aspect. We may win the legal
argument, but if the political
balance is against us, we will
losa.

But the political balance
might be better this time than
last. We are doing better than
ever at the moment, The
publicity is extremely
widespread. It has been on the
national nine o'clock news
twice and in the local news.
The Bishop of Manchester had
a letter in The Times today,
and there is a non-stop vigil
outside the church.

If the decision is against us
we will immediately apply for
leave to make a new appeal 1o
the House of Lords. But the
Home Office has made it clear
in the press that if my present
appeal goes against me they
are “‘not going to waste any
more time'' In deporting me.
That is theirr most explicit
statement yet.

So the next few weeks will
pe crucial. The vigil outsida
the church shows that local
people are very concernad
about the police entering the
church to deport me, Public
opinion, especially in Man:
chester, is on our side.

Last weekend we had visits
from the sanctuary movement
in Europe, A grouping in
Holland is trying to co-ordinate
the movement.

They had a meeting here in
the church in solidarity with
my sanctuary They
understood that if the British
Home Office could get away
with deporting me, it would be
the green light for ather Euro
pean governments to do
similar things,

My case is a test case. The
government knows that if |
win it will be the beginning of
a sanctuary mavement in Bri-
tain. They are willing to
sacrifice one life in order to
stop the sanctuary movement.

It would be usetul for mare
peaple to write to the Home
Office, asking them to give me

the right to stay, sending a
copy to the VMDC. But it is
equally important to write to
the United Nations High Com-
mission for Refugees

With the new Immigration
Act it will be almost impossi-
ble far so-called overstayers to
appeal on compassionate
grounds. More sanctuaries are
likely, because people facing
depaortation have no
alternativa,

The issue has politicised a
lot of people in the church.
They know that doing nothing
will be to side with the govern-
ment in deporting black peo-
ple. A big battle inside the
church, as well as that against
the Home Office, is likely.

The church has to take a
stand on a sharp issue like
racism, Support for the sanc-
tuary movement is growing in
the church — including, now,
the support of the Council of
Churches.

When | entered the sanc-
tuary it was agreed with
Father John that there would
be no violence in the church.
Whether such a condition Is
nght or not, it is important ta
stick to it for the sake of future
sanctuaries.

But what happens outside
the church is another matter
The people of the local area
will not accept the police
deporting & local citizen, If the
police tried, it could spark off a
riot. So my protection is not
the church building itself, but
the community.

Relevant addresses:

Viraj Mendis Defence
Campaign C/o North Hulme
Centre, Jackson Crescent,
Hulme, Manchester M15
5AL. 01 234 3168,

The Home Office Queen
Anne's Gate, London SW1
DAA,

United Nations High
Commission for Refugees 36
Westminster Palace Garden,
Artillery Road, London SW1P
1RR.

Viraj Mendis Demonstration

On May 28th 3,000
people took part in a
spirited march in
defence of Viraj Mendis
and against all racist
deportations and
immigration laws.

Black organisations
were reasonably well
represented, and there
were strong contingents
from women's liberation
groups, lesbian and gay
liberation groups, religious
organisations and also
anarcho-syndicalists,

But where was a visible
labour movement
contingent? Undoubtedly
there were many
individual trade unionists
and members of the

By Mark Shotter
Nottingham East CLP

Labour Party and far left
organisations on the
march. But Bristol West
Black Sections was the
only Labour Party banner,
and there were only two
union banners (one from
NALGO and one from the
Probation Officers union
NAPO).

With the result of
Viraj's final appeal due
any day now, we need to
mobilise maximum
pressure to dissuade the
Home Office from sending
the police into the
sanctuary to arrest and
deport him.

Comrades in and close
to Manchester should
try to get along to
the marches the VMDC
holds every Friday at
5.30pm from Picadilly
Gardens.

All comrades should
raise Viraj's case in labour
movement meetings and
take collections for
VMDC, who will send
speakers to any meetings.

VMDC have called a
national conference to
formulate the basis for a
national anti-deportations
campaign for July 30th.

Ring VMDC, get
delegated to the
Conference — and see
what you can do for Viraj
before then.

PHOTQ: Finn Jensen
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Editorial

The Price of Perestroika?

The pantomime in Moscow featuring Reagan and
Gorbachev seems to have yielded small results,
Perhaps niore important — for the future of
disarmament, and indeed the future of workers’
struggle worldwide — are the dramatic
developments inside Soviet society itself.

As the 19th Congress of the Soviet
Communist Party approaches, the struggle of
glasnost and perestroika has become more
intense, The exact make-up and relative strength
of the contending factions remains unknown {at
least from this distance).

It is, however, fairly clear that a
““‘conservative’’ grouping around Politburo
member Ligachev is contesting the speed of
Gorbachev'’s drive towards “‘openness’’ and
“restructuring’’. Boris Yeltsin, meanwhile, has
appeared on British television denouncing
Ligachev and calling on Gorbachev to remove
him.

Across the country, Communist Party
structures are being rent by a fierce struggle —
to elect delegates for or against Gorbachev. In
the Soviet Union, politics is re-emerging with a
vengeance,

What does it mean for Western socialists?
Gorbachev’'s perestroika proposals do imply
widespread ‘‘marketisation’’ of the economy. In
the short term, this must mean undermining
some of the basic gains of Soviet workers
cheap food, housing, and transport, and
guaranteed employment.

How will workers respond? In return for those
sacrifices, they are being offered an increase in

LABOUR — TANKE THE POWER!®

public openness and political freedom. But how
much? This is the question which worries many
Party bosses and local apparatchniks. Will forces
seeking radical democratisation emerge, and will
the iron grip of the Party be undermined by
glasnost?

The Congress proceedings will tell us a good
deal about the direction Soviet affairs will take
over the next few years. At least one thing is
clear. If Gorbachev wins, he will be on trial in
the eyes of most Party leaders. There are plenty
of old-style Brezhnevite bureaucrats waiting to
bring Gorbachev down if his reforms begin to
undercut their power and privileges,

Recent moves in both the Soviet
Union and Hungary towards openness and
political debate should be welcomed. They
remain a precondition for the emergence of a
genuine, independent workers’ movement,
which alone can defeat the Stalinist bureaucracy
and return to the international socialist ideals of
the October Revolution.

No “business unionism’’; no
“business party”’

When Eric Hammond organised scab labour to
break the strike at Wapping and helped send
5,000 print workers to the dole, the TUC
Leadership failed to bring him to heel. Even the
mildest, most ineffectual steps to discipline the
EETPU have been faced down by Hammond's
mixture of blackmail and bluff. The blackmail is

obvious: an open threat to split the trade union
movement. But it is also bluff — because the
last thing Hammond wants is a8 membership war
with TUC unions.

A socialist response to the EETPU's antics is
straightforward. First, there must be no
capitulation to scabbing. Unity is vital, but unity
purchased at the price of basic trade union
rights and effectiveness is worthless. If
Hammond organises a split, then so be it.

Second, if the EETPU does vote to leave the
TUC, then TUC-affiliated unions should
immediately organise an all-out membership war,
EETPU members should be recruited to TUC
unions — and this should be supported, and
indeed organised, by the EETPU left wing.

Third, Hammond's outfit cannot be allowed to
remain affiliated to the Labour Party, Neil
Kinnock may like to lean on Hammond's bloc
vote at Conference (especially when he gets
round to jettisoning nuclear disarmament policy)
but the presence of a scab, non-TUC, company
union inside the Labour Party should be ne more
acceptable than scab, anti-trade union, capitalist
policies.

The Policy Review document on A Productive
and Competitive Economy suggests state
collaboration — ‘‘concerted action”’ with
“firms, the CBI, trade associations and
chambers of commerce'’ and fails even to
mention collaboration with unions, let alone
workers’ control over industry.

This is the politics of EETPU-style business
unionism-at the heart of Kinnock's attack on
socialist ideas.

Labour Party Policy Review

The time to fight for
unilateralism is now!

As the Labour Party
NEC poured over the
draft reports of the policy
review commiltees, where
did it find defence and
disarmament policy?

It was hidden in the work
of the committee with the
grand, and faintly colonial,
title Britain and the World!

‘*Hidden' is an apt word,
for there is practically no
sign of the Labour Party’s
policy anywhere to be seen.

By JOY HURCOMBE

Just one paragraph is
devoted 1o defence. It reads:

“Labour welcomes ihe
INF Treaty and the quicken-
ing pace i arms reduction
negotiations  between the
super-powers., A Strategic
Arms Reduction Treaty will
have an impact on the Tri-
dent programme."’

You can almost feel the
sigh of relief from the
members of that committee
as they threw aside all the
documents sent in (o them
relating to disaramament
policy, They must have been
eternally grateful to Reagan
and Gorbachev for timing
their talks so conveniently!

The INF talks and a
changing international situa-
tion were used earlier as an

excuse for postponing any
further review of Party
policy. This review will now
take place in 1989,

So what are (he
reasons for the delay?

Could it be thar the
Labour Leaders want to
throw away our commit-
ment o abandon all nuclear
weapons? Are they waiting
for opposition to the water-
ing down of other policies (o
subside before they go lor
the jugular?

Will they try, once again,
to silence debate by the call
1o “‘unity™? A vear nearer
the general election gives
them more credibility for
this tactic.

Knowing how much we
have béen forced to concede
in the past has made many
Party members cynical of
the way the Labour Leader-
ship operates on the key
issue of unilateral nuclear
disarmament, This time is
no exception.,

There is absolutely no
reason for the policy review
on defence and disarma-
ment. Time and again Party
Conference has reaffirmed
unilateral nuclear disarma-
ment. Despite behind-the-
scenes manoeuvres to wreck
the vote, Conference has,
time and again, voted over-
whelmingly for the

real

unilateralist resolution.

Conference, not the
Labour Leadership, reflects
the will of the membership
not (o be sold out on this
single issue.

The problem is that the
Labour Leaders fail to listen
1o Conference and in fac
they have never campaigned
on the policy in a forceful
and determined way.

The glossy material pro-
duced last time, A Modern
Britain in ¢ Modern World,
with its Union Jack imagery.
was not only deeply offen-
sive bul was also weak on
commitments to get rid of all
nuclear weapons.

It tried 10 portray our Par-
ty as the Party of real
defence, with a greater in-
terest in increasing the con-
ventional defence budget
than the Tories!

It looks as if they will try
these rtactics again, despite
the way that the electorare
did not fall for them.
Rumour has it that when the
tinal report is written, it will
ditch unilateral  nuclear
disarmament because ‘‘the
world has moved on since we
made that commitment, '

High conventional
defence spending, total com-
mitment to NATO and to
the NATO nuclear umbrella,

and movements towards
greater European co-
operation through the EEC
may feature in place of our
present policy. Who knows,
perhaps even Trident will be
used for negotiating a place
at disarmament talks.

The fact that the policy
review has been put ofl for
another vear could be used
to our advantage. At this
year's Conferente we can
challenge the whole idea of
the policy review.

We can send in resolutions
that once again reaffirm our
policy of the unconditional
removal  of  all  nuclear
weapons and bases, We can
call for leaving NATO and
for the direction of money
from nuclear weapons 1o
jobs, schools and the health
seryice,

We can vote for Leaders
who have a proven historn
ol support tor unilateral
nuclear disarmament, We
can challenge the idea in the
dratt report of the policy
review that  our policies
should be altered to fit in
with the superpowers’ State
of the Game.

Labour CND has produc-
e draft resolutions for Con-
ference (see Briefing no. 63).
Please let your branch and
CLP know how important
they are,

Alf Dubs MP and CND members surround Wandsworth Council
to protest at Tories ' support for Civil Nuclear Defence. Perhaps
the next political gathering we should be surrounding is Labour
Party Conference 1988 - to keep Labour's piedge to

unifateralism!

AN if o prove that we can
nol be complacent, Neil Kin-
nock  has outstripped  the
Policy Review, and ftor 1he
First (me Come oul duinnst
unilateral disarmament
calling it a “‘something lor
nothing'” policy, In response
0 Ken Livingstone's e
mand that he reassert Panns
Policy. Kinnock referred o
anilateralism  as  a mere

incantation™,
We can onhl
words  of  Erid Helters
“Fight, hght o and  lighe
again', We wen’t Lo Neil
Kinnock get awuy with it
and wreck the Pty by tak-
ing away this Tundamenial
socialist policy. The time 10
fight  for unilateralism i
non !

echo  the
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Trade Union Briefing

Norman and Eric square up for a fight:

Bring down Hammond em

Although a fudge is
always on the cards at
Congress House, there is
now a real possibility that
Eri¢c Hammond's EETPU
could be suspended. or
even expelled, from the
ranks of the TUC.

On Tuesday Max Uih the
EETPU refused to accept a
TUC directive requiring it to
withdraw from (wo single-
union no-strike deals,

By Alan Thornett
Trade Union Briefing

One had been signed with
the Japanese electronivs firm

Orion, near Port lalbor.
and the other with the
haulage firm Cristian

Salvesen, based in
Warrington,

The EETPU called on s
130,000 members 1o endorse its
decision, and decided to hallol
them

It also refused (o appear
from of the TLC Gengral
Counei! 1o be formally censured
tor breaching a previous TUC
directine .IHN"' qing 4 nol 10
organise O1 recruir mer i
al  Rupert  Murdoch’s  News
International plant a1 Wapping,

Norman Willis has fougha
tong and hard to avoid such
disciplinary agtion against the
EETPU but decided in the end
Lo suppor: a “strong ¢ensure’
1o head ofY expulsion calls from
the print unions,

When the AEU signed a
single-unton deal for the pro-
posed Ford plant in Dundee,
W illis defended Bill Jordan, ac-
cepted  the pringiple of  the
agreement, and even flew to
Detroit to iy o get Ford
management 1¢ accepr i,

The Orion and Salveson

cals, however, are a bit more
ditticull tor Willis, Thev invohe
the imposition of new deals into
tupetiomng  warkphiaces where
other trade unions already exist,

I each vase, these deais were
signed over the heads of 1he ex-
isting - trade  unions.  Those
unions have protested strongly
1 the TUC, and Willis is now
responding to this pressure.

Fhus the TUC finds itself
with & duel position over single-
union no-sirike deals, Thev are
nol  acceptable in existing
workplaces where other umons
are alreads organised, but they
are  accepiabic on pew,  or
Sureenticld’’, sives.

The TUC Special Review
Bods 1= curremly discussing a
proposed cesde ol conduct to
regulaté  #e introdation of
single-union Pl o ekt has
vet heen nroduoed,

Would

As the Tories
dismember local govern-
ment, the NALGO
leadership sits on its
hands, allowing the car-
nage to go on and on.

By Fred Leplat
ILEA NALGO
Conference delegate

This year, there have
been massive cuts in jobs
and services as rate-
capping has squeezed
Council budgets and the
escape hatch of financial
creativity has been shut.

With the new Local
Government, Education

[LC officials are keen IQ
redch accommaodation with the
A\FL leaders, whe have already
said ey owill oo aceept
amvthing  which resiricts  thein
right 0 enrer  inte such
.'.;.'I‘L‘L".'.'.t".'l:\

Suspanshon ar even expulision
of aniens from the TUC isnot a
mew thing in Britain, A oumbet
ol unions were suspended n the
carly 19705, tor example, for
registering under the [ndustrial
Relations Act. But the expulsion
af the EETPL would represent
a decisive break,

ke EETPL {along with rhe
L DA, and 10 a lesser extent the
AEL) i¢ spearheading  the
development in Britain of US-
stvle business unionism.  The
hallmark of business unionism
is not just right wing policies but
a qualitatively different rela-
tinnship 1o the employers.

This shows itself most clearly
i1v willingness 10 join- directly
with employers to destroy other
rrade union struciuses

A split in the TUC is
therefore not only a real
possibility, but also a necessary
development if the rade union

Tuffin

movement is to be defended,
lzue. i1 could be the end of a
umtary trade union federation
it Britain., which has been a
tstoric advantage lor the work-
ing class. But there are higher
issues at sinke.

U niry cannot be purchased at
any price, The cost of unity with
Hammond is the continved drift
of the TUC towards the right
wing policies of the EETPU and
the continued undermining of
ather rade unions.

This is shown by Hammond's
actions even whilst these things
are¢ being debated inside the
TUC. The EETPU has conclud
ed an agreement with a consor-
tium of construction companies
to train workers for the London
Docklands Development pro-
ject. The EETPU will saon be
rrades

moving into  building
such as  bricklaving and
plastering!

Even Alan Tuffin called for
the EFTPLU to be expelled from
the TUC when speaking at the
UCW conference last week.

For Hamond, leaving the
TUC is still a difficult option,
Once outside the TUC, the

UCW Conference

EETPU will be outside the
Bridlington Agreement (which
outlaws the poaching of
members by affiliated unions)
and would be vulnerable 10
recruiting campaigns by other
Unomns.

