No Witch-hunt! Ilo expulsiong:

The Lzbour Party should be poised
to win the next general election by
an overwhelming majority, elected on
its most radical program ever. But
the opinion polls show that the Tories
who are actually putting into practice
their most radical policies ever, are
way out ahead, with Margeret Thatcher
being considered a far more effective
leader then Micheel Foot.

The right wing in the Labour Party
will tell you that Foot is unpopular
becouse he is seen as & men of the
left,; and because he hos refused to
deal with 'infiltretors!® in the parity
Now that he is taking oction agcinst
tMilitant!y; the argument goes, all
will be well. This is but @ ﬂuole
screen for an extremely well-plen
campaign, not only agoinst the
"Wilitent'y, but against all the
policy geins made by the left of the
Lebour Party over the last few years.
It is the right that is threatening &
Labour victory, by fudging policies
which they oppose. The Healeyites in
the party are very busy trying to
persvade those who hold the purse
strings that the next Labour govern-
ment will pose no real threat to
existing financial 1not1tut10nu§ nor
to troditionsl defence deals, partic-
ularly with the USA. In order to do
this they heve introduced tie
bureaucratic measure of, the register,
clearly ome which paves the way for
witch-hunts and expulsions. This
attack, seemingly aimed at & small
and scctorian section of the Lobour

Party, is in reality only the begin--
ning of attack on the left e a
whole. The press are far more fright-
ened of the brood-based militont
left-wingers in the CLFs and the
trode vnions, who would probably
c2ll themselves Bennites, than they
are of the 'Militent'. Unilateral
auclear disarmament ond withdrawel
from the EREC are the key issucs,
supported ond fought for by the
mojority of activists - and these are
the policies that would force @ future
Lebour government to trecad & very
different path from those taken
previously. To put it another ways
Tony Benn's statemcnts cause the
Drily Express for greater apoplexy
thfn Ted Grant's ut pian remblings.
Despite the decisions token o
union confcrences before SBeptember,
ageinst the witch-hunt, vnion leaders
in the porty still used the block
vote, either naively or cynically,
to ensvre thot Conference voicd in
favour of the register. What Confer-
ence did not vote for was o witch-
hunt ond expulsions. dpecker aiter
speuker, in favour of the register,
stressed that they were against witch-
hunts. Souvthampton Labour FParty
reaffirmed our policy against cxpul-
sions snd witch-hunts before Confer-
ence, and it is up to us, drawing on
the support of renk and file trade
unionists to make sure thot cxpdsions
do not take place here, If other
constituencies do the szmc, ony ottempt
ot expulsions will fail. But we must
base our fight on the premise thot

pto

FORUM on the politice of Tony Benn
Speakers: John Denham, PPC for Southempton, Itchin
Alan Freeman, Author of "The Benn Heregy"; ond

i

& Socialist Challenge supporier

Steve Jefferies, Socialist Workers Party
&t the October Books Festival, Argyle Road F.&. Centre,

Sunday l4th November.

Debate starts 4 pm.



eny witch-~bhunt is an attack on the
left os o wholej our compaign must
have broad-bosed support cmong the
youth of the party, and in the unions,
Wie should note the success of the
Lebovr Wovement conference ageinst the
witch~hunt orgenised on 30th October
by Hackney CLP, =nd aim %o link up
with their initiatives. We should also
back the regional confercnces being
orgenised by 'Militant', providing
they are genuinely representative, and
net sinply 'Militant'® rallies.

It is wvitel to see this fight as =z
political fight to defend hord-won
policies, such as unilateral nuclear
disarmement, against the attocks of
the right wing, who are prepcored to
disrupt the Labour Party, rather than
come to power on such policics, We
must not be side-tracked into & simple
'defend Militont' line; we must fight
expulsions all the vay, and unity in
action is our only hope of success.

Wyn Jeffery

B T

-sointroducing Southompton Labour Briefing

This is the first issue of what we
hope will be a regular monthly
bulletin, produced by supporters of
the weekly socialist newspaper
"Socialist Challenge". "Socialist
Chzllenge® provides a gerious and
systematic analysis of the major
political, industrial ond socizal
issues in Britain ond internationally.
We campoign in the treade unions for
the rcturn of & Lobour government

D

firmly committed to cerrying out the
redical socialist policies acopted by
the Lobour Porty over the lost few years.

Socialist Chollenge®”™ supporters
orgonise monthly discussion meetinss.
Recent topies hrwe included FPolend,
Irelond, Central Americn, Women's
Liberationy; ~nd how sociclists should
work in the unions.

If you weuld like further information
cbout our activities ; we con be
contacted on Southampton 39€51.

Solidrrity's struggle

As the left in the Lebour rarty
faces the wrath of the Foot leader—

ship for supporting Tony Benn againgt

Denis the menace, the left in Poland
is suffering the perscoution and

banning of their trade uvnion Solidarnosc

Foot, frightened by the press
campaign which threatens to rob hin
of 2 Labour victory in the election,
is prepared to suffocate dissent.
Jaruzelski, in the shodow of the
Soviet Union and similarly =freid
for his cereer, is determined to
crush the Polish workers movecment.

The imposition of state/party
contrclled unions (Jaruzelski's
register) is meeting stubborn
resistence however, The new unions
are being boycottied everywhere. At
the October Revolution printing
plant in Wersaw, which employs
several thousand workers, 11 joined.
At the URSUS plant irn Gorzow, out of
55,000 workers, 90 joined:; ot the FSC
truck factory in Iublin, 33 out of
necrly 10,0005 at WSK in Swidnik, 20
ot of 9,000; #nd =t Nowa Huta, wherc

the new 'union' has offices znd controls strugples for demoor iic workers

the p@ant rodio, 100 joined out of
40,000,

Now throughout the country, the pre-

parations wre going on for the next
test of strength- the general strike

ContiNUESe . . v

called for November 10th,

The stokes are very large and they
are far from confined to Polcond. The
struggle of the Polish workers for
democratic rights, for trade-union

o rights, and for a seli-managed

republic based on the sociclisition
of the mecns production and their
control by workers couvncils is o
strugegle for socialism. It is port of
our struggle. Victory for the Polish
workers would give & powerful impetus
for other workers victories( and
cxtro~parliomentery ones at that!),

L defeat for them would be o defent
for us as well,

Inowedibly; the right wing in this
sountryy inside and outside the Labour
Party, are able to get nwoy with
slandering the Dennite left as being
some kind of new stalinist group.

Our rcepense cen only be to redouble
solidarity with Soliderity, to expose
the Lebour burccucracy's reluctance
to give active support to those
resisting the Pelish burezucrecy, and

to demonstrate our gommitment to all
control. £
Izn Farker
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Last Wednesday's NEC marks
- 4i/ a new move in the pogrom of
the left. The basis on whicn the
expulsion of "Militant" is to
take place has been changed. The
original NEC document, outlining
the case for a register, named
"Militant" as being ineligible

to register, without offering
them the opportunity to apply.
Having received legal advice that
this might be contrary to natural
justice, the NEC set about an-
other test to which "Militant"
could be put - one they ielt con-
fident it could not meet. This
shows very clearly the motives of
the NEC: this is not an organis-
ational move, but a political one
aiming to remove the influence

of the "Militant", and eventually
other tendencies that rignt for
the adoption of socialist poli-
eles.

