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Despite what 'Sir Robin Day' end the
id scribes of the Tory press may
Labour did not lose Bermondsey

3
ecause 1ts candidate was too left wing.
However the defeat -hasg shown the failures
oy lauuvr that must be reversed if the
party is to win the next genersl election.

Laebcur's defeat in Bermondsey can bhe
put down to a number of factors. Firstly
a section of the party leadership did
not want reter Tetchell to win. Lvidence
of this the pulpinsof Wie elcetioy
lesflets, the cancelling of hig first
press conference, and the timing of the
expulsion of the 'Militant' editorial
board for the dey before polling. These
evente during the cempaign hed been
pre-figured by lichacl Foot's disovning
of Tatchell in parliament la
the attempts of the BAC to
candidatc on the Bermondscy I

These 'own goals' by the HE
the Tory putter press and the wing
candidates with the opportunity to carry
out & political and personal smear

wpeign against Peter Tetchell. lio
Labour cendidate should be ashamed o

1oving refused to Tight in the imperi
st war in Vietnam, or of being Gay.
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those who would have votoa Labour
did not do so becsusc of this,
tretes the nced for Lebour to
ign for Gay Rights and agsinst wars
such as the one fought in Vietnam.
But the rcascns for Leibour's defeet

2o beyond
itself. le
Labour wvote

what happened in Bermondscy -
have to accept that
s have becen disillusioncd

by the last Labour government, ond will
only voie for us id “they can see the

Farty putting forward a clecar Socialist
alternative to the Torics, It was in
1961 when Lobour was orgenising massive
marches and campaigns against unemploya
ment that support for the Tories fell
pnd that for the Labour FParty increased.
The Tories werc only able to rocover
vhen Labour failed to oppose Thatcher's
in the Atiantic,

Victory in the g:n ral clection will
pot be achieved by & retreat from the
policies adopted by legt taree
conferences. What the right are aiming
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s o fudging of the policy of
21 nucleardisarmement,
e polieciecs of restre
1ts. At the ¢ time the right
rying to diviae the p:rty 1
upporters of »Ocﬁv
are giving ‘"‘1+v
Liberal
Talied indigtinguis
It meens thet insteond
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the water workers
Tories, our
agoinst our
gucceced

resourses
own memboership.
we will bhe isolc
huvndrcds of thousonds of
CHD and Greenham Common, ond from
trade vnionists fig htjnf uncimploymen
and low pay. This woulo mean o masgive
abstention by working class votors,

We will only rcverse the defeot of
Bermondsey if we go into the elecction
on the basis of & me cign for the

ated
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gocinligt policies at
fem ¥ears.— nucl
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Bouthampt Lebour Bricfing is produced
monthly 2. number of mewmbers of
ny‘tﬁﬁmptOD Tﬁﬂaruy tertv. 18 yomn would
like more informition about our
policies Dl:rse conz_ot 1ne on soton
39851,

DAY 1983

There “111 be festivael and soc
)owth mpton Trodes Co
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ineluding Reg Lace

; : In the cvening
there Vill be = live bhand and disco.
at Mountbatien Tk;utrv

oundey lst lisy, 32pm - llpm
Tickets £1. 709 and &1 unwaged

ineluding food. Children frec.




SLL/CLPD ~ which ooinnt the

Frior to last year's LP conforonce
the Cm”“gjfﬂ for Labour Party Democracy
(CLFD) gave notice of its prefcrcnce
foria democratic‘ register, thncrcby
signalling its unwillingness to

organise an effcctive campaign against
the expulsions which would logically
follow from the NEC'c version.

4% the end of Jonuvary this year
the AGM of the CLPD voted, by a norrow
majority, to apply to the NEC for
registration, thus laying the ground—
work for the NBC to cxpel five members
of the 'Nilitant' editorial board, on

the ¢ve of the Bermondscy by-clection.
Kembers of Southempton Lebour Left

(SLL) attcnded the CLFD conferonce

and voted for rogistration. This 'hard
corc’ of SLL (no metephors chout

rotten applcs to be found ﬂcrp‘) CON=-
prised individval members of CLPD,

and were therefore under no obligation
to Tuprvouﬂt SLP's outright opposition
to registre and concomitant
expulsions. However these comrades
occupy important Labour Party positions

nd therefore recasons their action
and their opinions on the role of the

CLPD should bc soughto

* Is it SLL policy to support
registration?

was SLL policy to opposc
his still

Is the case,; and by what
mcans? Does the SLL support CLPs who
refusc to implement cxpulsions?

* How do they reconcile their argument
(SLL No .1) thet CLFPs should abide by

LF conference on Con“*ltvtlonm] mztters
with the denial of acces

constitution of those

Should this top down 'democratict
entralism apply to their activities
&8 individual members?

*hs representatives ond prospective
representatives of BLP's policies; how
will they counter the suspicion th t
the alacrity with which they oppos

the register and expulsions will be
somewheat lacking in view of their
personal beliefs as manifested by
their CLPD voting?

* The ILP, precursor to the SLL, first
proposed Lﬂ' idez of a re 'Jthro Wes
this & means of attacking the nature

nd politics of the 'Militent' through
‘exposing' its organisationsl structure?

cxpulsions.

witch-hunt?

* If so, cen we therefore blame the
SLL's sectarien mentality for the
witch-hunt end its repercussions? If
not, were the ILP/SLL ever so slightly

naive in not anticipating the speed
with which the right wing seized upon

their jolly jape?

Juestions are not necessarily
rhetorical!
In accordance with the formaet of

the SLL's VS1’th form review', a

otar will be awerded to the first

cemplete em:ry ~ poseibly for owmn goels.
Gareth Narbed

"Bennite and infsntile leftist®

(V.Derer, CLPD Exec,)
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witch-lunt has started. After
Moz of deferred decisions and chon -
ing tactics the NEC voted on 23 Feb to
to e el the five members of the Milie-

Lditorial Board as members of on
orgmnﬁsmtion ine]ia“‘ affiliate
the F,r+J° with which

EC have oxtmlncd lifferent woays of
removing the mllé cant tcnﬁoncy L8 o
clear sign of the 1 ortence
they att°tch to it, and shows thmt 1t
is not the supposed constitutional off.-
ences thot hove put their heads on
blocie,

Islington Central CLP
announc
expel Peter Taffe, and the others inv
ved, Hommersmith North and lNorwood arc
to do the same, All CLD
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have already

¢d that they do not intend +to

roy 1
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expected

as ours, that have a policy of
xpulsions now have = duty to supp
t rese CLPs, who will comc vunder

pressure from the NEC, and perh

be threatened with suspension.
The witch-hunt, if allowed to proce
will not stop at the litant Editorial

Board. It is an essential part of the

right wing's ¢fforts to roll bhock
gedns of the left., .end it will a

to isolate and intimidate
out for sociglist
It i1l behoves
stond back while
expelled -

all
policies,
anyone on the left to

the Militont are

they may be next.

Richard Correll