EETPU members in many
workplaces would join TUC
unions and breakaways into
other unions would, quite right-
ly, be arganised from within the
EETPU itself,

The EETPU would be
isolated and would seek to unite
with organisations like the
UDM and the RCN, The AEU
is likely to stay inside the TUC;!

its membership is too vulnerable |

to unions like the TGWU.
This isolation should be com-
pounded by the disaffiliation of

the union from the Labour Par- ¢
ty as well. It is a scandal that ¢

Michagl Meacher has already
said that he would be opposed
to such a move,

This year’s Labour Party
Conference needs to  debate
these issues and take a clear
stand against business
UNIOnISm.

lightly toasted

At its annual Conflerence
in Bournemouth, the
Union of Communica-
tion Workers® member-
ship scored a number of
paper victories.

The union is now commit-
ted to obtaining annual
screening for cervical cancer
for all women members in
the Post Office.

By Billy Carron

It is prepared to take in-
dustrial action should any
<erious steps be taken
‘owards privatisation of the
Post Office, and in defence
of the NHS.,

It has also alfirmed its op-
position to share ownership —
A important delear for General
Sooretary  Alan Tuffin, 2

pioneer of new realism and pro-
pagandist ol employee share
ownership schemes.

Tuffin also suffered a motion
of censure against the Executive
Council’s Postal Group
Management Committee the
commitiee  responsible:  for
negotiating last year's defeat on
the shorter working week,

But the realisation and im-
plementation of these policies is
down to the [eadership. A gou-
ple of gquotes from Tuffin will
give an idea of that Leadership.

On Thatcherism, he said in
his opening address: “How dis-
tant from the Tories of the 605,
who ar least had some
understanding and
compassion.”’

The Executive invired
Princess Anne to address the
conference — to speak about
the Save the Children Fund.

Presenting her with a pen,
Tuffin confidéd that he hoped
that when she used it 1o dial a
phone number it would remind

ner of the Telecom side of the
union’s work, and that when
she wrote a letter with it that she
would be reminded of the postal

“sitde of the union's work.

Despite the motions of cen-
sure. both Tuffin and the Ex-
ecutive survived motions of no
confidence. They also defeated
a motion calling for a ballot of
the branches to decide for
whom the union would vote in
the Labour Party Leadership
elections,

The Conference ratified the
Executive's decision o supporl
Kinnock and Hattersley — a
manoeuvre which received con-
siderable support from Scottish
and Welsh branches.

The result of the Conference
is that the l.eadership has had
some consiraints placed on its
headlong drive towards new
realism. But in a year in which it
has presided over some of the
worst debacles of recent years
and angered just abour every
one of the members, its authori-
ty remains intact,

i Cookson

NALGO Conference preview
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Where now, Norman?

UCW vote on overtime

By 70,000 to 50,000
postal workers have voted
to reject a proposal to
change overtime rates.

It sought to introduce
weekday overtime on a
single rate, and to remove
double-time pay for week-
day overtime of 13 hours
or more.

By a Reading UCW
member

It also proposed to raise
slightly the rate for what is
known as ‘‘scheduled’’ over-
time li.e. allocated to a par-
ticular worker on a guaranteed
basis).

Many postal workers under
take a great deal of overtime in
order to earn a living wage,
especially in the south, where
costs are high. With this new
agreement, the UCW leaders
were once again selling the
members short.

In the face of a determined
offensive by the Post Office
Board they have all but sur-
rendered. They had previously
concluded what they saw as
an ““historic agreement’’ with
the Post Office and thereby
forestalled industrial action
last Christmas,

A three hour reduction in the
working week was the original

claim, In the end, that agree-
ment gave us a one and a half
hour reduction, phased in by
November 19889, together
with replacement of the ex-
isting bonus scheme, which
will lead to reductions for
same but small increases for
others, plus talks about a five
day week and restructuring of
some overtime levels,

The agreement received
narrow approval in a ballot,
but was clearly seen by many
members as an attempt to
avert industrial action by 'the
leadership, which has shown a
marked refluctance to give any
xind of lead.

This was despite the fact
that they had been instructed
to seek the reduction in hours
and also to put any offer to a
recalled confegrence, This they
did not do,

But this latest vote against
the new proposals shows
what the members feel about
the Leadership. It shows they
are prepared to fight despite
previous sell-outs,

The last year has seen unof-
ficial strikes at their highest
level ever.

The message from the rank
and file is clear: provide a lead
for our union or we will replace
you with a fighting Leadership
which is prepared to stand up
for the UCW membership
against the Post Office
management’s attacks,

ou buy a used strategy from this Daly?

Reform and Housing Acts
coming into force, local
services will be transform-
ed - if they are still there
at all.

NALGO ought to be moun-
ting some sort of campaign to
protect its half million
members in local governmeant.

Apart from the '"Put Peaple
First'' and the ''"Make People
Matter’” campaigns (notable
for their falure to achieve
anything at all), there have
been no initiatives whatsoever
from the leadership to back
branches fighting cuts in jobs
and services

Even in Westminstar, where
the Tory Council is intreducing
privatisation and other attacks
aven before the new Acts, the
NALGO leadership has been
natable for its inactivity lapart
from getting pictures taken on
3 local lobby)

To be fair, they have tried to
get an agreement with the
Labour-run  Association  of
London Authorities to protect
members, f possible, from
compulsory redundancies and
other nasty effects of the
cuts.

But the ALA turmed down
NALGO's offer, After all, Lon-
don Labour Councils have
been able to get rid of some
20,000 jobs in London,
change working conditions,
and reduce union facilities
without the help of General
Secretary John Daly

In fact, Labour Counciis
such as Camden have found
great friends in the courts and
have used Tory trade union
laws uhilaterally ta change
staff contracts and intimidate
union members.

Can NALGO members now
reasonably expect that there
will be a review of the union's

useless strategy, and a return
to the successful campaigns
of industrial action? The
answer is — yes and no!

There will be a review, buz
only to chuck out the existing
strategy of encouraging bran
ches to take all-out strike ac-
tion against cuts and redun-
dancies, backed by a national
levy. The nationzl Leadership
(Jim White, Keith Sonnett,
ate.) have cynically refused to
mplament this since it was
adopted in 1981

On other issues, the NALGO
Leadership is also taking the
line of least resistance and the
(now wvery dentedl dented
shield

® It tried to keep resolutions
referring to resisting Section
28 and defending victimised
lesbian and gay members off
the agenda.

eIt is now meeting - the
Department of Education and

Scienca to smooth through
the abolition of the ILEA.

@it will not propaose non-co
operation with registration or
collection of of the Poll Tax.

The Leadership convened a
working party to produce a
report on positive action in the
union, then chose to ignore its
proposals and produce its
own,

Although still using the
words ‘‘positive action’’, the

NEC report proposes that
representation of black,
women, lesbian, gay and

disabled members on the NEC
should be through the Districts
and not through the self-
organised groups,

This year’s NEC election,
carried out by postal ballot,
has resulted in the election of
some additional left-wingers
such as Ivan Beavis (District
Secretary and Morning Star
supparter] and Rita Donaghy

{currently president! in Lon-
don. This is due more to a drop
in support for the right than an
increase in support for the left.

However, It could provide
an opportunity for the left to
take the initiative against naw
realism and reassert the
necessity of campaigns of na-
tional industrial action, This
conference will show whether
these new NEC members are
prepared to take this step.

Finally, there is one very im-
portant question that NALGO
members want 10 have
answered. Wil the NALGO
General Secretary John Daly
say anthing at all at this year’s
Conference?

If he does not, it will be the
fourth Conference in & row he
has sat on the platform with
his mouth shut!

What does he do for the
£40,000 a year he gets from
our dues?
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Trade Union Briefing

Come down
and support

the

seafarers!

BECKY SAWBRIDGE, a
P&O stewardess involved
in the current strike,
spoke to PETE COOPER
about the dispute.

| used ta work on the P&0
European Trader which
caught fire a few weeks ago

At that time it was owned
by Townsend Thoressen and
the staffing levels used to be
about 24. At the time of the
fire it was 42! But they !
weren't experienced, A lot of
them hadn’t any sea time, or
only seasonal sea time.

fhe fire on the Trader was
a carbon capy of the fire on
the Sealink faerry just two
weeks befare. In bath cases
fuel pipes burst in the engine
room.

This to any ordinary
seafarer would have been
lngical, bearing in mind that
the ships had been idle during
our dispute and then brought
back into service.

When an engine has been
idle for @ while it reguires a
thorough checkover and it
seems that this hadn’'t been
done. In both cases the fires
were put out by the sprinkler
systems but not before
one sealarer died on the
Sealink ferry.

None of the ships are
sailing to thair full quota
They are having extreme
difficulty in finding people
with the right sart of
axperience, P&0 are pushing
crews from ship to ship and
n my view it is unsafe to do
this.

It takes you a good few
weeks to get used to any
ship. In an emergency
situation a crew 1s your most
important piece of
equipment

We've got no friends when
it comes Lo the courts, so
why nat let them keep the
money? The NUS leadership
shauld be looking after its
people, not trotting up to the
caurt every day.

There has been no
intimidation or scuffles on the
picket line, and members
have even been down there

Model Resolution

Becky Sawbridge addresses
North London Socialist
Conference

with their kids. So it's
nonsense to talk about
violence and intmidation
just an example of them
seeking to braak us.

Last Thursday, May 27th,
at a mass meeting, the
union’'s lawyer and Tony
Mcgregor (the NUS Deputy
General Secretary) told us to
accept just six pickets on the
hine.

They had a thousand
strikers shouting them down,
As far as we're concerned
our mass demonstrations and
pickets will ge on. We're
fighting for the right to have
2 unvon which works for us

The women’'s support
groups have been the
packbone of the strike from
its beginning. We've had a
tatal of £200 each from the
NUS, The first £50 was after
B weeks on strike

The support groups are run
tatally independently of the
union, Thay are composed of
seafarers, stewardesses and
strikers’ families. We make
sure that everyone gets at
least oné meal a day.

Come down and support us

especially at weekends!
Make a day of it!

We're fighting for the right
to have a uniaon which speaks
for us,

It's

Employment rights for Part-time
workers/Repeal of Wages Act

Given that one in five British warkers are employad on a part
time basis — a majority of these being women with children

constituting an underclass of cheap and disposable labour, and
that weakening employment rights for part-time workers has
been 2 key tactic in the government’s drive to deregulate the

labour market:

This Conference calls on all trade unions, Labour MPs, Euro
MPs and Labour Authorities to support the EEC Directive on
part-time work and initiate a campaign against the govern
ment’s attempts to deregulate the labour market and strip part
time workers of their basic employment rights.

We beliave that such a campaign must also demand employ-
ment protection for part-time workers employed for less than
16 hours per week against unfair dismissal, and the entitle-
ment of all part-timers to redundancy pay, matermity leave, ac
cess to pension funds, job security, etc., just as any full-time

employee would receive.

We believe that such a campaign must also be directed
against the government's plans to raise the minimum number
of hours part-timers must work before they are entitled to
benefits to 20 hours per week, resulting in some 300,000
women lasing their employment rights under the existing law

We believe that, while pointing out that job creation does not
necessarily mean the erosion of job security, such a campaign
must urge any future Labour government to repeal the 1986
Wages Act whieh abolished the nght to unsocial hours
payments, paid holidays and overtime pay for workers in low
paid sectors, and any future acts which seek to undermine the
rights of part-time workers, to be replaced by legislation that
strengthens and extends the rights of part-time workers,
abolishing, as far as possible, qualifying periods of employmant
and hours of work as prerequisites to receiving basic employ

ment rights.

Remember to let the Briefing office (01 733 7016)
know which resolutions your CLP has passed, etc.
Please also send in model amendments to PO Box 457,

London SW2 5UZ.
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— financial, moral,
physical, political!

With the NUS backing
down over national strike
action, and the courts
piling on the pressure,
Dover P&O strikers are
appealing to the labour
movement for sustained
support. MATTHEW
JONES of Coventry
Labour Briefing,
interviewed MARK
WILLIAMS — a striker
working with the Deal
Women’s Support Group.

g

How are you organising suppori
for the strikers in and around
Dover?

We've followed the miners' ex-
ample. We've set up six
Women’s Support  Groups,
which help feed the strikers, run
the kitchens, and go all over the
country raising funds.

Deal Women's  Support
Group were lucky. We were first
off the ground and have had a
lot of advice from the miners.
They've provided the Deal
Welfare Club and also Magness
House (Kent NUM HQ} as well
as a very substantial financial
start.

We've had a lot of advice
over the sequestration; the Sup-

Defend

On Friday May 27th, a
mass meeting of 1,000

Dover seafarers voted
unanimously to reject an
appeal from the NUS

leadership to end mass
picketing of the Dover
Eastern Dock and thereby
clear the way for an ending
to the sequestration of the
union’s funds.

With Sam McCluskie now in
hospital, the NUS Deputy
Geneal Secretary made the
futile appeal — explaining that
the judge had refused to lift
the sequestration order whilst

port Group trustees are nothing
{0 do with the NUS, so we have
avoided sequestration.

After they froze the union’s
funds, the Midland Bank tried
to freeze the WSG funds, We
threatened to take it to the
press, and they backed off and
gave us our money. A small vic-
tory for us!

What’s your view of the history
of the dispute?
We all thought during the few
weeks of national strike action
we were coming very close 1o
victory. When Sam McCluskie
withdrew the secondary action it
was a bitter disappointment.
The only way we can sce
ourselves winning i through
secondary action, which is now
deemed illegal.
You want further action by
other ports?
Yes, of course. This commercial
war against P&O just won't
work. P&Q are a very large
company, on¢ of the top 60 in
Europe, with a lot of sub-
sidiaries and they can pull
money from anywhere, It just
wouldn’t be possible 1o boycott
all P&O's subsidiaries.

Have you had any solidarity
from the dockers or from the
unions in France?

the right to

By Alan Thornett
Trade Union Briefing

mass picketing continued,

In an unprecedented move,
the High Court ruled that the
picket must be restricted to six
people — not just six talking to
those going in, but any six in
the vicinity of the gate! The
figure of six had previously
been a police guideline
{originally a TUC guideline}.

The ruling has in effect
created a new law which
severely restricts the right to
picket. None of the Wapping
pickets, for example, would

French dockers have met the
union and we hope they'll take
some action in the form of
lightning strikes. The dockers
this side of the Channel in
Dover are not being helpful,
though the dockers in Hull are
right behind us.

The dockers in Dover have
got a policy which says they will
tic up any ship, union or non-
union, as long as it's got British
labour on board — which is a
bit of a Kick in the stomach for
us.

What's been the response of the
TGWLU to that?
The TGWU have held a secret
ballot of their dockers but it's
been locked away without being
counted — a really secrer ballot!
The TGWU are a large union
with a lot of money. Obviously
they don’t want 1o lose that
money and are not willing 1o
stick their necks out for us,

What sort of support are you
looking for and what sorl of
support have vou had outside
Dover?
We're looking for financial sup-
part, obviously, but also moral
support, After the parional ac-
tion was lifted, morale bit an
all-time low in Dover. We feel
we're On Our Own again.

We need support of all Kinds

have been legal under this

ruling.
The decision of the mass
meeting to defy this in

tolerable judgement is a boost

for the whole labour
movement,
The stand taken by the

Dover strikers means that se
questration will continue
and that they must now look
to rest of the labour move
ment for their basic means of
survival,

The right to picket is ap
essential part of the right to
strike. The initiatives taken at
Dover to defend this right
should be widely supported.

— financial, moral, physical
and political — because it's not
just a fight against P&O, it's a
fight aeainst the Tories, the
employers, and eversthing
they've done

The response fram round the
country so far has been veny

good, but we need more. The
children are suffering most.
because  they don’t  really

understand why they can’s have
any pocket maney or anything,

You're asking for things like
toys and clothes as well as
money?

Things like toys and clothes and
disposable nappies and so on —
because they really do cost a
fortune, During a struggle
they're a bit of a luxury, really.

Are you prepared Lo (ry 10 reim-
pose secondary action
vourselves?

If this commercial war docese'|
work, we're definitely going 1o
have to do something, because
otherwise we’ll just be forgo
ten. It would be another
Wapping.

Would you be in favour of pull-
ing out the other poris if you
could?

Certainly, that's the general
feeling in Dover. [t's the only
way we're going to be able 1o
win.

What

Dover?
Apart from the policing of the
picket line, they're also follow-
ing people home and stopping
them in the street, They're ask-
ing questions liké where have
they been, why they've been
there, and where are they going.

They've got 10 the stage of
tapping the phones, which
we've come across before dur-
ing the miners’ sirike,

Magness House played a big
part in that as well. The police
have a job 1o do, but they seem
to be using their powers vver
andd above anvehing clse that
they've done before, They are
intimidating us a greai deal, and
greatly outnumber us on the
picket lines.

about the police in
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PROTAS, Wayn

Why so defensive, Neil? Why not (ke

Brave Bryan, laughing 8l the way to the Stock Market?

