
Las'L yer.,rrs L:,,bout F;-r,rt3, confere.nce
.y--otec-l by i,,n' overlJhelminl' n:ajor:ty'bo
ba.,n pla,stic br',.llets" Tiris is a bj-1 str:p
f'orllard. ft ni:.lies Irele,ncl once ;:t...:,in l.n
lssu,e in the liritisir La,i:ou:r: l,,ovemen'b"
Outsicle Bri'L:rin, as r.1l,rays, -bhe re'i,.res-
sion beini; ine'i;cd- cut in i-ts olclest
colony i.s morc clear'ly seen. The .tir-,-ro-
pcan P:;r1i;:,ment he.s ca,,l]crl for iir. encl
to the use of t:lasi;ic bultets ( Lhe votc
r^ras 110 to 43, lli'r;h only 1]ri-i;ish Tories
lnii j..:orthern Irish Unioni-s''r,s vo-ti.ir.1';'
i,51i.ins-b), i,,lr;, n1 1 the frr-ris?

P};-,stic bullets i,jerc iirst r"rsed in
thc irorth of Ircl:,."ncl i.n L973, -bo

sncceccl thc r,rore unrcri:.hlc ru-bltcr
br,-ile ts " lncid.i"n.ts liicc tho i:1.r-n"ci.i-ng
of tcn ycer olci lticlii,rd- ltool.c tn l)'l?:
(lihcn 'bhcre !r.rs i:rctuiil1;r no rioting ln
tirc arcr..) irr,cl. leci thc secu.ritJ. fo::ccs
'bo in-tr:odu-ca t. riei,pon the.r. cou1d. rriorc
r:ccrrJ'atcly target" iargci; a,'L r;hom?

Piastic bullcts i.'.r'e not i ::id- ;s i.,n
f ...nti-""bcrrorist t i,rt,ir,potl i rct:.L bu-1lcts
a,l'r fircd l;t -lhosc uho a.tti'.ci: the
securitlr fot'ccs, or ririss chccJ:;points
;tt-d. r'o;:clbloclis. FJ-iLstic br:-11c-tl i,.r'c
u"scc. otr. the s'rirc;ts to d.ca.I r,ith
l--rrotc st . I:r f i.ct n:;r-rnv of 'bho d.c: r i.nr
injrr-rlii hi tl. not bccr: involvcC. iii rj-otiir.,q,
bt,.t r .: re jr:st i,;6in{, r'..tlout -i;hc i r. l:u-si:r,c e s
or look,in3' ou-'b of' thciy r,,ri11C.or';s, or licri)
cirilclrcn plr,,yini_, in ti:c ri-i;rr-rct or
r'Li-nrlini.. err-:,nd-l;" Scrren of' 'i;l:e fourtce:r,
ii;,.;,-gi" j:ul-_i_i,-b clc:_,,-bhs; h,.,vr: l.r:.,n child.rcn"
'-lhc vcry ULSC o-1- p1i',s'cic ,tulle -bs hes le d.

to rio-Liirg in protcr;-i, r.t their u-sc. rls
Sishop l):,,ly h:'.s l.,cilrted- crrt, "F'1r,:tic
hullcts arc t:Gsironsiblc for inorc riots
t hi,n t h:;. ha,ve c_Lr.e 1 ]c d i? ,

I' l-i,,stic -nul.1cts i,::c no'i;, iis 'llr..:tir
nr.ii1. su-iicl:jstiie hirmlc,..;s" fn i.,ddition. to
-bhe c1ci,tht the;i lrr,v: ir.Lf l-ict:d horrj-f"ic
in jr-i.r'ics, in-cluc'liiri.: b1inrl j-nil, brr.i,in
ci, .til, ,t", i,nd. pi:,r:'f;r;tis.i" I''l;u-l Cor::, f.cr
'-li.,i:tt'lL ; 1':.r,S sitc-l'u in 1!1, I b;, Ro;r.-.1
l,::,rinc cor,ril;.,nci.os, f iring fr.c,ii ..,, pessin,;

/'I

I

i

I-,i.:r,d.rorrer"'Il'ii, pllstic br-r11ct hit iritr c:ri

thc sid.c of his nosc, -b:-i:rrni I-':r.r't of 1t
oii , r.::.1'1. slu'.-bte rinl; hil: pi'.1;,"1c " l')1..r:-1 ";ii,s
12 l,cers o1cl" ligi,,i:t -bhc, 1r; i,,rr.s n() :i'ic';i-:.ii,
in thc i,rci',6 I'le,stic brr.Ilsts r'.u; i:.Ll

hc:l.vy ls crj-cli:cit br,LLs, ;:,nd hr,::ri,or," lln,-.;.
I c, .vc th.: 6'Lr.:.r l.t 15O ,:n.i.