In a move away from the idea
of a register, and towards the
proscribed list, and a witch-hunt,
the NEC will shortly consider
whether "Militant" is eligible to
affiliate to the Labour Party as
an organisation, despite the fact
that no such application nas been
submitted. It is probable that
the NEC will deem anyone in any
way sympathetic to Miilitant" to
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THE WAGES OF UNITY
IS EXPULSICN

Last Vednesday tne NEC had a
to make a Labour govern-

(f A Juent safe for capitali t
L iﬁ;(/mgn safe for capita ism, or not.

) A~ Mheir preference is now clear, as 18
their means. The means can perhaps be
" /construed as the ultimate aim for party
/democracy - that the policies oI the rank
/4 and file and those of the parliamentary
-7/ leadership match exactly. The catch, however
- /1is thatthose members whose views don't at
“./ present reflect
P cabinet will have
/7 in order for tnis interesting form of “democratic
centalism" to work. A Labour Party committed to

socialist policies is being driven over a cliff by
oy iLemmingist" dogma of the right
/%/wing. Since the CLFPs persistently refuse to be reduced to
‘7% Conservative-style supporters'’
/' /narrowly right wing party requires
~/oppose the class-collaborationist policies of the right wing,
of socialismi.

those of the PLF and the shadow
to sacrifice tuneir membership

elub, tne creation of a
the silencing of all who

be a member, and therefore liable
to be expelled. This could rapid-
ly tead to a situation in whicn
it would be impossible for any
party member to seéll or even Dbe
seen reading a copy of iilitant®
and prepare for the discrediting
oI anyone proposing a motion in-
cluding sucia policies as nation~
alisation. The new NEC proposals
tnerefore go much further than
the old, and present a far greater
danger to the left of the party,
preparing the ground for the in-
tinidation or expulsion of a very
wide layer of activists, notably
211 those who publish tineir own
newspapers and magazines.

In order to ensure taat the
leadersnip controls the membership
ana not vice versa, the right wing
need to undermine party democracy.
Announcing that the removal of
nMilitant® was 'mot a one-off job'
Golding is preparing to reverse
all the gains of the last two
years, and indeed of long-establ-
ished democratic rights, starting
with the Campaign for Labour Party
Democracy. It is, vital tinat all
constituencies and affiliated
trade unions fight back. In Ber-
mondsey the local Farty are Assert-
ing their right to choose tneir
own candidate, and resisting the



attempts of the NEC to impose a
candidate or shortlist. In Hornsey
the Party has voted to accept
Tarig Ali as a member, and demand-
ed to know the basis on which the
NEC wish to remove him, despite a
threat of disbandent if they do
not comply. The disbanding of
Hornsey Labour Party can only
damage Labour's prospects in the
coming general election, despite
the NEC's assertions that it is
acting solely in tihe electoral
interests of the Party. All those
who are fighting for a Labour
government committed to socialist
policies should defend the CLEs
under attack, and be prepared to
follow them if necessary. On no
account should be thne NEC be

allowed to isolate the CLPs that
are in the front line.

The Labour Against the Witch-
nunt (LAW) campaign, formed out of
a conference called by Hackney CLF,
is attempting to organise for the
defence of parties such as Hornsey,
and tnereby the whole left, on the
widest possible basis. It is un-
fortunate tnat the "Militant" dom-
inated Labour Steering Committee
against the Witch-hunt have decl-
ined to fully co-operate with LAW.

Soutnampton Labour Party should
continue to support the campaigns
of LAW and the Labour Steering
Committee, in carrying out its
declared policy of fighting witch-
hunts and expulsions.

Gareth Harbed
Richard Correll

DEFEND ABORTION RIGHTS

Lord Robertson of Oakbridge, a
52 year old merchant banker, has
introduced a new anti-abortion
bill into the House of Lords. The
bill aims to greatly restrict the
grounds for abortion by slightly
altering the wording of the 1967
Abortion Act. Section one of the
Act would then read: "that tne
risk of pregnancy would involve
serious risk to the 1life of the
pregnant woman, Or if injury to
the physical or mental health of
the pregnant woman oI any existing
family is substantially greater
than if pregnancy Wwere terminatedV
(Amendments shown underlined.)

Normally a bill from the Lords
would have little chance of be-
coming law without being given
government time. But the bill co-
incides with the ballot for
private member's bills. Heading
the ballot were well-known anti-
sbortionists sucn as John gorrie,

" the Women's Centre,

Norman St.John Stevas, and Ray
Witney. If one of them was to take
on Lord Robertson's bill, it would
shorten the parliamentary proced-
ure considerably.

Tf this happens Southampton
Labour Party, in co-operation with
the LPYS,
Trades Council, and local trade
unions, must mount a campaign to
defend a woman's right to choose.
As an immediate first step all
members snould be informed of the
very real tareat that the 1967
Act now faces. Abortion rignts anave
been under attack before, from the
Benyon, White and Corrie bills,
and from the changes made in the
documentation required by goverin-
ment. On each occasion they have
been defended, but we must not be
complacent. If necessary Wwe must
mobilise the whole Labour lMovement
to support a woman's Fiztit to
choose.

Mike Tucker

ABOUT THIS BULLETIN

This is the second issue of a monthly bulfetin
produced by Soutnampton supporters orf tlie weekly

socialist newspaper

"Socialist Challenge".

We

intend the bulletin to cover the most important
issues facing the Labour movement locally and
nationally. for furtner information on our policy
and local activities, phone Southampton 39851.
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Thatcher's visit to the Falk-
lands, coupled with the announce-
ment that there will be an April
budget, shows that i% is now
vitually certain that we will be
faces with a general election
this year. This election will
not be an ordinary one, but will
determine the course of British
society for a decade or more.

With mass unemployment, falling
living standards, decaying welfare
services and fallipgg production
- it might be expected that the
Labour Party is poised to win
with an over-whelming majority,
elected on its most radical
programme for decades. But it is
the Tories, who are putting into
practice their most radical
solutions, who are the most
popular at the moment, and are
confident of winning the election.
All socialists in the Labour
Party must ask themselves why
this is.

Dennis Healey and the rest of
the right in the Party (and their
friends in the media) tell us
that the party is unpopular
because Michael Foot is too ‘'left’
and because he has refused to
deal with the left in the Party.
All would be well if the extrem-
ists were expelled, and Labour
returned to its 'traditional'
policies. This argument is a
smokescreen, to mask the SDP
fellow-travellers' opposition
to the policy gains oi the lert,
which have given us a programme
with the potential of gaining
mass support. Dennis Healey wants
to return to the discredited

LABOY

. and counter-revolution®
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policies of the past, the policies
of a Labour government which

obeys the wishes of the Pentagon
and the City, rather than Party
Conference and the TUC.