A poor attempt
at stealing

Thatcher’s clothes

The Labour Party's long
awaited Policy Review
has turned out to be a
squalid and disreputable
exercise — ‘‘the socialist
sell-out of the century'’
according to  Dennis
Skinner.

Tony Benn has described
the papers as:

“superficial and shallow
in their analysis, extremely
weak and vague in their
remedies. They point un-
mistakeably towards the ac-
ceptance of many of the
changes made by the Tories
since they have been in
power.'’

By Paula Watson
Westminster South CLP

The kKey report is the one pro-
duced by Bryan Gould’s group
o A Productive and Com-
petitive Economy. [1s answer (o
the looming crisis of the 1990s is
te abandon socialism in favour
of a modified form of Thai-
cherism. The market is all.

Having accepted rthe limita-
tions of the strategies of
previous Labour governments,
Gould’s document, although it
mentions the need for lower in-
terest and exchange rates, large-
Iy opis  for  supply-side
economics,

The market, we are told, can
“‘spur competition, stimulate in-
novation and widen consumer
choice.'' This analysis ignores
the fact that the market tends (o
provide consumer chaice on in-
essentials, not necessities (jobs,
houses, schools and hospitals).

The desire for profil as often
stifles as stimulates innovation,
and is as likely to lead to
monopoly as competition, while
comperition itself is vsually a
harsh and wasteful means of
regulation,

To correct the market’s
tendency to neglect long-term
investment, training, research
and development, something
called the Medium Term
Industrial Strategy has been
devised in which *‘government
agencies and Local Authorities
work in partnership with firms,
the CBI, trade associations and
chambers of commerce 5o that
the process of policy-making

and indusirial development is
one of concerted action, "’

This is in line with the ideas of
that well-known leftic Michacl
Heselting, and is slightly less
radical than the tripartite
(government, CBI, TUC)
system of the Wilson and Heath
years, in that it leaves out one of
the partners — the trade unions!

The second instrument of
government intervention will be
the Public Interest Company.

These companies will be
privately-owned but subject to
government regulation.

Presumably the privatised
public utilities will be converted
into this type of operation. All
experience has shown that in a
capitalist market such attempts
are doomed to failure, since
regulation inevitably conflicts
with the market discipline of
profit,

Even on its own terms this
paper is fudged and dishonest,
Any attempt (o intervene in the
supply side to secure greater in-
vestment  must  ental  some
switch from private commodity
consumption.

This ¢can only be achieved, in
an economy where profit is
paramount, by a heavy increase
in taxation, or an incomes
policy, or both. On this the
document maintains a discreet
silence.

The paper on Economic
Equality is, if anything, cven
worse. Every issue has been
dodged.

Recognising the damage done
in the last election campaign by
the muddie over taxation, the
document makes no com-
mitments except to promise an
increase in the number of tax
bands. of which the lowest will
be below 25% and the highest
no mare than 60%u (no punitive
taxation of the rich here!), The
thorny problem of mortgage tax
relief is avoided.

For the rest there is an
unspecified commitment o in-
troduce a minimum wage and a
meaningless promise to “‘end
poverty”' — although not in the
tifetime of one Parliament!

This is fraudulent, Present
low rates of tax are only possi-
ble because of the revenues
from privatisation and North
Sea oil and the massive cuts in
public expenditure. AS the first
two of these run out, a Labour
government could not provide
increased benefits and public

spending  without  increased
taxation.

The electorate knows this.
Since such rises would be
politically unacceptable, a Kin-
nock administration would find
itsell in a 1976 situtation, forced
to make ever more draconian
cuts in public spending.

The anly way to cut this Gor-
dian knot is to fake control of
capital, Only when the wealth of
the City of London is at the
disposal of a socialist govern-
ment will it be possible (o com-
bine high public spending with
low taxation.

I'he third of the economic
documents People at Work is a
shameless attempt to hide the
facr that the present Leadership
has no intention of dismantling
the Tory anti-union legislation.

The Tory requirement for
sirike  ballots is  accepred
outright, while everything else
— the right to sirike without
fear of dismissal, the right 16
take secondary action, and 1o
organise effective picketing —
has been deferred for future
consideration ar some
unspecified time (like never!).

All we are promised is the
right for employees 1o elect
representatives  to  forums,
which will play a part (not a big
one, | suspect) in decisions on
the working environment (the
colour of the paint?).

These forums are warrving.
By undermining the role of the
unions, they could lead to the
by-passing of collective bargain-
ing procedures and the eventual
breakdown of national
agreements (exactly what That-
cher has been hoping for).

The unions will have no real
power over important comnany
decisions, because, as the paper
informs us, workers laci. “‘the
expertise (o scrutinise corporale
plans'’. Management will be
strengthened at the expense of
workers — just what the market
ordered!

Consumers and the Com-
munily is a confusing docu-
ment, which makes a rather
unhappy attemprt 1o colonise
same af Thatcher's vocabulary,

I1s 1alk of the community and
community action (left caretully
undefined) tries 1o make
palatable its enthusiastic en-
dorsement of consumerism. s
attempt 1o cobble up some
safeguards for the private sector
consumer and 1o create a new

“enterprise culture'' in the
public area only re-enforces the

« strength of its commitment to

the market.

The Physical and Social En-
vironment is a rather funny
paper which seems aimed more
at Prince Charles than the work-
ing class.

[ts expressed intention is o
give people new ways of becom-
ing involved 'in the design of
their environment'' through
open, democratic planning, Un-
fortunately, the areas over
which this planning is o hold
sway are remarkably lhimited
{mainly safety and cleanliness
on cstates and streets).

Nuclear power is apparently
to remain with us, No action is
suggested on acid rain, in-
dustrial and chemical pollution
of earth, sea and sky or our parl
in causing ecological disasters in
the third world,

Of course, in a market, plan-
ning has to be restricted —
otherwise, it may infringe on the
prerogatives of capital,

Democracy for the Individual
and the Consumer, produced by
Roy Hattersley's group, is a
timid and conservative affair, [t
makes no attempt to suggest
how the present undemocratic
British state can be transformed
into a genuine democracy.

But even within its general ac-
ceptance of the present institu-
tional framework, no mention is
made of the House of Lords,
the excessive powers of the
Prime Minister, the use of
patronage and-Jobbying, and
the inadequate representation of
women and ethnic minorities.
Nor arc there any suggestions
for restoring and extending the
powers of local goverament.

Instead we get a handful of
suggested reforms in the area of
civil rights, such as a Freedom
of Information Act (we have
heard that before); reform (not
repeal) of Secrion Twao of the
Official Secrets Acr; a Ministry
for Women; and repeal of Sec-
tion 28 of the Local Govern-
ment Act 1988,

Welcome as these reforms
would be, the basic problems re-
main untouched,

The whole review, with its
cynical contempt for the Party
membership and the ¢lectorate,
is a clear — if desperate —
signal ta the capitalist establish-
ment that it has nothing to fear
from a Labour goyernment.

Briefing
answers
back!

In response to the recently released
Policy Review documents, Briefing
presents a few policy proposals of its
own. These are by no means meant to
stand as the final word on the subject,
but they are a useful indication of the
kinds of policies which Labour could be
adopting — and, one day, implementing.

1. Productive Economy
Yes, we want a productive economy which works in the
interests of people, not profit. We propose:

® A massive programme of public investment to end
unemployment.

® Real sacial ownership ~ the nationalisation of the banks,
finance houses and big moneopolies under warkers’ cantrol.

® A national plan for rebuilding the economy, and state
credit for co-operatives and the small businesses,

® For workers in the private sector, a veto over the bosses’
decisions.

2. Economic Equality

Yes, all socialists want more equality. Let's have a minimum
wage of £150 per week, and a huge rise in pensions and
other benefits., A punitive wealth tax no one to earn more
than £20,000 a year, and no one to awn more than one
house or flat. Indexation of wages and benefits. A massive
programme of housebuilding.

3. People at Work

Yes, socialists support workers’ rights. Repeal the anti-union
laws, guarantee everyone's right to strike and belong to a
trade union. Higher education for all who want it, and proper
an-the-job training programmes. End YTS — and fund proper
jobs for youth at trade union rates. Positive action for
women, black people, lesbians and gay men, and people
with disabilities.

4. Britain in the World

Yes, for a socialist foreign policy. That means Britain out of
NATO, and unilataral nuclgar disarmament. No to the bosses’
Common Market — yes to a united socialist Europe.
Solidarity with workers' struggles, East and West, Open new
credit and trade relations with Eastern Europe, China, Cuba
and the third world. Stop the exploitation of the third world
workers by British monopolies, Britain out of lraland.
Sanctions against South Africa

5. The Environment

Yes, we want a safe, nuclear-free and acid rain-free
environment. End all nuciear power. Control poisonous
emissions from power stations. Stop nitrates in farm
fertilisers.

6. Democracy and the Individual

Restore all basic rights undermined by Thatcher. For a Bill of
Rights, guaranteeing full freedom of association, assembly,
publication and demonstration. For a right of raply in the
meadia. Disband Special Branch and the security services.
Election of judges and democratic control of the police,
Restore unanimous jury verdicts. Close down Britain's
Victorian prisons. Full freedom of sexual orientation — repeal
Section 28.

Repeal the Poll Tax. Restore its powers and finance to
local government.

Full equality for women in every sphere of society: equal
pay, equal job and educational opportunities (including
massive increases in childcare provision|, full equality befare
the law, and full control over our own fertility. End racism
and all immigration laws, Positive action for full economic
and social equaslity for black people.

7. The Consumer and the Community

Yes, we need to protect and enhance the rights of working
paople as consumetrs. Prosecute manufacturers of unsafe or
unhealthy products. End the irrationality of the capitalist
market. An end to 2,000 types of soap powders and 10,000
useless drugs! End monaopoly super-profits, Socially useful
products which people can afford — especially cheaper
housing.

A mass campaigning party? The policy review
proposes a big increase in Labour Party membership.
But Kinnockism inspires no one. Socialist, anti-
capitalist policies can and will if we present them
with conviction and coherence, and link them to
support for workers, black people, women, and all
sections of the community in struggle.

By respecting the right to self-organisation of
women, black people, youth and others we can build
a stronger, bigger, more democratic Labour Party, By
adopting socialist internationalism we can make links
with and draw inspiration from the struggles of
working people all over the world.

These are just a few, basic, anti-capitalist policies
which could serve as the basis of a socialist
alternative. They offer a way forward from
Thatcherism, rather than capitulation to it.
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The second Socialist Con-
ference in Chesterfield
this month is potentially
one of the most signifi-
cant political events on
the left for many years.

It is a chance to put
together a new coalition of
forces to bring together peo-
ple who have found, during
the past yvear, that they have
much ground in common.

The Conference must pass
one fundamental test, Can it
establish a credible Move-
ment for Socialism? Can it
challenge the rightward drift
and general confusion of the
Kinnock Leadership of the
Labour Party.

There 15 a serious trajec-
tory behind Kinnock's
policy reviews and his Aims
and Values statement: (o
wipe out the political ex-
periences of the last 20
vears. to resume the process
of *“*modernisation’’ of the
labour movement, begun by
Gaitskell, and to present
Labour candidates (o the
glectorate as the welfare of-
ficers of an efficiently
managed capitalism.

To the current Labour
Leadership, the Tharcher
“‘revolution’ is irreversible
and unchaliengeable,
Indeed, they do not wish to
threaten in any way the fun-
damental assumptions
presently governing society.

A serious Movement for
Socialism must  dedicate
itself to turning round opi
nion in the wider labour
movement and building sup-
port for socialist policies in
the working class and
amongst all the oppressed.

Here, the Chesterficld
Movement will face real pro

blems which can only be
overcome with skill and
determination.

The most serious of these
is that ‘‘socialism’’ is jden-
tified by millions of working
class people with their ex-
periences under past Labour
governments — an almost
wholly negative experience
over the last 20 years,

Ihatcher has now
presented the left with new
ground on which to fight.
The proposals to allow
schools to opt out of Local
Authority control, to hive
off public sector housing,
and ro introduce a Poll Tax,
present  opportunities  for
mass work which the

socialist movement must
seize with enthusiasin.
This new  Movement,

which is not a new party,
must  mount a  major
political intervention in the
trade unions. The basis for
this already exists in the
physical reality of the Trade
Union Solidarity Network.

Two challenges are posed
to us:

ethe need to convince
trade unionists that only a
socialist transformation of

By Reg Race
' Bolsover CLP

property relations can solve
the issues which are now
regarded as being the
preserve of collective
bargaining alone;

ethe need to organise 10
transform the undemocratic
character of all our present
trade unions, with their
stultifying bureaucracy, lack
of wvision, and anxiety 1o
defuse and divert any
challenge to the power of the
state,

The Chesterfield Move-
ment must also build on the
excllent work already done
by its Policy Groups. We
now need to involve greater
numbers of people in the
policy discussion process —
and to avoid the Fabian trap
of having an opinion on
evervithing and believing in
nothing!

The Policy Groups —
which will report in detail to
the Conference — offer us
an opportunity to clarify
socialist ideas and make
them fresh and vital.

It is an opportunity 1o
demonstrate  the vigour,
relevance, and honesty of
socialist solutions to social
problems at a time when the
official | Labour Policy
Review scems dedicated
solely to making socialism

attractive to leader writers of

national newspapers.

Their attempt to redefine
Socialism in terms of its op-
posites — share ownership,
individualism, profitability,
competition, market forces

is doomed to failure. Our
counter-proposals — prac-
tical, far-reaching, coherent

will be needed more than
ever.

But it is the vital ink bet-
ween the development of

socialist policies and active

campaigning and struggle
that will distinguish a suc-
cessful Movement For
Socialism from a sterile in-
tellectual hothouse produc
ing splendid ideas and little
else,

The Socialist Conference
is the best opportunity for
the left in nearly a decade 1o
break out of its organisa-
tional ghettoes and challenge
the basic assumptions of the

drive that has

rightward
bedesilled the labour move-

ment  for the
years,

Qur movement recognises
the current weakness of
socialism in Britain, and is
therefore both realistic and
ambitious in its approach,
This realism and ambition
musl be matched by
resources and organisational
work,

past seven

Last year, in Chesterfield,
we demonstrated that the
left was alive and Kicking.
Qur task now, in a five vear
strategy, is (0 turn the

labour movemen! towards
socialism.
[n the 19905 the oil

revenues will begin (o run
out and it will become clear
that the Thatcher “‘revolu-
pon’” was not the triumph of
supply-side econamics which

Nurses, demaoistr.fow
on March 5

showed sokdanty wiio
the Ford sttike Con
Chesterfield cement
the inks between the
left and thoso
struggle?

so many claim it ro be. bul
consumer boom fuelled b+
unsustainable tas revenues.

We have our work cut ont
for us. But make o
mistake, the opportunities
for socialist politics are very
real and will become more so
as time reveals the bankrupi
¢y of Thatcher and those
who try to ape her in (he
labour movement,
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Chesterfield
and the
Benn-Heffer

challenge

Both the Chesterfield
movement and the Benn-
Heffer challenge to the
Labour Leadership arose

from the same
widespread feelings of
frustration and
fragmentation.

Both express the need for
a focus for socialist activity
and thought, and for a clear
and positive alternative to

Kinnock, Willis, and the
New Realism.
We have seen struggle

after struggle isolated and
ultimately  defeated. We
have seen single issue cam-
paigns rise and fall.

We have seen the anger of
millions of working class
people turn to despair
because it is given no voice,
no platform, no strategy.

The Benn-Heffer
challenge is about offering
that voice, that platform,
that strategy. Its message is
that there is an alternative to

continued  division and
retreat. It is therefore not a
distraction from the

Chesterfield movement, but
a complement to it.

Tony Benn and Eric Hef-
fer are both deeply commit-
ted to the Socialist Con-
ference and its goals. Both
have shown in word and
deed that a broad-based,
forward-looking, flexible
movement is by no means in-
compatible with an intran-
sigent advocacy of socialist
principles.

Their record of solidarity
and political honesty is so
superior to the records of
any of their rivals that itis a
joke to speak of them in the
same breath,

But the challenge to the

LsqUaK @387 (0LOHd

Tony Benn pauses for thaught before addressing the first Socialist Conference in Chest

current Leadership is not
just about their own virtues,
Nor is it even a simple con-
test between left and right
wing policies, It poses in a
necessarily sharp and im-
mediate form the guestion
of Leadership.

This is a question which
has vexed many of those in-
volved with Chesterfield,
and over which there will be
much debate within the
Chesterfield movement.