fhc rcrsolutions pi. rJscc]- ,::-b itrt;rii"i ti-rii..
a,l lc,vi:1 y , nd. -tl:r,:, l::,,ri1-*.rjrcti I,ihor.,.r' i '.:''L;l'

votc in. Octo'l:cr, ;'.1 o:tg-. i,ith thc Bj.r,ir-c;-,
of S;,.lisilllrJi t s cr.l 1 1:',st r,,c,;k f r:r .- 'or.'.:r.,
i,r'!: rr;Jfu-1. ilut nor: it i:; ti:,'. r-rr..p;cir.-t 'Li,rI.
of" c;oiis-bitrr.cncy pi',rtic s .-,n.cl trr',c'c u,.i.tio:l
hr"'nc}r.: s 'i;c t rr:ns lrti: t jrc cc)rril'i 'tiirJ:f i; :-tr. iit
:,,CtiOn" TirC L:,itOt-t: ;;tOrrct,:ic:;_L l].e 1i:.: -tC

conf".,t:;ncc :i.i:. i,l.trchlrtcr cn 25'i't ir'cbr'u-,,:)'
i S r,;1ts11Ssro c.r. b;r i. ilrr.rnbt r of iLil';: itno.
orar:.rnis:.,-i;j,ons" It rirrs to b,::. 1-r c-iti--
pi.iip l;hicl: c.,i':r. cnsuri, 'blr.i:,-i; -b1,rc rr.r,c o-l
1:1i stic bu-r,1,--ts j-,'; r:nctcr."

Thi-, cmcrplcl.'.c;/ mo'r:.i o:t. J roi,t 5-bIr',kcs
i s .., c,'.11 l'or 5lxt-ilti .i,ll.\'bon 1,^l"r<:rrr . 'r':._,

to su!r,ort -i;hrs ri:,i-Li.r.-i;iv; "

T . .^ L-.-. -1-^ ',.JiII\ I,, L;-^,'L

f lii'.,iili.'Tf Oli.,ii liO0I t.L

o::5r :nir:,.-,c. i:.', ,.irr of
,rnti*l.]t:.::t ir; j- o
C;ri1c l;c1 idr,:::ity
l,L i: lv -c,i l--l'.tit.lri-t;'
.|r,ri.;i:d.:. of j a,.'l o s.linr,

'l; o b ' hc }d o:"r. !: i,'rbr'ii I .ry,
ir,t Jt "lil ,-';th:.,lrl ()Lir.':."c1r i-1, 1L

:,'1, r-t s '/ . 30 pi,'r

i'lrr-si c f'roln tllii l-c
F: .1, s'c iu,:,
:,, 1 f: r .1rrr .iio ::
i'rc.it t:L irf r-i ci.

1"ood.. .,:t,:l ycf rc:, shn,,:'r-bs r',v,.,j- 1l.b-L-

rrJc rr.rrti,l Jrorr t o e:u1r.r' i-, rt 'b lri. s - r'c; t 
"
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Tltis r,,ittcl. iS tjrc Cli:Veiith ;.,,nnive rsi.rl/.
of' thc l,trr_r'ci<:rs of ltj u_narnc:cl c1c;ror:str,-.t*
ors b;,: tlic -!ri bisi: Arn;r in Dcrr;, ir, l)"12.
I'b i:; ::'cm;ilbcrcil ;r,nnu.i:l_1;1r rr.s i:oth l,ri
;;brocity' l;ird r. sigui-f ic;.,r: b -hrr-ilrj_ni_t 