Labour can win only if it can
present a clear socialist altern-
ative to the Tories and the SDF.
The two central planks of such a
policy must be unilateral nuclear
disarmament, and a programme to
fight unemployment. Labour must
clearly be seen as the Party that
will get rid of Cruise, Trident,
US bases and all nuclear weapons
from Britain. We must, witn CND
and the TUC, build a mass campalgn
against tne missiles, which will
strengthen a future Labour govern-
ment in its fight to get rid of
nuclear weapons. Unemployment can
only be ended by a policy which
takes control of the economy out
of the hands of the capitalist
class and runs it in the interest
of the working class.

In order to prevent Labour
enetering the election on a
socialist programme, Healey and
the right have launcined the
witch-hunt. Any expulsions,
nowever, are a threat to the
whole of the Party, and are not
just aimed at Militant or any
other one tendency. Southampton
Labour Party must maintain its
policy of opposing expulsions and
witch-hunts, and support the
constituency parties that are
under threat from the NEC.

PTO



The policies wi Do #% Healiey
were tried by the last Labour
government, and they resulted
in Thatcher's victory. %e must
resist any attempt to return to
those failed policies, and inst-
ead enter the coming election
with a clear socialist altern~
ative to Thatcher.

“the right

We wuot delena tne hard-won
policies of recent years against
wing, who are prepared
to lose the election than come
te power on such policies. We
cannot allow them to succeed.

Soutihampton

southampton Labour Brieling

is a bulletin produced by members

of Southampton Labour “a ty whno
support the policirs of "Socialist

-Challenge",
is a weekKly newspaper wLich aims
to provide a serious and systen-

atic analysis of the major polit-

ical, industrial and social
issues
ally.
0f a Labour government firmly
committed to carrying out the

radical socialist policies adopt-

ed by the ILabour Party and the
2 nver the last few years.

raocialist bhvl; cnge'

in Britain and internscion-
It campaigns for the return

Labour Briefing

We are aliso active in local
trade unions and in Trade:
Counecil ang CND. We hold ionth’
discussion meetings, at wiich
recent topics nave inciucsd
rYoland, Ireland, Central Amer &:

Women's Liberation and t.c

caiipaign against the with-h *.
If you would lixge fu:taer
information on our poli.ies !¢
activities, we can be onta s
Ly phoning Southampton 3987
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Last year's Labour Party conference
voted by on’ overwhelmings majority to
ban plastic bullets. This is a big step
forward. It makes Ireland once again an
issve in the British Labour Novement.

Outside Britein, as always, the repres-
sion being meted ocut in its oldest
colony is more clearly secen. The huro-
pean Parlisment has called for an end
to the use of plastic bullets (the vote
was 110 to 43, with only Dritish Tories
end Horthern Irish Unionists voting
agoinst). Why all the fuss?

Plastic bullets were first uged in
the North of Irsland in 1973, to
succeed the more unrelizble rubber
bullets. Incidents like the blinding
of ten year old Richerd Moore in 1972
(when there was actually no rioting in
the arez) had led the security forces
to introduce a weapon they could more
accurately target. Target at whom?

Plastic bullets are not voed as =n
'onti-terrorist' weapons real bullets
are fired ot those who attack the
security forces, or miss chéckpoints
and roadblocks. Flagtiec bullets arc
used on the strects to deal with
protest. In fact many of the decd and
injurcd hod not been involved in rioting
but were just going sbout their business
or looking out of their windows, or werc
children playing in the street or
running errands. Seven of the fouricen
plestic bullet desths hove hecn children.
The very use o6f plastic bullets has led
to rioting in protest at their use. As
3ishop Daly hes pointed out, "Flastic
bullets are responsible for more riots
than they have quelled®.

Plagstic bullets are not, as their
neine sugeests, hormless. In addition to
the deaths they have inflictcd horrific
injuriecs, including blinding, brain
demege, and parcalysis. Paul Corr, for
exemple, was shot in 19¢1 by Royeal

i ;
‘ Heing

Horine commendog,; firing from a p

)

hit him on
pafl of it
s

Landrover. The plastic bullet
the side of his nose, tcaring
off, and shattering his palate. Paul v
12 years old. Agein there wes no rioting
in the area. Plastic bullets ardes
heavy as cricket balls, and horder. They
leave the gun at 160 mph.

The resolutions passed at internsotion-
al lovely; =nd the hard-won Lebour Fartyr
vote in October,; along with the Bishop
of SDalisbury's call last weck for & ben,
ere useful. But now it is the urgent tosk
of constitvency porties and trade union
brenches to translate the commitment dinto
cection. The Lobour movemcnt delegete
conference in lonchester on 26th Februrry
is sponsorcd by & number of MPs ond
organigationg, It aims to build & com-
peign which can ensure that the use of
plegtic bullets is ended.

The emergency motion from Stlukes
is a call for Southompton Labour farty
to support this initistive.

Ian Perker

NIURNATIONAL  BOCIAL

-

orgoniscd in &id of
Anti--Apzrtheid
Chile Solidarity
Bl salyzdor Sélidority
Yriends of Felestin

o

to bc held on 5 Februery,
at pt.Matthew's Church Hall

storts 7.30 pm

Chile
Polestine

Bl bulvodor
oouth Africo

fueic from

Food and refreshments avoilchle

We vrge you to support this cvent.



BLOODY  SUWDAY

This week is the eleventh enniversary
of the murders of 14 unarmed demonstrat—
ors by the British Army in Derry in 1972.
It is remembered annvally as both an
atrocity snd o significant turning point
in the recent history of the North of
Ireland.

The notorious parschute regiment
shot the fourteen civilians on what was
one of meny marchcs for civil rights in
the late 1960s and early 1970s. Basgic
rights to housing, employment and voting

had been denied to the catholic minority
since the partition of Ireland in 1921.
By 1968, when the rest of Western Burope
was enjoying a comparatively high stand--

ard of living, this discrimination

could no longer be tolerated. However,
no significent reforms were offered by
the Loyalist Stormont government of the
times instead the RUC and Loyalis

groups resisted the passase of thesc
marches to the extent that street battles
ensued. After the British troops were
sent in to 'keep the peace', draconiay
measares were introduced to prevent
further protests by the catholic minor-—
ity. It was agoinst these measures -
internment of hundreds without trial or
chorge and bonning of all demonstrations
~ ag well as for ecivil rights, that a

D e e T R

for 30 Janveory
into o erowéd "of

demonstration wag col
1972 in Derry. It wase
demonstrators, who were Ilcclrg from
water cannon ond O3 gas, that the
Parachute Regiment shot live rounds.
As a result fourteen people died.

the resultant public vproay was
rquictened by a government encuiry upler
Lord Wwidgery, which itsgelf attemptec to
cover up the rcgl Sbo“’ The Army
claimed that they had fired at sni-ers
in the local flats; yot not onc of the
dead were carrying arms, and all 'it-
nesses denied having ~°ep or heax guns
other than those of the Army. Wi-gery
remarkeds “.,.firing bordered oy the
reckless"; while contradicting -imsclf
by saying: "therc was no breskown in
diseipline™. The daily papers, selcct-

ive as ever, claimed thet Widery had
clecared the Army of blame, arl no

soldier was ever prosccuted. In fact
Colonz1l Wilford, who had coranded the
Paras on that day reccived wn OBE for
his work.