By Mike Marqusee
Haringey Labour
Briefing

The question of Leader-
ship is not simply about clec-
ting more capable, more
committed individuals to
responsible posts in the
labour movement — though
that would make &
refreshing change. It is
about an entirely new and
different type of Leadership:
collective, democratic, ac-
countable, far-sighted, len-
ding clarity and purpose to
grass-roots  struggles, and
supplying the links between
those struggles.

For better or worse, the
unity and direction we need
will not come about by
sponateneous acts of good
will from different guarters,
It will come about through a
consciousty co-ordinated
strategy that links a develop-
ing socialist programme with
a multitude of practical
struggles — against  the
employers, against the state,
against injustices and op-
pressions of all Kinds,

Many of the socialist ideas
coming out of the Chester-
field movement will receive a
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second Conference as a Leadership contender

sympathetic hearing
amongst people who
nonetheless consider

themselves supporters of the
current Leadership — in the
interests of a miscalled
“realism’.

We have to show these
people that socialist ideas
have no chance of becoming
reality as long as the current
Leaders remain in power, By
standing for the Labour
Leadership, Tony Benn and
Eric Heffer are forcing peo-
ple to make a connection
between abstract ideas and
concretée political practice —
and none (00 sO0N.

This is why interest in the
Benn-Heffer challenge is not
confined solely to Labour
Party members. To those
who have been isolated, who
have been left in the lurch by
the Labour Leadership, the
need for an alternative to
that Leadership is pressing,

At the very least, there is a
widespread desire to register
a protest against the people
who have allowed the Tories
and their class to claim vic-
tory after victory, Such a
protest can only enhance the
authority of the Chesterfield
movement.

It has been said that the
Benn-Heffer challenge only
serves to mire the left in
Labour Party structures and
narrow clectoralism.

On the contraray, the
campaign has given activists
in the Labour Party a chance
1o break out of that groove,
to organise around fun-
damental questions of policy
and strategy, and to ‘work
hand in hand with activists
in the trade unions and
community.

As both the candidates

orfield. October 1987. He arnives at the

have said repeatedly, their
challenge is part of an at-
tempt to build a movement
for socialism. The true result
of that attempt will not be
registered in the ¢lectoral
college in Blackpool — and
the vast majority of Benn-
Heffer supporters know it.

Those who believe that
Leadership is unimportant,
who see it as a mere
personality-game, should ex-
amine the very real effects of
the style of Leadership we
currently enjoy in the labour
movement,

The ineptitude and
treachery of the NUS
Leadership (aided and abet-
ted by Kinnock, Hattersley,
and Prescott) in the current

-seafarers dispute is only the

most recent addition to a
depressingly long catalogue,
This misleadership in-
hibits and obstruets the suc-
cessful prosecution of strug-
gles at every level, It sews
confusion and apathy. I
ducks controversial issues
and promotes false answers
to difficult questions. It
loathes democratic debate
and seeks to crush dissent,
Unfortunately, it is just
not possible simply to cir-
cumvent this obstacle. The
misleadership will not wither
away nor will it retire from
the fray of its own accord.
We have to challenge il
directly at every turn,
Ultimately, our aim should
be to replace it entirely. The
Benn-Heffer challenge is a
step toward building an
alternative Leadership, and
an opportunity for all those
who believe we have
something better to offer the
working class than New
Realism and Labour Listens.

A e 2 B

The first Sociahst Conference in Chesterfield. Qctober 1987

Welcom
beginni
new mo

The recall Socialist Con-
ference is here!

Socialists from inside and
outside the Labour Party,
from the trade unions, from
a multitude of campaigns
are converging on
Chesterfield,

What do we want from
this second weekend gather-
ing? What can we expect 10
achieve from it?

By Jane Kelly
Peckham CLP
The continued existence

of the Conference itself,
cight months after the initial

meeting, is to be heartily
welcomed.

In the current political
climate — with increased
Tory attacks being met by
industrial action (in the

NHS, among seafarers and
local government workers)
and mass campaigns against
the Alton Bill and Section
28.  the wvery cxistence,
however fragile, of a move-
ment  which seeks to
regenerate socialist ideas and
activities is an enormous
plus,

But if it is to develop mto
a real movement with wide
support, permanent struc
tures — including national
and regional committees,
and local groups, open and
democratic structures — will
be needed.

These can provide support
and sustenance to struggles
as they arise, and make coo-

crete the links between those
struggles and our socialist
ideas,

Such a movement is not,
and cannot be, in the near
future either a party or a|
substitute for the existing
organisations of the working
class. But it should offer &
home to everyone who wants
to build an alternative 108
current right wing direction
and leadership of those
organisations.

Perhaps it is closest ind
spirit to the Minority Mave
ment of the late 1920s, &
movement which brought
together tens of fthousand
of working people in opposi

tion to the mainstreans
[.eadership of the labouf
movement,

Of course, back in the 20§
the memory of the yictory of
the Russian workers was still
strong in  people’s minds
Sealin had not yet been able
to crush the democratié
ethos of the Bolshevil
Revolution,

Now, in Thatcher's Bri
tain, even the very word
veocialism’” is under attack
And as for **Marxism’' — 8
has never found a friendily
ground in England (thougs
finding an occasional ex
pression in the ideas of Iris
and Scots socialists like Joh
Mclenn).

In fact one of the Briti
labour movement’s K
weaknesses has been
hostility to all varicties @
Marxism, and to sociali
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ideas in general,

In bringing together peo-
ple in struggle and the pro-
cess of policy development,
Chesterfield therefore
represents a new opening for
the left.

The promise of Chester-
field is that, by fusing theory
and practice, by linking ac-
tive resistance to capitalist
attacks with the formulation

of real alternatives to them,
' socialism can reach out and
become a driving force to

- strengthen

millions of working people.
Occupations

Unlike Labour’s Policy
Review ( “‘Labour Listens (0
the CBI'"), Chesterfield’s
policy groups should learn
from strikes, from occupa-
tions, from sit-ins, from
campaigns of all kinds: in
this way we can develop
demands which inform and
our daily
struggle,

For all this 10 become a
reality the moyemenl must
he democratic and accoun
table. We cannot afford to
model our movement on the
existing top-down Structures
and traditions of the labour
movement.

If Chesterfield is to build
a real alternative to the
rightward-moving forces of
New Realism in the Labour
Party and the TUC, it must

be characterised by
democratic  debate and
decision-making at every

level.

Such a democratic, open
movement will need the
goodwill, honest commit-
ment, and tolerance of all its
participants. Groups on the
left with narrow sectarian
aims should take note of the
fragility of the exercise, as
well as its necessity.

We appeal to the SWP,
Militant  supporters, the
RCP whose  party-
building aims have in the
past undermined our ability
to build a united, democratic
movement — to recognise
the importance of whar we
are all tryving to do at
Chesterfield, and behave
accordingly,

[f we are to build a move
ment capable of sustaining
real solidarity in the class
struggle, if we are to develop
demands which answer the
needs of that struggle, and
help it grow, we ¢annot af-
ford Lo misuse this
opportunity.

It should not be treated
solely as the fertile recruiting
ground by those who pro
claim themselyes “the
revolutionary party''. Such
a party, which would involy-
ed hundreds of thousands of
activists, does not exist 1o
day. And Chesterficld is not
the beginning of this kind of
party. It is however, the
beginning of building an
organised left alternative 1o
Kinnock, Willis, & Co.
the beginning of a move-
ment for socialism,

e e e T e e S

It is not terribly con-

troversial to list the
dreadful attacks made
by the Tories on
women.

Every aspect of

women's lives has been af-
fected by the Victorian
values of Thatcher’s
cabinet.

But what is controversial

and, let’s face it, more
interesting — is to look at
the response of the Labour
and trade union
Leaderships.

By Barbara Green
Islington South
Women's Section
Sponsor, Women for
Socialism

The Chesterfield Con-
ference and Women for
Socialism’s part of it pro-
vides a space for us to do
this.

How many of you have
seen Norman Willis or Neil
Kinnock speaking in
defence of women's rights
to abortion and contracep-
tion, or on a picket line
defending women’s jobs?

Well, I seem to
remember catching a
glimpse of Neil during the
last doom-ridden election
campaign with ‘''lots’"
{relatively speaking) of

waomen MPs. Policies were
a bit thin on the ground,
but the Red Roses were
lovely!

FAB campaigns — with £200 of top labour movement suppart!

And I'm sure that the
National Fight Alton’s Bill
Campaign just could not
have managed without the
£100 that the TUC
donated to the March 19th
demo!

The constant and con-
scious marginalisation of
women in the labour move-
ment must be fought and
overcome if we are to
defeat Thatcher. The
Labour Party and trade
union Leaderships never
really gave much power to
women but the little that
we won is now under at-
tack again. -

The Labour Leadership
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has its heart set on
weakening the Labour
Women’s Organisation

and ensuring that the sort
of left policies that came
out of it die a quiet death,

But women in the Labour
Party continue to fight to
defend their organisation
and policies. Time and
again we learn the same
brutal lesson women
need an independent
women's maovement
based on and in the labour
movement, but able to
discuss and act
independently.

Last year women at
Chesterfield pressed home

PHOTO: Graeme Cookson

Trade Union Solidarity Network

the urgency for women to

build a democratic,
socialist women's
organisation under the
name of Women For
Socialism.

Since then many women
have written in to sponsor
Women for Socialism
Some discussion and ac
tivittes have taken place
through the regional
Socialist Conferences

The kind of plans we will
be discussing for the
future are:

@ gstablishing 8 women's
manifesto to be used in
and out of the Labour Patr
ly, in particular with the
Benn-Heffer campaign,

@ trying to organise with
black feminists planning a
conference in Saptembaer
in Birmingham;

® and having a newslet
ter to keep women inform
ed of activities and
discussions,

At Chesterfield
women's issues wil be in
tegrated Into as many
policy areas as possible
On Saturday lunchtime
Women for Socialism will
host a meeting of women
to discuss future activities
and elect a Steering
Committee.

Make sure if you are
unable to attend Con
ference you keep in touch

by contacting Mandy
Moore, Sutton Manor,
Polterton Lane, Sutten
Scarsdale, Nr, Chester-

field, S44 5UJ.

Looking for a prominent
place for the trade unions

A notable ommission
from the many discus-
sion groups formed at
last year's Chesterfield
was the trade unions.
Nonetheless, the other
groups were all concerned
with issues that are of
great importance to trade
unions and their members,
who are forcing many of
them on to union agendas.
Since then a number of
policy working groups
have been set up and it is
positive to see trade
unionism amongst them.

By John Lang
Solidarity Network

A day school took place
recently at Sheffield,
where many of those pre-
sent agreed that the
Socialist Conference need
ed much closer links with
trade unions. We hope this
will be reflected at the
reconvened national
Conterence.

The Solidarity Network
has been working
alongside the Socialist
Conference and trying to
bring its message into the
unions.

The Network was form
ed after the miners” and
print disputes. Support
Groups from Leicester, Ox
ford, and Tower Hamlets,
along with strikers from

Silentnight and  other
disputes decided that the
kind of links that had been
formed during these strug
gles should be placed on a
more permanent basis.,

After a series of planning
meetings, a conference
was held at Leeds In
November 1987, where
the Network was officially
launched

Since then, many groups
and individuals have af
filiated. It has been involv
ed in linking support for
campaigns and industrial
disputes on both local and
national levels.

The Network does not
see itself as an alternative
ta trade unions, but rather
as a means of activating
and drawing together sup

port within the union
movement.
The Network also

operates outside the union
maoavement, among the
many people within local
communities whao are
often forgotten Dby the
trade union bureaucracy

If the Saocaalist Con
ference is to get its policies
across to the wider fabout
movement, trade unions
and their substantial work
ing class membership must
be given a more prominent
position, The Solidarity
Network hopes to be able
to assist in this.

3
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Contact the Trade Union Solidarity Network

John Lang, 74 Kingsland Road, Plaistow. London E13
Tony Richardson, 2 Allin Close. Blackbird Leyvs Oxiord
Ross Galbraith, 2 Wainegrove Walk. Abbey Rise Leicester

Andrea Campbell
London E3

12 Shiplake House Calvert Avenue
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INTERVIEW:
HILARY WAINWRIGHT

Creating space for a
socialist policy
review

HILARY WAINWRIGHT was one of the
main organisers of last year’s first Socialist
Conlerence — and has remained centrally
involved in the activities which sprang
from it, including this month’s second
meeting in Chesterfield. DAVY JONES
interviewed Hilary for Labour Briefing.

One of the Socialist Con-
ference's main aims has been
to establish a set of alter-
native  socialist  policies.
How much has been achiev-
ed in this regard since last
vear's Conference?

The first Conference only
began to air general debates
on our major themes —
political democracy, the
economy and industry, in-
ternational relations — and
we hope that this reconvened
Conference will go into these
questions in  much more
depth.

A number of policy
groups were set up last year,
have been meeting regularly,
and have prepared briefing
papers which will go out to
all Conference participants.

These will be the basis for
discussion at the reconvened
Conference. We hope we
can get some real work done
— especially on Saturday.

The point of this policy
work is not specifically to
provide policies for a future
Labour government, but
policies which can be carried
into trade unions 1o in-
fluence bargaining posi-
tions, 10 support campaigns
and struggles, as well as of-
fering an alternative to the
things coming out of
Labour's official policy
review and, of course, to
Fhatcherism itself.

What's the status of the
Aims and Objectives state-
ment which will be submit-
ted to the Conference?
This document is a very
basic summary of what we
think everyone coming o
Chesterfield has in common.
It tries to distinguish the
Socialist Conference from a
parliamentarist approach o
socialism, for example. or
from an acceptance of the
mixed economy. It signal
clearly a very different direc
tion from that being taken
by the current Labour
[ eadership.

The Aims and Objectives
document seems to draw the
line between the ‘hard left"’
inside and outside the
Labour Party and the people
to our right. Is this line
static? Can it change in
response to eventy?
First, I don't find the **hard
lef1”” label useful. It's been
put on a section of the left
by people hostile to 1t In
order to narrow it down,
The ideas and principles in
the Aims and Objectives
Statement will actually be
supported by many pecoplc

who, in the practice, in
struggle, are on the same
side as many people who are
called ‘‘hard left'', but
wouldn't think of
themselves that way.

Of course, over time, the
basic policies that unite the
Socialist Conference will
develop and change —
because events in  society
raise new problems that we
haven’t tackled yer. Each
moment in history requires
us to apply our basic prin-
ciples in ways that may lead
to new debates and
sometimes divisions,

I hope the Socialist Con-
fergnce will operate in a way
which will minimise false
polarisations, and will lead
to positive resolutions of
necessary debates.

Many people on the left are
suspicious of policy reviews,
fearing that they are a
codeword for a move (o the
right. On some crucial ques-
tions we do have basic
answers — getting oufl of
NATO, taking control of the
economy — and some peo-
ple are nervous that this pro-
cess of policy review will
deny these basic answers.
How would you allay their
fears?

The guestion arises from the
problems of the Labour Par
ty and of being in the
Labour Party, simply
because it's a Party that
unites people with fun-
damentally different views,

With the right invariably
in the Leadership, the left
will always feel that their
fundamentals are under at-
tack. Therefore, it's got into
the habit of suspecting all
policy reviews,

But the point of Chester-
field is 1o create some space
independent of the Labour
Party, though not ignoring
i1, and give the lcft the op-
portunity to set its own
agenda rather than always
allowing it 10 be set by at-
tacks from the right.

It gives us the chance to
spend our energies applying
our fundamental principles
1o the problems of present
day capialist society,

For example, the interna-
tional character of the
CCONOMY TCYUIres new ways
of applyving the principle of
social  ownership, which
related in the past largely to
nation states.

Axs for allaying fears, peo-
ple have got 10 decide
whether they can trust other
socialists. Trust is always
developed in practice. A lot
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Health workers demonstrating on March 5th.

of the trust involved in
Chesterfield comes from the
experience of the miners’
strike -and the unity that it
created on the left.

A possible danger is that the
policy groups will operate
separately from other activi-
tv. One wing of the move-
ment goes off and organises
solidarity and campaigning
and the other sits in rooms
and develops policies. How
do we ensure that those two
sides of our struggle are
integrated?

All our policy work should
start from a recognition that
the new ideas and insights
which make up socialist
policy come from pcople
with a vested interest in that
policy. As we’'ve seen with
the Lucas Acrospace or
GLC Popular Planning ex-
perience, socialist policy-
making has got to be a pro-
cess  of  listening  and
struggle.

It's not a Labour Listens
affair in empty halls at 10am
in front of 1clevision
cameras, but listening . to
peaple in the course of strug-
gle. Socialist ideas come
from action as well as
reflection.

The Socialist Conference
should give people con-
fidence in putting forward

ideas, After all, resistance
always presupposes some
implicit notion of an alter-
native, a belief that things
can be different.

Capitalism induces a sense
of “hopelessness and  in-
feriority as a result of which
poeple don’t articulate those

alternatives. There's a
confidence-building  aspect
of Chesterfield which
shouldn’t be

underestimated.