.t?oin-bj-n the z'cccn-I, liis-i;or;. of' thc i,lorth of
Tr ,'l -,^A]r - f L,ItuLo

fhe no-borious p,-,ri..cJrr:r,tc rc giritcn-b
shot tlrr: fcu:,tccn civilii),ns on ,r;[;;i; l,riit;
oue of mi:nlr iilerchcs for civil z:ig;h,bs in
thc }i-.tc 1!5Os .1nd. e erl)r l9?Os" Llr,.sic
riy;hts to hor-'r.sjng, ciriJ:loJrit:cnt i,nil voi;ing
hild- 1.rccn clenied. tr: the cr:-bholic rninority
sincc 'che prrrtitj-on of' Irelr.ircl. .Ln \)21.
ny 1'158, r^:lien thc rcst of l,iestcrn Europo
inias enjol,inE a coinper,ri-.tivclJ. hig.l1 s-brr,nd.--
r.rd- of 1ivin3,, t.his 6llsrrj.nini..tioirL
couLCL no longcr bc tolcrr,-becl." i{olicvcr,
no sig'nific;;nt rcforrns nez.c offcrcci by
thc Loyalist S-bormont f;overnmcil-b of l;he-bimc; inste:'.ci the IiUC r.rrrL l,oy,.l_ict
grou-ps resisted. the pa.ssi;ge of' -thr:sc
rni.rcht':s to the exi;ent tirr,t stre ct br_t.tlcs;
c:1suect " iiftcr the Bri-i;irsh troolrs r,.;erc
sent in to rlcccit -bhe 1.,el.cc t , d.ri..cot:.j,i-.1
inclsares lrere in-brocu_ced. -bo prev;n,r;
flr.rtl:cr protcs,cs by -bhc ca:f,i1o 1.i" minor_-
ity" I-b lras r:,6;-l..inst thcsc tnoisu.res *.
ir:tcrniiient of hun.d.rcd.s i;itirou,t -Lrial or
chr-',fgo irncl bi..turirr5. of' n,i1 dci:.ionr,-bi,;,,tioi:,r,:
* a;-l iie1l i.,s for civii rii:h-bse thit r,

tlorn 
"

I9!_,+14\li_loli_i,;.r;liu!_;1,{131r1.i;rrl
$outhi',r'lp-bon L:.bour Bricfin,r: is a br,r.l-lctin proii-r:cci. b;, l-oc;:,1 sr:ppc;*i:;rs of -liri,;

irecllllr soci-i',1ist 11er'ip;!.pe r "sof iilist Chi,,11cngc,, " I,o:. furtiier cretl,j-1s oi our
i:o1-icies r,C l_oc::,1 nreetrngs pirone Sor-r.thi..mp-Lon :9il5l

PLY TIIF"; liAT]IE [Eig3!_r
Tl:e r.i;,,'tir r,orlcerg t strike is ci.ev;1op*.

in; into ,,., crrr_cir,L i;est of strength in
the b;,tt10 agr:inst thc Tor;r f;o:/i-.rilllo)1-l,oto cef'cat thc: !!i- i_,r.;r liait iinposed tr;.
Th::tcirer i.ioulcl i:i: ;,. mi:st;ive b"l-ot, to hr:r
J,ine; of qresoiute 

flioveritrrr€r]te e a;ril ;.,
ina,SSivr,r boost bo the rirorale of r,,,s1p"ro
CVcrlr1.1hgre"Th; ]..(t3rr1-t r;i11 L- acl>{rai-.: _l I,ir
irnirortl',nt in vieu of the irnl:,111f i11a
r,,eneri..l elcction, ellpcctecl. -Lhis )rci-'.r.

.T.tesp,itr: their poucrfrr.i- posi-ticn to
clisru-pi both indr,-s-bry and. tlome stic
su-pplies -i;hc l,'i'.tcr 1,!orkorr.j {:.ce i. nu.mbor
of' uroblcrns. Forcrnos-b I i1.1 bc thc hugc
prcss cr"rnpi'.i-gn to 'burn lu.blic opiriion
.',Br:inst tiren. iiecond- r..ii1-1- hc -i;ite u.so of
strii;e bre ::,k;rs, eg t::oopso thircl trill l:e
-i;h+ u.nion leai|er"shiltIs emph:.::is on pi,;r
clifforcnti:11s. ri..ther the,n ;, rise thr;t
i,:r,1 * inJ'1;..tion, i^ihicir cou-l-tl. cu_-L off st:tp--

clciloni.r-i;r'r,.'iic:r. r.,rr.s ci .l lcrL fr:r j0 Jlnu.i:r.;:
l)1 2 in Ierr;r" It irr,r; i::-l,o ,:. crol'c',1. of'
o.cL:rolrs-Er;;torse,,'hc. r,rcr,J flil;in5.. froir
1{a-b(ir c.',nnon i,nd- CS gr:s;, -Lhr,t thc
F:,1:t:,cl:rut,: Ile,c;incnt sl:o-i; Livc :"crr-,,i:r.ilsi .
iis r:; rastr,lt fr:rr.f.L,rcfr pc0ir-le Cli.ocl...

