Labour Farty conference

Last Jear'
voted by en overwhelming mejority to
ben plastic bullets. This is a big step
forward. It makes Ireland once again an
issve in the British Lebour liovement.

Outside Britesin, as always, the repres—
sion being meted cut in its oldest
colony is more clearly scen. The luro-
pecan Parliament has called for an end
to the use of plastic bullets (the vote
was 110 to 43, with only British Tories
and Northern Irish Unionists voting
ageinst). Why all the fuss?

Plastic bullets were first uged in
the lorth of Irsland in 1973, to

succecd the more unrecliiable rubber
bullets. Incidents like the blinding

of ten year old Richerd Moore in 1972
(when there was actuslly no rioting in
the area) had led the security forces
to introduce o weapon they could more
accurately target. Target at whom?
Plastic bullets are not used as an
‘onti—-terrorist® weapons real bullets
arc fired ot those who attack the
security forces, or miss chéckpoin
and ro&dblockso Plastic bullutu are
uged on the strecets to de with

""otestn in fact moeny of tho de and
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but were just going sbout their business
or looking out of their windows, or were
children playing in the strect or
running errands. seven of the fourtcen
plastic bullet desths hove been
The wve ry use of plastic bullets hag led
to rioting in protest at their use. As
Bishop Daly has peinted out, "Flastic
bullets are responsible for more riots
than they heve quelled®,

Plastic bullets are not, as their
neme suggeests, hermless. In addition to
the deaths they heve inflicted horrific
injuries, including blinding, brain
demege, and parnlysis. Peul Corr, for
wwmplﬁ, was shot in 1981 by Royel
Harine commendogs, firing from a passing

%}

had not been involved in rioting

children.

Landrover. The pleastic bullet hit him
the gide of his nose, Hcaring party of
off, and shattering his palate. Paul was
12 years old, Agein there wes no rioting
in the ares, Plastic bullets ard eg
heavy as cricket balls, and harder. They
leave the gun at 160 mph.

The resolutions pessced at interncotion-
al level; end the hard-won Lebour Farty
vote in Octobery along with the Bishop
of balisbury's call lost weck for a ben,
are useful. But now it is the urgent to
of constituency porties and trode
brenches to translate the comaitment dinto

.ction. The Labour movement deleg
oonfw*:nC’ in Honchester on 26%h Februrry
is sponsored by & number of MPs ond
organisations. It aims to build & cam—
peign which cap ensure that the vse of
plagtic bullets is enced.

The emergency motion from Stlukes
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ig a call for Southompton Labour tarty
10 support this initistives,
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Food and refreshments availcble

We urge you to .support this cvent.



BLOODY _ SUNDAY

This week is the eleventh snniversary
of the murders of 14 unarmed demonstrot—
ors by the British Army in Derey ipn 4090,
It is remembered annually as both on
atrocity snd a significent turning point
in the recent history of the UOrth o
Ireland.

The notorious parechute regiment
shot the fourteen civilians on what
one of meny marches for civil rights in
the late 1960s and early 1970s. Besic
rights to housing, employment and voting
had been denied to the catholic minority
since the partition of Ireland in 1921
By 1968, when the rest of Western Burope
was enjoying a comparstively high stand--
ard of living, this discrimination
could no longer be tolerated., However,
no significent reforms were offered by
the Loyalist Stormont goverament of the
times instead the RUC and loyalis
groups resisted the passage of these

was

marches to the extent that street battles
ensued. After the British troops werc

sent in to 'keep the peace', draconinrn
measares were introduced to prevent
furthe ts by the catholic minor-

r protes
ity. It was agoinst these measures -

internment of hundreds without trial or
of all demonstretions
blat 2

charge and bonning
- a3 well as for civil rights,

1Ol _LABOUF

Southampton Lajour Bricfing is a bulletin produced by loecal
weckly socialist newpaper “Socinlist Challenge™.
rolicies and local meetings phone Southampton 39851,

denonstrotion v
4902 in Derryc ] into &
demonstr&tors9 who werc fleci
water cannon
arachute Rcrwwunu shot live rounds.
is 2 result fourteen people died
The resultnnt pvblic vuproar
mui“tonﬁd by a government encuiry unlsr
ord Widgery, whlch itself attempted o
cover up the real story. T Army
claimed thot they had fired a
in the local flats: yet not onc of the

snicrs

dead were carrying arms, and 21l "it-
nesses denied having secn or headl guns

other thon those of the Army. Wi-ge
remarkeds ...firing bordered o the
reckless", while contradicting .imseclf
by saying: “"there waes no bresckown in
diseipline™. The daily papers, selcct—

ive as ever, oclaimed that Widsery had
clecared the Army of blame, arl no
soldier was ever prosccuted, In fact
solonzl Wilford, who had corasnded the
Paras on that day received i OBE for
his work.

It left to the Derw City

Coroner, lr O'Neill 4o wistc the
obvious horrific fac: that it was

"sheer unadulterated murder®,
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For further details of our

PAY THE WATER WORKERS:

The watcr workers' strike is develop-
ing into a crucial test of strength in
the battle against the Tory govcranment,
To cdefeat the 4% pay limit imposed by
Thatcher would be a massive blow to her
line of ‘'resolute government', .and o
magsive boost to the workers
everywhere.The resvle will be cepoodal ly
importent in view of the impending
general election; expected this year.

Despite their powerful position to
disrupt both industry and domestic

b
o

moralc of

supplies +the water workers face a number
of problems. Forcmost will be the huge

turn public opinion
agoinst them. Second will be the use of
strike breskers, eg troops. Third will be
the union leadership's emphogis on pay
differentials, rather than = rise thet
beats inflation, which could cu%t off sup-

press cempaign to

SMASH THE 4 ¢ &
port of the low peid in other industries.
Fourth is the denger of withdrawsl of TUC
support (as hoppened in the ASLEF dispute
if the dispute does not reach o reapid
conclusion, given its horsh effects

The Labour Party can support the

workers by explaining the case for the
1111 1TRG. ~% cieay wwad viiney LU LS TODGCHC
who is prolonging the dispute by refusing
their reasonable and necessary claim. We
neced to securc su,port for & national

cempaign with the backing of the whole
trade union and uaoopr movement, to bresk
the 4% limit anc. win a proper woage for
21l public sector workers. As @& stort the
hould ¢SSUG a stat@ment ip S 15

PPC~
was doav in t““ baltﬂ alsputoc
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