How then would you con-
trast the Socialist Con-
ference policy groups (o the
Labour  Party's  policy
review and Labour Listens?
We respect working  class
people far more than
Labour Listens because we
actually parricipate  with
people. A lot of the ideas be-
ing raised by our health
policy group came out of the
campaigns waged by nurses
and healthworkers in the last
year.

Labour Listens has
patronised people — and
iried to con them. Their
views haven't beeen fed into
the actual policy work.

In contrast, the involve-
ment of the Socialist Con-
ference in campaigns dnd
struggles will be the impetus
for much of our policy-
making.

SOCIALIST CONFERENCE IN
CHESTERFIELD
FRINGE MEETING

Labour Briefing and
the Politics of

Leadership

Sharon
Atkin

Self-organisation and the struggle for
socialism

doooogoooo0OcgpopocOoobOonoono

Mandy
Mudd

Fighting the witch-hunt and fighting
for socialism

poooopooOopoDoaooDoDoooo0ogn

John
Wilton

The Benn-Heffer Campaign; building a
socialist current in the Labour Party

Oo000O00CcODOCcO00oopDooopooooan

Chgir
Mike

Marqusee
Labour Briefing Editorial Board

d0oOopOoopoOoDOocoooonfoopooopooo

Saturday June 11th
6.15-7.30
Chesterfield Technical College

Briefing bumper
badges offer!

Briefing’s bumper 'Benn-Heffer — that’s the
ticket!’’ badges ara going like hot cakes!

Bulk orders have been taken by Briefing
supporters groups, Benn-Heffer Campaign groups,
and trade union branches.

At 1% inches, and in three colours (red, yellow
and black on white} they offer a large, easily
recognisable badge. As many other Benn-Heffer
supporters have already realised — there’s no
better way to spread the word!

A ““That's the Ticket”” badge is now easily the
most valued fashion accessary at most labour
movement events!

And our bulk order rates mean that by ordering
quantities of this easily saleable badge to sell, you
can raise money to fund your Benn-Heffer
campaign whilst spreading the campaign message.

Send your name, address and order to B.
Griffiths, 11 Fremont St, London E9. Please
include a cheque or postal order made payable to
Labour Briefing. (Stamps will be accepted in
payment for a single badge).

Recommended Retail Price: 35p
Bulk Order Rates:

Single badge: 35p

20 badges: £6

50 badges: £13

100 badges: £23

200 badges: £40
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Tory collapse?
Or another
lost opportunity?

The last few months have
seen the Tories lurching
from crisis to crisis.

On the NHS, the Poll
Tax, the Social Security
changes, and the Budget
Thatcher has faced mass
indignation.

On top of this has come
the well-publicised Law-
son/Thatcher disagreement
over interest and exchange
rales,

But do Thatcher’s retreats on
the NHS and Social Security
(minor though they are), and
the backbench Tory revalt on
the Poll Tax, herald the immi-
nent collapse of Tharcherite
Torvism?

A clue to the answer came in
the local government clections
on May S5th. Overall the Tories
fared badly and Labour did
well.

But Labour’s success was the
result of an anti-Tory vore
(baosted by Thartcher's recent
problems) linked to Council
Tenants” fears over the Housing
Bill,

In reality, very few vorers in
the local elections voted Labour
for positive reasons. Let's face
it, they were not presented with
any positive Labour policies, so
they could hardly vote for them!

A further clue to the real state
of affairs can be found in the
opinion polls. In the June 1987
General Election the Torics
polled 42%, Labour 32%, and
the Alliance 22%. The opinion
polls now give the Tories 425,
Labour 40%, the SLD 8%, and
the SDP 6%

Even allowing for the
vagaries of opinion polls this
still shows Labour's increased
poll rating has come entirely
from the Alliance collapse. Tory
support has held up, despite re-
cent disasters.

In what was generally con-
sidered a poor local election
result for the Tories, they still
managed to win around 38% of
the national vote, just 4% below

their opinion poll rating. Bear in
mind, they usually poll less well
in Jocal than in General
Elecrions,

Labour's. local election na
tional vote share of 41%, just
1% asbove the Party's opinion
poll rating, is hardly likely 1o
provide a landslide Labour vic
tory in a general election,

By John Wilton
Birmingham Edgbaston
CLP

The Tory collapse does not
look imminent. Nor is it likely
to become a reality untal Labour
starts 10 argue for a positive
socialist alternative o Thatcher.

Their requires not only
socialist policies, but a socialist
Leadership prepared to argue
for them at every opportunity
— inside and outside
Parliament,

Kinnock's apalogetic version
of social democracy, with its
non-existent palicies, offers no
alternative 1o anvthing, let alone
Thatcher. [t affers no hope 10

the millions suffering under
Thatcher,
The Kinnock/Hattersley

““dream ticket’' has turned into
a nightmare. Having been hand-
ed a golden opportunity a cou-
ple of years ago over Westland
— with the Tories in disarray
and two Cabinet Ministers
resigning, they sull allowed
Ihatcher to be re-elected with a
100 seat majority.

Now, with the Tories again in
disarray, Kinnock and Hai-
tersley are sill
positive socialist alternative and
are about 1o let Thatcher off the
hook again. They are
hamstrung by their beliel that
the House of Commons is the
centre of ‘‘real life'” and the
focus of ordinary people's
attention,

The Tories' support will not
collapse until we hayve a Labour
Leadership that understands it
cannot win by fighting the
Tories on their own ground and
by their rules.

offering no.

PHOTO Graeme Cockson

ts Thatcher slipping?

What goes on in the House of
Commons, and what the I'imes
political corespondent thinks
about it, may seem important ta
Kinnock, but ta the millions
struggling to make ends meet
what matters is the daily impact
of Thatcherism — and how to
resist it,

The best way to fight the
Taries is on our ground, with
our rules, It means standing on
picket lines with health workers,
scafarers, and others.

It means arguing for non-
payment of the Poll Tax, and
for Labour Coungcils to refuse to
collect it, It means arguing for
non-compliance with Tory laws,
including the infamous Section
28.

After all, it wasn't Kinnock
and his cronies, with their
“brilliant'' debating skills on

display in the House of Com-
mons who first forced Thatcher
to back down on the NHS. It
was action taken by the Man-
chester nurses!

The Tories may have had a
few crises lately, but they can
still come up with policy ideas to
benefit their class whether
it's Norman Tebbit and Michael
Heseltine manoeuvering for the
aboliion of 1LEA., or Cexil
Parkinson planning the
privatisation of the coal
industry,

If we are (o demelish the
Tories once and for all we need
socialist counter-proposals.
These will come through our
class experiences in struggle and
solidarity.

And, let’s face it, there is
precious little of that in the
House of Commons these days.

OBITUARY
A pioneer
of British
Trotskyism

Reg Groves (1908-1988),
one of the founders of
British Trotskyism, died
in the middle of May,

He first entered political
litfe in the Christian Socialist
movement in the Catholic
Crusade of Conrad Noel and
Joined Westminster ILP in
the mid 20s.

He left the ILP and joined
the Communist Party in
South London.

He became  Assistant
Organiser of the London
District of the Communist
Party and was the first
writer of the Workers
Norebook column when the

-Daily Worker was set up in

1930,

By AL RICHARDSON

He early on showed his
knowledge of the history of
the labour movement and in
March 1930 was invited by
Riazonov to work with him
on the Collected Works of
Marx and Engels at the
Marx/Engels Institute in
Moscow.

In 1932 he led the split of
the Balham Group from the
Communist Party to join the
Trotskyist movement and
founded the Communist
League, the first real Trot-
skvist organisation in
Britain,

At the end of 1933 the
Group split, the majority
following Groves, refusing
1o enter the ILP as advised

by Trotsky,

In 1934 they joined the
Labour Party and Groves
became Chairman of the
London District of the
Socialist League, and a
member of its Executive in
1935,

In 1937 Groves broke his
links with the Trotskyist
movement and in 1938 was
sclected to fight the famous
Avlesbury by-election,
where the Communist Party
supported the Liberal can-
didate against him and call-
ed him *a friend of
Franco'.

Among his writings are;
We Shall Rise Again, a
history of the Chartists;
Rebels Oak, a history of
Kett's rebellion; The
Peasants Revolt, 1381 (with
Phillip Lindsey); Sharpen
the Sickle, the history of the
Farmworkers Union; Seed
Time and Harvest; The
Strange Case of Victor
Grayson; The  Batham
Group; and Conrad Noel
and the Thaxted Movement.

He was a particular sup-
porter of the rights of the
rural working class and was
always included ‘on the
delegation of the Farm-
workers Union to the com-
memoration of the Tolpud-
dle Martyrs.

Although he returned to
his religious convictions, his
pioneer work for Trotskyism
in  Britain  will never be
forgotten and he will be sad-
lv missed by all who knew
him.

Speculum: a midwife's musings

Breastfeeding problems...
and how to solve them

| make no apology for
continuing my discus-
sion on breastfeeding,
since | am firmly con-
vinced that our health
depends on the food we
eat!

| recently looked after a

woman who was in
premature labour with
twins. | asked her if she in-
tended to breastfeed
them.

She gave me a pitying
look and said, ‘“‘no, I'm not

stupid.””
I'm sorry, but | think she js
stupid to count it out,

Premature babies in particular
benefit from their mother’s
milk,

| know one woman who
successfully breastfed her
two sets of twins. She is Jen-

ny Stables, author of A
Mother's Guide to
Breastfeeding — a8 book |

highly recommend.

I also recall a mother of
three who had twins. She suc
cessfully breastfed them with

no fuss, no problems, and no
top-up bottle feeds. She just
trusted her body to produce
the milk and, of course, it did.

The secret, if secret it is, is
that the more often you put a
baby to the breast, the more
milk you make, It's as simple
as that.

By TESS KEWLEY
SRN, SCM

The main reason women
give for abandoning
breastfeeding is “‘insufficient
milk’* The reality s that
women are totally unprepared
by the medical establishment
for the constant demands
which the baby will make for
milk.

Breastfed bebies go to the
breast about eight to 12 times
in each 24 hour period (less
during the nightl. However,
baby books tend to paint a
rosy picture of four hourly
feeding regimes, where the
baby conveniently falls asleep
between feeds.

When a woman seeks ad
vice from her Health Visitor,
instead of reassuring her that

her baby's behaviour is nor-
mal, the majority of Health
Visitors suggest she give a
bottle or two.

This reduces the time spent
at the breast, diminishes the
woman's confidence in
herself, and diminishes the
milk supply untll it eventually
dries up.

Sore nipples are the second
reason why women abandon
breastfeeding. Advice on this
is first that there is no need to
“prepare’’ your breasts with
creams, etc., ante-natally.

If you have flat or inverted
nipples, shells should be worn.
They really can help to ““bring
out” flat mipples. Ask your
midwife for advice about
when to wear them,

Sore

However, sore nipples can
happen to any woman,
whatever the sizé or shape of
her breasts and nipples. |
estimate about BO% of
women suffer with this pro-
blem, some to the extent that
the nipples bleed, and each
feed is a nightmare, | was one
of the lucky 20%!

It seems to me that correct
latching-on of the baby to the
breast is the essential step in
avoiding sore nipples. You
must bring the baby to the

breast, and never strain to
place a nipple in a baby’s
mouth.

The baby should be close to
you, supported on a pillow,
and you should be sitting in a
low armchair with your feet
firmly on the ground, leaning
slightly forward.

Rooting

Don’t bother to try to feed a
sleepy baby. Wait until the
child is really rooting for a
feed; then hold the baby firmly
close to your body and offer
the breast.

At first you will need the
assistance of an experienced
midwife or Breastfeeding
Counsellor to check that
you‘ve got the baby in the
right place. But most babies
learn to spot a nippleé at 100
yards by the time they're a
week old, and it’s surprising
how quickly you get used to
handling your baby.

Don’t hesitate to enlist the

help of a Counsellor if you
have trouble, Ring 01 778
4769 for the number of your
nearest one,

Don't use Rotersept spray.
It"s only diluted Savlon, and it
costs the earth, Also, it
destroys the natural flora on
the nipples, and actually
causes sore nipples, whatever
the tin says.

Hydrous ointment B,P.
{from your Chemist] is just as
effective. Both Kamillosan and
Calendula ointments are good,
too, and can be used for nappy
rash if you don't finish the
tube up on your breasts

Feeds

None of these creams need
o be washed off prior to
feeds, and can be applied as
many times a day as you wish,

If cracked nipples are a real
problem, Calendula Mother
Tincture works like magic,

Resting sore or cracked nip-
ples does not help them to
heal. You should continue to
feed as before. Rubbing your
nipples with an ice cube just
before you feed acts as a local
anaesthetic and dulls the initial

excruc:a(mg pain

Take each das 15 ! comes,
and realise that sore roplas
sometimes take up to a month
to fee! better — and that thay
will feel better each day as you
persevere,

If your nipples are bleeding,
you should continue to put the
baby to the breast. The blood
will not harm the baby.

There are women who find
the whole idea of
breastfeeding repugnant. It is
not up to individual women to
feel guilty about this — since, |
believe, it is society’s fault
that women are taught poor
bady images.

A really useful book about
breastfeeding is Breast is Best
by Penny and Andrew Stan-
way, | recommend all preg-
nant women to read it before
deciding how they are going to
feed their babies,

| could go on and on about
breastfeeding but just to wind
up, perhaps | can remind
women that they must trust
the baby, and the baby aonly
Clocks have no place in the
successful establishment of
breastfeeding. Neither have
most Health Visitars!
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Raise yvour morale at the...

Labour Briefing AGM

a chance to debate, discuss — and organise!

The Briefing AGM: to build a non-sectarian,

united, democratic left

Saturday, July 2nd.
Kingsway Princeton College, Sidmouth Street (off Grays
Inn Road), London. Near King’s Cross Station.

Details of Arrangements:
- Creche: Available on advance booking only (we want the creche participants to enjoy themselves as

much as the AGM-goers, so we want to plan for the exact numbers). Phone Paula Watson on 638 5308.

Refreshments: will be on sale all day (tea, coffee, snacks)

Pooled fare: we will operate a pooled fare, so that comrades from outside London are encouraged to
attend!

Bookstall available at the meeting

Signer: We have not booked a signer. If you would like to attend and would like us to book a signer,
please ring 01 733 7016 as soon as possible

Access: The Venue is groundfloor, and easily wheelchair accessible. There is adjacent car-parking which

we can reserve for you with notice. A detailed access report will be printed next issue, after we have
carried out a site inspection. For further details please ring 01 733 7016.

10.00am Registration

£5 waged, £2 unwaged (payable on the day). Anyone
interested in Labour Briefing is welcome to como
along, listen and participate. Voting is open to
Briefing Supporters. Supporters cards for 500 Club
members will be available for collection on the day.
1988 Supporters Cards can also be purchased on the
day (E10 waged, £3 unwaged).

10.30am Introduction
The Tradition of Briefing — Graham Bash

11.00-12.30 The Year Ahead: Briefing's Role
Open discussion, A paper to introduce the subject will
be published in the next issue of Briefing. It will be
introduced by Jane Kelly and Mike Marqusee.
Amendments to the paper are welcome and will be
fully debated. They can be submitted beforehand or
on the day — but please try to submit or bring 200
copies!

12.30-1.30 Caucuses

A chance for women, leshian and gay, youth and
student, and black Briefing supporters to meet
together and discuss ideas and activities.

1.30-2.30 Lunch

2.30-3.30 Workshops
Local Briefing Groups

How and why to start up or build a local group. A chance to
share frustrations, ideas, gimmicks, etc,

The Paper

How is the paper put together? How can you contribute to
it? How can we strengthen links between the paper and local
groups? A chance to complain about the paper, make

suggestions, and get Involved.

International

A session with Briefing activists in various international
campaigns. How can Briefing improve its coverage of and
participation In international solidarity movements? How can
local groups get involved in these movements?

Trade Unmions

A chance for Briefing supporters in various trade unions to
discuss what they're doing, Building the Solidarity Network
— and building Briefing and/or left currents in individual

unions,

The Labour Party

How can activists deal with the LCC, the New Realism, the
Rampant Right, etc. How to survive in Kinnock's Party —
and to what end? A chance to air a list of grievances — and

share practical remedies.

3.30-4.00 Reports

From Caucuses, and workshops. Voting on
resolutions. Election of Steering Committee for next
year, Interested in standing? Don't be Bashful (except
Graham). Find out more in the next issue of Briefing.

4.00-4.30 Tea Break

4.30-5.30 Rally for Benn-Heffer
With Jeremy Corbyn, Martha Osamor, Sharon Atkin,

Mandy Mudd (invited).