It was left {to the Deryr City
Coroner, lir O'Neill 4o st:tc the
obvious horrific fac; that it wes
"sheer unadulterated murder®,

Tome

SbUﬁHAMFTON LABOUR BRIWFIN

Southempton Lobour Bricfing is
weckly socialist newpaper

a bulletin produced by
“Socialist Challengs”. For further detoils of

B

svpporiers of the

our

loeal

policies and local meetings phone Southampton 39851,

PAY THF WATER WORKERS:

The watcr workers' strike is develop-

ing into & crucial test of strength in
the battle ageinst the Tory government.

To cdefeat the 4/ pay limit imposed by
Thetcher would be o massive blow to her
line of ‘resolute government', and
magsgive boost to the morale of workers
everywhere.The rosvwlt will be
important in view of the impending
general election, expected this year.
Despite their powerful position to
disrupt both industry and domestic

copoonal iy

supplies the water workers face a number
of problems. Forecmost will be the huge

press compaign to turn public opinion
against them. Second will be the use of
strike breakers, eg troops. Third will be
the union leadership's cmphr31s on pay
differentials, rather then = rise that
beats inflation, which could cut off sup-

I

SMASH THE 4 % @
port of the low

paid in other industries.

Fourth is the donger of withdraw 1 of TUC
support (as havnpened in the ASIEF disputc)
if the dispute does not reach repid

conclusion, given its horsh effects.
The Labour Party can support the woter
workers by explaining the ecase for th:

1311 1IRG oL cdany camsd piicat AL 1B POSTCHkc I
who is prolonging the dispute by refusing

their rezsonable and necessary claim. We
eed to secure support.ior a national
campaign with the backing of the whole
trade union and L:bour movement, to break

the 4% limit and win'a proper + rage for
all public Sector workers. As a shart the
FPCs should issue o statement in support
and wards should organise fund-roising s
was done in the heelth dispute.

Richord Correll
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Despite what 'Sir Robin Day' and the

ell-paid scribes of the Tory press way
bay9 Labour did not lose Bermondsey
because its candidate was too left wing.
However the defeat -hag shown the failures
of Lebour that must be reversed if the

party is to win the next general eslection.

Labour's defeat in Bermondsey can bhe
put down to a number of factors. Firstly
a section of the party leadership did
not want reter Tatchell to win. LEvidence
of this was the pulping of his election
leaflets, the ceancelling of his firsit
press confervente, and the %timing of the
vxpvlolon of the !'Nilitant' editorial

oard for the day beforc polling. These
cvents during the cempaign had been
pre—~figured by liichaczl Foot's disovning
of Tatchell in parlisment last year, and
the attempts of the AC to impose &
‘candidate on the Bermondscy Farty.

These ‘own goals' by the NEC provided
the Tory gutter press and the right wing

cendidates with the opportunity to carry
out & political and personal smear
palen uﬂalnst Peter Tetchell. No
labour candidate should he ashamed of
hiving refused to fight in the imperisl-
igt war in Vieitnam, or of being Gajy.
That those who would have voted Labour
before did not do so beceuse of this,
demonstrates the nced for Lsbour to
campaign for Gay Risghts and ogainst
such as the one fought in Vietnam.
But the rcasong for Labour's defeat
20 beyond what happened in Bermondscy
itself. We have to accept that many
Lebour voters have been disillusioncd
by.the last Labour government, end will
only vbte For us if “they can ‘sec the
Farty putting forwerd a clcar socialist
alternative to the Torics. It was in
1961 when Labour was orgonising messive
merches and compaigns egainst unenploy-—
ment that support for the Tories fﬂll
and thet for the Labour Farty inoreased.
The ories wore onily able 6 recover
when Labour failed to oppose Thatcher's
war in the Atlantic:
Victory in the ge
not be achieved by a retrest from the
policies adopted by the last threc
conferences. lihat the right are aiming

wars
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for is & fudging of the policy of uni-
lateral nucleardisarmement, and a return

restraint and
the right are
the party by expelling
001 11 5t T‘011010'3., They

to the policies of pay
cuts. At .the same timo
trying to divide
supaortors of

G 1 l Alliance

§=
A by ma,lcing Lr BouY
olicies indi

stinguisghable from tnezrs,

It means that instufu of upniting with
the water workers snd CND to fight the
Torics, our resourses are being turned

(\.GL'.ll’lu'L ouxr
guccced wo
hundreds of A

own membership. IE they
will be isolated from
thoussnds of supporters of

4 e
LIS

CHD and Greenhom Common, ond from those
trade vnionists fighting uncmployment
and low pay. This would mcan megsive

voters,
defeat of

by working class
only reverse the
o dnteo the election
campeign for the
over the logt
ment, a 35
=

We will
Bermondscy if we

on the hasis of & mass
socialigt policies adoptcd
few years.- nuclsar disarm:
and no incom
d

hour weck es policy, These
policies are the road %o & Lobour victory.
Mike Tucker

SOUTHANMTTON LABCUR BRIsIING

pouthampton Lebour Brizfing is produced
monthly by o number of members of

Sovthampton Iebour tirty. IL you would

like more inforinction about our
rolicies please contact us on Soton
29
I jd.o
MAY DAY 1983

There will be festival and socizl
orgenised by bouthempton Trodes Council
invelving exhibitions, stalis, films,

games, &nc¢ speakers, including Reg Lace
&t 630 and the I?Csc Ir th@ evening

will be
at Mountbatten Wh.atre

Sundey 1lst sy, 3pm - llpm
Tickets £1.70, ~nd £1 unwaged
including food. Children frec.

there



SLL/CLPD —~ which aiust the

Prior to last year's LP conforconce
the Cempaign for Labour Party Democracy
(CLFD) gove notioce of its prefercnce
for o 'democratic' recgister, thercby
signalling its vnwillingness to

rgonise an effcctive campaign against
the expulsions which would logically
follow from the FEC'c version.

41 the end of January this year
the AGM of the CLPD voted, by 2
majority, to apply to the NEC
registration, thus laying thc ground-—
work for thce NLC to expel five members
of the 'liilitant' editorial board, on
the ¢ve of the Bermondscy by—~clection.

Members of Southempton Labour Left
(SLL) attcnded the CLFD conforcence
and votcd for rcgistration. This 'hard
corc' of SLL (no metephors cbout
rotten apples to be found horo&) CON-—
prised individuval membcers of CLPD,
ar.d were therefore under no obligetion

to represent SLP's outright copposition
to rcgistrotion and concomitant

expulsions. However thcse comrades
occupy important Lobour Party positions
and thurcforc reagons for their action
and their opinions on the rolc of the
CLPD should bc soughtoe

* Ts it SLL policy to support
registration?

