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Thatcherts vlslt to the Falk-

lands, coupled with the announce-
ment that tnere will be an APr11
budget, shows 'rhat ii is now
vitually certain that we will be
faces with a general election
this year. This electlon w111
not be an ord.i*nary one, but wj-l}
determine the course of British
society for a decade or more.

Vflth mass unemployment, f,alling
living standards, decaying weifare
services and fa111r3g production
it might be expected tiiat the
Labour Party is poised. to win
with an over-whelming maiorlty,
elected on its ntost radical
programme for decades. But it is
the Tories, wno are putting into
practice their rnost rad.1cal
solutionsl-frI6 are the most
popular at the moment, and are
confident of winnlng the election.
All soclalists in the labour
Party must ask themselves why
ttris is.

Dennis HealeY and the rest of
the ri-6;ht in the Party ( and their
f,riend"s in tire media) te1l us
that the party ls unpopular
beeause I',I1ehael Foot is too rlef t I

and because he has refused to
deal with the left 1n the PartY.
All would. be well if the extrem-
ists were expel1ed., and Labour
returned to 1ts 'traditionallpolicies. This argument is a
smokescreen, to mask the SDP
fe]1ow-travellers t oPPositlon
to the policy gains of the ler't,
whieh have given us a Programme
with the potential of gaining
mass support. Dennis Healey,wants
to retuin to the d"iscredited

policies of the Past, the Policies
of a labour government which
obeys the wishes of the Pentagon
and the City, rather than PartY
Conference and the TUC.

Labour can win onlY if it ean
present a elear eocialist altern-
atlve to the Torles and tlre SDI .

Tire two central planks of sueh a
policy must be unilateral nuclear
d j-sarmament, and a Programme to
f lght unemployment. Labour rnust
elearly be seen as the PartY that
will get rid of Cruise, Triclent'
US oases and all nuclear weapons
from Britain. lie must, witn Ci{l)
and the TtiC, build a mass camPalgn
agalnst trL.e missiles' whicil wi]1
strengtiren a future Labour Sovern*
ment in its fight to get rid oi'
nuclear weapons. Unemployment can
only be ended bY a PoIicY which
takbs control of the economy oui
of the hands of the caPitalist
class arrd. runs it in the interest
ot' ihe working class.

In order to Prevent Labour
enetering the election on a
socialist programme' I{ealeY and
the right have launcned' the
wltch-hunt. AnY exPulsions,
llowever, are a tnreat to the
vrhole of the PartY, and. are not
just almed at lviilitant or any
6tfrer one tendencY. SouthamPton
labour PartY must maintain it's
poficV of opposing expulsions anci
witcir-nuntsl- and suPPort the
eonstituencY Parties that a-re
under threat from the NEC.
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Soutna.nipton Labour tsrieiing
is a 'bi;-l1et.ilt prOducect. by rrieilbe::s
of Sou'[tiarnpton iabor;.r iiarty who
support tlie poiicirs of iSocia.list
Chaltenge[. ilSocia]"j-st Cr:a1Ler:.9eilj.s a -weexly ne,,^]sirapet' i;r.-j-Ctr aims
to provid.c. a se::j.ous anC sir,"l.erir-
aEic aria.L,ysis r:i tae rnajr:.r'poiit-
icai, indusirlal and socia.l.
issueg iii Srrtain and inter'iii;Iaorr-
a.IIy" It c.:ir,ilaigns for the: r'e tu:'n
of a Lal;o*r' gove::nrner:t i'ir.ni;;
commii;ted Lo carrylng out the
radical soclalist poiieies adopt-
ed" by ttre L,abou.i: I a;"ty ancL tlr.e:Ur n'vet:. tire: I ast ilev; ;ge:a.rs.

.*'. .tlhe policies i;.t .,-,,-.-:i,,.r,Jt iea.isy
were tried by tite l.ast Lanour
governrnent, and they re,su1teC
in Ti:atcherrs ''ri.c'uor_!. ';ie rlu$'t
resist any attempi to rerurn bo
those f :liIed poiicies, and j-nst-
eacl ente.r the coming eJ.ectioi-r
vrith a clear sociail.ist alte..n-
atirrc to Thatcher "

l;r e mr.:.s i; 110.1- r-.:.ici 'lne; liil,id-*r.;on
poficie$ of receni; years aga:Lnst
t.i.le; :,:ight ui:rg r lrho are p.l: Lipared
to l-osi, t.irr: ei'ection ilran conle'i;c 

i)i)'r;J€rJ cn sucli pol:-cie$. tl e
eani:.o1; a-LJ.,,:rr; i-,hetn tc succerrC"

tiie are aiso aeiive in lca]"tra,ie 
'rn.i,ons and in Tradel

Coulneii a,nd CiiD. 1,le i:o1d roni,i.r.'
discussiorr neetlngs, &t r^Jrien
i.'ecer.rt topics'.iave incluc:ct
]. clp.nd , IreJ.;rnd", CenLral Ariiet" [",
i{ oinr:n t s j..,ib era.'u iori :and" t,€-
caijpaign ;lgair:.si; the lv1'f:i:.-ii' ;.

il' l;ou- wouLd 1ix* ru.tne-r
ii:''crrnati-o,: o' ou t:o11,ieg iii.
ae'i;ivitles, lie can ie on"La nci-0y pironin6J Sou.ti:.ampton 59'*,