Periscope

Send snippets and info to Greg
Bassett,  Periscope Column,
Labour Briefing, PO Box 457,
London SW2 5UZ

demonstrated to an in-
eradulpus world that where
incompetence and stupidity
were concerned, British
Intalligence bowed the knee

Kim Philby: a
product of the
establishment

to no one!
Kim Philby, along with The '‘old-boy network™ had
Blake, Burgess, Msaclean run the show, deciding

and Biunt. devastated Bri-
tain’s Intelligencs service
With each succeeding sx
posura of thair role as
highly placed agents of
the KGE, in the very nerve
centre of Britain's es- idea that chaps born in
pionage &and counter- the right class and
espicnage network, so did educated 1n the right
the credibility of the places could ever let the

the promaotions and deter
mining the postings
Then, net cut of loyalty.
but from sheer blinkered
clage obstinacy. they had
rafusad to coutenance the

system wtter and side down
foundar Ironically it was Philby's
Even todsy, wnat werd background and class

deseribed in MI6 as the position that perfectly

bourgeoisie,

They had gone out from Ox
bridge, therefore, to run
the state and tts empire —
privileged and well paid,
but nevertheless still ser
vants to their ruling class
masters.

By the early 308 a number of
intellectuals had decome
less confident aboul thelr
own ruling class The
capitalist world was grip-
ped by slump, and in Ger-
many Hitler and his Nazis
were in power, New solu-
tions were apparently
needed, and to some the
USSH appeared as one
such golution,

For the Kim Philbys,
Stalinism appeared attrac-
tive. It held state power. It
commanded the resources
provided by such powsr
What’s mors, it dealt in
the politics of ‘‘realiam’™
and had by than dropped
all that nonsense about
world revclution and
workers' damocracy.

Having been nurtured and
trained to bas fune-
tionaries and advisors to
their own rulers, Philby.
Burgess, Blunt and others
never entartained the idea
that the working class
conatitutad an agency tor
soclal change

¥For them, power resided

with thoge who ruled, and
the rulers were the only
ones who could change
things Having grown

Philby was hardly a pro-

letarian revolutionary but
we do have some things to
be grateful to him for, His
“betrayal’’ of the U8 and
British backed secret in-
vasion of Albania led to
the deaths of many state
agents. 1 suppose we
should chalk that as one
up in the fight against
terrorism.

Tha secrets about the USA

and UK nuclear plans that
he and hig friends-told the
Russians did nothing but
good, and almost certain-
lyv meant that we could
sleep in our beds & little
more safely at night,

The more the secrets of cur

ruling class are exposed,
the more of their agents
who have their “‘cover
blown™', the more they get
in ¢erisis and that can only
be to the common weal,

True enough Kim Philby
was no revolutionary
gocialist, but he did make
life nasty and uncomfor-
table for our olass
enemiss. That'snotsucha
bad epitaph to take with
you

Bob Pennington

OOPS!

The telephone number we
published for SERA — the
Socialist Environment and
Resources Centre — last

issue was mysteriously

‘horrers'™ have not gons
away, X ‘informed"”
leaks inuist that former
spy chief Sir Reoger Hollis
was the XGRB's top mole

The establishment could
never forgive Philby He

prepared him for the role
he played. The intelligent
sia in Britain, having no
independent c¢lsss posi-
tien of Its own, in (1S great
majority identified its in-
terests with those of the

disllusioned with their
masters at home, it did
net need a change of
outlook or parsonality Lo
transfer their allegiances
to the new paower of
Staliniam,

garbled. So let’s try again.

Contact SERA at 26
Underwood Street,
London N1, tel. 01 490
0240.

SUBSCRIBE TO BRIEFING

Make sure of your copy of the fortnightly
Labour Briefing. Annual subscriptions are £12
{individuals}, £24 (institutions}. Write to Labour
Briefing, PO Box 457, London SW2 5UZ
{cheques, etc., payable to Labour Briefing).

..................................................................

SELL LABOUR BRIEFING

If you're a regular reader, you obviously feel the
need to read each issue of Briefing. But why keep
the good news to yourself?

Bulk orders are available on saleé or return for you to
sell to your friends; or join with the many other
Briefing readers who take this easily saleable paper
to their Labour Party, trade union and campaign
meetings. Join the resistance! Just send the form to
PO Box 457, London SW2 5UZ.

Please send me .......... (min, order 5) copies of
Labour Briefing on sale or return, starting with issue

"CONTACT BRIEFING

The Briefing Editorial Board, and the following
Commissions, can be contacted at PO Box 457, :
London SW2 5UZ, 01 733 7016:

Trade Union Briefing, Youth Briefing, Student
Briefing, Lesbian & Gay Briefing, Briefing Women
and International Briefing.

Briefing Steering Committee:

Next meeting: Sunday, June 5th, London.
Briefing Editorial Board:

Next meetings: Thursday June 9th, Thursday June
16th,

Deadline for articles:

Issue no. 65 {out June 22nd, EB planning June
2nd): notify EB as soon as possible, all articles in by
Tuesday June 14th,

BRIEFING 500 CLUB

[t is very expensive to produce a socialist newspaper
despite our high sales up and down the country,
we still need a subsidy to keep the paper fortnightly
and keep up with all the activities we want to be
part of. We have no rich backers, no hidden sources
of income.
The Briefing 500 Club exists to offer our supporters
the opportunity of making a small regular donation
and enter a fortnightly draw for a £25 prize — this
for just £1 per week, or £4 per month, Will you
spare the cost of a pint of beer of less than a packet
of cigarettes each week? We can't guarantee you'll
win the prize — but we will guarantee that unless
you enter, you won't!
500 Club supporters also receive a Briefing
supporters card automatically. Just fill in the
standing order form below, and return it to PO Box
457, London SW2 S5UZ.

-

Bankers order form for
Labour Briefing 500 Club

Bankers Order

RO s cocs ity ARy TR AT SA s AN ' g o'+ ARG A TRE (S LA B S W Rs530AN

vevaii-ns ibank name, sort code)
N Y A S g e o P (T Y o 33T AR LS Y A L 4
.................................................................... laddress)
From soeins fyour name)
A A N R a e i s Sl s s r pa e v ¢ (P LSRR

. Iyour address)

My SCCOuNt NUMDBE 18! .. vt iin i rar s anbansnsonecs

Please dehit from my account each month the sum of £4,
in favour of Labour Briefing No. 2 account, Co-operative
Bank, Stratford E15, Code 08-90-76, Account no.
50349957,

STACNG DN s cnaoimrmissssassssresnassossdsssessiusinpianressinmny Idate)
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This week’s winner
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number greater than 500, or an empty share number| to
arrive at a paid up share — no. 473, It had to happen one
day: it's Graham Bash.
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Reviews

New

forces,
old faces

Socialist Register 1988:
Problems of Socialist
Renewal East and West,
Edited by Ralph Miliband,
Leo Paniteh and John
Saville, Merlin Press, £7.95

The dialectic of history —
as any armchair Marxist
can tell you — is full of
surprises.

One of the most distress-
ing of these, on the 20th an-
niversary of the French
“‘events’’, is the rise of a lar
right mass movement and
the continued hegemony of
Mitterrand’s “Euro-
socialism'' in France.

In contrast, in the two
great arbiters in the world
polarity of unfreee socialism
and *‘eternal” capitalism —
the Soviet Union and the
USA — the ice is finally
beginning to crack.

Are we at last witnessing the
real implications of the Tet Of
lensive and the Prague Spring?

Within  rthe left.  these
developments are reflected by
“Gorbymania” and
*Jacksonitis’', Whatever else
may happen, somecthing very
important is now presaged; the
return to the world political

The Pink Triange, by
Richard Plant, Mainstream
Press. £9.95

“We must exterminate
these people root and
branch."”’

These words, spoken by
the head of the Gestapo,
Heinrich Himmler, sum up
the Nazi plan for a "'final
solution”’ to the
““homosexual problem.”’

The mass murder of gay
people by the Third Reich
was not an incidental by-
product of Hitlerism, but
an integral part of Nazi
policies,

The creation of an Aryan
master race demanded the
eradication of all ''genetic in-
feriors’' which in fascist eyes
included Jews, homasexuals,
criminals, gypsies, and people
with learning disabilities,

Himmler was alarmed at
Gemmany's declining  birth
rate, Though this was largely
due to the loss of over a million
‘men in the First World War,
Himmier put much of the
blame on the country's
gstimated two million
homosexuals.

“If this vice continues,”” he
warned, ‘it will be the end of
Germany. "’

Praising the ancient
Teutonic practice of drowning
homaosexuals n bogs, he want
on ta brand gay people as
“sexuyal  saboteurs'’  and
justified the Nazi genocide
policy as '‘the extermination
of abnormal existence.”’

By Dave Palmer
Hornsey & Wood Green
CcLp

stage . of these two dormant
giants the Soviet and US
working classes,

This vear's Socialist Register
atternpts to address the rapidly
changing world situation, [ts
primary concern is the effect of
the Gorbachey reforms on '“the
renewal and advance in socialist
direction'’ both East and West.

Five out of the 15 articles are
on Glasnost, and only two on
US politics {no doubt it would
contain more il it had been
published later),

Decline

Other articles on Nicaraguan
land reform, the continued
decline of the French CP (hur
rah!) and British working class
fiction are included for no par-
ticular reason. Coherence has
always been a problem with the
Socialist Register.

The introductions try ¢ im
pose a unifying theme on what
is usually a rather
heteragencous collection. Mak-
ing a break with this tradition,
and concentrating. for example,
on Gorbachevism might have
been a more fruitful approach.

Frankly, the introduction by

Book Review

Ralph Miliband, co-editor of Socialist Register, spesks to the Socialist Conference In Chesterfield, October 1987

our august trio could have been
written in their collective sieep.
This is not to say that it's bad;
it's just that after 15-20 vears of
very similar introeductions their
approach has become
overfamiliar.

How many more times do you
want to read them on the crises

Book Review

Remembering a mass
murder of gays

Long before they came to
power, fascist thugs had ter-
rorised the homosexual rights
movement and even attemp-
ted the assassination of its
leader, Dr Magnus Hirschfeld.

Within little more than a
manth of Hitler assuming of-
fice in 1933, gay political
organisations were banned
and many gay leaders waeare
arrested.

By PETER TATCHELL

Soon afterwards, gay bars
were closed and Dr
Hirschfelds Institute for Sex-
uval Science was ransacked
and burned to the ground.

Before the year was out, the
first homosexuals were being
deported to the new concen-
tration camps at Dachau and
Fuhisbuttel.

In October 1934, Himmler
set up a special SS depart
ment to combat homosexuali-
ty and ordered local police to
draw up “‘pink lists'® of men
known or suspected of being
homosexual.

Based on this information -
which was gathered from seiz
ed medical records, lists of
subscribers to gay magazines,
membership rolls of gay clubs,
and by the torture of known
homosexuals to get the names
of others — the Gestapo laun-
chad its first mass round up of
homosexuals.

By this time, Himmler had
become totally obsessed with
the erasure of every trace of
homosexuality from the Ger
man Voik.

In 1935 sweeping new anti-
gay laws were enacted.
Homosexual offences, the

new laws decreed, did not ac-
tually have to be committed to
be punishable. Intent to com-
mit such offences was deem
ed to be criminal in itself.

Men were interned for
writing love letters to men o1
“‘glancing lewdly’' at other
males. In one infamous case, a
man was arrested after he had
been watching a young couple
make love in a park, because
the Gestapo claimed that he
had been observing the ac-
tians of the male partner with
greater interest — and this
was proof of homosexual
desire!

According to official Nazi
records, B63.000 German
homosexuals, including 4,000
juveniles, were sentenced bet
ween 1933-44. This figure
does not Include those who
were simply seized and ship-
ped off to the concentration
camps without lagal
formalities.

Nor does it take into ac
count people who were sent
to prison for other '‘‘crimes’”
and then transferrad to the
camps on the grounds of their
homaosexuality; nor the signifs
cant numbers of homosexuals
imprisoned in Nazi-occupied
territories,

The true number of gay peo
ple sent to the camps is pro-
bably well in 'excess of
100,000.

For gay inmates, life bebind
barbed-wire was a double
nightmare, They were tha
lowest of the low, often
treated even worse than the
Jews, As well as being
maltreated and sometimes
raped by the guards, they
tended to ba assigned to the

of European social demaocracy
and the Communist Parties? It
makes me want to scream. Why
don’t they try coming up with a
few more specific answers for a
change?

K.S. Karol's article assesses
changes in the Soviet Union
from much the same pro-

dirtiest, hardest, and most
degrading tasks. As if this
wasn’'t bad enough, they fac
ed abuse and brutality from
other prisoners.

The mortality rate for gay in-
mates was higher than for any
other group.

All this and much more is
documented in Richard Plant’s
new book. This scholarly
volume illustrates the link bet
ween Nazi racism  and
homophobia, drawing on inter
viaws with gay concentration
camp survivors and the con-
tents of personal dianes and
official Nazi documents never
before translated from the
Garman.

Plant brings to light many
previously unknown facts:

®that towards the end of
the war the increasingly
desperate Nazis allowed some
homosexuals out of the camps
to work in the arms factories,
providing they first agreed to
castration:

@that Nazi ''doctors’’ per-
formed hideous meadical ex
periments on gay prisoners in
Buchenwald;

®that the guards at Camp
Butzow rewarded male in-
mates with a8  bottle of
schnapps for every lesbian
prisoner they raped,

This books powerfully ren
forces the old exhortation:
Never Again! Read itl

Postscript: The Nazi anti-
homosexual laws remained on
the statute books in'West Ger
many until 1969, Unlike othet
concentration camp prisoners,
gay ex inmates have to this
day been refused compensa-
tian payments for then
suffering.

Gorbachey stance as the editors.
Karol knows the Soviet Union
well, particularly its cultural
life, and s as usual worth
reading,

He sees Gorbachey as a sort
of Soviet **Roosevelt’' introduc-
ing a socialist New Deal for the
Sovier working c¢lass. (Much
more interesting by Karol is his
autobiography, Solik, about his
wartime experiences as a Polish
Jewish refugee in the Soviet
Union).

Prescient

Politically more acute i
David Mandel's prescient and
well-written account of the like
Iy limits ol “persiroika’, iy
consequences for the Soviel
working class, and the intra-
burcaucratic *'erisis of the top"
that is certain 1o ensue

On the US, Vicente Navarro
analvses the Rainbow Coalition
and artacks the notion that it is
a vehicle for 'the new socal
movements™ tas claimed by
many of ils own sepporiers).
Rather, he sees it as a class bas
cd alignment,

Elsewhere, Les Panitch con
siders once again the com

A Prayer for the Dying

ponents, history and current
isolation of the “Bennite’
Labour left. | Tound his recent
book Working Class Politics in
Crisis, (Verso), disappointingly
inconclusive,

Worthy

I'his article seems more (o the
point. He sees the hard left’s
warthy attempr to transform the
Labour Party foundering on the
Party’s sheer irretormability,

With his co-editors he looks
to the formation ol a mass
sacialist, albeil reformist, party

in Britain — the vehicle, of
course, being the Chesterlisld
ProCess,

His conclusion is that the
Labour left's “'democratic pro-
ject” should now “‘concentraie
fess con reforming the Labour
Party and more on building a
long-term  independent  cam
paign for a demovcratic sacialisi
that transcends the limity of
Parliamentary paternalism,”

Will it work?  we  ask
oursehves. Can we take hours
and hours of SWEP, RCP and-or
other hacks? Have a good read.
mivanwhile and come armed
for the fras!

Micky Rourke condemns

anti-lrish film

The recent film A Prayer for the Dying has been
condemned by its leading actor Micky Rourke and its

director Mike Hodges.

They claim that the film has been edited to give a
distorted and stereotyped view of the situation in
Northern Ireland and the Irish Nationalist cause.

“Director Mike Hodges and | have publicly
disassociated ourselves from the fiim, '’ said Rourke.
“It is not the film | agreed to make or wanted to

make,

“I believe the politics of the subject matter
intimidated the producer, Sam Goldwyn, who
removed the footage of my character that contained
statements sympathetic to the lrish nationalist cause.
By eliminating the motivational wellsprings of the
main character the film was gutted of meaning.

“Prayer has been a critical and commercial failure. |
don’t understand why it was selected for the British

Film Festival,

““As a concerned Irish American Catholic |
wholeheartedly support the Troops Out Movement
and all efforts designed to assure equal human and
civil rights for all citizens of Northern ireland,
especially the MacBride Principles.

“There is no place in Ireland for British troops or

second class citizens.”’

PHOTO: Leesa Heshett
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INTERVIEW: Tseko
n trial for tr

PETER TATCHELL interviews the gay
anti-apartheid activist, TSERO SIMON
NKROLL who taces the death penalty in
the Delmas Treason Trial in South Africa
— a trial which has already dragged on for

over 1wo years.