% It was SLL policy to oppose cxp
Is this still the case, and by whet
mcans? Does the SLL support CLPs who
refusc to implement cxpulsions?

* How do they reconcile their argument
(SLL No.l) thet CLFs should sbide by

LF conference on constitutions] matters
with the denial of sccess to the
constitution of those expelled?

Should this top down 'democratic?
centrelism apply to their asctivities
&8 individuel members?

*hs representatives ond prospective
representatives of BLP's policies; how
will they counter the suspicion that
the alacrity with which they oppose
the register and expulsions will be
somewhet lacking in view of their
personal beliefs as manifested by
their CLPD voting?

ILP,
proposed the

Hidie precursor to the SLL, first
idea of a register. Was
this = means of attacking the nature

and politics of the ‘'Militent' through
'exposing' its organisationsl structure?

pulsions.

witch-hunt?

* If so, cen we therefore blame the
SLL's sectarisn mentality for the
witch-hunt and its repercussions? If
not, were the ILI‘/SLL ever so slightly
naive in not anticipating the speed
with which the right wing seized upon

their jolly jape?

uestions are not necessarily
rhetoricall
In accordence with the formet of

the SLL's 'sixth form reviecw'
Star will be awerded to the flrst
complete entry — poseibly for owm goele.
Gareth Narbed
"Bennite and infentile leftist®

(V.Derer, CLPD Exec.)

Red

STOP TE
The witch—hunt hos sterted. After
months of deferred decisions and cha ), G

ing tactics the NEC voted on 23 Feb to
to expel the five members of the Mili-
tont &ditorisl Board as members of on
organisation ineligible to affiliate +o
the Party. The persistance with which
the NiEC hove exemined different woys of

removing the Hilitant tendency is o
clear sign of the .olitical importence
they attotch to it, and shows thot it

is not the supposed constituvtional off--
enceg that hove put their heads on the
bloeit,

Islington Central CLF have slready
announced that they do not intend +o
expel FPeter Taffe, and the others invol-
ved,; Hommersmith North ond MNorwood are
expected to do the same. All CLPs, such
as ours,; that have a policy of opposing
expulsions now have = duty to sunport
these CLFs, who will com¢ under srent
rressure from the NEC, and perhops will
e Sl with svspension.

wnreatenec
The witch-hunt, if allowed to procecd

will not stop at the Militent Tditorial
Board., It is an essential part of the
right wing's c¢fforts to roll back the

gaing.of the left end 6 widl attﬂmpt

9
to isolate and intimidste 2ll who
out for socialist policies.

It i1l behoves anybne on the left to
stend back while the Militont are
2xpelled - they moy be next

Richerd Correll
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GAY LIBERATION AND SOCIALISN / ‘°,

The motion from St.lukes, together
with the Charter of the Campaign for
Homosexual Equality, contain & few modest
proposals for fighting the oppression of
Gay people. A significant minority of the
population, perhaps 5-10%, consistently
prefer partners of their own sex, while
a further section have occasional Gay
contacts. This pattern crosses all bound-
aries of age, gender, race, occupation
and social class, and hence in Britain
affects several million, the overwhelming
me.jority of whom hide or refuse to recog-
nisc their sexual orientation.

The 19467 Sexual Offences Act has not
truly legalised Gay relationships. Con-
senting adults in private are no longer
prosecuted, but members of the armed
forces and merchent navy, as well as men
under 21 can still face criminal charges.
The police harass Gay clubs, and can dep-
ort Gay non-citizens, while employers
often discriminate, cespecially in work
involving contact with children.

The CHE Charter demands en end to theset&s

forms of discriminction, but it also
demands that socicty takes positive
attitude to Gay men and women, as real
people with an equal contributioen to makes
With the rise of capitalism the nuclear
family has been firmly .established as the
model of social relstions. Gay people
roject this model, and have come under
ferocious attack, culminating in the Vic-
torion notion of homosexuality as a dis—
casc. Socialists should vigorously resist
any such notion, and the conclugions it
leads to. It is clear that Gay relation-
ships have occurrcd at all times, and in
2ll pleces in human historys and. are in
fact part of the normal scope of human
CXpericnce.

The image of sickness is evident in
attitudes to the age of comsent,; and in
work witia children, The very high age of
consent for Gey men (21) assumes thot
young mcn need to be protected, and in
the absence of Gay contacts would bc sure
to grow up heterosexual. This denics the
validity of Gay prefercnces , and ignores

.~ fapt thot most people howve o fairly
clearly defined preferenmcc ot a much
earlicr age. Similerly the assumption is
that Gay person will damage the devel-
opment of (or even agsault) children in
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their care. There does not seem to be any
reagon to suppose this is trve -~ indeed
% of assaults on children are mode by
heterosexval men.

Lesbians are doubly oppressed. Not
only does the family unit not support
them (consider for example the likely
living standerd of o Lesbian couple with
children) but there is widesprecad dig--
belief thet female sexualisty cen exist
in the absence of a man. Paradoxically
they are then often denied custody of
their children. Some of these questions
are now being teken up in the Women's
Liberation Movement, though less so in
the Gey Movement, which remains very
much mole-orientated.

In the fight for Gay Liberation, Gay
people will be in the forefront, assert-
ing Gay pride and initiating political
cempaigns. Sut while individual “coming
out" will remain important, the cim must
be to chonge the society that oppresses
Gay men ond women under capitelism - &

k that can only be achieved by the
orgenised strength of the working class,
who form the majority of the population,
and therefore the majority of Gay pecople.
This.meons we. must, despite the difficult
ies, fight for the Trode Uhions to cdoph
the struggle for Gay Liberation. '

The isolation of Gay pecople as odd and
sick poisons their lives with guilt and
shame ., Meny withdraw into the stifling
"Goy Community", while otheérs deny their
sexuality completely. True liberation
thereforc demands morethen legal toler—
ance — it demands 2 positive acceptrnce
of a Gay lifestyle as & valid alternative.
The arrival of a socialist society will
offer 211 men and women an importont ncéw
frecedom — the freedom to fall in love
without any concern for gender,
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Richerd Corrcll
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CND Dayschool:— Building CID in
the Workplace.

Agenda includes speakers and

workshops on arms and Jjobs ctce.

Saturdsy 16 April
from 10 am - 3.30 pm
at TGWU offices,; London Rd
Registration fee 50p



The debate on the Campsign for Labour
Farty Democracy - John Denham replies to
Gareth Narbed's article last month.

In last month's Scuthampton Labour
Briefing there was in intemperate attack
on Southempton Labour Left and the way
individual members voted at the CLPD
AGM, I'm grateful for the chance to
reply.

l. SLLF does not have a policy of its
own so these are personal views.

2. I voted for CLFD to register because

I am in favour of Party democracy, and
in perticular, the sovreignty of confer—
énce. This must include the right of
conference to take decisions; not only

on policy, but also on the way the inter-
nal affairs of the Party are conducted.
This includes the right of the conference
1o teke decisions we on the left disagree
with. (I opposed groups registering
before the conference.)