Thc resrr.ltent pr,b1i6 u_I1e;r,J. 1;.,g
,rui'";'bc:rccl- by r, i,;overrltilcn-t ;nrt iii"r;, u,itr-:.;r-
i-orr-'1 1.rid.ger;r, r,ihich i,us_: 1f r.1;-i:cr.rnt<.i io
covcr up th"c rct:,J- storlr. lhr .ni.rl4i-
c1a,ii;leC. -,h;.1 'bhe;,r i:.ad fi-:.cC, i.,t st:i,c1-s
in ';hc 1ocal f lr.ts i Jrtt'c inot o::c of thc
d-ei.ci licro carryt-n[j. arnlse ::,ni r,l1 .it^-
llesses cl.i.niecl. having. secn or lrca:.1 ...uns
otJier tirr,p tr5o*e of i;i:e /irnJr, iij-g,cr:.
rcmarl<cd-: r'. 

" " firing bord.crccl or .hllc

rec.liJ_essrl, ill:ilc con"bri-,d.icting -ims,:lf
by sa.;rini1 : 'ithcrc hr.,,s no brcrl.,r:r,i::. in
il-i scipliirr: rr " 'Ihe cl;.i lJr p.,pc rs , se 1,; ct*=
ivc i'"s cvL.::,, cl-i-,incf, -bhi,-b I;Iicl .,:r:r lr.i.'_l

clr-;',rccl. th'. Arrc-,, of ble.n:: e i,r_i. irc,
soldicr 1,r.is cvcr lji:oricclr-Lcc'r." -f:.r ft,ci
Col-on':1 lL,i 1f ort',., t:lto h:'.rl cot't;..nil-ccl. t }re
F';-,,r'lr,s c:r. th,'.t d.ay re c:ivccl ;n OBE for
his rr.ork.

I"'r, ii:',s l.cf-t'to tlic Icrr,.r Cit;i
Coroncr, i.r. C'I'Lcit1 .to st...to -lnc
o]:vior.r.s ]r.or::ific l':.,c.; -th..,t i-i; r,;i,s;

" sl.ll e r r:n;,cl.r r,I i e L:r.-L c d nrrr,rilcr, ti 
"
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port o:f tho 1,;li 1..-"1ci in o-ii-icr i;ld.r,r-stri_es"
Ii'orr.z"r;h. -i-s thc di,.nge:. of r;itird.raili.,t of TUC
su-irpo:'t ( i,',s ir.,,;1re;rcd. ir: -bhc ll.iLrilF d.i -:l:r,-tl )
if the rl.ispute d.ocs no-i; rc:arch ., :'r,,,piC,
conclu-sion, 3,ivc::l its: hl.rsir e;ffccts.

Tl:.e L;',"oou-y p.r;yf,rr ci..11 su_pport the T,rf,,tc,r'

,,orkc::s b;. expl,:',i:ri::rl.- the c.-.se fo1' -bll-i.)

fTr'l't 15t. ^-i. .!:-y ...rr.ru, varr,u l-,r I15 't'1-]i)'t,Cit.-:t

1,,'ho is i:r'o-Long;i::,,, tirc d.isi:ut,.l bJi' rcfr,"siii€':
thcir re:.son:rl:l-rj ;-,iid. neccsstr]- cI:-rim" "ri,-,

ncccl. to sccrr-rc su"?port .ri'or i.,, n,..-bio;_r.l,l1
ca,mp;lign i;itlt 'fhc bi,cL:ini; of ths ',r;holc
'r,rad-c i-r.nioir ;.rid. Lii:o].:-r movcrii.,nt , -bo l_-r cr,l._
tbc n'* l-ini'c L-,,ncl. lirin ii r,lrofef lragl) for
,::11 pu'o1io scc-i;or ',:o;.kc,, r^l; " As ir st;,rt -b.l.ic

I-PClr shou-ldt. issrr-c i, st;-,teiiient in s:-:1;;1o::.b
aircl. irr",rtl-l; shou-1d or3i..tr j- se f'L..nL,'.*.r. i sii:i; ;
rnas c.].oitc i:r tl:.c hc;."1th rl.i sirrr-te "

11i.cne.rcl- CorrelI