Can you tell us about your fumi-
Iy background and childhood?
1 was barn in Soweto in 1939

Most of my childhood was
spent on i farm south of Johan-
neshurg n the Heilbron diserict
of the Orange Free Siate, 1 had
o walk ISkm o and from
schoel and rhere weére con
tinwous problems trying 1o Tind
enough money 10 pay the school
fees.

Bevause they could not find
work in Heilbron, both  my
nother and steplfather moved to
Schoheng in the mid- 1960k and |
jomed them in 1971

Lite at home was hard, My
steplather was a heavy drinker
The person with whom our
family lodged, a Mr
Sekhamane, beal me frequently

On one gecasion, thangs gol
so bad that | ran asay from
home and staved in Johan
nesburg 1or a week with & white
man who had given me o lin
when 1 was luich-hiking

W hen did you begin 1o become
politically aware?

While | was at school [ realised
that T was not getting an educa
ton equsl o while students,
Black education was very poor
and we did not hase enough
lavilities, especially for subjects
like science. We also experiene
ed prablems like low standards
ot teaching and e\cessive vor-
poral punishmeni,

[here  wer2  no student
organisations at our school 1o
deal with these problems. On
many ogeasions | found myself
sangled  our tor  particula
punishment, whico included be
g flogeed tor petty things like
smiling during class.

In 1976, when 1 was in Stan-
Jdard 8, 1he language issue arose.

frthaans was compulsorily in-
traduced as the medium of i
strncton and was very dil
Fieudt 1o master

W read in the papers thal
other schools,  mainly in
Soweta. were projesting against
Arikaans, So owe also staned
complaining

In 1980, | finished high
school and began studying at
the Commeraal  College
Johanneshurg

[hat vear | joined the Vaal
Branch ol the Congress al
Somh Alrican Students
(COSAS) Our main am was o
Jdrive for oa lree and equal
cduvanon for all siudents in
Sauth Alrica, That same year, 1
absa  startedd  attending  and
«peaking  at anti-apartheid
NLTARZS

In October 1980, the lirst ex-
ceutive cammitiee of the Vaal
kranch of COSAS was elected.
Cicina Malindi, & co-aceused in
my irial, became chairperson
and | became gencral secretary,

Among the things that
COSAS did were 10 create cen-
rres tar adult educanion and
organise  commemaoralion  ser-
vices for those who died in the
Sunweto and Sharpeville
massacres, Later, COSAS was
deciared illggal by the
government.

What did you do after you left
college?

| worked as a co-ordinator of

the Education Support Pro-
gramme of the South African
Institute of Race Relatiens,

1 also got involved in the De-
rainees  Support  Committee
which was set up 1w help
political prisoners and 1heir
families, and in the Rowntree
Support Committee which was
estzblished 10 aid people sacked
form the Rowniree factory dur-
ing the big sirike there,

When did you first realise you
were gay,

1980 was a vear of crisis in my
personal life. Altheugh | had
realised 1hat | was-gay in 1978, ]

didn’1 come out 111l 198G and the
pressures that [ came under
drove me to attempt suicide.

How did you first get involved
with the Gay Association of
south Africa (GASA)?

I joined GASA in April 1983, 1t
was supposed 1o be a non-racial
organisation. But soon after [
joined | noticed that there were
few blacks in the organisations
and they lel very isolated,

I decided that we needed a
special  group within GASA
which  would bring together
black and white gay people. |
wrote an  articlke  in the
newspapers publicising my pra
posal and inviting people 10 an
inaugural meeting,

In September 1983, 34 black
gayvs and 18 white gays came
together 10 set up a working
commitiee for the establishment
of a multi-racial gay organisa-
tion. This was eventually laun-
ched on May 3ist 1984 as the
Saturday Group and | became
the co-ordinator,

What were the circumstances
leading up (o your arrest?

On September 3rd 1984, the
Vaal Civic Association — which
is affiliated 1o the country's
main legal anti-apartheid group-
ing, the United Democratic
Fromt — organised a ‘'stay
away”' from work and schools,
It also held a march 10 protest
against the government-
imposed rent increases.

initially the march was
peacelul. However, aller some
unruly elements ereated trouble,
the police moved in to disperse
the protestors. There was a lof
of shooring by the police, 1t was
during this vielence that an ant
apartheid  activist  and  close
friend of mine, Joseph Sithole,
was killed,

When | attempred 1o atlend
has funeral on September 23d |
was arrested as soon as 1 entered
the churchyard. By the end of
that  day., more than 900
maourners were seized by the
police, Most ol them were
charged with atiepding an illegal
meeting.

Were you surprised when the
police arrested you?

I did not even suspeet rhat the
police might be Jooking for me.
1 had a feeling that they would
probably arrest some people
alter the protests ol September
3rd 1984, but | certainly didn’t
figure that I'd be amongst those
who would be picked up.

The oniv thing 1 did was to
take parl in the protest march
apainst the rent increases, | did
this because | wanted 10
associate myself with the people
of the Vaal region, since | had
lived there much of my hife and
my mother, and other refatives
and Iriends, still live there.

The Delmas Treason Tral defendants; Simorn Nkoll bottom row

They simply get released after a
couple of years and there's
nothing they can do to get com-
pensation for their
imprisonment.,

What are the charges against
you?

['he main charges are of subver-
sion, terrorism, murder, and
furthering the aims of the
outlawed  African  National
Congress. If found guilty, we
could lace execution, -

The state prosecution alleges
that at a meeting convened by
organisations affiliated to the
United Demcaratic Front in the
Vaal region, some of us mobilis-
ed and incited people against the
government-imposed communi-
ty Councillors in the black
townships. It is alleged that our
action led to the murder of tive
of those Councillors.

It is ¢claimed that | atended
the inaugural meeting of the
anti-apartheid Vaal Civie
Assaciation in 1983 and that |
spoke a1 this mecting on behall
aof the banned student organisa
tion COSAS,

fr is alleged that in my speech
| stirred up the people to hatred
and violence against the com-
munity Councillors. In fact, 1
did not auwend that meeting
because on that day my lover
had been involved in a car acci-
dent and | was in Jobannesburg
with him.

In court, | freely admitted
that [ participated in the protest
march on September 3cd, but |
denied all the other accusations

““The struggle for lesbian and gay rights is an inseparable
part of the struggle for the human rights of all South
Africans,’’

Tseko Simon Nkoli

What happened when you were
arrested?

I was detained under Section 29
of the Internal Security Act
This Act is one of South
Alrica's harshest laws. It is
designed to repress the political
opponents of apartheid,

Under this Act, the security
police can derain a person and
interrogate them for up 10 180
days without charge. Afrer 180
days are up, the gavernment can
renew the derention order for
another 180 days,

So what ofien happens is in-
deflinite detemion without trial.
Peaple can be held for mare
than two years belore being
charged. Sometimes people are
detained and never charged.

How did GASA react to your
arrest and imprisonment?

At the time of my arrest, | ofien
wondered whether they had
done anything 10 support me. In
fact, 1 received no support or
communication from GASA
from the moment of my arrest
and detention, through Lo the
trial itself. Even now, since my
release from prison on bail,
GASA has not contacted me

What were conditions like in
prison?

Prior to being released on bail in
June 1987 | had been held in
prison for a total of 33 months,
Nine of thos¢ months were
spent in solitary confinement, It
was ternible,

Once | was oul of solitary
confinement, | was allowed one
visitor twice a week for 30
minutes. Though | was permit-
ted to write and receive letters,
they were alwavs censored. That
made it hard writing to my
lover,

Our books were censored 100
and there was only one
newspaper we could read — the
pro-government Citizen. Food
parcels were forbidden.

Things were especially hard
for me as a gay person becaue |
couldn't have contact wvisits
from my lover.

How did your co-accused res-
pond (0 your gayness?
With my co-defendants there
were moments of tension when
some ©f the muttered things
about AIDS and passed anti-gay
remarks. While some of my
fellow accused didn’t want to
assaociate with me because 1 am
gay, others knew about my
gayness and accepted me fully,
In particular, Geina Malindi
and Johnny Makoena have been
very supportive. Though they
are not gay, they have gone out
af their way 1o reassure me that
[ am not alone and during my
imprisonment and trial they
have become good and loyal
friends.

What conditions have been at-
tached 1o your release on bail?
Strict bail conditions stipulate
that we must hand in our
passports to the police, report
twice daily to police stations,
stay away from the five black
townships of the Vaal region
even though it is where our
families live, and make no
political statements and attend
no political meetings.

The last condition means that
| cannot even attend the
funerals of friends who are kill-
ed if there is any chance that
there might be political speeches
made a1 the graveside.

Do you still have to attend the
trial, even though you have
completed your evidence?
All of us have 10 bhe at court
every day, When we were
granted bail, the judge stressed
that if we do not attend the trial,
we will forfeit our bail money
and be taken into custody for
the rest of the trial proceedings
which could last another year.
This requirement 10 attend
court all day every day has caus-
¢d us a lot of hardship. It means
we cannot gel a job 1o support
ourselves.

Simon Nkoli

nght

Since your release on bail, how
hate you coped with your new-
found freedom?

I am still trying 10 adapt o the
outside world after nearly three
years in detention. At first, |
found it extremely hard (o ¢com

municate with people. But it's
been encouraging to discover
that so many people have been
aware of my plight and concern-
ed for my well-being.

With the restrictive bail con-
ditions, [ still feel only semi-
Iree. Then there is the ever pre-
sent uncertainly of what the
outcome of the trial will be and
the prospect that some or all of
us may face the death penalty.

How has your imprisonment
and trial affected your relation-
ship with your lover?

It’s had a very bad effect. I'm
too tense and my lover is more
possessive than before. At the
moment I'm looking for a flat
of my own. If we live separaltely
for a while things may work out
berter.

What are your future plans?
To comply with bail conditions,
| no longer attend political
meetings or get involved with
political organisarions. | am,
however, keen 10 contribute
some non-political assistance 10
the gay cause in my spare time.
I plan to visit isolated and

lonely gay people in hospitals,
prisans and homes for the elder-
ly, 1 want 1o resume organising
social functions to bring gay
people af all colours together
and do advice and counselling
work for gays with health and
cducation problems.

Do you have a mesage for the
Hritish  Jesbian and  guy
movement?

I want to thank gayv people in
Britain for their support. 1t way
very important in helping me
through the long period 1 spent
in prison,

The letters and messages af
solidarity [ received were a greal
morale boost, They gave me
strength and reassured me thal |
was nol alone in the [light
against apartheid and for les-
bian and gay rights.

The support that | received
from gay people in Britain is an
example to gays everywhere in
the world that inrernational
solidarity is imporrant and that
gay rights cannot be separated
from other human rights. They
are part of the same struggle.

British  leshian and gay
organisations have been an in-
spiration 10 me and have given
me much hope for the future. |
hope that they will continue
supporting myself and my co-
accused throughout our irial,
until we are free,

Letters of solidarity can be sent to Tseko Simon Nkoli via his
solicitors. Write to Cardine Nicholls, Chris Naidoo and
Associates, PO Box 8694, Johannesburg 2000, Republic of
South Africa.

NAMIBIAN WORKERS IN STRUGGLE

A working conference for trade union activists

Saturday June 25th
9.30-5pm

Graves Cinema, University of Sheffield
Speakers:
National Union of Namibian Workers
Ron Todd (General Secretary, TGWU)
Rita Donaghy (Vice President NALGO)
Women Against Pit Closures
SWAPO
Sponsored by: AAM, ASLEF, FBU, GMB, NALGO, NUJ,
NUPE, TGWU, TUC
® Creche @Social
Registration: Delegates £5, Individuals £2 |waged),
50p (unwaged)
(Please register children for the creche in advance)
Organised by Namibia Support Committee, PO Box
16, London NW5 2LW. 01 267 1941/2
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The NATO election:
Stalemate in

Denmark

On May 10th Danish
voters went Lo Lhe polls
for the second time in less
than a year.

What triggered the new
elections was a Bill in Parlia-
ment which instructed the
government to send letters to
the captains of foreign war-
ships visiting Danish har-
bours telling them not to br-
ing nuclear weapons on (o
Danish territory.

The election result means
that a small majority for the
policy remains in
Parliament,

Since 1982, Denmark has
had a minority Tory govern-
ment, but with a majority in
Parliament for reduction of
nuclear weapons.

Though a new govern-
ment has not yet been form-
ed (there are eight parties in
Parliament) the old arrange-
ment is likely to continue.
Denmark has had a policy of
no nuclear weapons on
Danish territory in

peacetime, and has been a
‘‘foot-note  nation'" (like

Greece) when NATO has
passed resolutions on

nuclear weapons.

So Parliament’s decision
to send letters to the captains
of foreign warships is not a
radical new departure, (The
captains are not even asked
to reply to the Danish
government!)

By FINN JENSEN

Whar forced the govern-
ment 1o declare general elec-
tions was that the letters 1o
foreign warships was the
23rd defear in Parliament
for the Tory government on
foreign policy and nuclear
weaporns.

Arguing that  “our™
NATO allies could not live
with the decision of the
Danish Parliament, Prime
Minister Schluter hoped to
win a snap election,

Though he may continue
as head of a minority

Budapest:

change at the top
A new deal

for Hungary?

What's the smart thing
to do if you want to
become a Leader in a
Warsaw Pact country?

Pay a visit to Margaret
Thatcher.

Gorbachev did it,

And at the recent Con-
ference of the Hungarian
Socialist Workers' Party Karo-
ly Grosz, another former guest
of OQur Leader, replaced
76-year-old Janos Kadar as
Genaral Secretary of the ruling
party.

By Colin Meade
Surbiton CLP

Grosz, with a mere 57 sum-
mers under his belt, has made
himself Mikhail's man in
Budapest, and has benefited
from the pressure for a bloc-
wide changing of the guard
which goes with the new face
in the Kremlin,

Altogether less certain are
Grosz's reformist credentials.
As Prime Minister he was
responsible for a harsh austeri-
ty programme imposed in
September 1987.

He is seen as someone who
will break through the
resistance to market-
orientated reforms and take
bold steps ~ such as the
removal of subsidies and the
creation of unempioyment.

Attempts

At the same time — in line
with Gorbachev's own palicy
— attempts will be made to
broaden the base of the
regime by extending the boun-
daries of permitted political
activity.

One of his noted supporters
is Imre Pozsgay, the leader of
the so-called ''Patriotic Peo-
ple’s Front’’, which organised
those sections of the disband-
ed non-Communist postwar
parties prepared to accept the
Soviet hegemony and the
leading role of the Communist

Party (now the HSWP).

Efforts will be made through
this ftont to involve people in
the reform programme who do
not support Stalinist ideology.
No doubt national unity will be
the keynote.

It will be interesting to see
how Grosz responds to the
problem of the large Hungarian
minorities lwmg outside the

country, in Romania,
Czechoslovakia, and
Yugoslavia.

In particular, the 1.5 million
Hungarians in Romania face
systematic discrimination
from the ultra-nationalist
regime of Nicolae Ceausescu,
quite apart from sharing the
general misery of all Romanian
citizens, which has led to
significant illegal emigration
from Romania into Hungary,

Challenge

Grosz must also decide how
to respond to the challenge of
the increasingly diverse and
confident independent
movements now functioning
with considerable openness in
Hungary. One example is the
recently formed Trade Union
for Scientific Workers, which
has pledged itself to defend
members' living standards,

Grosz's predecessor, Janos
Kadar (in his day presented in
the Western press as a daring
reformist) made his views
plain at the Conference, when
he urged the delegates to con-
demn ‘‘efforts which aim at
disrupting the unity of the
trade wnion and youth
movements,”’

Does Grosz share this view?
“‘Unity of the trade union and
youth movements’' under
state control is a vital instru-
ment in ensuring that there is
no resistance to plans to get
the working class and other
less-well-off sectors of
Hangarian society to pick up
the tab for the $18 billion
foreign debt run up by the
country's rulers.

government, he did not get a
majority to overturn the
Parliament's decision on
nuclear weapons.

The Social Democrats,
who presented the Bill in
Parliament that triggered the
general elecrion watered
down its importance during
the campaign.

The Party was keen to be
seen as a true defender of

NATO, and reluctant to
champion initiatives 1o
reduce the nuclear arms
race.

During the election cam-
paign several leading
American politicians and

former military leaders were
quoted as saying that British
and American warships have

been bringing nuclear
weapons to Denmark for
vears.

The former American

Deputy Defence Secretary
Paul Warnke said: *'Your
government knows very well
that we brought (nuclear)
weapons’ to Denmark "‘and

NeJ til NATO og

Danish socialists campaign to
keep Denmark non-nuclear

vou have accepted it."’

The election result shifted
only 11 out of the 175 seats
in Parliament — with 12
parties participating in the
elelctions, Most significant
was the growth of a racist
Party from nin¢ to 16 seats.
This Party is opposed to im-

migrants, stale bureaucracy,
and high taxes,

The Social Democrats gol
29.8%, the Socialist Peoples
Party got 13%.