3. CLPD has been succesful becouse it hes
been able to unite 2 whole section of the
Farty behind democratic demands. If the
left decides democracy is just a tactic
to be used when it suits them we will
never win. (It doesn't bode well for
socialism either!)

Unfortunately there was a classic
example of this at the Labour CND ACE.

It voted for unilateralism to be: in the
manifesto because it was passed by conf-
erence. It also voted ageinst registrot-
ion because it doesn't like it! The

whole thrust of the peace campaign is
Jeopardised by such unprincipled entics.

The same problem came up at CLFD,
after campeigning for NEC control of the
menifesto for years, the AGM voted
against it this year; because it does

not like the current NEC,
4, There is no doubt about my opposition

to witch-hunts. I believe CLFs should
refuse to recognise expulsions (because
the NEC hes gone way beyond the confer—
ence decision) until the individuals
nave at least been able to appeal to
conference., ,

But the key qguestion is how do we
reverse the witch-hunts? The trade
union vote is the vital factor. I bel=
ieve it is very unlikely that the TUs
will reverse their position completely
at this years conference. Hence the left
should compzign to take control of the
register out of the hands of the NEC
ond to place strong safeguards on the
rights of groups to orgsnise. This is a
winneble position if those opposad to
witch-hunts unite on it.

5+ Although opposed to all expulsions I
do believe party memb rs have the right
to full information about groups operat-
ing within the Party, The secretive,
sometimes downright dishonest, orgaonis-—
ation of some Trotskyist groups has
nothing to do with democratic sociwlism,
and,wvithout it, it is unlikely that the
with-hunt would hove got as for ag it
has,

John Denham
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SCUTHAMPTON LABOUR BRILIING
SOCIALIST ACTION

and

Southampton Lebour Briefing has now
been produced for six months. Bach month
we have tricd to cover both local and
national issues of importance to FParty
activists. SLB has been produced by
members of Southampton Lzbour Party in
general agreement with the views of the
weekly newspaper Socizlist Challenge.

Socizlist Challenge ceased publication
lest month. Some of those involved in
its production hove storted a new peper,
Socialist Action, cdited by Alan Freeman.

open to 2ll those fighting for =

This paper 2ims to be a revoluvtionary
socialisgt voice -in the Labour Party, ,
the trade unions and the peace movement,
and amongst youth. It is an open paper,
opening its columns to =1l those fighting
egeinst the Tories and their friends,
abour
government committed to socialist
policies,

SIB has decided to surport the new
paper; and :ill be selling it at the
GC; ward meetings, and in local trade
union branches. We think its views and
its policies will be of interest to all
Labour Party members.

Socialist Action cen also be obtained
from October Books, 4 Onslow Road, or
from Mike Tucker by phoning Souvthampton
36051, Further details of discussion
meetings organised by us can also be
obteined from the sbove number.

S T AT e Cwe R ks

MAY DAY 1963

There will be a festivel and social
orgenised by Southampton Tradecs Council
involving exhibitions, stalls, films,
gomes ond speskers, including Reg Race
&% 6.30, and the PPCs. In the evening
there will be a live band and & disco.

Venue : Mountbatten Thestre
Svndey 1st May, 3 - 11 pm
Tickets £1.70, and £1 unweaged
(includes food). Children free.
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We enter the election period in &

difficult position. o amount of b;uff

can hide the fact that Labour faces an
uphill struggle if we are to win: But

L

it is only Labour that can offer a
gocialist alternative to the possibility
of another Tory government, and the
threat it poses to the working cless

and oppressed groups in society.

Labour will stand the best chence of
winning if it puts to the front its soc-
ialist policies and mobilises the supe
port of a2ll sections of the community

thet will benefit from them. This means
linking up with the mass popular cam-
paigns ageinst nuclear weapons - CLD
and. Greenham Common, It means supporting

the FPeople's Morch for Jobs and the many
- trade union campaigns ageinst privet-
isation.

Through our canvassing and leafleting
we should get svpport for the May24
women's day of cC tion for peace, and
the June 5 demonstration in London that
will greet the Pcoplb g March. We must
show by our actions rather than our
promises that we support thesc campaigns.
This will complement putting over
Labour's case on the doorstep

In the compaign we must put forward
an uneguivocal commitment to unilateral
nuclear disarmament, and the removal
of all nuclear beses from Britain.

Other key azreas of :-Lobour's policies
that need to oq,ﬂl shlighted are -

* a programme of nationalisation ond

exponsion of the economy "o, rethn to
full employment P
= o commitment to raise uor‘:n* clogs

living stendards ana against 1nqymcs

policies; the uefu of trode:union

rights and the repeal ofuTebbit's laws
* 4o campaign for positive action

for women's cmployment5 heolth care,

and the right to abortion

* to repeal the Nationality ALAct

end Immigration Acts, ond to campaign
against all forms of racism

* to protect civil liberties by

obtaining

accountobility of the police
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* a commitment to @ united Ireland,

5 banning of plastic bullets and the
vnpﬁul of the Erﬂvuntlon of Terrorism
.[1.0
w to “@O“t a socialist foreign
policy that supports liberotion
movements in Central America, South
Africa and the Middle Haost.

‘orty the witch-hunt
all adorted condidates
to fight the election for

Within the
must end, and
be allowed to
Labour,.

Lebour can break the hold of the
Conservatives if it inspires people
go and u@vauade otberdg vo “tharn oub if
their millions to vote againct the
Tories and the SDP. We cen do that in
southampton, and if are successful
thet could return e Lebour governmmont.
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Southenpton Labour
produeced by members

Brelching 18
3 of Bouthempton
Lebour FParty who are in pgeneral
support of the policies of the we
wspaper Socialis ﬁ*ygﬁggqo
For further detai phone

32651

elly
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POLITICS

, AND ACCOUNTABILITY

If we cut into the bloated ‘lifesdyles'
of MPs, will that ensure that they bette
represent their working class constit-
unents? The LPYS scems to think so. Just
at the point that John Denham and Alan
Whiteh=ad are set to get their paws on
e fat salary and big meals, and betray

the Southampton partup the Young Social-
igte rush to the rescue,.
Unfortunately the comrades arc missing

the point. The real problem is how to
meke MPs sccountsble, a problem that left
groups hsave been battling on for years.
If Dennis Healey gets o retainer of
£6000 a year from the Deily Lixpress,; we
should be asking why he wants to write
for such & poison sheet, rather then
trying to claw his rich pickings into
the Party coffers.

Comrades who want to kecp MPs in
touch with local workers by tightening
the purse strings are decling with a
political problem by administrative
means. Worse still, their burcaucratic
solution could damage the ability of
‘redical ¥Ps to cempaign eifectively.

Firstly, right wing WPs (Tory or
otherwise) don't look plump and pink
because of their huge salary, but beca
they have lucrative business interces tﬁ
4o subsidise their political hobby.
wing MPs (and this would especially
aprly to working class activists who
should be speaking for Labour) are ot
a disadvontage precisely hecause they
have to fork out for secretaries, travel
etc.., If our representative is fully
accountable, then the problem of dircot-
orships end contacts with reactionary
newspapers does not arise.

Secondly a Lebour IMI' does not get
gseperated from his constituents or local
Farty because of the champagne and fos

cars, but because he be comev e smerlsed
by the power machinery Westmninster.
Rather than yunﬁllSlPS a Td&lcpl Mﬁ tor
entering Farliament we should be . support~
ing him or ncr through contintal discus-

itical dehate in the local
11 then be easier to make
srlismentary activity is Jjust
f the Lebour lile activity.

sion and pol

: meen that a full two-
way dialogue set les the point complete-

1y? No, because, despite their bu
ratic proposasls, the LPIS plen Lo
riflc the pockets of the carecrist
freeloaders, to stop them selling out,
is motivated by & decvner suspicion of
Farliament. This is hcalihy, and
reflcets the growing attraction among

g
the ranlt and file for extra-par
ary politics.

The PPC 'tendency' doesn't
personal and sdministrative
cle down on thz mea
o radical MP can ect for a b
time Job. Butb © Tititle mors

e
ta

ey are a
vague about the relationship betw
parliamentary and exbra~parlizmend
struggle.

I-C‘ -:'-i(‘]."-;;fr"'f*'l‘—'l'l'r", j.m
to genuincly radical :
advance tounrds socialism at all levels
of society, e wholc balance of 1i
should shift out

inherent
MFs who Wsnt
g |

ics of the nc
into our own common politica; .

LFYS we should
s need more adec
support, not le

‘"Lp@”ﬂov per
arguc that stepping up ;
lnvO]Vumuﬂt ofhhe @onsilbv necy }
MPe work also invelves less Q*ﬂlk gee
with Parliament, and more atten
to building the power of 'thc mill 1(‘r 8
wio will never have the dubiouvs i

f revolving their lives

lege of
+the dirision bell.

Against the
that radical 1
f;cilitiﬁs and.

Ian Parker
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l. Keep the commitment to. N |

natiomw lise clearing banks \ |
in NEC statement to Conference
(July 1982)

2, NEC should not oppose
Conference amendments calling for
removal of MNiEC's arbitrary powers
over pressure groups and calling
for impartial conditions for the
operation of pressure groups.
(September 1982)

3.Total oprosition to incomes
and support for guveranteed
minimum wage.(September 1982)
4, Xeep Benn, not Golding, as
Chair of .ome Policy Committee.
(November 1982)

5« Corry out 1981 Conference
decision to allow CLF's to carry
out a fvull reselection in the
event of boundary changes.
(February 1983)

6. Ageinst expelling the Militant
editorial board.

(February 7983)

policy

WHY W CALL FOR A VOTE FOR
ERIC HEFFER

Some peculiar things are happen-
ing in the Labour leadershin electioi
Firstly we are in denger of havirs
the terms of the election determined
not by the membership of the FParty,
but by political commentators and
the media, They are concentrating on
secondary issuves, but avoiding the
real guestions which must be con-
fronted if Labour is to adwvance.

A second curious feature is Peter
Shore and the right wing posturing
ags chompions of rank and file
democracy in the Porty and the unions
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How the candidates voted on
the Labour lletional Executive
Committee on key issues in

j‘c \\FT the lest two years, Vheres
XN & = Fowr, A = lLgainst,
~ > 0 = ‘bstention, - = Absent or
not vobting, ¥ = ot on IEC.
1:2.3 4 56
Frenk Allauvn OFRFFEF
Tony Denn FPEFFETF
Betty Doothroyd - LA =LA
Bric Cla ke - TR e
Laurence Coates B PR ReRs R
Ken Cure * %% A A A
Lnne Davis ¥ % % A A A
I Guwyneth Dﬁnwoody A A KB AR
r -Jetn - Bvets ® % % A AA
Roy Ewvans - A LA A A
Michael Foot EAAAAA
John Colding AA-AAL
#lan Hadden - - A A A A
Judith Hert - F-FFF
Denis Healey AAAAAA
Iric Heffer FFFFFPF
Neville Hough - = A A AA
Doug Hoyle A P e
Denis Howell % % A AR
Les Huckfield DiEd il e
Neil Kinnock AALALO - A
Alex Kitson - AL - A A
Joan Lestor Bad: &, ik
Joen lMeynard FFRA*®X
Sam licCluskie - LA e -
» Jo Richarfscn FFFFPFF
Gerry Russell - - [ % KO
Tom Sawyer % % ¥ FPPF
Dennis Skinner FPEFRERE
Shirley Summerskill A A A L 4 &
oyd Tierney AA-AAA
Bric Varley AAAAAA
David Williams - - AL LA
. Audrey Wise X R PBPPD

The left should counter this dis-
honest attempt by being in favour of
clections taking place at rank and
file level in every union and
constituency Party. :

S (R

At the same time we think
only those trade unionists paying the
political levy should be eligible to



vote in their uvnions. The influencse of
the media should be couniteracted b
full circulation of the candidates'
political platform, and by holding as

meny public hustings as possible,

In this election we support Eric
Heffer. As he himself has stated:

"I went to see Clause IFour defended in
the Farty Constitution. There shouvld

be freedom of discussion. Members of

the Party should not be expelled be-
cause of their political vwenm s don'y
‘believe that the problems of this
country as & whole cap: be solved outgside
the context of democratic socialist
policies."

On most issuves Bric Heffer is more
in line with thc views of the majority
of the renk and file of the Party than
the other candidate being termed left-
wing by the media, Neil Kinnock.

The biggest possible vote for Heffer

will be & vote for the conference
policies that he has defended and thst

Kinnock hes attacked. It would be a

blow to the right, and weuld expose
Kinnock's opportunist claims to heing
the unitary left candidate.

In the election for Deputy we support

Micheael leacher. We think that he and
Heffer shouvld form a left slate and

compaign together.
We are in danger of being rushed by

a form of collective panic into support-
ing Neil Kinnock. Meny are being conned

into seeing him as 2 life-belt to save
a drowning party. This mood must be

resisted. By examining the policies the
andidates stand for, their record, and
strategy for Lzbour, it is clesr +that
Heffer alone stonds for the process of
renewal undertzken by Lebour since 1979.

We have meny differences with Heffer, ;
over the strategy for socialism, over f .
his lack of enthusiasm for women's
liberation, and over hig failure to
openly oppose the Felklends war, He is
however still the best candidate
standing from the left,

SOUTHAMPTON LABOUR BRIGFII RELEASE MAL30L

SLB is produced by members of
Southampton Labour Perty who are in
general agreement with the policies
of the weekly neuspeper S001011st
Action. Socialist Action is a
revolutionary socialist voice in the
Labour Party, the trade unionsy in the
Pcace movemenisy and amongst youth.