The Left Socialists, whose
slate included candidates of
the Socialist Workers Pariy
(Danish Section of the

5 retnln 3

USFD went from 1,4% 10
0.6% and did nol ger into
Farliament.

The  Communist Parn
(DKP) had been offered o
place on the slate 1oo. but
refused, [t got 0.8% and did
not get into Parliament

cither.

French legislative elections

Another triumph for

Mitterrand?

The big mobilisation of
the left electorate bet-
ween the two rounds of
the Presidential elections
gave Mitterrand an un-
precedented 54% to 48%
victory.

The people of the left
voted against the policies of
the Chirac-Le Pen axis and
seem to understand clearly
the difference between par-
ties of the labour movement
and bourgeois parties.

By Dave Kellaway
Newham South CLP

Yet Mitterrand has been
doing everything he can to
give the defeated right wing
a leg-up by mvumg some of
them to join in a grand
reconciliation.

It was only the sheer scale of
the right's post-election disarray
that prevented them joining the
new Rocard government. Hence
one of Mitterrand's original op-
tions — going immediately to a
broad-based government and
not calling new legislative elec-
tions — was ditched.

There was also some pressure
from inside his Socialist Party
(SP) to capitalise quickly on the
presidential success.

There were few takers from
the right for safe slots on the SP
clectoral slate: only 13
“‘Republicans” (out of more
than 500 including Left Radicals
who are old SP electoral part-
ners), In nlnu:s where such can-
didates have been imposed there
has been some anger at the SP
base,

Today the polls point 10 a
100-seat SP majority. Ironical-
ly, the decision of the Chirac
governmeni 1o drop propor-
tional representation (because
they assumed a Mitterrand
defeat) will now further weaken
the right itself.

The two mainstream conser
vative parties, Barre’s UDF and
Chirac’s RPR, are standing in a
common front, but they are still

shattered by the 14%,

Jbreakthrough of Le Pen's neo-

fascist Front National.

His movement will force fur-
ther divisions in the right over
whether to strike deals between
the two rounds of the legislative
elections.

A landslide victory for the SP
does not exclude further
manoeuvring by Mitterrand to
open his regime (0 the centre.
Leading right wing figures have
already made noises about their
future availability and faction-
fighting inside their parties has
only just begun.

Mitterrand has even sounded
out the Communist Party (CP),
Juquin, and other left forces
about joining a broad
government.

Some observers argue thar
even if big Socialist majorities
do not prevent blocs with the
right, at least they will create
ructions inside the SP, which
will be good for the left,

Swallowed

But the SP left swallowed all
the austerity and pro-imperialist
policies of the recent Socialist
government without so much as
an old-style Tribunite whimper.

All its Jeaders have been given
posts in the government, It has
few links with the trade union
movement, let alone with extra-
parliamentary struggles of any
sort,

The social composition and
style of the SP base is middle
class — even more so than the
Labour Party. The bulk of the
hard left and revolutionary
forces are outside the SP.

Unlike the famous victory of
1981, Mitterrand’s recent
triumph has not been accom-
panied by grand promises, nor
by any expectation from the
workers' movement of sipnifi-
camt changes. During 1he ¢lev-
tion perigdd there was no in-
dostrial  truce and  importan
strikes continued in key  Liae-
tories like Chausson (¢ngincer-
ing) and Michelin.

But the bosses are sanguine.
One of them interviewed in a
post-election survey, stated: '/

think the lelt are going to carry
out a centrist policy, which adds
up to a right wing one.™

Le Pen’s Front National is
likely to drop a third of its vole
in these elections, It will be hit
by the first-past-the-post
system, the new union of the
respectable right, and the dif-
ferent nature of the legislative
elections, which are less open 1o
a “‘protest’’ vote around one na-
tional personality.

However, Le Pen has already
said that if the voice of the
Front National is not heard in
Parliament (he is likely 1o go
from 32 to 5 seats) then it will
have to be expressed on the
streets.

Mitterrand

The, Mitterrand line of going
beyond the old divisions bet-
ween left and right and his con-
tinuing austerity policies play
right into Le Pen's hands. Le
Pen can roundly denounce the
deals being made in high places
and at  rhe same fime
demagogically distance himself
from the effects of ausierity.

The bankruptey of the SP line
is best symbolised in Marseilles,
where Le Pen got 30% of the
vote. The SP response is 1o put
up an independent. Berpard
Lapie, a pop entrepreneur of the
Richard Branson iy pe.

The Communist Parry should
TeRAIN A oW pereentage points,
partly from ihe far fen elee-
onate (1utte Ouvriere s nat
standiog) and pactly bevatse of
the nature  of  legislatne
elections.

This will not uluu TERGITIE

Marchais's complacem  com-
ment that “‘our influence is big-
ger than our vore™ was rejecied
by a group of internal dissidents
who launched an open appeal
for a re-examination of the
Party's line and lunctioning,
These internal  dissidents
(some of whom have illusions
about renewing the Party from
within) share many of the same
concerns as the “"Renovateur™
(renewal) curremt, headed by Ju-
quin. now outside he party,

Current

The Juquin current are not
standing candidates this time, as
they felt there was no rime 10
clarify their politics and rhat i
could make it more difficult o

link up with the internal
“renovareurs’”
This is unforiunate

However, they clearly wamt o
assert their independence both
from Juquin (whose personal
control of the presidential cam-
paign  rankled with  these
refugees from  Stalinist  prac
tices) and the Juquin syppori
committees (whom they see as
politically incoherent).

Juquin himselt, and mos!
support  commitlees, ar¢  m
favour of standing candidates,
The right schedule and the
money required mean  only
about SO0 will stand, mostly in
arcas where the Juquin vore was
strong.

The Juquin vote was disap-
pointing. This was due 1o the
newness of the movement, the
emotional pull 10 vote against
the right and Le Pen by voting
Mitterrand (even in the [lirs
round), and errors made in 1he
last few weeks of the campaign,

Juguin  made ambiguous
statements aboul whether he
would join an SP governmem
and his last TV broadeasts were
Vg,

Flos evers the overall vane tor
the G tert was Close o 5% and

irvou add apant of the ecalogis
vose il sochies the CP score.
With the CP deep i erisis, this

show s thar there s salblporential
FOr ot Tistorie revompositon of

the lete
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Benn-Heffer Campaign

The Campaign gets
going!

Tony Benn and Eric Heffer
have been addressing
rallies and meetings up and
down the country.

2,000 people turned up to
hear the candidates in Liver-
pool and 1,000 in Edinburgh.
A fringe meeting at the Wales
Labour Party Conference at-
tracted about  half the
delegates present — a big
breakthrough in a right wing
dominated region. 180
delegates packed a meeting at
the NUPE Conference.

The national campaign is
now producing three different
leaflets which will be available
soon from Joan Twaelves,
Members” Room. Lambeth
Town Hall, London SW1.

@ London for Secialism
A meeting of representatives

Report compiled by
Mark Seaton

of local Benn-Heffer groups in
London held on May 3ist
discussed building the cam-
paign in London and using it as
a springboard for reconstruc-
ting the London left after the
election in October. it was
decided to call the campaign in
the capital London for
Socialism.

25 people were prasent,
representing most areas of
London, and reported on the
progress of the campaign so
far. Developments are clearly
uneven, Some local cam-
paigns are already engaged in
serious publicity and political
debate and others are just get-
ting together. '

Pete Cooper of the NCU

Scotland
Alex Falconer

23 Church St, Inverkeithing, Fife KY11 1LH
0383 419330, 0383 418617

Ann Henderson

8 Annette St, Govan Hill, Glasgow G42 041

424 3727
North West
John Nicholson

33 Birchall Lane, Longsight, Manchester M13

061 225 5356
Northern
Bill Dodds

12 Norwood Avenue, Heaton, Newcastle NE6

5EA 091 265 6971
Yorkshire (South)
Annette Taberner

St Ronan’s Road, Sheffield S7 1DX 0742 |

583502

Jim Wilson

' Yorkshire (West, North & Humberside)

8 Heathfield Place, Halifax, HX3 OBX 0422

66898

West Midlands (Birmingham & West)

Phil Paxton

26 Antrobus Road, Handsworth, Birmingham
B21 9NZ 021 551 4969, 021 507 0850

Pete McNally

| West Midlands (Coventry & East)

51 Ashby Close, Coventry CV3 2LN 0203

28884, 0203 454338
East Midlands
Tom Vallins

c/o Labour Club, Saltergate, Chesterfield,

Derbyshire 0246 39077

Wales
Gareth Howells

15 Garnwen Terrace, Nantyffyllan, Maesteqg,
Mid Glam CF34 OET 0656 730457

| South West

Meg Crack

43 Paulton Road, Windmill Hill, Bristol 3 0272

661672
London
Joan Twelves

3 Blades House, Kennington Oval, London SE11

01 582 2955
Southern
Geoff Cutting

6 St George's Cres, Cippenham, Slough SL1

5PA 06286 62926
Eastern
Jon Lansman

cl/o Jeremy Corbyn MP, House of Commons,
London SW1A OAA 219 6173

was assigned the task of co-
ordinating the trade union
campaign in London (call 228
7000) and it was also agreed
to make contact with the
peace movement in the
capital.

The next meeting will be
held at the House of Commons
(room booked in Jeremy Cor-
byn’s name] on June 27th at
7.30pm. Please make sure
your group is represented. Call
Joan Twelves for more infor-
mation (682 2955).

@NUPE Ballot

NUPE will be balloting its
members on the Leadership
contest, The Executive will
meet on July 22nd to make a
recommendation. Ballot
papers will go out on August
12th and must be returned by
September 29th.

The ballot will be conducted
on a branch by branch basis,
with each branch counted as a
block, so make sure your
branch discusses the issues
and casts its votes — for Benn
and Heffer, of course!

If you would like to help
with the campaign in NUPE,
write to Jon Lansman, c/o
Jeremy Corbyn MP, House of
Commons, London SW1.

® Haringey for Benn and Heffer
Haringey for Benn and Heffer
has been meeting regularly
and drawing in activists from a
number of campaigns and cur-
rents. We have produced a
leaflet to launch the campaign
locally, which is now being
distributed to all local Labour
Party members, to trade
unionists and community
groups. o

On June 18th we will be
running a Maringey for Benn
and Heffer stall on Wood
Green High Road to publicise
the campaign and collect
money for striking seafarers.

On June 24th we have
organised a fund-raising
benefit with members of the
Microdisney Band, alternative
comedians, and other attrac-
tions. We will be helping to
bulld a big attendance for the
North London Benn-Heffer ral-
ly planned for July 25th in Isl-
ington Town Hall.

Besides our general leaflet
(which links the themes of the
national campaign to local
issues) we are producing
leaflets by and for trade
unionists, women, and the
local black community,

We hope to run an advert in
the local press late in the sum-
mer with a long list of local
SPONSOrsS,

We will also attempt to
deliver an open letter In late
August to every Party member
appealing to them to take part
In the branch ballots schedul-
ed for September — and of
course to vote for Benn and
Heffer, We 8lso hope to
organise small informal
meetings in local workplaces
and colleges.

@ NALGO Conference in Brighton
Tony Benn Rally — called by
Campaign Group of MPs,
organised by Morning Star,
NALGO Briefing, and NALGO
Broad Left — with Tony Benn,
Carolyn Sikorski {Chair,
Newham NALGO; and Labour

Briefing), Tony Chater (Morn-
ing Star editor), Anti-
Apartheid Speaker, Seafarers’
Women's Support Group, Syd
Platt (North-West TUC), Paul
Holmes (NALGO NEC, NALGO
Broad Left), Wednesday June
15th, Brighton Conference
Centre, 6pm.

®North-West Report
Many CLPs in the North-West
are already organising their
own Benn-Heffer campaigns
(eg Salford East, Chester,
Manchester Withington,
Birkenhead, etcl. Others are
planning events to ask all can-
didates where they stand.
Others are organising
‘‘questionnaires’’ to the con-
testants, asking which way
they voted on Alton, whether
they support British troops
withdrawal from Ireland,
whether they will vote for ex-
puisions and suspensions of
patliamentary candidates, etc.
The biggest rally this month
in the North-West will be in

‘Manchester — 7.30 on Friday

June 10th, Manchester Town
Hall, wheelchair disabled ac-
cess now available, with
Benn, Heffer, Mahon, Wise
and an NUS speaker,

® Benn-Heffer in Berks

Five constituencies were
represented at a meeting set-
ting up a Berkshire-wide Benn-
Heffer campaign. There was
discussion about limiting the
campaign to internal Labour
Party structures, but the over-
whelming feeling was that the
campaign is an opportunity to
reach new people and bring
them into the Party as part of
an organised fightback against
the current Leadership.

It was considered especially
important to organise in trade
unions and workplaces. We
aim to get speakers to trade
union branches, and to pro-
duce leaflets directed at par-
ticular groups of workers and
workplaces explaining why
the Benn-Heffer campaign Is
important to them.

It was also agreed that the
Campaign would be the first
step in an ongoing effort to co-
ordinate the left in the local
Parties.

A local witch-hunt was
discussed — five members of
Bracknell Labour Party are be-
ing expelled for alleged
association with Militant.

It was agreed to hold
meetings in Bracknell,
Reading, Slough, Wokingham,
Windsor and Maidenhead, and
possibly Newbury to assist in
building for big meetings with
the candidates in Reading and
Slough later in the year. Con
tact D. Warren, c¢/o 90 Royal
Avenue, Calcot, Reading.
Berkshire.

® Heading South-west

Tony Benn will be speaking in
Exeter on September st at
the Barnfield Theatre on Barn-
field Road at 8pm.

For further details of the
Benn-Heffer campaign in the
area contact: Ray Davison, 55
Salterton Road, Exmouth, tel.
Exmouth 277481 (for Exeter
and South East Devon); or Neil
Bathurst, 21 Cowley Moor
Road, Tiverton, tel, Tiverton
253878 (for mid-Devon).

Fight, fight
and fight
again!

Continued from front page

book Labour’s Future that some people in the Labour
Party want to abandon socialism and accept that the
capitalist system, with some minor changes, is here to
stay.

There is not one word in the document about working
with the trade unions. It says it is essential that
government agencies and Local Authorities work in
partnership with firms, the CBI, trade associations,
and chambers of commerce ‘‘so that the process of
policy-making and industrial development is one of
concerted action.”

Apparently, this means concerted action between
capitalist firms, without the trade unions!

The whole document is obsessed with competition,
the hallmark of the capitalist system. Surely, as
socialists, we believe in production for use, not for
profit. That concept is now being abandoned and com-
petition is being placed at the centre of Labour’s
policy.

Some competition in a publicly-owned socialist
economy would need to be considered, but what is be-
ing proposed there is competition without any fun-
damental change in society and that, in essence, is ac-
cepting Thatcher's agenda.

The document talks of a new approach to public
ownership. A new approach is one thing, but abandon-
ment is surely something else.

Instead of genuine public ownership, we are offered
the “public interest company” and “strengthened
regulating authorities which will have the power to
monitor and enforce those standards.” The standards
are “service to the consumer, investment, pricing
policy and other measures of economic performance.”

The document does admit: “In some cases a change
in ownership or control as well as regulation may prove
necessary if the consumer and economic interest is to
be fully safeguarded.” Big deal,

Forgive me, but | thought public ownership under
democratic control (as advocated in Clause IV of the
Party constitution) was essential to get rid of class
society and the privileges that arise from it, and that it
was the means by which we could transform an
undemocratic capitalist society into a democratic
socialist one. "

The document talks about Sweden. Sweden may be
better than Tory Britain, but it is still not a truly
socialist society. ;

Today, with the tremendous advances of modern
technology, Britain with a publicly owned socialist
economy can, together with other European countries,
create a Europe-wide socialist society.

When the document talks of “developing a new agen-
da for European co-operation”, it is words without con-
text. The real issues are not seriously raised.

Who is to own and control the means of production,
distribution, and exchange? What are we to do about
the monopolies and the multinationals? Who has
power, and how do we transfer it from capitalist com-
panies to the people?

| call upon members. of the Labour Party to oppose
this document and to defeat it at Conference.

The truth is that after the policy review of 1957,
Labour did not win the 1959 General Election. Gait-
skellite reformism, with its compromise on basic
socialist issues, was a disaster.

Today, we are hearing the old Gaitskellite argument
rehearsed once again. It is the argument of retreat and
compromise, of acceptance of the capitalist status quo
masquerading as realism. The answer to it is to relate
the argument for socialist policies to the lives of the
people.

For example, if we want safety at sea, we need public
ownership of our ships, ferries, docks and ship-
builders. Had we had genuine socialist public owner-
ship in this area we would not have had the Zeebrugge
disaster.

We must advocate People before Profits, and explain
why and how public ownership can make that idea a
reality.
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