We hold monthly discussion mestings.
We cen he contacted on Southamnton
39651,

SOCIAL TO CLLIBRATE THE 65th
BIRTHDAY OF NELSON MAITDEL

ey

16th July, from 6pnm

at 14 DBassett Close

idnission £1 includes food

Proceeds to Anti Aparthecid
Movement,

It is twentyone
Mandela was

arrested ir A
for his activities against the
B )
regime. He has spent those twentyone

years enduring the terrible conditions
in the regime's prisons.
He expressed his ideals a2t his trials
cherished the ideesl of a
iety in which
together in harmony
and with Paum1 oprortunities. It is
an ideal which I hopg to live for and
B0 . achisve. But if n bey it is an
ideal for which I an purcd hol dien”
1 jolk e ican National
Congress he is seen bleck
majority of South ! as their
legitimate leagers
The Lebour Farty
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should add its

voice 1o the world~wide campaign for
hig relecases



“Successive governments, Labour
and Tory, have failed to 1lift their
eyes above their short~term response

to violence on the ctreets of Ilorthern
Irelancd.

is not a quote frow
republicans nor yet from the
so-called “hard left”. do,
tulQ cones from Patrick
C'Callaghan of the Wational
Leazue of Younz Liberals in a
letter to the Guardian on

La s R
LOls,

Thursday 7th. fiow sad that, just
the previous day the Labour
Party Conference should shy

yet again from the guestion

of Ireland.
To win the next election
we uust show above all, that

.

we

have policies that will work
and tliat we have the resove

)

to implesent thess. We must
become azain the party of
credibiliity. We do not do
this by munning away from the

most pre ‘ving problem of the day-
tde contiinuing presence of the

#roy in the north of

Ir>la_iq In our anxiety to gain
a;;ain th= seat of governuent we
must not ignore the “Iriga
question' ', &Orthern Ireland is
the pla of Diplock courts -

MOW IC“th”

on uncorwonorats

supervrazses. 1

of tortuys in i

of the wiomlence

[enys LE 4g the

wastel generation; boubs and
barbeds wire are on our doorstep
and tae Labour Party just looks o
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tila party to consult with the
ilﬁﬂallth including provizional
Sinn fein. Are the i

democracy or not?
the support of
the Catholic comm

talking to Sinn Fein will not

give the provisionals credibility -
they already have that. Lespite
virtuel instruction to the contrary

from tune pulpit,,Sinn Fein
in the last =2lsction got massive
support. As an organisation, in
souwe areas, it is the catholic
coumunity. And yet we continue
to abstain frowm dialogue with
theu. What we a a party are saying
is that we will not listen to the
nopes and fears of the catholic
people as & whole.
Labour's position

&8

15 one

of support for the eventual

unity of Ireland. These are merzsly
words, empty pnrases, without

the political will behind them.

for this reason they are
are seen as not cradible
does us ore harm than any
Ken Livings 2!
or of Garrv Adar
f conferen
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a party that to D
Lrish unity. o count
are not a separate part
Ireland. They are just a lins

on the map drawn around the predoa-
inately protestant areas. It is

not democracy to allow the biy:
group in such 2 continued
situation to veto the wiches of tie
vast majority of tue country ae

a whole.
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Resolutions before conference
called for talk and for democracy.
The labour Party has rejected these
Once azein we have sh:@i away from

making the difficault decisions

to end the war on our doorsteps

by the only route ypossible. We

will see the troops lzave Irezland
and we will see tlie Country

united again, let there be no doubt



we must not let ourselves SUPFORT TiHE STRIKING HAMPSUIRS

be out run by the Alliance both NALGO MEUDBERS
by votes and by p011c1bon To For almost two weeks 36
cnqc1u~° with anothier quote Residential Social Workers | :1vc
from the Young Liberals. been on strike at Glen Hous

"We want to unite the Observation and Assessnent ﬂrﬂtru
people of Ireland as well as at sarsbury Green.
the land mass and look forward to Since September 30th the
a united :ecular ate where strikes haves beer maintaining
people coma tﬂgr to figh .l a 24 hour picket, based in a
for the - | tent pitched outsids the hom
comion ocd, and waers'ones rat,g. way has Haupshire o
politics are not je;o dent on one |taken all out strike g
one's religion."” the first time?

It will be both Labour's The dispute nas arisen fron
shanie and failing if we cannot the failure of aana_ ecuent
be tha party to adopt the over a period of five yoars
policies ‘to bring this about. to improve working conditions

:icon Lovestone., for Residential workers. At

present they get no pay for

shifts or 1rrﬂ"u1“1 Jour 0o
extra pay for weekend qurﬂ,
little reward for public

holiéay work, and they woTlk over
a 3% hour week. fFollowing a
ballot of all those corcer ned, a
work to rule, Jvertius ban, and
ban on admissio as beegcen

The journal cf the Labour
Coumittee on Ireland, 'Hew

Labour and Ireland' is available,
price 4Cp, from Mike Tucker,St
Lukes Ward. Includes artlcleg on
the party conference, oun the use

cf Informers, and an interview with
Tony Eenn

introduced. It was the breaking
of this adwnission bean by

SOUTHAM e B, nanagement that forced the walkout.
OUT HAVMPTON LAEOUR BRIEBING rha some s uelnc e 3‘-: nana:a-

is produced by members of Sent vovearal can ok ﬁ;éy
Southampton Labour Party who = P L na by e o : e
racruited from thz labour exchange

are in agreement with the policies
of the newspaper SGCIALIST ACTIOH.
Socialist Action is a revolutionary,
socialist voice in the Labour
Party, the trade unions, in the
peace movement, and amongst youth.
We hold monthly discussion
meetings., and can be contacted’
Southampton 38851.

at tob = LG.)":U'CQ

HALZC nembers erployed at
Loewood tiostel in Portswouth have
Jjoined the srike following the
Ufficer in Charge at Loewood
undertaking night duties at
slen House and deliberately passing
a RALGO picket line. It is
important that Labour farty

fuenbers support this dispute,
devonstrating in practice tnat
A ]Je are the party of workers.
\\\\NICMﬂ£UA1mE TING ' Financial donatione ars required
Speaker and vidio{video?] las arc del egations ol support.
Thursday November 1Cth 7.30pn L 24 hcu. pickket basad in a tent
Labour Club, (ueensway in the wmiddle of Cctober is not
Ao e e i puch fun - we must give
— ———.| the maximum support to ensurs
INTERNATIOHAL. Veekend of socialist {|the strik=s is sy aiul:

debate and discussion.Saturday
29th & Sunday 30th Cctobex
Kingsaway FPrinceton Collezae,

Sidmouth Street,London wC e
With...XKEN LIVINGSTGHE.STUART
HBOLLAME, VLADTIFE LERER. ANDREW

Donations and wessazes of support

GAMELE, TAWTJL « & BEL, ALAN for the FWALGO strike should
FRELOAL, Juusbd Cuilfy, ULESH - 4 be sent to the Branch Secretary,
DESATI, STEPAAMIE GRANT, EADRY Hamshire County NALGC,The Castle,
HIBDESS, JOm{ RCSS, RILARY Wichintar.
WAINWRIGET, DOREEN MASSEY...
Details from SL® or International ¥0 box Ju .

London H1 2ZP...C0St 2.50 per day...e-v.e..d
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